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IN'TRODTJCTIOK 



It is believed that this book embodies a new idea. Political handbooks 
are cominon enough. Those of Mr. Edward MePherson, in particular, are 
widely known and highly valued. Such books, however, consist for the most 
part of political documents and statistics : Bills, Acts of Congress, Messages, 
Orders, Resolutions, Platforms, Records of Votes, and Election Returns. 
Little of this kind of material will be found in this work. Its range of infor- 
mation is fully shown by the Table of Contents, but it will be well to indicate 
here its leading features. These are two in number : 

First. To present to the American people the Republican candidate for 
President as a Public Man. This will be done by presenting the public life 
and services of General Garfield in an historical sketch, and by presenting 
such extracts from his speeches and papers as will exhibit, in a compendious 
form, his opinions on the leading political questions of the last twenty years, 
and especially those that enter into the present canvass. It is many years 
since a man with so full a political record has been a candidate for President. 
Perhaps no man was ever a candidate for this high office who had traversed so 
many fields of thought and discussion. Sometimes the candidates have been 
successful soldiers or little-known civilians, with either no civic history or a 
very short one. But an independent journal has very justly said of General 
Garfield : " He has been for many years an industrious member of Congress, 
who has borne a prominent and able part in the work of legislation, has long 
had a considerable share in shaping or carrying all measures of importance, and 
whose opinions on the great topics of the day are perfectly well knoton.^^ In 
doing this work. General Garfield has freely uttered his thoughts on all the 
leading topics of the times, and the central idea of this text-book is to put into 
the hands of the reader authentic materials for judging his record. 

Second. To present a variety of other political information that will be 
useful to the intelligent citizen, and especially to speakers and writers in the 
Presidential canvass. 



4 INTRODUCTION. 

Quotations from leading Democratic politicians, from educators, scholars, 
and the religious press, will show the impression that General Garfield has made 
on these classes of citizens. A sketch of the Vice-Presidential candidate. Gen- 
eral Chester A. Arthur, is also included. The recent history of the two great 
parties is given, as are also the platforms for 1880 and the letters of acceptance 
of the candidates. The current charges against General Garfield are fully pre- 
sented and examined. It should be added that the pamphlet editions of Gen- 
eral Garfield's speeches are followed in all cases where such editions have ap- 
peared. These speeches were revised by the author, and are therefore more 
authoritative than the " Globe " and " Record " reports. 

It is proper to add that the author was strongly solicited by a Chicago firm 
to write a life of General Garfield. This he would have done, had it not been 
for the General's desire that he should undertake the present work. It may 
be further added that the author has known General Garfield intimately for 
nearly thirty years ; that he has been a close and interested observer of 
his life as student, teacher, soldier, and statesman ; and that he has spared no 
pains to make this work, in all that relates to General Garfield's public life, 
full and authentic. The General himself has materially contributed to this end 
by furnishing interesting lines of inquiry. However, he is responsible for 
nothing found in this book, except what is quoted from him in terms. 

B. A. Hinsdale. 
HiEAM, Q.J July B8^ 1880. 
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PART I. 



GENERAL GARFIELD'S PUBLIC LIFE. 



PREFATORY NOTE. 

James A. Gabfisld is eminently a many- 
sided man. He has distinguished himself in 
many kinds of activity. His history is full 
of kaleidoscopic changes and surprises. On 
the whole, it would he hard to name an 
American now on the stage of political ac- 
tion who offers to the hiographer a more 
inviting theme. To present and illustrate 
him in all his aspects and lights, is the cho- 
sen and pleasing duty of a score of hiogra- 
phers. Snch is not the scope of this sketch. 
For the most part, it will be confined to his 
public life. Beginning with his boyhood, 
the story will expand as we enter the stu- 
dent period ; will widen out still further in 
the teacher and soldier periods; and will 
fully cover the Congressman. The stump 
and the bar, literature and the study, will 
also receive attention. Still, all the time, 
the central point will be the public man. 



CHAPTER I. 



THE 0BAK6E BOY. 



*' I have planted four sapliogs in these woods ; 
I must now leave them to your caro." — Abram 
Qarfidd^B lad wards to his wife, 

Assam Gasfield, the father of General 
Garfield, with Eliza Ballon, his wife, he bom 
in New York of Massachusetts stock, and 
she bom in New Hampshire, moved into 
the woods of Orange, Cuyahoga County, 



Ohio, in the month of January, 1830. Mr. 
Garfield had bought there fifty acres of land 
that he and his wife expected to clear up 
and pay for by the labor of their hands, 
and to make a home for themselves and 
their children. In 1838, before the debt 
was discharged, Garfield died firom over- 
work, exposure, and bad medical treatment 
His widow was left in exceedingly strait- 
ened circumstances, with four small chil- 
dren. She was surrounded by a dense for- 
est, broken only by the occasional clearings 
of the settlers. Twenty acres of the narrow 
strip of land were sold at once to meet the 
crisis. On the remaining thirty, with such 
help as relatives and friends — nearly as poor 
as herself— could give, she kept the family 
together, and reared the children to adult 
age. 

James Assam Gasfield, Republican can- 
didate for President in the campaign of 
1880, was the youngest of these four chil- 
dren. He was bom November 19, 1881, 
and was eighteen months old at the time of 
his father^s death. The United States is 
still a young country, and most readers have 
enough knowledge of pioneer life, either 
from experience or tradition, to see at a 
glance the main features of his external 
life: A log-house, a forest, plain fare and 
rough clothes, few books and papers, a pio- 
neer district school, neighborhood meetings, 
loggings, raisings, " bees," hard work, pinch- 
ing economy, an occasional visit to the 
neighboring villages or to Cleveland, come 
at once into view. Young Garfield's life did 
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not materially differ from the lives of other denial." In this sense no one conld be better 
boys in the Orange woods. Naturally the cultured. In this school were formed his 
Garfields, as they had lost the husband and habits of application, of endurance, and of 
father, fell behind most of their neighbors indomitable purpose. The familiar wood- 
in property, so that their labor was more chopping and canal-driving stories, which I 
severe, and their poverty more pinching, have neither time nor desire to tell, have a 
Some attention must be paid to the early three-fold significance : first, they reveal 
opening of his mind and the unfolding of his the nature of his early life ; second, taken 
character. with his subsequent history, they show the 
Young James Garfield ranked high in power of the man; third, they teach that 
the neighborhood in respect to ability, edu- there is one country on the globe where a 
cation, and character. He took the district- boy need not be born on the steps of the 
school course of study in the old-fashioned throne or in the seats of wealth to rise to 
way: speHing, reading, writing, geography, distinguished place; but that the best which 
granmaar, and arithmetic. By the time that America has to ofi'er is within the reach of 
he was seventeen years old, he had learned the poor boy's brain and heart and hand, 
what the district school could teach him. 

It does not appear that, up to this age, he •""" 

had contemplated wider studies. This is a 
noticeable fact in the life of one who has so 



CHAPTER II. 



highly distinguished himself in the intelleo- oabfield the student : ohesteb, hiram, 

tual field. His passion was to go to sea and and wiluamstown. 
become a sailor. Had this passion been 

gratified, he might now be the captain of "General Garfield, as a student, was one who 

Tfc ./s 11 r A XI X' X would at any time impress himself upon the mem- 

a Pacific whaler, or of an Atlantic steamer; ^^^ ^^ ^^ 4tructore by his manlin^ and^excel- 

he might even have found his way to a high le^ce of character."— /Vew^en^ Chadboume, 

place in the navy; but he would hardly „ ^ « ,,, .... 

have been a candidate for President of the ^ow young Garfield 8 attention waa 

TTfl*tftd StAtA. turned m the direction of wider study, 

rp,.. * ,.,. i.r*vxsi. what his first studies of the wider order 

This 18 a very slight account of the first ' , , , . . 

^^^^A :« n -.1 n ^ ij» vr rr- v Were, where and under what circumstances 

period m General Garfield's life. His boy- , ' .,,,,.,.„ 

\.^^A -,«-:««,« * ^1 ui they were prosecuted, he has himself well 

hood was in many respects remarkable. ,,. ,*^ ,' , ^ ^ 

After relating an interesting political anec- f^^ " ^^"^' *° the trustees of Geauga 
dote of Lord Melbourne, Mr. Bagehot says: Seminary, at Chester, Ohio, wntten m 1867, 
" I can not vouch for its truth ; Lord Mel- '^^ """l*"*"* ^ contribution for renovating 
bourne's is a character about which men the seminary building at that place: 
make stories. '' Something like this may be In acoordance with jour request, I will make 
said of General Garfield's life, especially his » brief sutement of my connection with Geauga 
early life. Men like to make and tell stories Seminary. I do this with the more readmcss be- 
about it. But even when the fables have <»"^ it is a source of great pleasure to me to 
been torn away, plenty of the picturesque ^^^^ *^« persons and scenes connected with the 
and romantic remains. Garfield the bare- »>«gi'^^g8 of my student life. 

footed boy, the wood-chopper, the canal- , ^l *^^ V""'^' ^^ ^^\ ^ ^^ ** ""^ "T^' 

,.,. ,^, i.j X er's house m Orange, Cuyahoga County, Ohio, 

boat dnver, and the carpenter does not ^ . - .1 xu , • */ 1 

.,, . ' iTT. X /^ is 1 -I Ml suffenng from a three months* siege of fever and 

com« within my range. That Garfield will f- u n. j u i.* * *\, m.- 1 xu 

, - , , , . , -r^ *guc» which I had brought from the Ohio canal the 

be taken care of by the biographers. But p^ceding summer. Samuel D. Bates, now a distin- 

here it may be said that his fierce strug- ^^^^^^ ^j^,^, ^^ ^^ ^^^ .^ ^^^.^^^ ^^l^^^ 

gle for existence was his first, and perhaps ^^s that winter teaching the district school near 

most valuable school. Poverty, self-denial, my mother's. He had attended the seminary at 

and hardy toil meted out to him their Chester, and urged several of the young men in 

severe discipline. One has wisely said, the neighborhood to return there with him in the 

" The man of culture is the man who has spring. Being yet too ill to return to my plan 

formed his ideals through labor and self- of beeoming a sailor on the lake, I resolved to 
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attend school one term and postpone sailing 
until antumn. Accordingly, I joined two other 
joong men, and, with the necessary provisions 
for boarding ourselycs, we reached Chester March 
6, 1849, and rented a room in an unpainted frame 
bouse nearly west from the seminary and across 
the street from it. 

I bought the second algebra I ever saw, and 
commenced the study of it there. Studied also 
natural philosophy and grammar. 

I attended there in the fall of 1849, and dur- 
ing the following winter taught my first school. 
Returned to the seminary again in the spring of 
1860. I commenced the study of Latin and fin- 
ished algebra and botany. At the close of the 
spring term I made my first public speech. It 
was a six minutes* oration at the annual exhibi- 
tion. My diary shows the anxiety and solicitude 
through which I passed in its preparation and 
deliyery. 

During the summer yacation of 1850 1 worked 
at the carpenter's trade in Chester. Among oth- 
er 'things, I helped to build a two-story house 
on the east side of the road, a little way south of 
the seminary grounds. Attended school during 
the fall term of 1850, and commenced the study 
of Greek. Worked mornings, evenings, and Sat- 
urdays at my trade, and thus paid my way. After 
the first term at Chester I never received any pe- 
cuniary assistance. The cost of living, however, 
was much less than it now is. In my second term 
at Chester I had board, lodging, and washing for 
one dollar and six cents per week. 

Bj this time, it was clear that James 
Garfield woald not " ran " on the canal nor 
sail the ocean; his mind had now got its 
proper direction. But morals and religion, 
not mental abilities and studies, are the basis 
of character. Hence it should be said that, 
from the first, he was honest, truthful, seri- 
ous, and reverent. He had already made a 
public profession of religion, and united with 
the Disciples of Christ, of which body he 
has always remained a member. Members 
of the familj belonged to the same body. 
In the fall of 1851 he found his way to the 
Western Reserve Eclectic Institute, at Hi- 
ram, Portage County, Ohio. As Hiram was 
the centre of his life from 1851 to 1877, it 
will be well to give a short account both of 
the place and of the school. 

In 1850, when the Disciples planted their 
Institute there, Hiram was a township of 
Western Reeerve farmers. The " Centre " 



was a cross-roads, with two churches and 
half a dozen other buildings. The Institute 
building, a plain but substantially built brick 
structure, was put on the top of a windy biU\ 
in the middle of a corn-field. One of the 
cannon that General Scott's soldiers dragged 
to the city of Mexico in 1847, planted on the 
roof of the new structure, would not have 
commanded a score of farm-houses. The 
reasons that controlled the location of the 
school are not to us material. Here the 
school began at the time that Garfield was 
closing his studies at Chester. It had been 
in operation two terms when he offered 
himself for enrollment. Hiram furnished a 
location ; the Board of Trastees, a building 
and the first teachers; the surrounding 
country, students; but the spiritual Hiram 
made itself. Everything was new. Society, 
traditions, the genius of the school, had to 
be evolved from the forces of the teachers 
and pupils, limited by the general and local 
environment. Let no one be surprised when 
I say, such a school as this was the best of 
all places for young Mr. Garfield. There 
was freedom, opportunity, a large society of - 
rapidly and eagerly opening young minds, 
instructors who were learned enough to in- 
stract him, and abundant scope for abifity 
and force of character, of which he had a 
superabundance. 

At first he found room for his activity 
in the double work of student and janitor ; 
later, in the double w6rk of student and 
teacher. Few of the students who came to 
Hiram in that day had more than a district- 
school education, though some had attended 
the high-schools and academies scattered 
over the country; so that Garfield, al- 
though he had made but slight progress 
in the classics and the higher mathema- 
tics previous to his arrival, ranked well up 
with the first scholars. In ability, all ac- 
knowledged that he was the peer of any ; 
soon his superiority to all others was gener- 
ally conceded. His mind was now reaching 
out in all directions; and all the more widely 
because the elastic course of study, and the 
absence of traditionary trammels, gave him 
room. He was a vast elemental force, and 
nothing was so essential as space and oppor- 
tunity. Hiram was now forming her future 
teachers, as well as creating her own cul- 
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tore. Naturally, then, when he had been report that Garfield was not forgotten, bnt 

onlj one year in the school, he was given a was being closely watched by iostructors 

place in the corps of teachers. In the cata- and students alike as a ^^ Williams man.'' 

logue of 185d-'4 his name appears both with On commencement day he gave the '^ Meta- 

the pupils and the teachers : ^^ James A. physical Oration.'' He had received no pe- 

Garfield, Cuyahoga County," and ^^J. A. cuniary assistance since his first term at 

Garfield, Teacher in the English Depart- Chester. By careful economy he saved some 

mentand of the Ancient Languages." Uis money from his first Hiram earnings; this 

admission to the Faculty page may be an he carried to Williams, but he left college 

index to a certain rawness in the school ; with a debt of five hundred dollars that had 

but it gave to his talents and ambition the to be discharged. Before returning to Hiram 

play that an older school with higher stand- Hill, the reader will be glad to read in this 

ards could not have afforded him. I shall place this testimonial from one of Garfield^s 

not hero speak of him as a teacher further instructors, now the President of Williams 

than to say : in two years' service he had College : 

demonstrated his great ability in that capa- ^ ^ ^ 

_, ^, , ^ !l^i ., WiLUAire College, WiLLiAMBTOWF, I 

City, had won the hearts of the students UAB&ACBVbsrrs, July s, isso. f 

generally, and had wrought in the minds of Prmdent B. A. Hinsdale : 

the school authorities the conviction that Mt dear Sir : Your note comes to me in the 

his further services would be indispensable midst of the hurry of commencement week. I 

on his return from college. Ilis letter quoted can only give in substance what I have stated in 

above shows that he had had some expe- "oy speeches respecting General Garfield's char- 

rience in teaching in a district school, before ^^^^ ^ * student in Williams College. He grad- 

he went to Hiram. uated in 1866, soon after I began my work here 

Garfield had now been three years in ^ professor. The students who came under my 

Hiram. Some time before he had got be- instruction then made a much stronger impression 

yond all the classes, and so was compelled "Pon me than those of a later day, since my atten- 

. ■,. .,. 'Ai Ti'L'! tion has been called to Other mterests than those 

to carry on his studies privately, nhile .,, ,. t^ . ^ ,/^i.,^ 

- . « . , J • i_ of the lecture-room. But General Garfield, as a 

teachmg five or six hours a day, he was ^ , ^ , u . ... 

_ . ® , ,,/.,,,. student, was one who would at any time impress 

doing more than a student's full work in ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ instructors by 

course studies, not to speak of studies that ^^ manliness and excellence of character. He 

were discursive, and of other outside work. ^^ o^e whom his teachers would never suspect as 

He now took his Ohio training to an old g^iity of a dishonest or mean act, and one whom 

seat of learning, Williams College, Massa- a dishonest or mean man would not approach, 

chusetts. If it had been well for him that College life is, in some respects, a severe test of 

his preparation had been made in a new wes- character. False notions of honor often prevail 

tern school, it was well that now he went among students, so that, under sanction of *•*■ col- 

to a New England college. His studies had lege custom,'* things are sometimes done by young 

been prosecuted with such vigor that he felt ^^^ which they would scorn to do in other places, 

confident of his ability to finish the course There was a manliness and honesty about General 

in one year; but feeling his need of longer Garfield that gave him power to see and do what 

training, and of closer intimacy with eastern "^^ ^^'' ^^ °^^ 6*^ *"^ ^^^ ^°^°'' °^ ^^« «>'- 

educators, he wisely concluded to devote two ^^^e. His life as a student was pure and noble. 

years to the work. Accordinglv, he entered ^Jf °*^^^ "^t '^"^''''' ''^*"''*'' ^""^ ""^'^"^ '''' 

the junior class in the fall of 1854, and gradu- "f'^'^'t "^^^" ^^" ^"' ^^"^'""^ '"'''''.^ 

^ J .^, ^, , . , ^, . ^ ' « T>^ ., the world. His course smce he entered active life 

ated with the highest honors in 18o6. Besides , ,. . ^, i. . l. i. 

, , ,,r * ,. 1/.. , has seemed to move on m the same line in which 

what he had done for himself in the two y^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ distinguished for 

years, he had made a lasting impression upon ^ard work, clear insight into great questions of 

his fellow students and the faculty. The public hitercst, strong convictions, and manly 

furrow plowed in college by most stlidents, courage. 

even strong ones, is soon effaced ; but Hiram- i know of no better example among our pub- 
prepared pupils who followed him to Wil- lie men of success fairly won. With such a man 
liams years afterward, brought back the as President, we mi^ fairly expect that the 
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conntry would hare an admioistration pure and 
honest in its purpose, and successful in all the 
oilairs that the Executiye could control. 

Very truly yours, 

P. A. Chadbodbns. 



CHAPTER III. 



THE HIRAM TEACHER. 



** Bight proud are we ihe world should know 
As hero him we long ago 
Found truest helper, friend.' ' 

— Jfrj. E, C, GlaHer, 

The Hiram board had anticipated Mr. 
Garfield's rettim by electing him teacher of 
ancient languages and literature. After one 
year's service, being then twenty-six years 
old, he was made the head of the Institution 
with the title, Chairman of the Board of In- 
stmctors, and in 1858 he was made Principal 
in name as well as in fact. He held this 
office until he entered the army, in the fall 
of 1861, though compelled to resign his 
work to the hands of his associates, save 
such as he could do at Columbus or on his 
occasional visits home, while serving in the 
Ohio Senate, in the winters of 1859-60 and 
1860-'61. Even when he became a soldier, 
though it was apparent to all intelligent ob- 
servers that EUram school was too small a 
theatre for his activity, the board, wishing 
rather than hoping that he might return, de- 
termined at all events not to part with his 
name, kept him nominally at the head two 
years longer. In 1865 and 1866 he was Ad- 
visory Principal and Lecturer. Then his 
name finally disappeared from the Faculty 
page of the catalogue, but to stand to this 
day among the Trustees. Such is the chro- 
nology of his post-college connection with 
the Eclectic Institute. But I should be doing 
the public an injustice were I not to charac- 
terize him as a teacher and school adminis- 
trator. 

The Hiram catalogues from 1857 to 1861 
show that the field of instruction was regu- 
larly allotted to the different instructors. 
Bat the published scheme was not fully 
carried out in practice. This was owing to 
a variety of causes. In the first place, a 
great minority of the students were irregular. 



following no systematic courses of study. 
From its very nature the Hiram army could 
not take on a regular brigade and division 
organization, each group with its appropri- 
ate oflBoer. Hence, the teachers were com- 
pelled to accommodate themselves to the 
wants of the school. But more, these 
teachers believed in breadth as well as in 
depth ; and from choice they did what ne- 
cessity also required, since in this way they 
would better avoid deep and narrow ruts, 
keep their minds fresh and eager, as well as 
carry their individual methods and personal 
force through the whole school. Still, in 
general, each one worked within certain 
lines, though those lines were not very 
straight or rigid. 

Mr. Garfield taught Latin, Greek, the 
higher mathematics, history, philosophy, 
English literature, English analysis, rhetoric, 
criticism, and occasionally one of the natur- 
al sciences. No man at the age of twenty- 
six or even thirty is profoundly versed in 
all these branches of learning, but his 
knowledge of them was fully adequate to 
all demands. Many young men and women 
were then preparing in Hiram for college, 
often going up to the junior, and occasionally 
to the senior year in their preparations. 
Students pursuing selected studies sometimes 
called for senior studies, and always found 
their demands satisfied. Though especially 
enthusiastic in particular lines of study and 
teaching, it was hard to see that Mr. Garfield 
did not teach Cffisar, Homer, geometry, 
English grammar, metaphysics, and geology 
equally well. On the whole, he perhaps took 
least interest in the mathematical studies; 
but among the others it would be hard to 
name his favorites. In fact, of all the 
branches of knowledge taught in a college, 
there was no one that did not at some time 
engage his special attention and awaken his 
enthusiasm. It is not beneath the dignity 
of history to record, that he always taught 
the class in English analysis, through which 
most of the better minds at some time passed ; 
and that this study, often made dry and irk- 
some, he clothed with light and filled with 
fire. Hundreds of eyes will kindle to-day at 
mention of " Garfield's Analysis Class." His 
weekly rhetorical class (called in Hiram 
phrase " Garfield's division "), with its es- 
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says, declamations, debates, and criticisms, 
was a great theatre of interest and improve- 
ment. His method of conducting a recita- 
tion was his own, combining the question 
that required a text-book answer, the topic 
to be handled, the call for the pupiPs own 
opinion, and the teacher^s discussion of the 
matter in hand. As a drill-master, many 
teachers surpassed him ; but as an educator 
in the best sense, he stood with the first. 
His class-room glowed with life. Probably 
no pupil remembers having ^ent in it a dull 
hour. While placing its proper valuation 
upon learning and information, his great aim 
was to awaken the faculties of the student. 
There is a process known to the laboratory 
as energizing a magnet. By passing electri- 
cal currents around a bar of common iron, 
the electrician gives the bar magnetic virtue. 
There is an analogous process known to the 
educator ; the most important work that he 
can render the student is to energize him. 
Among the teachers whom I have known, 
Garfield stood alone as an energizer of young 
men and women. He revealed the world to 
the student, and the student to himself. He 
called out thought, set the faculties in full 
play, awakened courage, widened the field 
of mental vision, and poured in abundant 
measures of inspiration. 

In those days boys of ability and charac- 
ter often found their way to Hiram to take 
a few studies, but with no thought of pursu- 
ing an extended course of study. As their 
minds began to open, they began to reach 
out beyond the tether fixed by past educa- 
tion or present circumstances. Sometimes 
the fathers of these boys held them to the 
farm or the shop by the firm hand of pa- 
rental counsel, or even of authority. Mr. Gar- 
field was quick to find these boys out. He 
seemed to read them by intuition. He had 
had similar experiences. He knew a mind 
that was teeming with new facts, ideas, and 
impressions, and could enter into its daily 
struggle. He saw that these boys were capa- 
ble of wider action than the farm or the 
shop, and he sought to lead them out into 
the broader field. He counseled and encour- 
aged them, and sought in all ways to steady 
them in the transition from the old to the 
new. He carried his expostulations to the 
heart of the parent. He has been known to 



say that he never found more pleasure than 
in " capturing boys." His conscious method 
was, to arouse a keen interest in the world 
of thought and learning, to interest them in 
the school, to place before them high ideals; 
his unconscious method, to pour into them 
his own spirit, and to attach them to him- 
self. That he knew how to say the right 
word at the right time, is shown by the fol- 
lowing quotation from a letter written in 
1857 to a young district-school teacher who 
was then wrestling with his own life-ques- 
tion : 

I am glad to hear of your success in teach- 
ing, but I approach with much more interest the 
consideration of the question you have proposed. 
Brother mine, it is not a question to be discussed 
in the spirit of debate, but to be thought over and 
prayed over as a question " out of which are the 
issues of life.** You will agree with me that 
every one must decide and direct his own course 
in life, and the only service friends can afford is 
to give us the data from which we must draw our 
own conclusion and decide our course. Allow 
me, then, to sit beside you and look over the 
field of life and see what are its aspects. I am 
not one of those who advise every one to under- 
take the work of a liberal education ; indeed, I 
believe that In two thirds of the cases such advice 
would be unwise. The great body of the people 
will be and ought to be (intelligent) farmers and 
mechanics, and in many respects these pass the 
most independent and happy lives. But God has 
endowed some of bis children with desires and 
capabilities for a more extended field of labor 
and influence, and so every life should be shaped 
according to "what the man hath." Now, in 
reference to yourself, / know you have capabili- 
ties for occupying positions of high and impor- 
tant trust in the scenes of active life ; and I am 
sure you will not call it flattery in me, nor ego- 
tism in yourself, to say so. Tell me, Burke, do 
you not feel a spirit stirring within you that longs 
io knowy to do, and to dare, to hold converse with 
the great world of thought, and holds before you 
some high and noble object to which the vigor of 
your mind and the strength of your arm may be 
given? Do you not have longings like these, 
which you breathe to no one, and which you feel 
must be heeded, or you will pass through life un- 
satisfied and regretful? I am sure you have 
them, and they will for ever cling round your 
heart till you obey their mandate. They are 
the voice of that nature which God has given 
you, and which, when obeyed, will bless you and 
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your fellow men. Now all this might be troe, 
and yet it might be your duty not to follow that 
eoone. If your duty to your father or your 
mother demands that you take another, I shall 
i^jdoe to see you taking that other course. The 
pidi of duty is where we all ought to walk, be 
that where it may. But I sincerely hope you 
will not, without an earnest struggle, giTe up a 
ooune of liberal study. Suppose you could not 
be^ your study again till after your majority. 
It will not be too late then, but you will gain in 
ffliny respects ; you will have more maturity of 
mind to appreciate whatever you may study. You 
may say you will be too old to begin the course, 
bat how could you better spend the earlier days 
of life? We should not measure life by the 
days and moments that wo pass on earth. 

'Hw life iB measured by the souI^s advance; 
Hm enlargement of its powers; the exp»anded field 
Wherein it ranges, till it bums and glows 
With heavenly )oy, with high and heavenly bopo.*^ 

It need be no discouragement that you be 
obliged to hew your own way, and pay your own 
chaiges. You can go to school two terms every 
year, and pay your own way. I know this, for I 
did so when teachers' wages were much lower 
than they are now. It is a great truth that 
"where there is a will there's a way.'' It may be 
that by and by your father could assist you. It 
may be that even now he could let you commence 
on your own resources, so that you could begin 
immediately. Of this you know and I do not. I 
need not tell you how glad I should be to assist 
joa in your work ; but if you can not come to 
Hinun while I am here, I shall still hope to hear 
thai yon are determined to go on as soon as the 
time will permit 

Qarfield's associates were able and effec- 
tire teachers, respected and esteemed by the 
pupils ; but those who had reached his zone 
always strained a point, if necessary, to be 
in at least one of his classes. 

One of his most valaable offices was his 
morning leotnres in chapel to all the scholars. 
In those days the term attendance at Hiram 
ranged from one hundred and eighty to three 
hundred students, covering a wide range of 
abilitj and edacation. He did not give a 
lecture every morning, but one or more series 
were expected every term. He had brought 
back from Williams the best thoughts of Dr. 
Mark Hopkins; in the fertile soil of his 
mind, these, as well as thoughts gathered 
from other sonroes, became the seeds of fresh 



thoughts innumerable, and he sowed the 
harvest again with unstinted hand. He 
ranged over the fields of Bible history, mor- 
als, education, teaching, science, literature, 
practical affairs, history, and life ques- 
tions. These lectures may not have been 
finished ad un^uem ; but they abounded in 
fresh facts, striking iUustrations, and sugges- 
tive thoughts, and were warin with the breath 
of his own life. Occasionally he would give 
us from manuscript a finished address, col- 
ored more warmly, perhaps, than his mature 
taste would justify. In this exhilarating 
atmosphere, ethics and religion were not 
forgotten. Particular pains were taken to 
place before the students ideals of life and 
character nobly wrought, and instinct with 
courage, manliness, and truth. Though 
bounding with life and spirits himself, he was 
full of what Dr. Thomas Arnold called 
"moral thoughtfulness," and he strove to 
make his pupils temperate, morally serious, 
and reverent to truth. 

He was eminently successful as a school 
administrator. He had nothing of the marti- 
net or the regulation schoolmaster about 
him. He was not one of those who are 
great in little things. He perfectly under- 
stood what was, and what was not, essential 
to good order ; and he secured the first all 
the easier because he was indifferent to the 
second. He had a code of formulated rules, 
sufficiently long and rigorous we boys 
thought, that he expected us to obey ; but 
his own personality was worth far more as a 
controlling power than any rules could be. 
He was firm but kind, exacting but sympa- 
thetic. He was fully alive to the sentiment 
of justice, and respected, even in the most 
unworthy, human nature and human rights. 
Then, as since, he was full of appreciation 
and generosity. 

Naturally, Garfield the teacher drew his 
pupils to himself with extraordinary power. 
Never have I seen such devotion to another 
teacher. An old Hiram student, now holding 
a responsible office in the public schools 
of Cleveland, speaking of the old times 
before Garfield went to college, says in a 
private letter : " Then began to grow up in 
me an admiration and love for Garfield that 
has never abated, and the like of which I 
have never known. A bow of recognition 
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or a single word from him was to me an in« 
spiration/' And such wonld be the general 
testimony. In all this there was method ; 
not the method of crafty art, as the cyn- 
ical might say, but the method of nature, 
the method of a great mind and a noble 
heart. I take my leave of this Hiram teacher 
with affirming my conviction that, other 
things being equal, General Garfield has 
never been greater than he was in Hiram 
from 1857 to 1861. He left the quiet of the 
academy for the roar of the field and the 
forum at the age of thirty years, but not 
until he had demonstrated his fitness for the 
highest educational work and honors. 

It must not be supposed, however, that 
the field of his activity in those years has 
now been fully canvassed. With all the rest 
he was a preacher. As the Disciples were a 
new body, originatmg in a revolt from the 
old theological and ecclesiastical standards, 
they gave more room to personal force and 
inspiration than the older and more conven- 
tional churches. Presumably, he never in- 
tended to devote himself to the ministry. 
Certainly he did not after returning from 
college. He never had any other ordina- 
tion from his brethren than their general 
approval and encouragement. From 1856 
to 1861 his pulpit ministrations were in 
large request. Recalling his sermons at the 
distance of twenty years, I should say they 
were stronger in the ethical than in the 
theological and ecclesiastical elements. 
What is more, in 1858 he entered his name 
in a Cleveland law firm, as a student at 
law, but he carried on his studies by him- 
self at Hiram. Then he lectured, with 
great acceptance, before popular audiences, 
on scientific, literary, educational, and moral 
topics. He was in great request as an in- 
structor and lecturer at teachers* in9titutes. 
He became greatly interested in geology, 
and expounded the facts and principles of 
that science before numerous audiences. In 
the winter of 1859-^60, he was drawn into a 
public debate with a Mr. Denton, an anti- 
Christian and spiritualistic lecturer and de- 
bater. The subject was the development 
theory. That was before Mr. Darwin gave 
the evolution doctrine its new shaping, and 
the point of the discussion was the merits 
of development as it was left by Lamarck 



and the author of the '* Vestiges.** All this 
time he was pushing his general studies in 
all directions. In college he had become 
interested in the German literature, and had 
contributed to the ^^ Quarterly " an appre- 
ciative paper on the poet Kdmer. He now 
became more interested than ever in Ger- 
many and German topics. If it be true, as 
tradition asserts, that one of his ancestors 
was a German woman, the principle of he- 
redity may explain his admiration of the Ger- 
man patience, thoroughness, and profundity. 
One of his old maxims, to be construed 
rhetorically, of course, is, that "hard work 
is the only genius" ; a maxim that well de- 
scribes the German mental habit. One of 
his lectures on Germany, I well remember, 
sent one pupil post-haste to the library in 
search of Motley's "Dutch Republic," a 
work just from Harper's press, that he had 
mentioned in his discourse. 

But I must now leave Hiram village and 
school to follow its leading spirit into the 
world of wider action. 



CHAPTER lY, 

POUTIOS AND THE OHIO SENAT£. 

Up to 1856 General Garfield had taken 
no particular interest in public affairs. He 
had been occupied with other matters. But 
now that his general education was finished, 
and he was ready to devote himself to the 
work of the world, his political pulses began 
to stir. A year or two before, the Republi- 
can party had sprung up as an immediate 
consequent of the Kansas-Nebraska legisla- 
tion. Its original mission was thus stated 
by its present standard-bearer in his speech 
nominating Secretary Sherman at Chicago : 

Long familiarity with traffic in the bodies 
and Bouls of men had paralyzed the conscienoes 
of a majority of onr people. The baleful doo* 
trine of State sovereignty bad shaken and weak- 
ened the noblest and most beneficent powers of 
the National Government, and the grasping power 
of slavery was seizing the virgin territories of the 
West, and dragging them into the den of external 
bondage. At that crisis the Republican party 
was bom. It drew its first inspiration from that 
fire of liberty which God has lighted in every 
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haman heart, and which all the powers of igno- 
ranoe and tyrannj can never wholly extinguish. 
Tbe Repablican party came to deliver and save 
the Republic It entered the arena where the 
beleaguered and assailed territories were strug- 
gling for freedom, and drew around it the sacred 
drele of liberty, which the demon of slavery has 
never dared to cross. It made them free for ever. 
Strengthened by its victory on the frontier, the 
young party, under the leadership of that great 
man who, on this spot twenty years ago, was made 
its leader, it entered the National Capital and as- 
Bomed the high duties of government. 

A yoTiDg party with such aims as these 
could bnt appeal to his reason, his feelings, 
and his imagination. Even before leaving 
college he enrolled himself under the Repub- 
lican banner. He cast his first vote that 
year. His graduation coincided with the 
nomination of John 0. Fremont to the Pres- 
idency, and the story of the ** Pathfinder " 
also awoke his interest and enthusiasm. He 
made some speeches that campaign in Hiram 
and the neighboring villages. Of course he 
was then a tyro in politics, but his speeches 
had the marks of his greatest later efforts. 
They were well reasoned, candid, earnest, and 
often eloquent. As the Republican platform 
then contained but one plank — resistance to 
the spread of slavery in the national terri- 
tories — the central point of all his speeches 
was the constitutionality and rightness of 
the Wilmot proviso. Here was room to in- 
terpret the Constitution, to trace the legisla- 
tion of Ck)ngress on the subject, to discuss 
the general character of slavery, and to mark 
the destructive consequences of its spread. 
At no time in our history, perhaps, has a 
stamp orator had a better opportunity to 
make effective speeches. The national mind 
and conscience were awakening from their 
long slumber. Historical, logical, economi- 
cal, and moral elements could be blended 
and fused in the appeal to the popular heart. 
Mr. Garfield soon rose to the level of the 
argument. The next year the field of his 
efforts was wider. He now became a recog- 
nized political force in the county, and even 
received calls to go beyond its borders. The 
year 1858 witnessed a still further growth 
of his power and influence. Likewise 1859. 
This year a Legislature was to be chosen ; and, 
as naming the Republican candidate for Sen- 

2 



ator from the Portage-Summit district be- 
longed to the first-named county, he was pat 
forward as a candidate for the nomination. 
Other and older candidates were in the field, 
but after a spirited contest he was nominated. 
As the district was strongly Republican, he 
was elected as a matter of course. Thus, 
in three years from the making of his first 
political speech he found himself a Senator 
of Ohio. We are now to accompany him to 
the Senate- Chamber at Columbus. 

When Mr. Garfield took his seat in the 
Chamber he was the youngest member of 
the body, being twenty-eight years old. He 
entered at once upon his new duties with 
the thoroughness, ability, and zeal that have 
characterized all his life, public and private. 
In the college literary society, and in various 
public assemblies, he had acquired a good 
knowledge of parliamentary law. This he 
now hastened to perfect. That he might 
the better know his fellow Senators in their 
district relations, he took a map of Ohio, 
marked off the senatorial districts by draw- 
ing lines around them with his pen, and 
then wrote each man^s name on the face of 
his district. Some able men sat in that 
senate : General J. D. Cox and Hon. James 
Monroe, both, since well known in the 
national service; Messrs. Harrison, Key, 
Schleigh, and others. The Portage Senator 
soon took rank as one of the best speakers 
on the floor. He was also a valuable man 
on committees and in party counsels. No 
Senator was more frequently called to his 
councils by the President of the Senate 
when knotty points of order were to be 
untied or cut. The Republicans were in 
the miyority; but there were two kinds 
of Republicans, conservatives and radicals. 
Garfield, Cox, and Monroe have been called 
the " Radical triumvirate." Between the 
two sections of the party the passages-at- 
arms were sometimes as lively as between 
the Republicans and the Democrats. But, 
while a radical, his views and his sympa- 
thies were as broad then as now.- A few 
days after the session of 1860 opened, the 
Legislatures and Executives of Tennessee 
and Kentucky met in Louisville, to cele- 
brate the completion of the railroad that 
joins Louisville and Nashville. A resolution 
was carried through the Ohio Legislature 
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inyiting these Tennesseeans and Kentack- 
iaDS to extend tbeir visit to Columbus, at 
the expense of the State of Ohio. Our 
young Senator was the mover of the resolu- 
tion, and he was sent to Louisville as chair- 
man of the committee of invitation. His 
speech of invitation, delivered at the Louis- 
ville banquet in response to the toast to 
Ohio, was widely read and much admired at 
the time. Technically, it was what was then 
called a ^* Union-saving" speech; it is also 
a good sample of Garfield^s early oratory. 
Only a short passage can be reproduced: 
" Brethren, we have too long heard of the 
North and the South. Their angry words 
have too long vexed the hearts of our fellow 
citizens. But there is a third voice to be 
heard ere long. I hope and believe the day 
is not far distant when the great West shall 
speak, and that voice shall be heard from 
sea to sea. In that voice shall be heard no 
terms of doubt or uncertainty ; no note of 
disunion shall be heard in that utterance." 
Nor was this a mere bit of rhetoric. The 
orator meant it all. But, while he allowed 
no man to surpass him in devotion to the 
Union of sentiment and feeling, he also 
knew how to contend for the Union of the 
Constitution and the laws. 

Ordinarily there is not much scope for 
statesmanship in an Ohio Legislature. But 
it 80 happened that Garfield sat in that one 
Legislature which, for a generation, opened 
the widest field to statesmanlike abilities, 
especially at its second session. With the 
presidential election of 1860 the war-cloud 
rose in the Southern sky. The great ques- 
tions that were sprung by the secession or- 
dinances of the Southern States, and the final 
issue of arras at Sumter, cast mere State 
questions into the shade. State legislators 
found tlieraselves dealing with national ques- 
tions, "lias a State a right to secede?" 
" Can a State be coerced ? " " Shall Ohio be 
put in a state of preparation for war ? " were 
some of the questions which absorbed the 
attention both of the Legislature and the 
public mind. It was a time when men^s 
hearts were failing them for feai* ; prior to 
April 13, 1861, even the Northern mind 
had not got its set ; but Mr. Garfield's course 
was straightforward and manly throaghout. 
He was willing to yield anything that could 



be yielded in safety and honor to allay South- 
ern feeling ; but he was not willing to yield 
the Union as a fact, or to pare away the in- 
tegrity and the supremacy of the national 
authority. He thought the spring of 1861 
an inopportune time to adopt the Corwin 
amendment to the Constitution, forbidding 
Congress ever to legislate upon slavery in 
the States. He opposed the meeting of the 
famous Washington Peace Commissioners 
until after President Lincoln should be in- 
augurated. To those who denied the right 
of the national Government to coerce a se- 
ceded State, he put the question : " Would 
you give up the forts and other government 
property in those States, or would you fight 
to maintain yonr right to them?" As a 
matter of course, he ardently supported the 
" Million Bill," and the other measures taken 
to prepare Ohio for the great contest of 
arms. 

All of General Garfield's well-known 
characteristics as a legislator appeared in the 
Ohio Senate in 1860 and 1861. His efifective- 
ness as a debater, and his thoroughness as a 
committee man, have already been mention- 
ed. Withal, he was the student of law, poli- 
tics, and government then that he is now. 
He spent most of his evenings to a late hour 
in the library, investigating questions that 
were before the Senate or the country, or, as 
was often the case, other questions in which 
he had become interested. He accumulated 
great bundles of notes and memoranda, many 
of which probably remain unused to this day. 
As chairman of committees, or as a special 
committee of one, he wrote and laid before 
the Senate several valuable reports. His re- 
port on the " Bill to define and punish trea- 
son against the State of Ohio " won for its 
author this compliment from Mr. Justice 
Swayne : " I should be very willing to put 
my name to that report." An able report 
on weights and measures is also deserving 
of mention. 

This sketch of Garfield in the Ohio Sen- 
ate must suffice. Any man can see that in 
this young Senator we have the future Con- 
gressman in brilliant promise. Before taking 
the next step in his life, I should remark 
that, the second winter at Columbus, he was 
examined for admission to the bar, and was 
admitted to practice in the courts of Ohio. 
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military science and art as he had gained bj 

assiduous study in the months that had 

CHAPTER V. elapsed since the conflict of arms began. 

GARFIELD THE 80LDIEE. He uow set to work to prepare his command 

for active duty. On December 14th, the 

" I found hun to be a competent and efficient regiment was ordered by General Buell. com- 

offioer an earnest and devoted patriot, and a man ^^^ ^^^ Department of the Ohio, to 
of the highest honor.** — OtMral Boteerans, ,.,,..i.-r» xi. tt- 

proceed with dispatch to Prestonburg, Ken- 

Thk part that Mr. Garfield took in pre- tucky. At nine o'clock p. m. the next 

paring Ohio for the war has been shown in day it was in Cincinnati. Here, in obedi- 

the sketch of his career in the Senate. From ance to further orders, Colonel Garfield sent 

the first, he was ready to adjourn any old the regiment by boat to the month of the 

plans of his own, and to enter the army in Big Sandy River, and then took the cars to 

person, provided his services should be need- Louisville to report to General Biiell. To 

ed. He so informed the authorities at Co- quote from Captain F. H. Mason's history 

Iambus. Returning from the Senate to Hi- of the Forty-second Regiment : • 

ram, he aided in bringing to a successful . , , , ^ , , « ^ 

T ' » VI 1. r 4.1. -lofln >fli On the evemng of the 16th, Colonel Garfield 

close the school work of the year 1860-'61. v" " « ^ e » ,„ „ 

ri^u is 4. V *.i.i * D 11 T> i 1 * T 1 oi reached Louisville and sought General Buell at 

The first battle of Bull Run, fought July 21, , . ^ ^ ^ n , a 1 1 m . 

-o/,i J ^ , ., « , r XV 1 I his headquarters. He found a cold, silent, aus- 

1861, destroyed the confidence of the last , , , - ,. , ^ .. 

. t# o -.,....! » 1 tere man, who asked a few direct questions, re- 

man m Mr. Seward's " mnety-days " prophe- , , .,. ^ , ^„^j 41,^ «^«, ««^^, -uu 

•^ / / *^ vealed nothing, and eyed the new comer with a 

cies, and revealed to the most skeptical that ^^^^^ ^^^^^ expression, as though trying to 
the rebellion could not be put down with- ^^^ ,^^ ^^^ ^^^^ C^l^^^l^ ^^^ ^^.^^ ^^^^^^^ 
out a war. July 27th, Governor Dennison ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ f^L Takmg a map. Gen- 
addressed the Senator at Hiram, stating that ^^al Buell pointed out the position of MarshalPs 
he was organizing some new regiments, and fo^eg i^ eastern Kentucky, marked the location 
asking Garfield if he would take a lieuten- in which the Union troops m that district were 
ant-colonelcy in one of them. Returning posted, explained the nature of the country and 
home, August 7th, from a few weeks* ab- its supplies, and then dismissed bis visitor with 
sence, he found the Governor's letter await- the remark: "If you were in command of the 
ing him. He immediately replied that he sub-department of eastern Kentucky, what would 
would take the place, if still open, provided you do ? Come here to-morrow morning at nine 
the regiment was to have a West Point colo- o'clock and tell me." Colonel Garfield returned 
nel. Receiving a favorable reply, he went ^ ^»s hotel, procured a map of Kentucky, tLa 
to Columbus the 15th, and on the 16th was ^^* census report, paper, pen, and faik, and sat 
mustered into the service as a lieutenant- ^^^^ ^ ^^^ **8^- He studied the roads, re- 
colonel. The same day he reported at Camp 8o^«»s» and population of every county in east- 
Chase to General Hill for such duty as might ®™ Kentucky. At daylight he was still at work, 

be assigned, " in connection with a tempo- ^"* ** '^'^^ ^'^^^'^^^ ^^ ^" ** ^«°«™^ ^^^"'^ 

rary command, for purposes of instruction headquarters with a sketch of his plans. Buell 

in camp duty and discipline." This was the ^^ '^ "^^ made it the basis of his Special Order 

, . . - .,.^ - ^ No. 86, Army of the Ohio, December 17, 1861, 

beginmng of a military career of two years . , . , *u r.. v* *v i . j . ^ .J 

J ^, ® ,, "^ ..,,., hy which the Eighteenth Bngade, Army of the 

and three months; a career, it is believed, ^^^io, was organized, 
that was as able and distinguished as that of 

any volunteer oflBcer in the war. The forces constituting the brigade were 
After a few weeks of duty at Camp four regiments of infantry, and several 
Chase, he was detailed to recruit the Forty- squadrons of cavalry. Order No. 85 directed 
second regiment of Ohio volunteers. Sue- the Colonel commanding the brigade to pro- 
ceeding in this service, he was commissioned ceed to the valley of the Big Sandy River, 
Coloneloftheregiment, September 5th. This and to repel the rebels then invading the 
promotion was wholly uusolicited. His qual- valley in force under the command of Gen- 
ifications for the oflBce were his great and eral Humphrey Marshall. The duty assigned 
versatile abilities, and such knowledge of «Pagei2. 
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vea difBoult and rospoiuible ; and that Qen- 
eral Boell ahoold assign it to a Tolnnteer 
officer having no knowledge of war, save 
what he had gathered in a few weeks' time, 
ma; well excite surprise. The explanation 
is, in part, the scardtj in those days of 
experienoed officers; and, for the rest, the 
extraordinarj oonfldence in Lis abilities and 
character with which General Garfield, all 
his life, has inspired men with whom he has 
come into contact That memorandum sub- 
toitted at LonisTiile, the morning of Decem- 
ber ITth, convinced the cold, silent, austere 
Buell of Garfield's fitness to command. 

The history of the Sandy Valley cam- 
pus can not be gtren here save in the most 
general terms. While Garfield's main force 
moved np the river, one regiment stmck 
across the country from Paris toward Pres- 
toubnrg. Early iu January, a jnnction of 
the forcea was effected high up the valley, 
and on the 10th they were in front of Mar- 
shall's entire force, prepared stubbornly to 
resist their further advance. The battle of 
Uiddla Creek followed, in which Uarshall, 
though hia forces largely outnumbered Gar- 
field's, to say nothing of his defensive po- 
sition, was defeated. The rebel General 
abandoned his position, hnmed his stores 
and camp furnitnre, and began a retreat that 
did not end nntil he reached Abingdon, Vir- 
ginia. After this victory, to clear the val- 
ley of the rebels was an easy task. 

Compared with the stupendons opera- 
tions of after dayti, this campEugn seems a 
trifling affair ; but it was widely heralded at 
the time, its success gave Union men every- 
where great cheer, and it proved that there 
was in the Ohio school-teacher and Senator 
tbe making of a soldier. Garfield's sncoess, 
both in the campaign and in the battle, was 
dne to the audacity nf inexperience as well 
as to his able handling of the forces when 
once the venture bad been made. He said 
afterward : " It was a very rash and impru- 
dent affair on my part If I had been an 
ofScer of more experience, I probably should 
not have made the ottack. As it was, hav' 
ing gone into the army with the notion that 
fighting was our bucdness, I didn't know 
any better." His success makes one wonder 
what mi^ht have happoood if the command- 
era of tbe great armies, east end west, in 



those gloomy winter days of 1S61-'S2, had 
ihown some of the same rashness and impm- 
iencel The battle of Middle Greek starts 
H>me curious thoughts, considered from an- 
other standpoint. A well-known memoran- 
dum of General McDowell's relates that, it 
eight o'clock tbe evening of January 10, 
18G2, he was closeted with Preudent Lin- 
coln at the White House. General Franklin, 
Secretaries Seward and Chase, and the Aa- 
sistant Secretary of War were also present 
To quote McDowell's memorandnm ; * 

The Preatdent was greatly disturbed at the 
Kate of atCalrs. Spoke of tbe ezhanated condl- 
tiMi of the treasuiy ; of tbe loss of public credit ; 
of the Jacobinism of Cougress ; of tbe delicsle 
coudiliou of our fordgn relations ; of the bad 
Dews he had received fnnn the West, particolarij 
as contained in a letter from General Halleck on 
tbe state of affairs in Uissouri; of the want of 
cooponitioa between Generals Uallcck and Bnell; 
but more than all, the sickness of General Ho- 
Clellao. Tbe PreaidcDt sold he was In great dis- 
tress, and as he had been to General UcCIellan's 
house and the General did not ask to see him, 
and as bo must talk to somebody, be bad sent for 
General Franklin and myself to obtain our opin- 
ion as to tbe possibility of soon oommendng 
active operations with tbe Anny of the Fotomac 
To use his own eipressloe, if something vss 
not loon dose, the trattom would be out of tbe 
whole affair; and if General UcCletlan did not 
want to use the anny, be would like to borroa 
it, provided he could see how it could be mode to 
do something. 

In those days, events that we now deem of 
slight importance often made on extraordi- 
nary impression upon men's minds; and one 
con not help wondering what tbe effect on 
that small circle of men would have been, 
especially on tbe President, had the news 
been fiashed to them that an Ohio school- 
master, with on inferior force, had just de- 
feated a rebel general, and waa at that hour 
pursning him in the woods of eastern Ken- 
tucky! 

Taken in its connections, the Sandy Val- 
ley campaign was not of slight importance. 
MarahaH's force was one of the two rebel 
armiea planted on General Buell's left fiank 
to prevent his advancing; gainst Bowling 
Green. The other was Zollicoffer's force, 

• "Ohio In Uw W»r," vol I, p. em. 



GENERAL GARFIELD'S PUBLIC LIFE. 



19 



defeated bj Greneral Thomas at Mill Springs. 
The defeat of two armies not only cleared a 
large part of the State of the Confederates, 
bat, with the operations of Foote and Grant 
in another quarter, left Baell free to begin 
operations in central Kentucky. In fact, 
the rebels did not wait for BuelPs attack, 
bat fell back on Nashville, and then beyond 
that city. What is more, Middle Greek was 
the first of the victories that won so much 
territory from the enemy, and also did so 
mnch to tone np the Union nund in the 
spring of 1862 : Middle Greek, Mill Springs, 
Fort Henry, Island No. 10, and Memphis. In 
a warm congratulatory order. General Buell 
spoke of the Valley campaign as "calling 
into action the highest qualities of a soldier 
— ^fortitude, perseverance, courage." The 
authorities at Washington made the Golonel 
who had conducted it a Brigadier-General 
of Volunteers, dating his commission January 
10, 1862. As he had been the youngest 
man in the Ohio Senate two years before, 
so now he was the youngest General in the 
army. 

This work finished, General Garfield was 
ordered to leave a small force at Piketon, to 
hold the Sandy Valley, and then to transfer 
the rest of the command to Louisville. There 
the Eighteenth Brigade was assigned to the 
command of General G. W. Morgan, des- 
tined for service at Cumberland Gap. Its 
old coDunander was directed to join General 
Buell, who, with the Army of the Ohio, was 
then beyond Nashville, hastening to effect 
a junction with Grant at Rttsburg Landing 
before Grant should be struck by the rebel 
General Johnston. Overtaking the army 
thirty miles beyond Columbia, he was as- 
signed to the command of the Twentieth 
Brigade, then a part of General Wood's di- 
vision. It has seemed fitting to mark with 
some detail and distinctness the entry of 
Greneral Garfield into the army, and his first 
soldier experience. For the next ten months 
his services must be summed up in a para- 
graph. 

With his command, he reached the field 
of Shiloh early in the afternoon of the sec- 
ond day of the battle, and contributed to 
the final repulse of the enemy. The next 
day he moved with Sherman to the front, 
and shared in a sharp engagement with the 



rear guard of the retreating army. Later, he 
participated in the operations before Corinth, 
and his command was among the first to en- 
ter that town on its evacuation by Beaure- 
gard. Then he was given the duty of re- 
building the bridges and reopening the rail- 
road between Corinth and Decatur. Cross- 
ing the Tennessee at Decatur, he made his 
headquarters at Huntsville, Alabama, the 
rest of the campaign. Here he served 
on several courts-martial, notably the one 
that tried General Turchin. By this time it 
was midsunmier, and the intense heat, ma- 
larial atmosphere, and hard work, together 
with a tendency to fever and ague, con- 
tracted on the canal years before, brought 
on a severe attack of that disease. 

About the first of August, he went home 
on sick-leave. At the same time Secretary 
Stanton, who had a high opinion of him, 
ordered Garfield to Cumberland Gap to suc- 
ceed Morgan in that command. He was un- 
able to leave his bed, and could not go. In 
obedience to farther orders, he reported in 
person to the Secretary late in September, 
1862. October 25th, he was detailed as a 
member of the Court of Inquiry created to 
investigate the case of General McDowell. 
November 8th, he was ordered to report for 
duty to General Hunter, to take part in a pro- 
jected expedition to South Carolina. As the 
second of these orders superseded the first, 
so a third soon superseded the second. No- 
vember 25th, he was detailed as a member 
of the General Court-martial for the trial of 
General Fitz John Porter. On this court he 
served during its sessions. General Hunter, 
who was the President of the court, greatly 
desired that Garfield might be assigned to 
his command in the South ; but an official 
order, dated January 14, 1868, sent him to 
the Army of the Cumberland, then under the 
command of General Rosecrans. He reached 
Rosecrans^s headquarters, at Murfreesboro, 
near the end of February, 1868. From this 
time till the close of his army life, we must 
proceed more slowly. 

General Rosecrans had won a brilliant 
victory at Stone River in the preceding De- 
cember. His army had suffered so heavily 
in men and in material that, the battle over, 
it stood in need of almost complete reor- 
ganization. When General Garfield arrived 
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at faeadqnartera, the work on band was 
the preparation of the armj fur offenaive 
operations. The commanding General of- 
fered him biB choice : to command a brigade 
or to be Chief of tbe Staff of the Anaj. 
There had been no chief of ataff since a cbd- 
non-ahot carried away the bead of Garesch^, 
the 80th of December previoas. Finally, 
be decided in faror of tbe latter, and Rose- 
crana accordingly Issued the appropriate or- 
der, February SBth. General GarGeld im- 
mediately entered upon hia new duties, and, 
before bo left the army in Sept«mber follow- 
ing, he had come to hare more inflnence 
over bis commander than any other man in 
the army. Early in the spring he directed 
Captain D. G. Swaim, bis adjutant, to or- 
ganize a Boroan of military Informatioo. 
"By a system of police and secret reports," 
says Captain Mason, "very fnll and trnst- 
iTorthy information waa obtained of the or- 
ganiimtion, strength, and position of the 
enemy's forces." The Captain adds tliat 
" this bnreaa was the most perfect machine 
of the kind organized daring tlie war." 
General Rosecrana was a man of brilliant 
mind ; he had also eminent soldier qnalities ; 
but be weB sensitive, absorbed in details, 
given to aaperiUes, and bad a fatal facnlty 
for getting into complications with tbe mili- 
tary antborities at 'Washington. His Chief 
of Staff labored to tbe utmost, and with 
some success, to bring about and preserve a 
better understanding. He saw that the or- 
ganization of the army was defective ; that 
two of tbe corps commanders were wholly 
unfit for their places ; and he strove without 
sncoesa to have these commanders super- 
seded by capable men. From January to 
June the Army of the Cumberland lay at 
Murfivesboro. The President end War Sec- 
retary insisted that it should move. Gen- 
eral Garfield added bia ui^ncyto tbdrs; 
but Roseorans said he was not ready, and 
that an offensive movement would be haz- 
ardous. Cn fortunately, most of tbe lead- 
ing generals supported bim in this opinion ; 
and when be called on the corps, division, 
and cavalry generals for their opinion, not 
one out of the seventeen concurred with 
Garfield. The information that came to 
Garfield by vaj of Swaim's bureau, satis- 
fied him tliat the time for a great blow was 



most opportune. Accordingly, he took the 
seventeen letters written hy tbe generals, 
collated them, sommarized their substance, 
Bupplemented the whole by a cogent argn- 
ment supporting bis own opinion, and car- 
ried tbe document to the Commanding Gen- 
eral of the Army. 

Mr. Wbitelaw Held, in bis "Ohio in the 
War," ventures to pronounce this report 
" the ablest military document submitted by 
a chief of staff to his superior during the 
war." * After looking over the whole field 
of the army's operations, counting the forces 
of all arms, and describing their equipment, 
as well as mustering tbe rebel army and 
ganging its power, he declares that, leaving 
behind all the troops that were necessary to 
bold tbe works at Mnrfreesboro, " there will 
be left 66,187 bayonets ond sabers to throw 
against Brsgg's 41,680." He "begs leave 
also to submit the following considerations," 
which are given as exhibiting the fullness of 
bia information of tbe subject in hand, the 
sweep of his mind, and the courage of his 
opmions : t 

1. Bragg's army is doh weaker than il has 
been since the battle of Stone River, or is likely 
to be agun for the present, viiile our army has 
reached iu maximum strength, and we have no 
right to expect reentorcemeDts for several months, 
if at all. 

2. Whatever bo the result at Vicksburg, tlie 
determination of Its fate will give large reSa- 
forccmentB to Bragg. If Qrsut is succesBlul, Ms 
army will require many weeks to recover from 
the shock and str^n of bia late campaign, while 
Johnston will send back to Bragg a force suf- 
ficient to insure tbe safety of Teimeasee. If 
Grant f^ls, the same result will inevitably fol- 
low, BO far as Brogg'e army is concemed. 

a, No man can predict with certainty the 
result of any battle, however great the disparity 
In numbers. Such results are in the bauds of 
God. But, viewing the question in the light of 
human calculatjon, I refuse to entertain a doubt 
that this army, vihicb io January lost defeated 
Bragg^s superior numbers, caa overwhelm his 
present greatly Inferior forces. 

4. The most anfavorablc course for ua that 
Bragg could take would be to fall back without 
giving us battle ; but this would be very disastrous 
to him. Besides the loss of maleriil of war and 
the ■bandonmeot of the rich and abundant bar- 
• Vol 1. p. »a. 1 1bid, pp. TS8-T56. 
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Test BOir netrl; rip« ia Mlddla Tenoeuee, he 
•ould loae heavilj b; dCMrtlon. It ia well known 
that ■ wideipreod disututaction eiiBta unong 
his Kentnckr And Tennesaee troopi. They are 
■Ireadj dcMtting in large DOmberc A retreat 
would gr«*tlj increase both tbe desire and the 
opportnnit; for deMrtlon, and would very mate- 
liallj reduce bil phjucal and moral Btreogth. 
Wbile it would leegthen our conunmilcatioae, it 
would give tu poueaaion of UcUInnrille, and en- 
able HI to threaten Chattanooga and Baat Tcn- 
TiniifKi ; aod It would not ba unreaBonable to ex- 
p«ot an earlT occapation of th« former place. 

5. But the chancel are more than eren that a 
■adden and rapid moremeat would compel a gen- 
Hal engagement, and thd defeat of Bragg would 
be in the highest d^ree disastrous to the rebd- 
lion. 

6. The turbulent aspect of politics in the loy- 
al States readers a deciaire blow againit the ene- 
my at this time of the highest importance to the 
nuceu ol the GoTcmment at tbe polls and la the 
enfoicemeut of the Consciiption net. 

1. The QoTemment and the War Department 
beliere that this army ought to move upon the 
eneny. The army desires It, and the country is 
■niiooslf hoping for it. 

8. Our true objectiTe pmnt ia the rebel army, 
wiMwe last reserves ate sabstaatially in the field ; 
and an effective blow will crush the shell, and 
soon be followed by tbe collapse of the rebel 



9. Ton have, in my judgment, wisely delayed 
a general moTcment hitherto, till your nrmy 
coold be masaed and your cavalry could be 
mounted. Your mobile force can now be cod- 
eentrated In twentj-Iour hours, and your cavalry, 
If not equal in numerical strength to that of the 
enemy, is greatly superior in efflcieney. For 
these reasons I belieTe an Immediate adrauce of 
lU oVT aTulable forces is advisable, and, under 
the proridence of God, will be succoasfuL 

This paper was irresistible. General Roae- 
orana sud the armj moat move, aad a tew 
days later opened tbe Tnllahonui campaign, 
wfaioh Ur. Reid dewribes as a campaiga * 
"perfect in its oonoaptioii, excellent in its 
general execution, and only hindered from 
reaolting in the complete destruction of the 
oppo^g armj by tbe delays which bad too 
long postponed its oommencement." 

It is proper to say that, at the opening of 
the campaign, tbe generals were atill in- 

> lUd.. p. T». 



oredaloos; and that Qeaeral Crittenden, the 
morning the advance began, actually rode np 
to Garfield's teat, as Garfield was putting on 
his rubber coat preparatory to mounting his 
horse, and said, in the manner that had 
marked his father, Senator Crittenden : " It 
is nnderstood, air, bj the general officers of 
the army, that this movement is your work. 
1 wish yon to understand that it is a rash 
and fatal movement, fur which you will be 
held reapoDsible," 

The author of thia teit-book thought 
that he noticed a bit of pardonable pride in 
Garfield when, in giving a history of this 
campaign ia hia Hiram library a few weeks 
later, he said : " I had the satisfaction of hav- 
ing these generals acknowledge, at the end 
of the campaign, that they wore wrong and 
that I was right." 

Tollohama reached, General Roseorans 
again delayed, and the old difficulties with 
the War Department again sprang up. But 
the advance on Chattanooga finally began. 
Sending two or three brigades to oconpy the 
attention of the enemy in front of that town, 
RosecraoB, with the main body of the army, 
crossed the Tenneasee some distance lower 
down, and struck the line of Bragg's com- 
manication with the country in his rear. 
The rebel General evacuated the town, and 
marched rapidly np the valley ot Chickaman- 
ga Creek, to prevent hia being crnshed be- 
between Rosecrans's army and the river. 
Through the incompetence of one of the 
corps commanders, a da; or two was lost 
to the main army, thereby enabling Bragg to 
escape the immediate blow prepared for him. 
The Union General now concentrated hia 
forces; tbe rebel General gathered in every 
available reenforcement ; and, on the 16th 
of September, the great battle of Chickaman- 
ga began. We are here interested in thia 
two days' conflict only as conoerns General 
Garfield, lie performed to the fall the 
dnties of hia position aa Chief of Staff, and 
much more. It is said that he wrote every 
general order except one, and that one was 
the order which, based on false information, 
elnmsily worded, and too literally obeyed, 
gave the enemy nn immediote advantage. 
A gap was made in the line ; Longstreet 
harled a division through the opening; and 
in one short hour the whole right wing 
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of the army dissolved into a mob of fugi- 
tives, bearing the General and his staff with 
them in their flight toward Ohattanooga. To 
check the retreat was impossible. Believing 
that defeat had also overtaken the other 
wing, General Bosecrans pushed on to Chat- 
tanooga to rally the army at that point. But 
his Chief of Staff, confident that the left was 
still holding its ground, sought and obtained 
permission to ride across the country in quest 
of General Thomas. The ride was perilous 
and full of exciting incidents. An orderly 
was killed by his side; his horse was hit. 
He found the " Bock of Chickamauga '^ nn- 
moved. He communicated information of 
what had happened, and then acted under 
the orders of Thomas the rest of that bloody 
day. The heroic remnant of the army re- 
pulsed every attack. 

As the baffled enemy fell back at night- 
fall, in company with General Granger Gar- 
field supervised the shotting of a battery of 
six *^ Napoleons," and saw them discharged 
after the rebels as they plunged into the 
woods and darkness. What subsequently 
befell the army and its General are well- 
known matters of history. In a few days 
General Garfield was sent to Washington as 
bearer of dispatches, and to explain matters 
to the War Department. In Washington he 
met Secretary Stanton, who told him that 
he had been made a Major-General of Vol- 
unteers, *^for gallant and meritorious ser- 
vices at the battle of Chickamauga." For 
reasons soon to appear, December 8, 1863, 
in the city of Washington, he resigned his 
commission. The period of his military ser- 
vice had been two years, three months, and 
nineteen days. Leave is taken of Garfield 
the soldier without characterizing his ser- 
vices further than to repeat, no officer in 
the volunteer service more distinguished 
himself in the whole war. The facts as re- 
lated speak for themselves. 

We are now to follow him to that theatre 
of activity where he has performed his most 
valuable public work. First, however, we 
must note the causes that led him from the 
martial to the civic field. In the summer of 
1862, a large number of active Republicans 
in the Nineteenth Ohio Congressional Dis- 
trict, by a spontaneous impulse, brought 
General Garfield forward as a candidate for 



Congress. This movement was in no aense 
inspired by himself, nor did he give the can- 
vass personal attention. He was nominated, 
and, as the district was overwhelmingly Re- 
publican, he was elected in October by a 
large minority. His election had no imme- 
diate efiect on the soldier, as we have seen. 
In fact, more than half of his military life lies 
on this side of his election to Congress. Be- 
sides, it is proper to mention some facts con- 
cerning his leaving the army. 

The pay of a M^or-General was double 
the salary of a Congressman ; he was poor 
and needed the money; his soldier career 
thus far had been far more successful than 
he could have hoped ; he #as young, popular 
in the army, stood high at Washington, and 
could confidently look forward to more dis- 
tinguished service. From this point of view, 
the change was an act of self-denial. But 
there was great need of intelligent legislators 
at Washington, especially on military affairs ; 
his brother officers told him that he could be 
more useful to the army in Congress than in 
the camp ; President Lincoln added his ur- 
gent persuasion; besides, he could hardly 
disappoint those who had elected him. He 
took leave of his companions in arms with 
much reluctance. Immediately on resigning 
his M(gor-General*s commission, he took his 
seat in the House of Representatives, of 
which body he has continued a member to 
this day. 



CHAPTER VI. 

C0NOBB88MAN GARFIELD. 

" Since the year 1S64, you can not think of a 
question which has been debated in Congress, or 
disouBsed before the great tribunal of the Amerioan 
people, in regard to which you will not find, if you 
wish instruction, the argument on one side stated, 
in almost every instance better than by anybody 
else, in some speech made in the House of Bepre- 
sentatives or on the hustings by Mr. Garfield." — 
Bon, G. F. Boar, 

To ninety-nine men out of every hundred 
who served in the Union army, military 
service was a great surprise. The United 
States had been a great theatre of civil but 
not of military activity ; and the idea that 
they should become soldiers had never oo- 
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oorred to these men until the call to arms 
rang in their ears. To them, service in 
the army, at the very least, meant either a 
postponement or an entire breaking op of 
such plans of life as thej had formed. 
General Garfield was one of the ninety-nine. 
What his plans for the future were in 1860 
I do not know, farther than I infer them 
from his antecedents. Probably he would 
have entered upon a legal, as he had already 
entered upon a political career. One can 
not help speculating what his life would have 
been had he never been a soldier. For my- 
self, I must hold the opinion that it would 
not have been greatly different. Probably 
he would have seen more of the law-office 
and the conrt-room than he now has ; but 
that he would have had a great political 
career, I can not doubt. The character of 
his mind, the drift of his ambition, the na- 
ture of his studies, and the success of his 
entry into politics in 1856-^60 are the pledges 
of this opinion. I do not mean that he 
would have consciously sought public pre- 
ferment. It would have come to him, as in 
fact it always has come, without his seek- 
ing;. The most that I am willing to allow is, 
that his military services probably hastened 
his entry into national politics, and, without 
his striving to make them so, have been to 
him a strong element of political power. 

But, disnussing curious speculations, I am 
now to follow General Garfield through 
his national political life. Considering the 
length of this career, and the great range 
and value of his civil activities, it must be 
said that his public services as teacher, and 
even as soldier, are small in comparison. 
His great path the last seventeen years will 
now be distinctly marked out. 

I. 
Thirty-eighth Congress, ISBS-'eS. 

When Mr. Garfield entered the House of 
Representatives, a class of men, most of 
whom have since disappeared, were in full 
asoendancy in both parties. The Republi- 
can leaders were men who had borne able 
and honorable parts in the great debate on 
the subject of slavery ; of this subject they 
were masters. But as they had chiefly spent 
their pditioal activity in attack, in opposi- 



tion to the forces long in possession of the 
Government, as a class they were not strong 
in constructive statesmanship, especially on 
the great questions that are uppermost to- 
day. Death has removed many of these il- 
lustrious men, but others have fallen out of 
public life because of their non-adaptation 
to the new era. It was for the great 
changes that began with the advent of the 
Republican party to power — the war, recon- 
struction, and the ac^nstment of the govern- 
ment to the new order of things grow- 
ing out of the war — to introduce to the 
country a new order of public men, viz., 
men whose political characters were formed, 
not so much by the slavery debate in the 
days of opposition, as by the series of tre- 
mendous events beginning in April, 1861. 
In the Thirty-eighth Congress the new men 
began to appear in public affairs. Mr. Gar- 
field was one of the new men. His political 
opinions have been largely formed, and his 
political character matured, in wrestling 
with the great questions of the last seven- 
teen years. In all respects he is one of the 
foremost men, if not the foremost man, of 
the new generation of statesmen. 

On Mr. Garfield's entry into the House, 
the Speaker very naturally and properly put 
him on the Military Committee, of which 
Hon. R. 0. Schenck was chairman. Mr. 
Garfield was the fourth in order on the Com- 
mittee, but in ability and usefulness he 
ranked next to the chairman himself. 

In December, 1863, the Nation was in 
the agony of the war. Vicksburg and 
Gettysburg were indeed behind, but the 
great operations that were to crush the re- 
bellion were yet before. Ordinarily, the 
Committee of Ways and Means (especially 
before the former duties of that Committee 
were distributed among the Ways and 
Means, Appropriations, and Banking and 
Currency Committees) is the most important 
in the House ; but it was not so in 1868. 
Then the Military Committee, in importance 
and conspicuousness, ranked all others, and 
a place on it was considered desirable by 
the ablest and most ambitious members. 

It will be impossible to particularize all 
of General Garfield's services to the army in 
committee and on the floor. Any man who 
will take pains to go through " The Globe,'' 
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from December 5, 1863, to March 4, 1865, 6, 1864, proposing to meet the case bj the 

will at ODce assent to the statement that payment of bounties. This was a very pop- 

the Army and the War Department had no nlar measure ; popular with the people, with 

more intelligent and zealous co-worker in the the army, and with Congress ; popular with 

House. His name is identified with every all these classes for very different though 

important measure. Some of his most im- very obvious reasons. The vote stood one 

portant services must receive the promi- hundred and twelve to two. The two "noes" 

nence here that they have in the history of were given by Mr. Garfield and Mr. GrinneO 

the country. of Iowa. Mr. Garfield stated the reasons 

It was the onerous duty of the Military which governed him in voting, in this speech : 
Committee to originate measures to keep the Mr. Speaker: I regret that I was not aUe to 

army fully recruited, as it was of the Ways meet with the Military Committee when this reso- 

and Means to provide money, the other sinew lution was under consideration. I did not reach 

of war. Popular as was the war for the the city until a few hours before the House met 

Union in the beginning, magnificent as was this morning ; but if I understand the matter 

the patriotism of the American people from correctly from the public journals, the reqaett 

first to last, it early became apparent thafr of the President and the War Department wis 

volunteering alone, even when stimulated by ^^ continue the payment of bounties until the Isl 

liberal bounties, would not furnish the num- ^' February next ; but the resolution before the 

her of men required to preserve the Union. "°^«° P'^P^^^^ ^ «^*«^^ *^« P^y°»^°* "^^ ^ 

More stringent measures must be taken. 1«* ^^^arch And while the President asks us 

■„ . • ■% .* A iM XI TT 'i. 1 to contmue the payment of bounties to vetenn 

But m a democratic country uke the United , , , , , . ..... ,i 

«, , , „ - ... .,, .,., volunteers only, the resolution extends it to all 

States, wholly unfamiliar with military con- i . u lu * •* u 

. . .„ . , , volunteers, whether veterans or raw recrmts. If 

scnption, still more m a country where the ^^^ resolution prevans. it seems to me we shall 
States had always been so prominent in the ^^^p ^^^ g^^g ^^ ^he Government befow 
wars that the Nation had been engaged in, ^^^^ jg^ ^f ^^rch arrives. I can not consent to a 
the enactment and enforcement of an effi- measure which authorizes the expenditure of m 
cient draft law by the national authority yast a sum as will be expended under this reBolo- 
was confessedly difllcult. The opponents of tion, unless it be shown absolutely indispensable 
the war would promptly seize hold of the to the work of filling up the army. I am anx- 
very attempt at recruiting by the draft as a ious that veterans should volunteer, and that lib- 
weapon with which to attack the Adminis- eral bounties should be paid to them. But if wo 
tration ; while all those Union men who were extend the payment to all classes of volunteers 
fearful of endangering their own seats in for two months to come, I fear we shall swamp 
Congress, or of sacrificing popular approval, ^^^ Government. Before I vote for this resolu- 
favored the feeblest policy that they thought ^^^^ ^ ^^""^ *^ ^°^ whether the Government is 
would meet the emergency. However, a determined to abandon the draft. If it be Its 

law for drafting was enacted by Congress, P°"^ *^ "^^«« *^^ ''^^ ^^'^^ by volunteering 

■nr-^^-u o torn T> 1. -i. • and paying bounties, we have one hue of policy 

March 8, 1803. Perhaps it was as vigorous ,* i ... i j . ^ 

X .t X. .^i- ,1. ^^ to pursue. If the conscnption law is to be any- 

a measure as, at the time, the public would ^j^.^ ^^^ ^ ^^^ j^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^^ ^ 

support. But before Congress met the next Une of policy is a very different one. I ask the 

winter, it was clear to the authorities, and to gentleman from Illmois to inform me what course 

all discerning and impartial men, that it was jg ^o be adopted. I am sorry to see in this resc 

whoUy inadequate to the wants of the Na- lution the indication of a timid and vaciUating 

tion. In the first place, some dozen classes of course. It is unworthy the dignity of our Gov- 

exemptions were made ; and, in the second, cmment and our army to use the conscription act 

any drafted man could relieve himself from as a scarecrow, and the bounty system as a bait, 

the service on paying three hundred dollars to alternately scare and coax men into the army, 

commutation. The Thirty-eighth Congress, Let us give liberal bounties to veteran soldiers 

at its first session, had to face the question, who may reenlist, and for raw recruits use the 

"What shall be done to fill up the army ? " draft. 

The first answer was a resolution intro- This speech and vote exhibited not only 

duced by the Military Committee, January great foresight, but also great courage. Mr. 
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Ghorfield stood in opposition to his party, 
md even to his own Committee. It is re- 
parted that Secretary Ohase, in a private 
Qonyersation a few days later, told the 
foang legislator that the vote was right, 
Biat he was proad of it, hut admonished 
Qarfield that it was a risky thiDg to vote 
igainst one^s whole party, and was not to he 
ione very often. 

The logic of events was swift to vindicate 
lK>ih the speech and the vote of January 6th. 
Mr. Lincoln took the very unusual step of 
going to the Capitol to confer with a com- 
aiittee. He told the Committee, what he 
Midije did not dare tell the puhlic, that the 
tfmy then numhered 750,000 men ; that in 
4116 hundred days 380,000 would he dis- 
teharged hy the expiration of their terms of 
4BD]istment ; and he declared that, unless the 
i^Iaces of the 380,000 could he filled immedi- 
ately, not only could the war not he pushed, 
Tmt Sherman must he recalled from Atlanta 
and Grant from the Peninsula. He said : 
**Iask you to give me the power to draft 
Tnen to fill the ranks." Some of the Repub- 
Hcan members remonstrated, and reminded 
ICr. Lincoln that such a measure would 
^danger their return to the House, and his 
own reflection. Raising his tall figure to its 
loll height, and his great mind to the level 
«f the sublime, the President said : " Gentle- 
men, it is not necessary that I should be 
leSlected ; but it is necessary that I should 
"put down this rebellion. If you will give 
me this law, I will put it down before my 
successor takes his seat." A bill embodying 
the President's ideas was prepared, and re- 
ported to the House. The first and most 
important section was struck out by a vote 
of one hundred to fifty. After further de- 
l>ate, Mr. Garfield moved to strike out the 
third and fourth sections, saying, as he did 
80: 

The bill, as my colleague on the Committee 
hu 8aid, was presented as a whole ; it is a measure 
^st had no value in it, except the last two sec- 
tions, unless taken as a whole. The heart is cut 
out of it, and the head cut off, and, with the ex- 
option of those two sections, I have not only 
no desire that it should pass, but I believe the 
niangled trunk would be a deformity, and would 
seriously injure the eJQBdency of the present law. 
^e come before the House to say that the Presi- 



dent had informed us, what our own examination 
of the state of the country also led us to believe, 
that the Government is in want of men, and not 
of money, to fill the ranks of its army ; that the 
law we have given to the President and the War 
Department has in the main failed to secure the 
requisite reenforcements. 

It is no longer a question that we can not 
retain the commutation clause of the Enrollment 
act and at the same time fill up the army so as to 
supply the waste of battle. 

Gentlemen, this Congress must sooner or later 
meet the issue face to face, and I believe the time 
will soon come, if it has not now come, when we 
must give up the war or give up the commuta- 
tion. I believe the men and the Congress that 
shall finally refuse to strike out the commutation 
clause, but retain it in its full force as- it now is, 
will substantially vote to abandon the war. And 
I am not ready to believe, I will not believe, that 
the Thirty-eighth Congress has come to that con- 
clusion. 

This was the 21st of June. The measure 
came up again a few days later. Mr. Gar- 
field now made one of the strongest and 
most effective speeches that he has ever 
made in Oongress. It never appeared in 
pamphlet form, but it can be found in "The 
Globe" for June 21, 1864. After briefly 
reviewing the action of the House, he said : 

Mr. Speaker : It has never been my policy to 
conceal a truth merely because it is unpleasant. 
It may be well to smile in the face of danger, but 
it is neither well nor wise to let danger approach 
unchallenged and unannounced. A brave nation, 
like a brave man, desires to see and measure the 
perils which threaten it. It is the right of the 
American people to know the necessities of the 
Republic when they are called upon to make sac- 
rifices for it. It is this lack of confidence in our- 
selves and the people, this timid waiting for 
events to control us when they should obey us, 
that makes men oscillate between hope and fear ; 
now in the sunshine of the hill-tops, and now in 
the gloom and shadows of the valley. To such 
men the bulletin which heralds success in the 
army gives exultation and high hope ; the even- 
ing dispatch announcing some slight disaster to 
our advancing columns brings gloom and depres- 
sion. Hope rises and falls by the accidents of 
war, as the mercury of the thermometer changes 
by the accidents of heat and cold. Let us rather 
take for our symbol the sailor*8 barometer, which 
faithfully forewarns him of the tempest, and 



26 THE REPUBUCAN TEXT-BOOK FOB THE CAMPAIGN OF 1880. 

pves him unorriog promise of serene skies and era! Garfield in this matter argaes not*oiil/ 

peaceful seas. foresight but unasoal courage. He was it 

He then went on to state the grounds ®°^ assailed by some of the popnlar or- 

for anxiety and apprehension. He gave a S^«- ^^ ®^^ district was deeply aroosed 

condensed and vivid statement of the efforts ^^ ^^ "^^^^ ^^ speeches. Sincerely think- 

and sacrifices made by England in the great ^°S *^*^ ^® ^^^ ^*^ ^^ ^^^ "^^ ^^ ^ 

ware with Napoleon ; next he spoke of the ^^^^^ ^^ oppressive, loyal citizens pound 

struggles of the Revolutionary fathers in the in i^pon him indignant denunciation. Hit 

war of Independence ; he drew a further courage stood out all the bolder from tbi. 

lesson in courage, thoroughness, and devo- ^^^* *^*^ ^^^ ^^° renomination and relSM* 

tion from the very rebels who were striving ^^^^ ^®^® *^®^ pending. StiU the m^wi^ . 

to destroy the Government. He then as- of his constituents held up his hands; andik ; 

serted the right of the Nation to the money ^^ °^*^ ^<>°« ^^^ criticism ceased. AD 

of the citizen : " Coercion accompanies the °^®^ ^^^® testimony to his foresight^ aod 

tax-gatherer at every step." He also assert- thanked him for the very courage witk 

ed her right to the citizen's service : " Every ^^^^^^ ^® ^^^ opposed their vmhes. 
nation under heaven claims the right to '^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^' Coalfield's most vah- 

order its citizens into tiie ranks as soldiers." ^^^® »®^^^^® ^ the Thirty-eighth OongrMi. 

This is his stirring peroration: ^^ °^^ ^^^^ 8*^^^ *t some length. Ei 

other labors can be briefly dismissed. 

I ask gentlemen who oppose this repeal, why gjg fiyg^ considerable speech was deUv- 

they desire to make it easy for citizens to escape ^^^ January 28, 1864, on the seizure and 

from military duty? Is it a great hardship to eonfiscation of the property of rebels, hi 

serve one's country ? Is it a disgmceful semee? ^.^ ^^^^^ ^ ^ ^^^^ j^^ 

^ J'« ?y«^. ^;f^'«^y*^,t«^^«-/di^« uthe speech of the session," he dlsooseed 
in the field, "This is a disreputable business; . , f.,., ., , . 7^ . ,3 a 
you have been deceived; you have been caught ^'^^ f"'^'^^ *^^ law-pomte involved ttid 
in the trap, and we will make no law to put any. P^^^ ^P^° *^« «^^J^^ * ??^.f5 ^it^ ^ 
body else in it " ? Do you thus treat your sol- ^^^^ ^^^ the political and juridical history 
diersin the field? They are proud of their vol- o^ the country. The speech is found m 
untary service, and, if there be one wish of the "The Globe," January 28, 1864. 
army paramount to all others, one message more It will be remembered that the progre« 
earnest than all the others which they send back of the war was much embarrassed by coin- 
to you, it is that you will aid in filling up their plications with certain railroads ; notably the 
battle-thinned ranks by a draft which will com- road from New York to Philadelphia fur- 
pel lukewarm citizens who prate against the war nished inadequate facilities for transportik 
to go into the field. They ask that you will not tion between those cities. The executive 
expend large bounties in paying men of third- departments, as well as the traveling publlOi 
rate patriotism, while they went with no other made sore complaints. The difficulty wai 
bounty than that love of country to which they aggravated by the narrow policy long ad- 
gave their young lives a free offering, but that ^^^^ ^ i>y the State of New Jersev. These 
you will compel these eleventh-hour men to take ^^^ hastened tiie arrival in national pdi. 
their chances In the field beside them Let us ^.^ ^^ ^ question-the relation of ibs 
grant their request^ and, by a steady and persis- ^^^^^^ Government to the interstate rafl- 
tent effort, we shalL m the end, be it near or , _- , _. j «^ io/,j ^i tt 

* u .* . * *u 1^ roads. March 24 and 81, 1864, the House 

remote, be it m one year or ten, crown the Na- , . _ ., .. ^^ i..« ^ j 

tion with victory and enduring peace. havmg under consideration the bill to de- 

clare the Raritan and Atlantic Railroad a 

Largely as the result of this speech, the legal structure for commerce between Kew 
bill was earned ; with the concurrence of the York and Philadelphia, Mr. Garfield deliv- 
Senate and the signature of the President ered an able speech eo tided ^^Free Corn- 
it became a law, and the army was soon re- merce between the States." It was the first 
cruited. The ** victory and enduring peace " of his speeches to appear in pamphlet, 
promised by the orator soon followed. January 13, 1865, in reply to Hon. G. 

As before remarked, the action of Gen- H. Pendleton, of his own State, he made a 
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sfrong speech on the Oonstitntional Amend- 
ment to abolish slavery. Considerable ex- 
tracts from this speech will appear nnder 
the proper head. February 17, 1864, there 
came np in the House a resolution to thank 
Major-General Thomas and the officers and 
men who fought under him in the great 
battle of Ghickamauga. On an amendment 
of his own to insert the name of Major- 
Oeneral Rosecrans before the name of 
Thomas, he made a brilliant eulogy on his 
old commander of the Army of the Cumber- 
land. It was in this Congress, too, that he 
delivered his famous invective on Mr. Long, 
a Eepresentative from Ohio. 

In the session of 1863-^64, charges against 
the management of the Treasury were afloat 
in the country. They were iterated and 
reiterated by the opposition newspapers. 
Naturally they found expression in the 
House of Representatives. One charge was, 
that Secretary Chase was using abandoned 
plantations in the South so as to obtain 
means for advancing his own political aims. 
Another was, that gross frauds were going 
on in the Printing Bureau of the Treasury. 
It will be remembered that the party in 
power had set up this Bureau. Several hun- 
dred women were employed in the work — 
the first instance of women in large numbers 
being admitted to the Government service. 
This will explain the third charge, which 
was that " much evil had been produced by 
the conversion of the Treasury building into 
a house of orgies and bacchanals." The ani- 
mt« of these attacks on the Treasury was 
partly a desire to injure Secretary Chase; 
partly a disposition to embarrass the Gov- 
ernment ; but principally to advance the in- 
terests of the engraving and bank-note com- 
panies. These companies desired to break 
np the Printing Bureau, and to compel the 
Treasury to hire the companies to do the 
work at such prices as they might dictate. 
That they might be in a better position to 
negotiate with the Government, all the com- 
panies had formed a close monopoly, and 
had actually got control of many of the en- 
gravers and presses of the Old World. Ac- 
cordingly, April 80, 1864, Mr. Garfield of- 
fered a resolution to the effect that a com- 
mittee of nine be appointed by the Speaker 
to investigate all these charges, or any other 



allegations which had been made, or might 
be made, affecting the integrity of the ad- 
ministration of the Treasury Department. 
His motion was carried. In obedience to the 
custom, he was himself made the chairman 
of the Committee, some of the ablest mem- 
bers of the House being associated with him. 
A most painstaking and exhaustive investi- 
gation, extending over two months, and 
reaching to every nook and cranny of the 
Treasury, was made. June 30, 1864, Mr. Gar- 
field submitted the majority report. Its vari- 
ous findings and recommendations can not 
here be specified. It declared that the Bu- 
reau had resulted in a gi*eat saving of ex- 
pense to the Government, that it was a great 
security against fraud, and that its affairs had 
been administered with marked ability and 
integrity. It was a most able and valuable 
document. It is well worth reading to-day 
for the information that it furnishes con- 
cerning the operations of the Treasury, and 
especially the Printing Bureau. 

Mr. Garfield's name is prominently con- 
nected with other public measures in the 
Thirty-eighth Congress. These must be 
passed over. At its close hb had won a most 
enviable position in the House, and before 
a large section of the public. 

July 4, 1865, General Garfield delivered 
an oration at Ravenna, Ohio, in which ho 
took strong ground in favor of negro suffrage. 
One of his most forcible arguments was 
that, unless the ballot was given the negroes, 
since they would henceforth be counted man 
for man in making up the basis of represen- 
tation, and not five for three as under the 
old rule, a state of things very like the old 
English rotten borough system would exist 
in the South. This argument was fully il- 
lustrated by a history of the gross abuses 
swept away by the English Reform Bill of 
1832. One striking sentence from this ora- 
tion was long used as a motto by a local 
newspaper : " Suffrage and Safety, like Lib- 
erty and Union, are one and inseparable." 

11. 
Thirty-ninth Congress^ 1865-67. 

At the opening of the Thirty-ninth Con- 
gress, the Speaker asked Mr. Garfield his 
preference as to the committee to which he 
should be assigned. He said he did not wish 
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to go upon tlie Militarj Committee again, 
and that his preference was the Ways and 
Means. He was accordingly assigned to that 
committee, the chairman of which was Hon. 
J. S. Morrill. To some men this may seem 
a strange request. The Military Committee 
still had important duties to perform. The 
war was indeed over, but the army was to 
he reorganized. He was thoroughly familiar 
with the subjects which would come before 
that committee, and considerations of ease 
would suggest that he remain where he had 
been. But he consulted rather his usefulness 
to the country and the increase of his own 
knowledge and experience. He saw clearly 
that a new era was opening in national poli- 
tics, and he wished to enter it with the first. 
What this era was in its great features must 
be stated, since such statement furnishes the 
proper introduction to the further history 
of Mr. Garfield's services. 

An enormous debt had been contracted 
by the war ; the credit of the Government 
in the money markets of the world was 
low; more than $150,000,000 interest, at 
high rates, had to be provided for every 
year ; a vast floating debt had either to be 
paid or funded; the army had to be paid 
off, and obligations on the score of bounties 
and pensions met ; the two systems of taxa- 
tion, external and internal, which had been 
created since the war began, although they 
yielded vast revenues, bore heavily upon the 
industries of the country, and needed to be 
thoroughly overhauled and better adjusted 
to the productive and tax-paying powers of 
the people. These were the fiscal questions 
of the new era. Then the close of the war 
found Southern society in ruins ; the State 
governments were now to be set up under 
the general oversight of the national author- 
ity ; and the white and black races, in their 
new conditions, as far as possible were to be 
acynsted to each other. These were recon- 
struction questions, and, unfortunately, lay 
almost wholly in the field of party politics. 
The questions staring Congress and the coun- 
try in the face in 1865 were less startling and 
heroic than those of the war period ; but 
they were more difiicult, and, since the Na- 
tion exists for peace and not for war, more 
important. To build up, to restore, to bind 
together, and to heal what was crushed and 



broken, especially in the presence of fierce 
passions, calls for a higher order of alnlitj 
and nobler character than the simple wotk 
of destruction. We can now see why, is 
December, 1865, Mr. Garfield wished to be 
assigned to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. As will be fnUy brought out in the 
last chapter of this life, he at once entered 
upon those financial studies that have mide 
him one of the greatest living authoritiei on 
American finance. These studies soon b^ 
gan to bear fruit in the House, though Hie 
richer harvest came in succeeding Congreesei. 
His labors in the line of his committee w<Nrk 
will first be described. 

March 16, 1866, lie made in the Honee in 
elaborate speech on *^ The Public Debt end 
Specie Payments." This was the first of hie 
great efforts to maintain the public futli, 
and to turn the prow of the ship toward the 
shore of solid values. He attempted litde 
beyond making a plain statement of the 
great financial problem before the country 
for solution. The bill under consideration 
related to the two leading points in thut 
problem : 1. ^* To our indebtedness thtt 
shall accrue from time to time in couroe of 
the next three years " ; 2. ** To our currency 
and its relation to the staudard of Talue.** 
The bill in effect gave the Secretary of the 
Treasury power to exchange any desciiptioa 
of bonds authorized by the act of March 8, 
1865, entitled " An Act to Provide Ways and 
Means to support the Govemmenti'* for 
Treasury notes or other obligations 
under any act of Congress, whether bearing 
interest or not; also power to sell sndi 
bonds, either in the United States or else- 
where, subject, as to amount, rate, and time, 
to the Secretary's own discretion, the pro> 
ceeds of such sales to be used for retixing 
Treasury notes or other obligations 
under any. act of Congress. It will be 
that the bill looked to meeting the obliga- 
tions of the Nation, but especially to a con* 
traction of the currency. It gave the Secre- 
tary full power to retire greenbacks at his 
discretion ; and it was well known that Sec- 
retary McCulloch would use it to that end. 
Mr. Garfield's speech was an able one, show- 
ing a mastery of the whole subject. He 
clearly saw that sooner or later the country 
must return to specie payments; and this 
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teknew oonld be reached onlj by contracting 

h» carrenojr. One of the most valaable 

nd impreflaive parta of the speech was his 

lUtoment of the steps by which England re- 

nmed specie payments after the wars with 

Kapoleon. The bill was lost Still, oat of 

the (Uscossion came a law that gave the Sec- 

ntery power to meet the public obligations, 

Mwell as power to contract the currency at 

tlw rate of four million dollars a month. This 

lav, to the enactment of which Mr. Garfield 

powerfully contributed, was the first of the 

long series of steps that led to resumption of 

qMcie payments, January 1, 1879. Said he, 

in closing: '^Mr. Speaker, I remember that 

OB the monument of Queen Elizabeth, where 

ber glories were recited and her honors 

nmmed up, among the last and the highest, 

reeorded as the climax of her honors, was 

ihis : that she had restored the money of her 

dngdom to its just value. And when this 

loose shall have done its work, when it shall 

lave brought back values to the proper stand- 

xd, it will deserve a monument.*' 

One of the most important questions that 
ame before the Thirty-ninth Congress was 
he revision of the Tariff law of 1861 . Space 
an not be taken to define that law, and the 
arious amendments made to it from time to 
tme ; nor can the history of the legislation 
f 1866 be followed. Mr. Garfield took a 
rominent part in the discussion. His prin- 
ipal speech, the first of his considerable 
peeches on the TarifiT, was made July 10th. 
t contains the great doctrines that have 
aided its author in all his utterances on this 
itjecL This is its key-note : 

I hold that a properly adjusted competition 
etween home and foreign products is the best 
mge by which to regulate international trade. 
hUiet Mhotdd he to high thai our tnanufadurera 
m fairly compete with the foreign product, but 
9t SO high as to enable them to drive out the 
»reign article, enjoy a monopoly of the trade, 
id T^olate the price as they please. This is my 
letrine of Protection. If Congress pursues this 
Be steadily, we shall year by year approach 
Ofe nearly to the basis of Free Trade, because 
e shall be more nearly able to compete with 
iier nations on equal terms. I am for Protcc* 
m that leads to ultimate Free Trade. I am for 
lai Free Trade which can only be achieved 
■ongfa a reasonable protection. 



Mr. Garfield^s comprehensive mind and 
liberal spirit recoiled from a state of perma- 
nent protection. Still he believed that pro- 
tection/or the time was essential to ultimate 
freedom of trade. Such is his position to- 
day. Here it may be said that American 
commerce in 1866 was a house of a thousand 
gables. The Tariff bw of 1861 attempted to 
furnish each roof, no matter how small, with 
trough and spouting to carry even the drib- 
lets of revenue to the great national reservoir 
at Washington. The system was picturesque 
and striking, but inconvenient and costly. 
Mr. Garfield has always favored the removal 
of much of this complicated machinery. He 
has held that the system can be greatly sim- 
plified, and that the importer and traveler 
can be relieved of much vexation and ex- 
pense without endangering domestic indus- 
try or the national revenues. His full views 
on the Tariff will be presented in his own 
words in another place. 

In February, 1866, the National Associ- 
ation of School Superintendents held its 
annual meeting in Washington City. One 
of its labors was to draft a memorial, pray- 
ing Congress to establish a National Bureau 
or Department of Education. As Mr. Gar- 
field had once been on educator, and was 
still known as an ardent friend of educa- 
tion, the management of the memorial was 
intrusted to him. The House referred it to 
a select committee, of which he was chair- 
man. This committee reported a "Bill to 
establish a National Bureau of Education." 
Juno 8, 1866, he made an able speech in 
support of this bill. At first the measure 
was lost by a decided majority. Subse- 
quently it was reconsidered and passed. 
The concurrence of the Senate and the Pres- 
ident's approval made the bill a law. It 
was almost wholly owing to him that this 
important measure was carried. He gave 
it not only his earnest support in the com- 
mittee and on the floor, but made an ener- 
getic private canvass among the members. 
Since its creation, he has defended the 
Bureau against all assaults ; and if some of 
its original powers have since been sheared 
away, and its efiiciency thereby much im- 
paired, it has not been without his earnest 
protest. 

It is proper here to depart from strict 
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chronological order to give an account of 
General Garfield^s later labors in the cause 
of National Education. He made a short, 
though forcible speech on ^* National Aid to 
Education," February 6, 1872. Again, Feb- 
. ruarj 11, 1879, he discussed elaborately, in 
a most enlightened and liberal spirit, the 
'* Relation of the National Government to 
Science." Before the subject is here dis- 
missed, it should bo said, these speeches 
show their author to be one of the ablest 
and most zealous friends of education in 
the country, fully deserving the eulogy of 
Senator Hoar : ^^ lie was one of the earliest 
and foremost advocates of building up the 
educational interests of the South, at the 
national charge." Before this Congress 
also came the troublesome reconstruction 
questions growing out of tho war. From 
the first, Mr. Garfield bore an important 
part in tho debates on this subject. Feb- 
ruary 1, 1866, the House having under con- 
sideration the ^^ Bill to enlarge the Powers 
of the Freedmen's Bureau," he made a care- 
fully prepared speech on the ** Restoration 
of the Rebel States." " Remarks " made 
February 8 and 12, 1867, on the "Bill to 
Place the Rebel States under Military Con- 
trol," will be found in "Tho Globe" for the 
session. 

Tho first angry notes of the conflict with 
President Johnson, that culminated in the 
impeachment of 1868, were heard early in 
the Thirty-ninth Congress. They became 
more and more angry as time wore on. On 
all questions at issue between the legisla- 
tive and the executivo authority, Mr. Gar- 
field stood resolutely with his party. 

Nor must it be forgotten that the reor- 
ganization of the army was going on. His 
transferral from the Military Committee to 
the Ways and Means subtracted nothing 
from his interest in the army. His great fa- 
miliarity with army matters, as well as his 
general qualities as a legislator, were of sub- 
stantial value, both to Congress and to the 
country, on this subject. 

Before closing the sketch of his services 
in this Congress, two of his outside labors 
may be referred to. March 6, 1866, he 
made the argument on the Milligan and 
Bowles case, in the Supreme Court, that 
will be referred to at length in Chapter 



YII. He had also been retained as conn- 
sel to defend the will of Alexander Camp- 
bell, of Bethany, West Virginia, then re- 
cently deceased. A quarter of a million 
dollars was involved. Expecting the case 
to come to trial at an early day, he made a 
thorough study of the law of wills. In the 
spring of 1868 he tned the case before ref- 
erees, in Wellsburg, West Virginia. He man- 
aged it with great ability, and the referees, 
finding that Mr. Campbell was of " Bound 
disposing mind and memory " when the will 
was made, decided that it was valid. 

The close of the session, March 4, 1867, 
found Mr. Garfield^s health very much im- 
paired by his onerous duties in the House, 
by other public and professional duties, and 
by assiduous private study. He therefore 
determined to gratify a long-cherished de- 
sire, and if possible to restore his health, Ij 
a trip to Europe. This trip, lasting four 
months, is one of the most pleasing and in- 
teresting episodes of his life. Its history 
must be left to the biographers. SufiSce it to 
say, he made the most of it. According to 
his customary habit whenever he has any- 
thing important to do, he laid out a regolsr 
plan of travel, and pursued his observatioDS 
and other studies in methodical order. He 
came home just before the first session of 
the Fortieth Congress, his mind full of new 
facts, ideas, and impressions, and his health 
fully recovered. If some reader is wearied 
by this long recital of political facta, per- 
haps he can refresh his mind with tills 
report of a sermon delivered in Chester 
Cathedral by Dr. Neale of Liverpool, Hono- 
rary Canon of the Cathedral, and reported by 
General Garfield in a private letter to the 
author of this Text-Book, dated London, An* 
gust 2, 1867 : 

The text was from Luke : '* This do in re- 
membrance of me." He commenced by saylig 
that the meaning of the Lord's Supper, as dis> 
cussed by Luther and the Church of Bome^ 
settled by the Church of England when it 
a Protestant Church; protesting, among other 
things, against the literal interpretation irliiek 
Rome put upon Uie ** hoc est corpus memn^ of the 
Saviour, and claiming it to be a novelty, an inno- 
vation, a falling away from the ancient futh. 
For three hundred years this question had been 
at rest in the Church of England ; but for the lail 
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few years there has been a current setting back 
toward Borne, till at last a bishop, the head of the 
ancient Diocese of Salisbury, has declared, in his 
aolemn charge to his subordinates, that the Lord's 
Supper is the real presence, that the wine is a 
bloody sacrifice, and that all His officiating min- 
ifters are sacrificial priests. 

He would confront the Bishop of Salisbury 
with the declaration of his noble predecessor, 
Bishop Jewell, who discussed this very question 
/ three hundred years ago, and told the priests of 
Rome that, if they would prove that the body of 
Christ was in a thousand places at the same time, 
lie would turn Papist. The present Bishop ought 
not to turn till he can giye as strong proof. 

He then considered the Lord's Supper as mean- 
ing four things : 

1. JUmembrance of an absent friend. If He is 
here, why eat in remembrance of Him ? His ab- 
sence is implied in the text. In another place 
ve are told where His body now is — at the right 
hand of €rod ; and He will remain there till all 
his foes are subdued. The real presence is found 
in the " Lo ! I am with you always.*' The bc- 
lierer meets the real presence in prayer, not in 
remembrance. 

2. An open profeetion of faith. "As often 
as yon do this, you do show forth His death." 
To the early Christian this was a test which in- 
Tolyed torture, and perhaps death. 

8. A pUdge and vow of faithful service. For 
this reason it came to be called a sacrament. 
This Is not a Biblical term ; it is borrowed from 
pagan Rome. When the Roman became a sol- 
dier, he took what was called a sacramentum, or 
oath, to be true to the imperial banner. It is 
proper to use this pagan custom to illustrate 
the TOW which a Christian takes, in the ordi- 
nance of the Lord's Supper, to be faithful to 
the Captain of his salvation ; but we have no 
right to import a heathen word into our theology, 
and then base theological doctrines on secondary 
meanings of that word. It is incumbent on the 
ritualists to show how the word saeramentum came 
to mean an outward sign of an inward spiritual 
operation. By this abuse of the word they have 
come to use such jargon as this : " A thing may 
be cacramenti^ly but not literally true." 

4. A personally appropriating enjoyment of 
Christ himsdfUi one who rises to the full height 
of this great theme — ^the grace, power, and merit 
of the incarnation in the communion. But the 
Lord's Supper transforms neither the bread nor 
the eater. Whatever he is to it, it is to him. To 
MMDoe, the Supper is only a remembrance; to 
others, it is both remembrance and conmaunion. 

3 



It should be remembrance of, profession of, 
pledge to, and communion with Christ himself. 

In conclusion. Dr. Neale called upon all Chris- 
tians to rally to the defense of their ancient faith, 
and, finally, called upon all Englishmen, if they 
did not care for their religion, to rally against the 
new heresy if they would save their civil liberties. 
Protestantism had saved England from the fate 
of Spain hitherto ; if we would not now fall as 
Spain fell, we must demand of the House of 
Lords, who were now considering this great ques- 
tion, to maintain the ancient faith of Protestant 



England. 
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Fortieth Congress, ISer-'SQ, 

How greatly Mr. Garfield^s prominence 
in the Ilonse of Representatives had grown 
since he entered it four years before, is shown 
by the indexes of " The Globe " for the ses- 
sions of '63-'64 and '67 '68. L[i the first, the 
references to him fill half a column ; in the 
second, three full columns. However, this 
greater number of references is partly ex- 
plained by the mass of minute details with 
which his committee was overwhelmed. 
Manifestly, it is impossible even to glance at 
the great mtgority of these references. All 
that can or need be done is, first, to say that 
he was active on all questions of prime im- 
portance ; and, second, to follow four or five 
of the principal lines of his activity. 

The zeal for specie resumption that was so 
general at the close of the war had now, in 
groat degree, subsided. The original " Ohio 
idea," which was to pay the bonds in green- 
backs, had not only been promulgated by Mr. 
Pendleton, hut it had been received with 
marked favor as well in other States as in 
Ohio. Even the Ohio Republican platform 
of 1867 showed a decided leaning toward the 
new heresy. After his return from Europe, 
but before the beginning of the session, Mr. 
Garfield was invited to make a political 
speech in Jefferson, Ohio. So strong were 
the tides running against resumption, that 
some of his friends, who were also resump- 
tionists, cautioned him not to touch tl»e 
finances in the existing state of public feel- 
ing. Disregarding their counsel, lie stated 
his convictions as strongly as ever, declaring? 
that before the nomination for Representa- 
tive in the District should occur, he wished it 
to bo fully understood what his position was.^ 
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Inflation was now rampant. The country cated, have felt that the interests of the army 

was getting crazier in speculation every day, would not be sacrificed to popular clamor or 

and the soil was being prepared for that rank to demagogy without his strenuous oppo- 

crop of economical and financial schemes sition. 

that sprung up with such luxuriance a few January 17, 1868, he contributed to the 
years later. In the House, as on the plat- long reconstruction debate a speech en- 
form, Mr. Garfield stood fast to the resump- titled, ^^ Reconstruction and the Constitu- 
tion colors. His strenuous opposition to the tional Power of Congress to Control the 
popular tendencies, together with the neces- Army " (" Globe " for the session '67-'68). 
sity of whoUy reorganizing the committees, Read at this distance, the most vigorous para- 
probably explain why, in opposition to his graph in this speech is the* following, which 
wishes, he was not again put on the Com- is all the more interesting reading now, be- 
mittee of Ways and Means, but was made cause the Miyor-General denounced is the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Af- opposition candidate for the Presidency : 
fairs. Disappointed as he was at the turn ^^ gp^^^^^ j ^.^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ , ^^. 
affairs had taken, he was not the man to logue of obstructions which he [the President] hw 
neglect his public duties because they were ^^iroxm in the way by virtue of the power conf emd 
not all to his liking. upon him in the Reconstruction law of 1867 ; bat 
Three years had now passed since the i will allude to one example where he has foimd 
close of the war. Reconstruction was in in a major-general of the army a facile InstmiDent 
rapid process of accomplishment. The army with which more effectually to obstnict the work 
was no longer needed in as large force as of reconstruction. This case is all the more pain- 
before in the South ; the semi-military perir ful because an otherwise meritorious officer, who 
od was soon to give way to the civil period ; bears honorable scars earned in battle for tiie 
and the army could be considerably reduced. Union, has been made a party to the political mad- 
Besides, it stood in need of pretty thorough "^s^ which has so long marked the conduct of the 
reorganization. A vast avalanche of details President. This General was sent into the district 
was precipitated on the Committee ; ques- ^' Louisiana and Texas with a law of Congress 

tions of bounties, of rank, of the staff, of the ^ ^' ^^^» * ^^^ *^** commands him to see that 

,. ^ m ^ » 1*1 :» j»' ' justice is administered among the people of fliat 

Ime, of pay, of claims, of rules and disci- * ^ j ^l ^ ^ * --A _^i_ _i^ 

,. \ \ ,^ 7i.jxvi jiji country, and that no pretense of civil authoTn? 

phne, and of what no^ had to be handled, ^^jj ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ pcrformfaig his duty; «id 

Such matters gave small scope for that sort ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ j^^^^ in the ftmn 

of activity which attracts general attention ^f proclamations and orders on what ought to be 

or impresses men's imaginations; but they the relation between the civil and militaiy deport- 

gave unlimited opportunity for hard work mcnts of the Government. We see him issuing 

and for wisdom. As Chairman of the Com- a general order in which he declares that the dvil 

mitte, Mr. Garfield conducted a searching should not give way before the military. We 

investigation into all the affairs of the army, hear him declaring that he finds nothing in the 

Many of the most able, most experienced, laws of Louisiana and Texas to warrent his inter- 

and most prominent officers in the service fercnce in the civil administration of those States, 

were called to give expert testimony con- 1^ is not for him to say which should be first, the 

ceming the various subjects investigated, civil or the military, hi that rebel community. It 

This testimony was submitted to the House, " ^<>* ^^^ ^^^ ^ 8«*rch the defunct Uws of Loo- 

accompanied by an analysis and summing up ^^**°* *°^ *^^^^ ^^^ * e«»de to his conduct It 

from the pen of the Chairman. The inteUi- '^ ^°^ ^°^ ^ ^^^^^ *^« ^*^« ^^»^^ ^« ~» "^^ 

geuce that Mr. Garfield brought to the con- ^^^ *f ^^^^*^ ^* ^ ^^J him to aid hi building 

.... « /« • ;i u' • up Civil governments, t^A^" wan pr«»aruMr Atm- 

sideration of army affairs, and his apprecia- ,-.,.,« .... .. . f V^. 

- ,- , . , . * J X J ^u 'o ^* ^ Fresidfnital eanduiaie of the pariw 

tion of the character and services of educated ;;. , , . ^v v v ; 

,, , . , , , which gave mm no sympathy when he was ral* 

Boldiers, as well as his own reco.^ as an able ,^j, g ^^. ^^ ^^„j^ ^^ ^ ^ 

officer of volunteers, commended him to the 

confidence of what may be called army February 29, 1868, the House being in 

circles. From that day the officers of all Committee of the Whole on the Articles of 

grades, especially the abler and better edu- Impeachment, Mr. Garfield made a speech, 
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not upon the articles as saoh, but on the 
qoestion of impeachment He had been 
abeent in West Virginia when the Hoose re- 
solved to impeach President Johnson. He 
nov explained that his absence had pre- 
Teated his voting for impeachment. (See 
'' Globe," March 2, 1868.) Here it shonld 
be stated that, in its earlier stages, he had 
resisted the impeachment movement on 
grounds of expediency ; bat now the usnrpa- 
tionof power in removing Secretary Stanton 
from the War Office convinced him that Mr. 
Johnson was dangerous to the coantry^s 
peace, and that impeachment was his proper 
ponishment. 

He opposed the measure to suspend the 
power of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
contract the currency at the rate of four 
million dollars a month. More than this, 
he offered the following resolution : 

JUtoived, That the bill forbiddmg the further 
contraction of the carrencj be recommitted to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and that they 
be instructed to report to the House such legis- 
lative mcasmres as shall most speedily and safely 
lead to resomption of specie payments. 

On the 15th of May, 1868, he made an 
elaborate speech on *^Tbe Currency,^' that 
stands with the first of his great intellectual 
efforts. After pointing out the new turn that 
public questions were taking, he discussed 
in order the following topics: *^The Hard 
Times," "From Peace to War," "From War 
to Peace," *'The Functions of Currency," 
" Relation of Ourrency to Prices," " Increase 
of the Ourrency is Taxation," "Its Chief 
Burden falls on the Laborer," " Depreciated 
Onrrenoj stimulates Speculation and Over- 
trading:," " How much Currency is Needed ? " 
" Relation of Ourrency to Financial Panics," 
" Does the High Rate of Interest indicate an 
Insafficient Amount of Currency? " " Scar- 
city of Ourrency in the West," " Inconvertible 
Paper Money has no Fixed Value," "Paper- 
Money Delusions," " Real Cause of the Re- 
action," " Our Past Experience," " Colonial 
Piq>er," "Continental Currency," "Paper 
Money of the Revolution," " Provisions of the 
Constitation in Reference to Paper Money," 
" Necearity of a Settled Policy," " What has 
the Fortieth Congress Done in Reference to 
this Snljject?" "The Contraction Policy," 



" Plan for Restoring the Standard of Values," 
"English Precedents." It is hardly too 
much to say that this great speech is at once 
a sound-money manual and a cyclopsdia — a 
manual of doctrine and a cyclopsddia of facts. 
Thinking that if it could be seen in Europe 
it would strengthen the public credit, the 
Secretary of the Treasury sent some copies 
abroad. One of these fell into the hands of 
John Bright. On Mr. Bright's motion, 
Garfield was elected an honorary member of 
the Cobden Club. It has been the fashion, 
in certain quarters, to assert that this elec- 
tion meant that General Garfield is a Free 
Trader ; than which nothing could be more 
silly, as it was intended only to recognize 
his great ability and services on financial 
subjects. Extended quotations will be made 
from this speech in another place. It can be 
found in full in "The Globe," May 15, 1868. 
The speech closed with this firm declaration : 

For mj own part, my course is taken. In 
view of all the facts of our situation, of all the 
terrible experiences of the past, both at home 
and abroad, and of the united testimony of the 
wisest and bravest statesmen who have lived and; 
labored during the last century, it is mj firm 
conviction that any considerable increase of the 
volume of our inconvertible paper money will 
shatter public credit, will paralyze industry, and 
oppress the poor ; and that the gradual restora- 
tion of our ancient standard of value will lead us, 
by the safest and surest paths, to national pros- 
perity and the steady pursuits of peace. 

July 15, 1868, Mr. Garfield made a speech 
in reply to Hons. F. A. Pike and B. F. But- 
ler, on " Taxation of United States Bonds." 
(See appendix to "Globe," July 15, 1868.) 
His fundamental propositions were: 1. "That 
the law creating the bonds specially declares 
them exempt from all State and municipal 
taxation." 2. " Even if the law were silent 
on this subject, the Constitution of the Unit- 
ed States interferes to prevent it." " In a 
long line of judicial decisions, extending over 
nearly half a century," he said, "it has been 
again and again declared by the Supreme 
Court that such taxation is forbidden by the 
Constitution." Again the English prece- 
dents came within the range of his discussion. 
Mr. Garfield now began to feel a measure 
of popular support, that earlier in the ses- 
sion he had not felt. General Grant had 
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been nominated at Chicago, on a thorongh- 
going anti-repndiation platform, and even 
the National Democratic Convention had 
refnsed to nominate the originator of the 
" Ohio idea," Mr. G. H. Pendleton. He had 
never distrusted the people if they could be 
made to understand the issue. His growing 
confidence in the public intelligence and 
honesty finds a voice in the close of this 
speech, thus : 

Mr. Speaker, I desire to say, in conclusion, that 
in my opinion all these efforts to pursue a doubt- 
ful and unusual, if not dishonorable policy in 
reference to our public debt, spring from a lack 
of faith in the intelligence and conscience of the 
American people. Hardly an hour passes when 
we do not hear it whispered that some such 
policy as this must be adopted, or the people 
will by and by repudiate the debt. For my own 
part, I do not share that distrust. The people of 
this country have shown, by the highest proofs 
human nature can give, that wherever the path of 
duty and honor may lead, however steep and rug- 
ged it may be, they are ready to walk in it. They 
feel the burden of the public debt, but they re- 
member that it is the price of blood — ^the precious 
blood of half a million brave men who died to 
save to us all that makes life desirable or prop- 
erty secure. I believe they will, after a full hear- 
ing, discard all methods of paying their debts by 
sleight-of-hand, or by any scheme which crooked 
wisdom may devise. If public morality did not 
protest against any such plan, enlightened public 
selfishness would refuse its sanction. Let us be 
true to our trust a few years longer, and the next 
generation will be here with its seventy-five niil- 
lions of population and its sixty billions of 
wealth. To them the debt that then remains 
will be a light burden. They will pay the last 
bond according to the letter and spirit of the con- 
tract, with the same sense of grateful duty with 
which they will pay the pensions of the few sur- 
viving soldiers of the great war for the Union, 

A curious piece of financial history is 
found in "The Globe "for July 23, 1868 
(pp. 4370-'72). Mr. Garfield asked permis- 
sion to make a personal explanation of fif- 
teen minutes. Permission being granted, he 
sent to the desk, for the clerk to read, some 
remarks made by Mr. Stevens of Pennsyl- 
vania a few days before. The pith of these 
remarks was, that it was the original inten- 
tion to pay the bonds, not " in coin " but " in 
money*' ; that, rather than go with the Re- 



publicans if they held to coin payments, 
Mr. Stevens would vote for the other side, 
Frank Blair and all ; and that the coin pay- 
ment was a *^ swindle upon the tax-payers 
of the country." Mr. Garfield went on to 
say that, at the time of Mr. Stevens making 
these remarks, he had expressed his surprise, 
and had referred to the fact that in 1862, in 
the debate on the bill authorizing the Five- 
twenty bonds, Mr. Stevens himself had dis- 
tinctly declared that these bonds were pay- 
able in gold, and that such was the unani- 
mous opinion and intention of Congress at 
the time. Mr. Garfield next quoted some 
remarks made by Mr. Stevens, July 22d, in 
which that gentleman denounced General 
Garfield and others as having wholly per- 
verted his meaning in 1862, and reafiSmed 
that he had always contended for the pay- 
ment of the bonds " in money," that is, in 
greenbacks. Mr. Stevens charged " villainy " 
upon these perverters of his meaning, and 
warned the people against putting faith in 
the publications of demagogues I Mr. Gar- 
field then went on to show by full citations 
from "The Globe," not only that the ori- 
ginal intention of Congress was to pay the 
bonds in coin, but that Mr. Stevens had 
stated five distinct times that the principal 
of the bonds was payable in gold. At the 
close of this explanation, Mr. Stevens said 
when the proper time came he would show 
there was not a word of truth in what Mr. 
Garfield said. The proper time never came. 
General Garfield's statement is unanswered 
to this day. No answer could be made. It is 
hard to account for Mr. Stevens's inconsis- 
tency on the question of paying the obliga- 
tions of the Government. His latter-da.:j 
infatuation for paper money seems to ha^ve 
carried away his memory, and even Ix^ 
ability to read " The Globe " correctly. 

May 30, 1868, General Garfield deliver^^ 
a most felicitous oration at Arlington, Vi^' 
ginia, on the occasion of strewing flow^^*^ 
on the graves of Union soldiers. The pe?^' 
oration of this oration will enliven what, ^ 
fear, is becoming a dry, matter-of-fact n^^' 

rative : 

What other spot so fitting for their Ijj-^ 
resting-place as this, under the shadow of tt^ 
Capitol saved by their valor ? Here, where the 
grim edge of battle joined; here, where all the 
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hope and fear and agony of their country cen- march of life to visit the silent encampments of 

tared ; here let them rest, asleep on the nation's dead comrades who once fought by their side, 

hearty entombed in the nation's love ! From many thousand homes, whose light was 

The view from this spot bears some resem- put out when a soldier fell, there go forth to-day, 

blanoe to that which greets the eye at Rome. In to join these solemn processions, loving kindred 

nght of the Gapitoline Hill, up and across the and friends, from whose hearts the shadow of 

Tiber, and overlooking the city, is a hill, not grief will never be lifted until the light of the 

xugged nor lofty, but known as the Vatican Mount, eternal world dawns upon them. 

JLt the beginning of the Christian era, an im- And here are children, little children, to whom 

penal drcos stood on its summit There gladi- the war left no father but the Father above.' By 

ator slaves died for the sport of Rome, and wild the most sacred right, theirs is the chief place 

Iwaats fought with wilder men. In that arena a to-day. They come with garlands to crown their 

Galilean fisherman gave up his life, a sacrifice for victor fathers. I will delay the coronation no 

liis faith. No human life was ever so nobly longer, 

avenged. On that spot was reared the proudest iv, 

Chriitian temple ever built by human hands. Forty-fint Cmgreu, 1869-'71. 
For its adornment the rich offerings of evei7 

clime and Idngdom have been contributed. And The stream of Mr. Garfield's activity in 

now, after eighteen centuries, the hearts of two the Honse is widening out into a vast sea. 

hundred million people turn toward it with rev- Little more can be done in this life than to 

erenoe when they worship God. As the traveler follow the main currents. This will be seen 

descends the Apennines, he sees the dome of St. when it is stated that his set speeches in 

Peter's rising above the desolate Campagna and the Forty-first Congress would make a vol- 

the dead dty, long before the seven hills and ^uj^, not to mention the innumerable short 

mined pakces appear to his view. The fame of speeches and remarks made in running de- 

ibe dead fisherman has outKved the glory of the ^ate. Happily for the historian, his com- 

Eternal City. A noble life, crowned with heroic ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^ U^^ .^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ 

death, rises above and outlives the pnde and • . i .• .^ tt • />tv • c i,u 

J , - ^, . v.. . . ^ 1. prmcipal activitv. He is Chairman of the 

pomp and glory of the mightiest empire of the L .^^ t^" , . ^ r^ r» i. 

^^, Committee on Bankmg and Currency. But 

sien from the western slope of our Capitol. ^^^^'® ^^°S np the financial questions, at- 

m direcUon, distance, and appearance, this spot *®°^^^^ ^^^ ^® P*^^^ ^ » ™^st interesting 

is not unlike the Vatican Mount, though the s^^iect lying outside the great current. I 

river that flows at our feet is larger than a ™®^^ ^^^ attempt to give the United States 

hundred Tibers. Seven years ago, this was the ^ improved Census in 1870. 

home of one who lifted his sword agamst the January 19, 1869, Mr. Garfield intro- 

life of his country, and who became the great dnced a resolution, *^ That a select com- 

In4>erator of the rebellion. The soil beneath mittee of seven be appointed to inquire and 

our feet was watered by the tears of slaves, in report to the House what legislation is nec- 

whose hearts the sight of yonder protid Capitol essary to provide for taking the ninth cen- 

awakened no pride, and inspired no hope. The sus, as provided by the Constitution," said 

face of the goddess that crowns it was turned committee to report at any time by bill or 

toward the sea, and not toward them. But, otherwise. The resolution was adopted, 

thanks be to God, this arena of rebellion ^^^ ^^ author was made chairman of the 

and slavery « a scene of violence and crime no Committee. However, it was found impos- 

longer! This will be for ever the sacred mountain .,, . ^. , * xil w _^. ^v n 

of our Capitol. Here is our temple; its pave- ^^^^ ^^^^' close of the Fortieth Congress, 

ment is the sepulchre of heroic hearts ; its dome, ^ ^^^ ^^! '"^^* ^^^ **^"^^^^ *J^^V* ^' 

the bending heaven ; its altar candles, the watch- f ^^^- ^* ^^^ ^'^ «^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^*^" 

<ng Stars. ^^®* Congress, held in the spring of 1869, 

Hither our children's children shall come to "bother Select Census Committee was or- 

pay their tribute of grateful homage. For this ^^red. Political and personal considera- 

are we met to-day. By the happy suggestion of tions gave the chairmanship to Mr. Stokes 

a great sodetyj assemblies like this are gathering of Tennessee, but with the understanding 

at this hoar in every State in the Union. Thou- that Mr. Garfield was to do the work. His 

aands of soldiers are to-day turning aside in the economical and financial studies had long be- 
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fore led him to a careful studj of statistics. 
So far was he from heing content merelj to 
use statistics, that he studied them as a sci- 
ence, and was so led to stadj the Census, 
which, in the United States, is the great in- 
strument hj which statistics are gathered. 
He had heen deeplj impressed hj the imper- 
fection of the Census Reports, and was not 
long in discovering that the main cause of the 
imperfection lay in the law itself. It was this 
conviction that caused him to introduce the 
resolution of January 19, 1869. He now 
entered upon a vigorous study of the sub- 
ject in all its branches. He exhausted the 
American literature of statistics and cen- 
suses; then he turned to the lessons that 
Europe could teach him — ^England, France, 
and Belgium. The larger share of the time 
that he could save from imperative duties, 
for a full year, were devoted to this study. 
April 6, 1869, he made an admirable 
speech (see " Globe " of that date), in which 
he discussed the value of statistics to the 
legislator, touched upon the history of the 
science, pointed out some of the defects of 
the old law of 1840, and suggested some of 
the remedies. Two of his paragraphs may 
be fitly quoted in this place : 

This is the age of statistics, Mr. Speaker. 
The word '* statistics *' itself did not exist nntil 
1749, whence we date the beginning of a new 
science on which modem legislation must be 
based, in order to be permanent. The treatise 
of Achenwall, the Crerman philosopher who orig- 
inated the word, laid the foundation of many of 
the greatest reforms in modem legislation. Sta- 
tistics are State facts, facts for the consideration 
of statesmen, such as they may not neglect with 
safety. It has been truly sud that *' statistics 
are history in repose ; history is statistics in mo- 
tion.** If we neglect the one, we shall deserve to 
be neglected by the other. The legislator with- 
out statistics is like the mariner at sea without 
the compass. Nothing can safely be committed 
to his guidance. A question of fearful importance, 
the well-being of this Republic, has agitated this 
House for many weeks. It is this : Are our rich 
men growing richer, and our poor growing poorer ? 
And how can this most vital question be settled, 
except by the most careful and honest examination 
of the facts ? Who can doubt that the next cen- 
sus will reveal to us more important truths con- 
cerning the situation of our people than any cen- 
sus ever taken by any nation? By what stand- 



ard could we measure the value of a oom|dete, 
perfect record of the condition of the people of 
this country, and sudi facts as should exhibit their 
burdens and their strength ? Who doubts that 
it would be a document of inestimable vafaie to 
thelegislator and the Nation? Howto achiere 
it, how to accomplish it, is the great qnestiaii. 

We are near the end of a decade that has been 
full of earthquakes, and amid the tumult we have 
lost our reckoning. Wo do not yet comprdiend 
the stupendous changes through whidi we have 
passed, nor can we until the whole field is resar- 
veyed. If a thousand volcanoes had been burst- 
ing beneath the ocean, the mariner would need 
new charts before he could safely sail the seas 
again. We are soon to set out on our next de- 
cade with a thousand new elements thrown in 
upon us by the war. The way is trackless. Who 
shall pilot us ? The war repealed a part of oar 
venerable census law. One schedule was devoted 
to slaves. Thank God ! it is useless now. Old 
things have passed away, and a multitude of new 
things are to be here recorded ; and not <mly the 
things to be taken, but the manner of taking 
them, requires a thorough remodding at our 
hands. If this Congress does not worthily meet 
the demands of this great occasion, every meaSbet 
must bear no small share of the odium that justly 
attaches to men who fail to discharge duties of 
momentous importance, which once neglected can 
never be performed. 

By the opening of Congress in December, 
1869, the Select Committee had sat forty 
days, hearing the testimony of experts, dis- 
cussing the Census in all its bearings, and 
maturing a Census bill. When this bill was 
introduced the House gave it prompt and 
thorough attention. Mr. Garfield made an 
elaborate speech, December 16th, in which 
he went over all the main points. The bUl 
passed the House, but, unfortunately, was 
lost in the Senate, owing more to the person- 
al antagonisms of Senators than to any other 
cause. The loss of the bill was very greatly 
regretted by the most enlightened politicians 
and citizens, and by none more keenly than 
by students of social science. So the Ninth 
Census had to be taken under the old law, 
with some slight modifications. While the 
Census of 1870 is superior to all preceding 
ones, mainly owing to a better superintend- 
ence, it is far from being what the Garfield bill 
would have given us. Still, these labors were 
not wholly lost to the country. Mr. Garfield 
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introdaced the old measure, with sncb modifi- 
cations as fuller ezperienoe suggested, into 
the Forty-sixth Congress. It was referred 
to the Select Committee on Census, of which 
Hon. 8. S. Cox was chairman. This gentle- 
man reported from the committee a new biU, 
tbe same in all its main features as the Gar- 
teld bill, and this became the law under 
which the Census of 1880 is now being 
taken. 

In the mean time the currency conflict 
was going on with increased violence. The 
Presidential campaign of 1868 gave finan- 
cial heresies no permanent check. But in 
the midst of the storm a step forward was 
taken, the history of which must be here 
given both on account of its importance and 
on account of Mr. Garfield's instrumentality 
in bringing it about. 

December 14, 1868, he introduced into 
the House a bill to legalize gold contracts. 
This bill became part of a more comprehen- 
sive measure, viz., Mr. Schenck's bill of 
January 20, 1869, "To Strengthen the pub- 
lic Credit, and Relating to Gold Contracts.'* 
This biU, variously amended, passed both 
Houses at the close of the session ; but the 
President gave it a pocket veto. March 12, 
1869, at the first session of the Forty-first 
Congress, it was reintroduced into the House. 
It promptly passed both branches of Con- 
gress, and was the first Act approved by 
President Grant. It may be fitly transcribed 
here: 

Be U enaeUd by the Senate and House of Rep- 
reeetUoHvet of the United States of America^ in 
Congren aseembled, That, in order to remove any 
doabt as to the purpose of the Government to 
disdiarge all just obligations to the public credi- 
tors, and to settle conflicting questions and inter- 
pretations of the laws by virtue of which such 
oUlgations have been contracted, it is hereby 
provided and declared that the faith of the United 
States is solemnly pledged to the payment in coin 
or its equivalent of all the obligations of the 
United States not bearing interest, known as 
United States notes, and of all the interest-bear- 
ing obligations of the United States, except in 
cases where the law authorizing the issue of any 
flooli obligation has expressly provided that the 
same may be paid in lawful money or other cur- 
rencj than gold and silver. But none of said in- 
terest-bearing obligations not already due shall 
be redeemed or paid before maturity, unless at 



such time United States notes shall be convert- 
ible into coin at the option of the holder, or un- 
less at such time bonds of the United States 
bearing a lower rate of interest than the bonds 
to be redeemed can be sold at par in coin. And 
the United States also solemnly pledges its faith 
to make provision at the earliest practicable 
period for the redemption of the United States 
notes in coin. 

Approved March 18, 1869. « 

This law may be called the great legal 
bulwark of the public credit from 1869 to 
1879. Attempts were made to repeal it, but 
in vain. It was a plain declaration that the 
obligations of the Government were to be 
paid in coin; and henceforth there could 
be no question that the nation was pledged 
to coin payments. Paper-money men de- 
nounced the act and its authors savagely; 
some declared that, if carried out, it would 
cost the country a thousand million dollars. 
It was said to be a gigantic swindle. But 
as it gave a new point of departure for finan- 
cial operations, as well as legislation, men 
came to acquiesce in it as a thing accom- 
plished; and, in the subsequent financial 
storms that swept the country, thousands of 
men, who hod been in doubt whether the 
original acts authorizing the bonds and 
greenbacks required coin redemption, an- 
chored securely to the great statute "to 
strengthen the public credit." Mr. Garfield's 
short though vigorous speech on the bill 
will be found in the appropriate place, de- 
livered March 3, 1869. (See "Globe" of 
that date.) 

A second important step toward resump- 
tion and sound money was taken by the 
Forty-first Congress, and under Mr. Garfield's 
lead. The cry was coming up from all quar- 
ters that the currency was insuflBcient to meet 
the wants of business. It was particularly 
loud from the Southern and Western States. 
Led partly by a sense of justice and partly 
by political prescience, he drew up, and in- 
troduced from his Committee, " A Bill to in- 
crease Banking Facilities, and for other Pur- 
poses." The national banks were prepon- 
deratingly in the older States. Not seeing 
that this was mainly owing to the fact that 
these States owned the most of the banking 
capital of the country. Western and South- 
em men denounced the geographical distri- 
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batiPD of banks u tugoat, and aa working to 
their disadvantaga. As no more bankn 
oonld be organized cndor tlie law ot 186i, 
which limited the total capital to $300,000,- 
000, they claraorad for anrestrietod bank- 
isg. Mr. Garfield saw tbat, if the Western 
States actnallj bad more capital to embark 
in banking, the existing distribntion was un- 
fair ; and he also saw that i^ as he believed, 
tbe7 had no such capital, the opening to 
them of the opportnnitj wonld reduce the 
crj for more banks to a practical absurdity. 
His bill as finallj passed is called "An Act 
to provide for the Eedetnption of the Three 
per cent. Temporary Loan Certificates, and 
for an Increase of National Bank Notes," 
It provided that $64,000,000 in national 
notes might be issued to banking associa- 
tions, in addition to the |300, 000,000 already 
authorized, the same to be given to banks 
org^ized, or to be organized, in those States 
and Territories having less than tbelr pro- 
portion under the existing apportionment. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, at the close 
of each month, was to redeem and cancel an 
amonnt ot the three per cent, certificates, 
not less than the total of notes bo issued to 
the banks. It wasalso provided that the Sec- 
retary, under certain circnm stances, should 
withdraw t25,000,CM)O of circulation from cer- 
tain of the eiistiug banlu, and apportion the 
same among the States and Territories hav 
ing less than their fair proportion. These 
were the great features of tlie law ; the 
minor ones may be omitted. Mr. Garfield 
made an able exposition of his scheme, in a 
speech delivered in the Bouse, Jnne 7, 18T0, 
entitled "Currency and the Banks." He 
first presented his leading doctrines of 
money and currency, and then went on to 
present his redistributing scheme. The doc- 
trinal part of this speech iio has never sar- 
passed; and, if space permitted, the whole 
of it would be reproduced in its appropri- 
ate place in this book. While the bill was 
pending, as he sud, the critics on one side 
declared that it was a severe contraction 
measure ; on the other, they as stoutly os- 
serted that it would result in inflation. He 
denied both assertions, holding that it meant 
neither contraction nor infiation. In the 
end, it appeared that the complaining Btates 
bad little or no capital to pnt into banks, | 



They did not come forward and daim the 
new facilities offered them. Practically, the 
matter stood where it had stood all along. 
6tiJ] the enactment of this law was a substan- 
tial benefit to the oonntry, For years after- 
ward, when the soft-money men called load- 
ly for more money, the most telling reply to 
tbemwas: "Why did not the South and West 
accept what was held out to them in the Act 
of July 12, 1870!" There was no answer; 
the law was a redvetio ad abntrdum of the 
infiatjon doctrine. 

June 16, 1B70, Mr. Garfield made a sec- 
ond speech in favor of his bilL In those 
days our currency was often eulogized be- 
cause it was non-ozportable ; it would not 
go abroad, it was said, bnt staid at homel 
To some minds this was a very taking fal- 
lacy. Some one was so rash as to state It 
on the fioor of the Honse. Mr. Garfield ex- 
posed the sophism in a bit of hnmor tliat 
should not be lost: 

It Is reported of an EDglisbman who wis 
wrecked ana strange shore that, wandering aloq 
the coast, he came to a gallows with a victiia 
hanging upon It, and that he fell down on hli 
knees and thanked God that he at last bebdd a 
sign of dvilizalion. But this is the first tlnte I 
ever heard a finandal philosopher eipreaa hi) 
gratitude that we have a currency ot such bad 
repute that other nations will not receive it ; be 
is thankful that It ts not exportable. We have > 
great manj commodities that are in such a con- 
dition that they are not exportable. Uoldy flonr, 
rusty wheat, randd butter, damaged cotton, addled 
^gs, and spoiled goods generally are not export- 
able. But It never occurred to mc to be thankful 
for this putregccnce. It Is related in a qnalnt 
GermBD book of humor that tlie inhabitant! of 
Schlldebcrg, finding that other towns, with more 
public spirit than their own, had erected gtbbeta 
within their preducta, resolved that the town «f 
Scbildeberg should also have a gallows; aodont 
patriotic member ot the town coundl offered a 
resolution that the benefttsof thisgallowa abonld 
be reserved eiclusively for the inhabltaata e< 
ScMldebcT^ I 

But little more can be done than to cata- 
logue the other speeches that Mr, Garfield 
made in this Congress. March 14, 1870, be 
made a cpeech on " Public Expenditnres and 
Civil Service." That part of this speech re- 
lating to the second topic will be fbtmd In 
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tDother place. April Ist, the same year, 
bfi made an elaborate speech on the Tariff. 
February 20, 1871, he ably discussed the 
MeGarrahan Claim. Thl^ was one of the 
many fraudulent claims to land in California, 
resting on pretended Mexican titles. His dis- 
eutdon began with an examination of the 
Mexican law of titles, and closely followed the 
""claim'* through the United States Courts, 
md tlirough its successive appearances in 
ttte Land Office and in Congress. It closed 
▼ith declaring the claim the "* greatest fraud 
erer recorded in the wildest romance of 
nacality." Toward the close of this Con- 
gress there came up a constitutional question, 
both carious and ^important. The Senate 
bad originated a bill to reduce the income 
tax. The House resented this as an infringe- 
ment of its rights to originate "'all bills for 
raising revenue.*' Senators held that to re- 
doce a tax was, in no sense, a measure for 
*' raising revenue.*' Representatives insisted 
that this clause ot the Constitation was in- 
tended to cover absolutely and exclusively 
the imposition, regulation, increase, diminu- 
tkm, or repeal of taxes. Not even a synopsis 
ofMr. (^field's masterly argument, delivered 
March 8, 1871, can be given. He stoutly 
maintained the claims of the House. He 
foQowed the subject through the constitu- 
tional history of both England and the United 
States. So thorough and convincing is this 
speech, that it has come to be an authority 
on ita sabject in both houses of Congress. 

December 13, 1869, the House instruct- 
ed the Committee on Banking and Currency 
'"to investigate the causes that led to the 
nnnsoal and extraordinary fluctuations of 
gold in the city of New York from the 21st 
to the 27th of September, 1869." This reso- 
lution led to the "" Gold Panic " Report ot 
March 1st following. From the very nature 
of the case, this investigation was most dif- 
fioolt and most embarrassing : difficult from 
the very nature of the operations to be 
investigated; embarrassing because people 
in high station were said to be implicated. 
Beokleas gold speculators, and equally reck- 
leaa Democratic politicians, boldly charged 
that the President and his family were par- 
ties to the conspiracy. The good name of 
the Republic required that the President 
•boold be convicted or vindicated ; while the 



security of honest business demanded that 
the light of day should be let into the oper- 
ations in gold which culminated in ""Black 
Friday." As Chairman of the Committee, 
Mr. Garfield found his abilities taxed to the 
utmost in getting at the truth. Witnesses 
were examined both in New York and in 
Washington. At the end a very able report 
was presented, the findings of which can not 
be stated here further than to say that the 
White House was fully exonerated. 

Leave is taken of the Forty-first Congress 
with saying, that in it General Garfield made 
as many great speeches as in any other in 
which he ever sat. His activity grew out of 
the number and character of important ques- 
tions that came before Congress. 1 know of 
nothing that gives a stronger conviction ot 
his great abilities than these speeches, espe- 
cially when their dates are considered. At 
the second session of this Congress, between 
December 19th and Juno 15th following, 
only six months, he made the following 
speeches : " Ninth Census," "" Public Expen- 
ditures and the Civil Service," "" The Tariff," 
'* Currency and the Banks," '" Debate on the 
Currency Bill " ; also the "' Gold Panic " Re- 
port. Still the measure of his activity is not 
complete until we take into account the 
committee work and the short speeches, of 
which there are scores, that never found their 
way into pamphlet editions. The writer 
knows not where to find in the legislative 
history of our country anything that sur- 
passes this exhibition of mental power. 

V. 

Forty-second and Forty -third Congresses — 

General Garfield has never rendered the 
House of Representatives, or the public, 
more laborious and valuable services than 
as Chairman of the Committee on Appro- 
priations. Other services may have been 
more brilliant and striking; none surpass 
these in patient labor or in substantial value. 
In 1871 this Committee, though not standing 
firat on the list of committees, was really 
the most important in the House. Its duties 
were the most constant and the most ex- 
hausting. This is shown by the fact that, 
when General Garfield held the chairman- 
ship, the Committee had the fioor of the 
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House one third of the time. To prepare 
the twelve great bills, and to carry them in 
good form through the House, was a Her- 
culean task. Their simple preparation took 
so much time that the work of the House 
was often delayed thereby. Ohairman Gar- 
field organized his Committee at the short 
session in the spring of 1871. He induced 
the members to hold a special meeting in the 
fall before the long session should begin. 
This was partly to save time, and partly to 
prepare the way for some valuable reforms 
that were already shaping themselves in his 
mind. His special work these fonr years 
can be considered under these heads: 1. 
His studies on the subject of appropriations; 
2. His relation to the Committee and to the 
House; 3. The reforms that he brought 
about. 

First, his studies. 

Once more Mr. Garfield resorted to 
Europe for her lessons. He studied very 
carefully both the origin and the growth of 
the British and French budgets. He looked 
closely into the annual budgets of both coun- 
tries in all their stages, and noted their re- 
lation to the work of government. He 
also carefully read the Budget speeches of 
the English Chancellors of the Exchequer 
for many years. Besides these more general 
studies, he went through the history of our 
own appropriations from 1789, finding that 
the method of appropriation had followed 
the well-known evolutional law. At first 
all the appropriations made by Congress for 
a year were put into one bill, to be expended 
by the departments. Some principal points 
and items were fixed by law, but large dis- 
cretionary powers were given to the heads 
of the departments, not only in reference to 
the number of subordinates but also in refer- 
ence to items of expenditure. Next came 
the breaking up of the one bill into ^729. 
The first proper Annual Appropriation bill, 
in the present sense, came in 1823. Others 
followed in 1826, '28, and '44. In 1847 the 
annual appropriations were made in nine 
separate bills. Others were added from time 
to time until 1862, when the differentiating 
process ceased: there were now twelve 
biUs — Pensions, Legislative, Executive and 
Judicial, Consular and Diplomatic, Army, 
Navy, Military Academy, Post-OflBce, For- 



tifications, Indian, Sundry Civil, Defioienej, 
and Rivers and Harbors. At this time the 
main features of our present method of ap- 
propriations had appeared. Much, however, 
then remained to be done in making the 
appropriations more special, and in taking 
from executive officers their great discre- 
tionary powers. The control of the pnbHo 
money by Congress needed to be more direct, 
miuute, and rigid. Considerable progress in 
the right direction was made from 1862 to 
1871, especially while Mr. Dawes of Massa- 
chusetts held the chairmanship of the Com- 
mittee. But the method was still imperfect 
In the first place, the appropriations needed 
to be more minutely az^^yzed in the bilk. 
Then there were two kinds of appropri*- 
tions — annual and permanent. The first are 
explained by their designation; the others 
were often indefinite in amount, as well ss 
permanent in character. Frequently the law 
appropriated so much money to a given pur- 
pose as might be necessary. For years the 
Printing Bureau of the Treasury, sometimes 
employing twelve hundred men and wo- 
men, and expending three million dollarSi 
was supported from a permanent appro- 
priation of one per cent, of all seonrities 
issued in the fiscal year. Mr. Garfield found 
that nearly one half of the expenses of the 
Government were provided for by these per- 
manent appropriations, Congress exercising 
no direct control over them. Besides, un- 
expended balances of appropriations had 
been accumulating in the bureaus from the 
beginning of the Government. Thus, if 
one hundred thousand dollars was appro- 
priated for a specific purpose, and any part 
of it remained unexpended at the end oi 
the fiscal year, this balance stood on the 
looks of the Treasury to the credit of the 
bureau, and could be used at any time for 
the purpose named. In 1872, when these 
balances were covered into the Treasozy, 
they amounted to $174,000,000. Mr. Dawes 
had led in a movement to cut off this dan- 
gerous abuse; but the work of reform was 
still far from complete when Mr. Garfield 
took the chairmanship of the Committee. 
There were also other abuses, the results of 
Congressional inaction or vicious action, 
that called loudly for reform. Still, an 
adequate idea of the work to be done has 
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not been givexL llanj appropriations, as 
the result of projligal legislation in and fol- 
lowing the war, were ezoessive. These 
seeded to be rednoed, not recklessly by cat- 
ting off this or that with a blow of the knife, 
bat considerately, after comprehensive stady 
of an the fiscal operations of the Govern- 
ment What is more, that was the day of 
^elaimis" both great and ^mall. Prodigal 
legislation, the spread of commonistio ideas, 
the losses of the Sonth in the war, had 
brought forth an enormons host of men 
bent on finding their way into the pablio 
Treasory. These were to be resisted. Now 
the reader is in a position to form an ade- 
^oate idea of the work before the Commit- 
tee, and especially before its Chairman, in 

im. 

Second, Mr. Garfield's relations to the 
Cknnmittee and to the Hoose. 

At the meeting of the Committee in the 
fdl of 1871, and subsequently as they ma- 
tured, Chairman Garfield spread before his 
aaKXsiates his ideas on the whole subject 
He strove at the outset to call out the best 
ener^es of every man. The twelve great 
bills, as respected their preparation, intro- 
dnotion, and management in the House, were 
apportioned among the nine members, he 
taking the larger number. The member 
haying a bill in charge was to manage it on 
the floor, and his fellow members were to 
rally to his support when support was need- 
ed. The work of the Committee was both 
defensive and offensive. As defensive, the 
men with claims and schemes were to be 
repelled. Btill, as many just claims were 
presented, much winnowing and sifting was 
called for. As offensive, the Committee had 
to carry, often in the &ce of great opposi- 
tion, their reform measures. Perhaps no 
ooamdttee ever worked together in the ser- 
vice of the country more effectively and har- 
moniously. When the appropriations were 
nnder consideration, the members of the 
Committee, and especially the Chairman, 
were on their feet a large share of the time. 
Still it was a service that did not give large 
opportnnity for such speeches as " go to the 
eoontry" and impress the popular imagi- 
nation; but it consumed endless ability, 
energy, and patience in the study, in com- 
mittee^ and on the floor in running debate. 



Here it may be said, the work had been so 
weU done in the vacation of 1871 that six 
bills were introduced the first day of the 
session; and afterward they always came 
from the Committee with commendable 
promptitude. 

Third, the reforms that were effected. 

The classification of the purposes for 
which money was to be expended, and the 
specification of the amounts, were carried 
out much more minutely than ever before. 
Numerous and great discretionary powers of 
executive officers over the expenditures were 
withdrawn. With the exception of the in- 
terest on the public debt, which is neces- 
sarily provided for in the acts authorizing 
the loans, the expenses of the Smithsonian 
Institution, which come from the great trust 
confided by Mr. Smithson to Congress, and 
others of small importance, the permanent 
appropriations were wholly cut off. By 
successive steps, the unexpended balances 
wore all covered into the Treasury ; and it is 
now the law that any surplus of appropria- 
tions for any object remaining at tlie end of 
the fiscal year, unless it is needed to execute 
contracts already made, shall at once lapse 
to the Treasury. Withal, large reductions 
were made in the expenses of the Govern- 
ment. Of course this was largely duo to 
the lengthening distance of the war. Many 
claims growing out of the war had been paid 
off. Interest had been considerably reduced 
by the reduction of the public debt, and by 
lowering rates of interest Besides, a spirit 
of economy was returning both to Congress 
and to the country. But when proper allow- 
ance is made for all these things, great credit 
is still due to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, and especially to Chairman Garfield, 
from 1871 to 1875, for the reduction of the 
national expenditures. It should be added 
that all these reforms were made in the face 
of strenuous opposition. Naturally they en- 
countered the hostility of all lovers of large 
appropriations and all holders of claims. 
Executive officers, too, fond of having abun- 
dant f ands at their disposal, resisted both the 
covering of the unexpended balances into 
the Treasury and the rigid provisions of law 
by which, at the close of each fiscal year, 
such balances go at once into the general 
fund. 
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In bis study of national expenditares, 
General Garfield strove to discover the law 
by which thej increase and diminish. He 
saw that, in time of peace, the best gange, 
in a given state of civilization, is population. 
Bat it does not cost as much per capita to 
govern twenty miUion people as one million. 
Hence, while population tends to increase 
by a geometrical ratio, expenditures should 
increase only by an arithmetical ratio. The 
amount jp^r capita should fall off. European 
countries, whose population does not expand 
territorially, but only increases in density, 
follow this law. So statistics teach. But in 
a country like ours the territorial element 
plays an important part. Thus far our 
boundaries have continued to widen and new 
States to be organized, both in the old ter- 
ritory and in the new. He found, there- 
fore, that two main forces act in the ordi- 
nary movement of our expenditures: the 
natural growth of population, and the exten- 
sion of our territory and increase in the num- 
ber of our States. He held further that, 
while the ordinary expenditures would tend 
to increase from year to year after the Nation 
had reached the bottom of the inclined plane 
reaching downward from the war, "they 
ought not to increase by the same per cent, 
from year to year ; the rate of increase ought 
gradually to grow less." He next inquired 
concerning the effect of wars on national 
expenditures, finding them a disturbing ele- 
ment of enormous power. The whole in- 
quiry involved a most difficult inductive 
investigation. 

The following paragraphs from his speech 
of January 23, 1872, "Public Expenditures, 
their Increase and Diminution,'' show the 
conclusions reached : 

Throughout our history there may be seen a 
carious uniformity in the movement of the annual 
expenditures for the years immediately following 
a war. We have not the data to determine how 
long it was, after the war of Independence, before 
the expenditures ceased to decrease, that is, be- 
fore they reached the point where their natural 
growth more than balanced the tendency to reduc- 
tion of war expenditure ; but in the years imme- 
diately following all our subsequent wars, the de- 
crease has continued for a period almost exactly 
twice the length of the war ttself . 

After the war of 181 2-' 15, the expenditures 



continued to decline for eight years, reaching the 
lowest point in 1823. 

After the Seminole War, which ran through 
three years, 1886, 1837, 1838, the new leyel 
was not reached until 1844, six years after its 
close. 

After the Mexican War, which lasted two 
years, it took four years (unUl 1862) to reach 
the new level of peace. 

It is, perhaps, unsafe to base our calculatitnii 
for the future on these analogies ; but the wars 
already referred to have been of such varied 
character, and their financial effects have been so 
uniform, as to make it not unreasonable to expeet 
that a sioiilar result will follow otur late war. If 
so, the decrease of national expenditures, exclmdre 
of the principal and interest of the public d^ 
will continue until 1876 or 1876. 

It will be seen by an analysis of our current 
expenditures that, exclusive of chaiges on the 
public debt, nearly $60,000,000 are expendi- 
tures directly for the late war. Many of these 
expenditures will not appear again, sudi as the 
bounty and back pay of volunteer soldiers, and 
payment of illegal captures of British vessels and 
cargoes. Wo may reasonably expect that the 
expenditures for pensions will hereafter steadily 
decrease, unless our legislation should be unwar- 
rantably extravagant. We may also expect a 
large decrease in expenditures for the Internal 
Revenue Department Possibly we may ulti- 
mately be able to abolish that department alto- 
gether. In the accounting and disbursing bureaus 
of the Treasuiy Department, we may also expeet 
a further reduction of the force now employed in 
settling war claims. 

We can not expect so rapid a reduction of tiie 
public debt, and its burden of interest, as we have 
witnessed for the last three years ; but the rediio> 
tion will doubtless oontmue, and the burden ctf 
interest will constantly decrease. I know it it 
not safe to attempt to forecast the future, but I 
venture to express the belief that, if peace con- 
tinues, the year 1876 will witness our ordinaiy 
expenditures reduced to $136,000,000, and the 
interest on our public debt to $96,000,000, mak- 
ing our total expenditures, exclusive of payment 
on the prmdpal of the public debt, $230,000,- 
000. Judging from our own experience, and 
from that of other nations, we may not hope, 
thereafter, to reach a lower figure. 

In an article contributed to the "North 
American Review " for June, 1879, General 
Garfield quoted these paragraphs, and then 
discussed them. Seven years bad passed 
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mnoe he had annonnced his law in 1873. This speech in the Hoase entitled ^^ Currency and 

m his disonssion : the Public Faith/' against Mr. Maynard's bill 

^ . . ^ ^. , .. „ .^ * ,. to provide for free banking. This bill was the 

BeHwmg the «b,ert ta the light of wabse- ^.^^ ^^^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ 

V«te^nenee,.twdlb.««nth.tthoprogre» ^ ^ 

of reduction of ezpenditurei from the war leyel , , _, ' , m, t> .\ 

k- been Tery nearly in accordance with these s^ich hearty approval. The President char- 

opeeutioDS of seven years ^. actenzed the bill as " a departure from true 

Tlie actual expenditures since the war, in- principles of finance, national interest, na- 

Auimg interest on the public debt, as shown by tional obligations to creditors, Congressional 

the official record, were as follows : promises, party pledges on the part of both 

IMS, |1,2«7,555,224 41 1872, $277,617,962 67 po^'tical parties, and of personal views and 

1866, 520,809,416 99 1873, 290,845,245 88 Promises made" by himself in all his annual 

1867, 857,542,675 16 1874, 287,188,873 17 messages and in each of his inaugural ad- 

1868, 877,840,284 86 1876, 274,628,892 84 dresses. 

1869, 822,865,277 80 1876, 268,459,797 83 General Garfield bore an important part 

1870, 809,653,660 75 1877, 238,660,008 93 in the legislation of 1871 to enforce the 

1871, 292,177,188 25 1878, 236,964,326 80 Fourteenth Amendment. That was the day 
Omitting the first of these years, in which of the Ku-Klux Klan, and large districts of 

the CDonnous payments to the army swelled the the South were full of violence and outrage, 

iggregite of expenses to $1,297,000,000, and Friends of the Union and of liberty gener- 

beginnfaig with the first full year after the termi- ally felt that whatever the National Govern- 

Mtion of the war, it will be seen that the ex- ment could do, within the powers of the Con- 

paditores have been reduced, at first very rap- etitution, to afford protection to Southern 

My, and then more slowly, from $520,000,000 m Unionists, white and black, should be done. 

1866 to about $237,000,000 in 1878. Southern Republicans, especially, demanded 

The estimate quoted above was that hi 1876 that something should be done to prevent 

openditures would be reduced to $280,000,000, ^he wholesale disfranchisement of citizens in 

Woding $96,000,000 for intero^^ many Southern States. A very stringent 

debt In 1877, one year later than the estimated _ . 1 xi • ^ v 1 i. # 
.^^ ,'•'.,, ,j .„„„ ^,^^ measure to reach tins end was brought for- 
dite, the actual reduction had readied $238,000,. . . /^ t. x z- . 
00^ Including $97,000,000 for mterost on the ward m Congress. It went sofar as toau- 
pibUc debt [He means the expenditures had ^^^^"^^ *^^ President to suspend the writ of 
him reduced to $238,000,000.] ^^^ ^^"'^ *^ ^^^^^^^ ^a''^^*^^ ^^w, and to 
It is evident that in 1877 we had vciy nearly ^^^^^^ ^^^® militia, if he deemed it necessary, 
Ktdied the limit of possible reduction, for the ^o aid the regular army. General Garfield 
iggiegate expenditures of 1878 show a reduction shared fully the opinion of his party, to the 
below that of the preceding year of less than effect that all tlie power of the General 
12,000,000 ; and the expenditures, actual and Government should be invoked to check vio- 
*fftfinatfi1t for the current year ending June SO, lence and to protect citizens. But he re- 
1879, are $240,000,000. It thus appears that coiled from what he deemed the extreme 
1878 waa the tuming-pomt from which, under features of the pending bill. In a very able 
the influence of the elements of normal growth, we speech, entitled " Enforcement of the Four- 
may expect a constant, though it ouji;ht to be a teenth Amendment," April 4, 1871, he went 
imall, annual increase of expenditures. o^er the whole ground of the discussion. 
Probably this comes as near to scientific This is his introduction : 

statesmanahip as anything our country has -ir o 1 t ^ vi * j * j .i. 

f«t ^ 1. ^ «w« •» \ ^^' Speaker, I am not able to understand the 

seen. The speech of 1872, and two others, ^^^^j oipmizaUon of the man who can consider 

caUed "Revenues and Expenditures," March ^^ i,^^ ^^ ^he subject of which it treats, as 

5, 1874, and " Appropriations of the Forty- ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ difficulties. He must be a 

third Congress," June 28, 1874, come the nian of very moderate abiUties, whose ignorance 

neareat of anything in the American Con- ia bliss, or a man of transcendent genius, whom 

greaa to being what, in England, are called no difficulties can daunt and whose clear vision 

*• Budget speeches." no cloud can obscure. 

April 8, 1874, General Garfield made a The distinguished gentleman (Mr. Shellabar- 
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ger) who introduced the bill from the Committee the Pmssian cannon had Bcaroely oeaaed thunder- 

Teiy appropriately said that it requires us to en- ing against the walls of Paris, a deputy of Fraxtiee 

ter upon unexplored territory. That territory, rose in the National Assembly and moved aa tfa« 

Mr. Speaker, is the neutral ground of all political first step toward the safety of his country, that a 

philosophy ; the neutral ground for which rival committee of thirty should be chosen, to be called 

theories have been struggling in all ages. There the Committee of Decentralization. But it was 

arc two ideas so utterly antagonistic that when, too late to save France from the fearful reactai 

in any nation, either has gained absolute and com- from despotism. The news comes to ns, vnder 

plete possession of that neutral ground, the ruin the sea, that on Saturday last the cry was ringiqg 

of that nation has invariably followed. The one through France, ^ Death to the priests, and deadi 

is that despotism which swallows and absorbs all to the ridi I " and the swords of the dtizraa of 

power in a single central government ; the other that new republic are now wet with eadi othei'i 

is that extreme doctrine of local sovereignty blood, 
which makes nationality impossible, and resolves 

a general government mto anarchy and chaos. It ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ argument can best bo shown 

makes but Httle diflferencc as to the final result ^^ quoting his own subheads: '' Equipoise 

which of these ideas drives the other from the ^^ ^"r Government," "Local Self-Ch>yeni- 

field ; in either case, ruin follows. ment," " Protection of Persons and Property 

The result exhibited by the one was seen in before the Late Amendment,*' "Protection 

the Amphictyonic and Achscan leagues of ancient of Persons and Property under the Lata 

Greece, of which Madison, in the twentieth num- Amendment," " First Section of the Four- 

ber of " The Federalist," says : teenth Amendment," " The Rejected Amend* 

The Inevitable result of aU waa imbediity in the gov- ment," " The Amendment as Adopted," 

emment, discord among the provinces, foreign inflaences ** The Rejected and Adopted Amendments 

and indlgnitioa, a precarious existence in peace, and pecu- Compared," " Powers Granted in the FlTSt 

Section," " Citizensbip," " Privileges and 

This U a fitting description of aU naUons who inmnnities of Citizens of the United Strtes," 

have carried the doctrine of local sclf^vemment .. Qnarantees of Life, Liberty, and Prope^ 
so far as to exclude the doctrine of nationality. ,, „ j. , protection of the Laws." " En- 

They were not nations, but mere leagues bound f^^cement of the Amendments," " BiD to 
together by common consent, ready to fall to^. ^, T^^xt.*^ ^n 

. * *i: ^ J * * 1 V Enforce the Fourteenth Amendment" 

pieces at the demand of any refractory member. , . . , ^ .. 

^ •' tk \f ortiAl Taut " 

The opposing idea was never better illustrated ^aruai i^aw. 

than when Louis XIV entered the French Assem- ™8 speech was very distasteful to the 

bly, booted and spurred, and prded with the majority of his party in the House, perhaps 

Rword of ancestral kings, and said to the depu- ^^ '^ the country. Southern Republicans 

tiesof France, "The State! I am the State ! " particularly spoke of it with bittemesa. 

Between these opposite and extreme theories For a time it looked as though the party 

of government, the people have been tossed from might split on this question. However, Mr* 

century to century ; and it has been only when Garfield did not stand alone ; enough of the 

these ideas have been in reasonable equipoise, leading members of his party stood with 

when this neutral ground has been held in joint him to prevent the passage of the bilL The 

occupancy, and usurped by neither, that popular inside party history of that day need not be 

liberty and national life have been possible. How here given. Finally, a compromise was ef- 

many strikmg illustrations of this do we see in 1^^^^^ . the features of the bill to which he 

the history of France I The despotism of Louis ^^^ j^cted were cut away ; the new bill passed, 

XIV, followed by a reign of terror, when liberty ^^ ^^^^ ^ j^^ ^p^j 20, 1871. - This 
had run mad and France was a va^t scene of j, ^^ ^^s author for a time againsthis 

blood and rum I Wo see it again in our day. * ^ t^ • x x x- * i-« 

^ , - XV XI. # 1 party. It is at once a testimony to his sym- 

Only a few years ago the theory of personal gov. *^ / ^ « ^, -rr . . x x xv j 

,, V, A \ ^A ' *\. \1 A^ ^* xr«,v^il«« pathy for Southern Umomsts, to the moder- 

emment had placed m the hands of Napoleon *^ - , . . , . -i. ,.i_ ^ .i. 

m absolute and irresponsible power. The com- a^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^®^8» t^ ^^ ^»^^® ^^ mihtary 

munes of France were crushed, and local liberty methods in time of peace, and to his wis- 

existed no longer. Then followed Sedan and the dom. Probably few men can be found to- 

rcst. On the first day of last month, when France day, who regret that his views prevailed in 

was tijing to rebuild her ruined government, when the contest of 1871. Two other Congres* 
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riooal speeches of this period are these: 
"Nitioiud Aid to Education," February 6, 
1872, characterized already, and ** Cheap 
Tiniiq>ortation and Bailwajs,'^ Jnne 22, 

IWi. . 

It was in this period of four years that 
Mr. Garfield performed a delicate hutiinpor- 
tnt public service in the Far West Many 
jMrs before, the Flathead Indians, long 
raidents of the Bitter-Root Valley, Mon- 
tioa,liad agreed to leave that valley and re- 
move to the Jocko Reservation on the call 
of fhe Government The time had now 
eoote, in the judgment of the Washington 
nthorities, for the removal to be made. 
Bat the Flatheads were very unwilling to 
goi They were deeply attached to their an- 
eeitnl home. The matter was still farther 
eomplicated by the action of many of the 
Ntdtfs who had reached that wild region. 
Umbo were anxious to bring on a war, both 
thit the Flatheads might be exterminated, 
nd that they might themselves fatten on 
Ae ^Kiils of an Indian war. These Indians 
vwe a superior tribe; their history is of 
peculiar interest, but can not be here recited. 
Gaeral Garfield was sent out as a Special 
Commissioner in the summer of 1878 ; and 
lie conducted the difficult business intrusted 
to him with such ability, that their removal 
to the Jocko Reservation was effected with- 
out bloodshed. 

It was in the Forty-second Oongress that 
the Credit Mobilier developments, which so 
alarmed and aroused the country, were made. 
It was also at the very close of this Congress 
that the increase of salaries was enacted. 
The third of the current ** charges *' against 
General Garfield — the De Golyer pavement — 
eame later. These matters will receive full 
oonnderation further on ; but it will be well 
here to follow them through the politics of 
Ilia own district and State. 

The Western Reserve is Northeast Ohio. 
It was originally settled by New Englaoders, 
and its population has the thrift, the keen 
intelligence, the habits of local self-govern- 
ment, the political instincts, and the morals 
of New England. The mail-clerks on Mr. 
Yanderbilt^s railroad say that there is no 
p<^alation of equal numbers on the long line 
reaching from New York to Chicago that 
writes and reads so many letters, and that 



receives so much reading matter through the 
mails. 

The Nineteenth Ohio Congressional Dis- 
trict is the eastern part of the Reserve. 
Probably it has retained the New England 
blood and traditions in a higher degree of 
purity than any other part. It early became 
deeply interested in the Anti-slavery, move- 
ment; and this greatly quickened^ the inter- 
est of the people in public affairs. What is 
more, this district had formed a set of most 
valuable traditions of its own. In 1828 it 
elected Elisha Whittlesey to Congress, and 
kept him there until 1839, a period of six- 
teen years. Mr. Whittlesey may not have 
been a man of extraordinary mental force, 
but he was a man of clear intelligcDce, of 
trained ability, and of varied knowledge. 
Above all, no man of greater probity ever 
sat in the halls of legislation. It was his un- 
sullied honesty, more than his ability, that 
led President Taylor to appoint him Comp- 
troller of the Treasury, an oflSce that he held 
through two Presidential terms. Here, by 
his unquestioned honesty, he, first of all men 
as far as I know, won the name of " Watch- 
dog of the Treasury." On the retirement of 
Mr. Whittlesey from Congress, Joshua R. 
Giddings steps upon the scene. He repre- 
sents the district twenty years and then re- 
tires. Mr. Giddings was one of the old Anti- 
slavery leaders ; to borrow a figure from one 
of Garfield's old speeches, Giddings was al- 
ways found, like the white plume of Navarre, 
in the front of the battle. lie was a man of 
great ability, probity, and honor. The 
marked political character of the Nineteenth 
District was formed during the eight terms 
of Mr. Whittlesey and the ten terms of Mr. 
Giddings. No district in the Union had a 
larger Republican majority, and it stood 
correspondingly high in all the elements of 
political character. No constituency, in all 
the particulars named, could appeal more 
strongly to the ambition of a Republican 
statesman. 

Nowhere did the Mobilier and Salary 
matters make a deeper impression than on 
this most sensitive and jealous constituency. 
General Garfield had now represented it in 
five successive Congresses; and, although 
not then so well known as he is to-day, his 
name had crossed the continent to the West 
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and tbo ocean to the East. The District felt 
very proud of bim. lie was nominated the 
first time by a small majority ; tbe second 
time without opposition. Ilis third and 
fourth nominations were vigorously con- 
tested, but he triumphed so easily and so 
decisively that opposition fled tbe field, and 
left him in secure possession. No Repre- 
sentative held his constituency with a firmer 
hand. His tenure promised to be as long as 
tbat of Whittlesey or even Giddiogs. But 
now all was changed. A Republican con- 
vention, that met at Warren for some local 
purpose, demanded his resignation. Most 
men denounced, all regretted, none do- 
fended what had been done. All that the 
stanchest friends of General Garfield pre- 
sumed to do was to say : " Wait until you 
hear the case; hear wbat Garfield has to 
say before you determine tbat he is a dis- 
honest man.'' 

General Garfield issued his pamphlets, 
** Review of the Transactions of the Credit 
Mobilier Company '' and " Increase of Sal- 
aries," from Washington, and then came on 
to Hiram. These pamphlets, with a person- 
al speech in Warren somewhat later, consti- 
tuted his direct defense. When the next 
campaign opened, he went as usual upon the 
stump. lie discussed the charges against 
himself when there was occasion to do so. 
For the rest, he grappled with the questions 
of the day. He went from county to coun- 
ty, and almost from village to village. His 
knowledge was so great, his argumentation 
so logical, his spirit so earnest, and his bear- 
ing, both public and private, so manly, 
that men bepran to ask: "Can it be true 
that Mr. Garfield is such a man as they tell 
us?" Prejudice yielded rapidly in some 
places, slowly in others, but surely in all. 
The next campaign it was the same thing 
over. Garfield had now to bo returned 
himself or leave public life. After a strug- 
gle that shook the District, he was nomi- 
nated by a three-fourths vote of the Con- 
vention. Two years later the resistance 
was less. By this time ho had won back 
the masses. Only those who had been 
very violent in opposition now stood out. 
These had to be won back, one by one. 
Two years later there was no opposition 
whatever ; the District had been recaptured. 



In 1878 he was reelected by his old-time 
migority. Opposition was now no more; 
Men who had been most denunciatory were 
now warmest in his praise; and it was 
actually left to the friends who had stood 
by him through all the storm to supply sacb 
criticism as every public man needs to keep 
him in proper tone. When the Senatorship 
question came up in the fall of 1879, the 
Republicans of the Nineteenth District had 
but one objection to his election — ^nnwill- 
ingness to lose him as their Representative. 
And now that he is on the way to the chair 
of Washington, I may say no eqnal popu- 
lation between the two oceans wiU give him 
a greater migority than this old constitaency. 

Nor should I fail to mark how the 
victory was won, how the District was re- 
captured. It was not accomplished by 
management James A. Garfield is do 
** manager." It was not by flattering the 
people and appealing to popular pasaona. 
General Garfield is no demagogue. It was 
by the earnest, straightforward exposition of 
solid political doctrine ; it was by the hi^ 
bearing of the roan ; in a word, it was by 
the impact of his mental and moral power 
upon intelligent and honest minds. 

I may go further, and say, as it was in 
the District, so it was in the State. In a 
sense, in 1873, he had come to be the Rep- 
resentative of Ohio. He passed through a 
State as well as a district ordeal, and came 
out approved. As respects his thorough- 
going integrity, sincerity, and patriotism in 
all these transactions, there was now no 
shadow of doubt left on the minds of the 
great majority of his immediate constituents 
and of the good people of the State. 

n. 

The Forty-fourth Congress, 1875-^77. 

With General Grant's second administra- 
tion a groat political change set in. In fact, 
it began before the close of his first admin- 
istration ; and it would have shown itself 
with marked power in the canvass of 1872| 
had it not been for the grotesque appear- 
ance made by Mr. Greeley's running for Pres- 
ident on a Democratic ticket This reaction, 
only temporarily checked in 1872, set in again 
with more power than ever ; so that in 1875 
the Democrats, the first time since 1861, 
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gained control of the Hoase of Representa- 
tiyes. For twelve years General Garfield 
littd sat in a Republican Hoose; now he 
saw the Democrats come to the front, while 
tbe Republicans marched to the rear. Since 
that day, in three snccessive Congresses, he 
has been in the minority. His new situation 
suggests some interesting reflections. 

When the Republicans took control of 
the GoTemment in 1861, their leaders, as a 
dass, had had no experience in constructive 
poMcs. They were mighty in pulling down ; 
to boild up, they had never tried. The four- 
teen years following, an enormous amount 
of constructive work was done, most of it 
bj the new men referred to in a previous 
seetion of thb chapter. Although the Re- 
publicans were reduced to a minority in the 
Hoose, they did not become a proper opposi- 
tion. Immediately the Democrats addressed 
themselves to destroying, or attempting to 
destroy, much that had been done. To some 
extent they were sobered by the sense of re- 
I sponsibility ; but they so used their new- 
[ found power as to alarm the conservative 
instincts of the country. Democrats love to 
call themselves Conservatives, and Repub- 
licans, Radicals; but, in the better sense, 
the names should be reversed. The elements 
of violence and recklessness are prepondor- 
atingly in the Democratic party ; while the 
Bepublicans have a far larger share of the 
conservative intelligence of society. So it 
happened that the Republicans in the House, 
and General Garfield with them, have had 
for their principal work the defense of what 
had been accomplished, against the men who 
strove to prevent their accomplishing it in 
the first place. 

Another change now took place. The 
onui of legislation fell upon the Democrats. 
AU the chairmen of committees were Demo- 
crats. Consequently, no Republican was so 
tied to committee- work as ho had been be- 
fore. Especially was this true of those who, 
like General Garfield, had been heads of 
important committees. With no disposition 
to shrink duty, he now felt a sense of free- 
dom that he had never had before. He 
oonld no longer do the same work for the 
conntry that he had done, even if he de- 
sired to do so. Then the great politico- 
economic questions, to which he had devoted 
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so much time, were beginning to approach 
settlement. Putting all these things togeth- 
er, we can understand why it is that more 
of his work has been political, in the par- 
ty sense, since 1875 than before. He was 
placed on the Ways and Means Committee 
in 1875, to which also he has been assigned 
in each succeeding Congress. 

At the close of the war, a large number 
of the people of the South were laboring 
under political disabilities. These were rap- 
idly removed by Presidential proclamations 
and by legislation. It is quite the fash- 
ion to speak of the severity with which the 
Republicans treated the South. As a mat- 
ter of fact, no other people, under similar 
circumstances, were ever treated with so 
much clemency. Still there were several 
classes of men to whom the Fourteenth 
Amendment of the Constitution applied ; 
and their disabilities could be removed only 
by legislation. Legislative clemency was ex- 
tended to these, as individuals or ns classes, 
from time to time, until, in 1876, only seven 
hundred and fifty remained. Immediately 
on getting control of the House, the Demo- 
crats undertook, by law, to grant amnesty 
to these persona. They were told by the 
Republican leaders in the House that, if 
they would except the Confederate Presi- 
dent, the Republicans would not oppose the 
bill. This they declined, and the debate be- 
gan. Mr. Blaine made an aggressive speech 
in opposition to the bill, in which he charged 
upon Jefferson Davis complicity in the An- 
dersonvillo and other similar outrages. Hon. 
B. H. Hill of Georgia replied in a speech 
of extraordinary power and bitterness. He 
made a general attack upon the conduct of 
the Government, denied that Union soldiers 
had been starved and murdered in rebel 
prisons, and asserted that rebel soldiers had 
been cruelly treated in Northern prisons, 
especially in the one at Elmira, New York. 
January 12, 1876, Mr. Garfield replied to 
Mr. Hill in a powerful speech. He began 
with deprecating the course that the debate 
had taken. Then he went on to state the 
real point at issue. Referring to the speak- 
ers on the Democratic side, he said : ** Any 
one who reads these speeches would not sus- 
pect that they were debating a simple prop- 
osition to relieve some citizens of political 
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and legal diaabilitiea iitonrred daring the 
war. For esample, had I been a casual 
reader, and not a listener, I Bhoald sftj that 
the chief proposition jegterday was an ar- 
taignment of tbe administration of this Gov- 
ernment daring the last fifteen ^eara." He 
also deprecated the manner and spirit in 
which the Amnesty bill was brought for- 
ward and nrged. He spoke in a concilia- 
tor]' spirit of tbe great body of the Southern 
people, wtule insisting that tbej were wrong 
and the Nation right; they disloyal and the 
Nation loyal. Next, he declared that, as 
respected the meaaore nnder consideration, 
all were agreed concerning every homan 
being of the seven hundred and fifty, save 
one. He then stated tbe question as to 
Bavis thns : 

1 do not object to Jeffcrsou Davis because be 
was B conspicuous leader. Whatever we may 
believe theologically, I do not believe in tbe doc- 
triDc of vicarious atonement in politics. Jeffer- 
son Davis was no more guilty lor taking up anus 
than any other mao vlio went into the rebellion 
with equal intelligence. But this la the ques- 
tion : Id the high court of war did he practice 
aocor^og to ita woll-Iinown laws — the laws of 
nations r Did he, in Appealing to war, obey tbe 
laws of war ; or did he so violate those laws, that 
justice to those who suffered at bis bauds de- 
mands that he be not pcnnltled to come back to 
bis old privileges In tbe Union* That Is the 
whole queatiOD; and it is as plain and fair a 
question for deliberation aa was ever debated in 
this House. 

IIo now went on to determine the facta ; 
Were there atrocities practiced in the Sonth- 
em prisons! And if so, was the Confederate 
President responsible? He sustained the 
sfflrmative of both propositions with an 
array of overwhelming proofs. The charge 
of Davis's complicity in the atrocities of 
Andersonville ho supported by a mass of 
evidence, mnch of it from rebel sources, that 
can leave no donbt of the fact upon any 
candid man capable of weighing testimony. 
He also disproved in the most convincing 
manner tbe charge of cruelty to Confeder- 
erate soldiers in the Northern prisons. This 
speech settled tbe question. Immedialoly 
the bill was withdrawn, and has not since 
been renewed. He closed with the following 



And DOW, Mr. Speaker, I dose as I began. 
Toward those men who gallantly fought us on 
the field I cheriah tbe kiadeit feeling. I feel ■ 
sincere reverence for the soldierly qualities they 
displayed on many a well-fought battle-field. I 
hope the day will oame when tb^ awords and 
OUTS <rill be crossed over nany a doorway of our 
children, who will remember the glory of their 
ancestors with pride. The high qualitiea ^i- 
played in that conflict now belong to the whc^ 
Kation. Let them be consecrated to the Union, and 
ita future peace and glory. 1 shall hail that conae- 
cration as a pledge and symbol of our perpetidty. 

But there was a claas of men referred to in 
tbe speech of the gentleman yesterday for wtiom 
I have never yet gained the Christian grace neoea. 
sary to say tbe same thing. Tbe gentleman s^ 
that, amid tbe thunder of battle, throogfa ita ffim 
smoke, and above ita roar, they heard a vm» 
from this side saying, " Brothers, come t " I do 
not know whether he meant the same thing, but 
I beard that voice behind us. I beard that vcioe, 
and I recollect that I sent one of those wbo 
uttered it through our lines — a voice owned by 
Vallandigbam. General Scott sud, in the eaiiy 
days of the war, " When this war ia over, K win 
require all the physical and moral power of ths 
Government to restrain tbe rage and fuiy of tbs 
non-combatanta." It was that non^nmbataat 
voice behind ua that cried " Halloo I " to the oth- 
er aidci that always gave cheer and enoonrage- 
ment to the enemy la our hour of darlcness. I 
have never forgotten and have not yet forgiw 
those Democrats of the North whose hearts wew 
not warmed by the grand inspirations of the 
Union, but who stood back, finding fault, alwap 
crying disaster, rejoicing at our detect, never 
gloryiag in our victory. If these are the Tirfss* 
the gentleman heard, I am sony he is now md- 
ted with those who uttered them. 

But to those most noble men, Democrats snd 
Republicans, who together fought for the Unioo, 
I commend all the lessons of charity that dis 
wisest and most beneficent men have taoght. 

I join you all in eveiy aspiration that jnt 
may express to stay in this Union, to heal Ks 
wounds, to increase its gloiy, and to forget Om 
evils and bitterness of the past; but do not,f<( 
the sake of the three hundred thousand hemic 
men who, mumed and bruised, drag oat their 
weary lives, many of them carrying in their 
hearts horrible memories of whst they suffered 
in the priaon-pen — do not ask us to vote M pot 
back Into power that man who was tbe canae of 
their suffering — that man still unaneled, nn- 
shriven, unforglven, undefended. 
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Near the close of the long session of the 
Forty-fourth Oongress, Hon. L. Q. 0. Lamar, 
of Mississippi, made a carefull j prepared and 
very ahle speech on what may he called gen- 
eral politics. He hegan with deploring the 
erOa of party; asserted his helief that the 
minority of the American people were tired 
of party prcjndices; that they greatly de- 
nied to pat an end to puhlic cormption, 
tsd to reform the legislative and adminis- 
trttiTe evils of the Government. He de- 
eltred that the national administration was 
very corrapt ; that the civil service was in a 
deplorahle state; and that the people could 
not make reforms hecanse the one hundred 
thootand dvii office-holders, and the one 
bundred thousand expectants of such offices, 
would not let them. He said the Repuhli- 
can party was incapahle of making the re- 
forms; hence, he inferred that the Demo- 
crats should once more he brought into 
power. He said that there was no reason 
to distrust the South; that the South was 
prostrate, broken in her industries and in 
ker power, while the North was rich and 
pow^ol; and they had united with the 
IWocratic party because they could go no- 
where else for help and protection. He 
strove to allay all apprehensions in case tbe 
Democracy once more gained the control of 
the Government. He gave also a beautiful 
picture of the peace and security of the col- 
ored race in the South. Mr. Lamar's pur- 
pose was to make a speech that should in- 
flaence public sentiment, especially Northern 
sentiment, in the pending Presidential elec- 
tion. He strove to make it as conciliatory 
as was possible to a man of Jiis temper and 
history. There was reason to think that he 
postponed his speech till near the end of the 
session, so as to prevent an adequate reply. 
Throughout, the speech was an aggressive 
and powerful arraignment of the Republican 
party. Mr. Gku*field had received an intima- 
tion that the speech was coming ; so, when 
Mr. Lamar closed, he rose to reply. Other 
nifttters occupied the attention of the House 
the next day. August 4th he made the speech 
— one of the ablest of its kind that he has 
ever delivered — "Can the Democratic Party 
be safely intrusted with the Administration 
of the Gk>vemment?" He began by ex- 
presnng his appreciation of all that portion 



of Lamar's speech which had for its object 
the removel of prejudices and unkindly feel- 
ings springing out of the war. He then 
summed up the whole speech in a masterly 
manner. 

Next he pointed out that Mr. Lamar's 
speech was one of attack ; that he had 
wholly failed, not only to answer, but to 
ask, the question: "Can the Democratic 
party be trusted with the Government? " 
He then addressed himself to this question, 
and, in a masterly review of our political 
history, showed that the war was one of 
ideas — freedom and slavery ; that out of slav- 
ery grew the narrow States'-rights theory 
and disunion ; that the Republican party had 
been the party of liberty and progress, while 
the Democrats had, at every step, been the 
party of obstruction and resistance. He 
produced abundant proofs that the South 
was full of violence and lawlessness; that 
the people lately in arms against the Gov- 
ernment had accepted the results of the war 
no further than physical force coerced them; 
and that even then, if it were in their pow- 
er, they would attempt a reversal of what 
had been done. He asserted that the South- 
em people had made a great mistake in con- 
fiding their fortunes to the Democratic party. 
No summary can do justice to this masterly 
speech. Like the reply to Mr. Hill, it was 
widely reproduced in the newspapers, and 
scattered by the hundred thousand copies in 
pamphlet editions. 

December 19th following, at the last ses- 
sion of this Congress, Mr. Garfield made one 
of the finest of his commemorative speeches, 
"John "Win throp and Samuel Adams." This 
will be more fully referred to in another 
place. 

We come now to a series of transac- 
tions that will long remain the subject of 
vehement and passionate controversy: the 
Presidential canvass and election of 1876. 
Mr. Garfield's part in two of these transac- 
tions will now bo presented in as brief a 
narrative as is consistent with clearness, and 
with as little color as possible. 

The election of 1876 was strenuously 
contested at every point. Believing that 
their continuance in power was required 
by the best interests of the country, the 
Republicans strove to elect their candi- 
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date. Insisting that the same interests de- 
manded tlie ejection of the Republicans 
from the seats of power and their own en- 
thronement, the Democrats did their utmost 
to carry the daj. When the smoke of No- 
vember 7th had lifted from the Held, this 
was the situation that presented itself: There 
were in all three hundred and sixty-nine 
electors. Concerning one hundred and 
eighty-four Tilden electors and one hundred 
and sixty-six Hayes electors, there was no 
controversy. Unfortunately the remaining 
nineteen were in doubt. The Democrats 
claimed them, and the Republicans claimed 
them. If these should be counted for Mr. 
Tilden, that gentleman would bo elected by 
a minority of eighteen ; if for Mr. Hayes, he 
would be elected by a majority of one. The 
nineteen electors were those of South Caro- 
lina, Florida, and Louisiana. The elements 
of uncertainty out of which the later contro- 
versy grew were different in the different 
States. In Florida there were technical ques- 
tions of form ; in Louisiana fraud and intimi- 
dation were charged. It is difficult to ima- 
gine a state of political affairs more likely to 
engender passion and provoke questionable 
practices on both sides. For the rest, this 
narrative will be confined to the State of 
Louisiana, because Mr. Garfield had nothing 
to do with either of the other States. 

Hon. A. S. Hewitt, Chairman of the 
Democratic National Committee, requested 
a number of prominent Democrats from dif- 
ferent States to go to New Orleans to wit- 
ness the counting, by the State Returning 
Board, of the popular vote for Presidential 
electors. President Grant also requested a 
number of prominent Republicans to go for 
a similar purpose. Mr. Garfield was one of 
those invited. He had reached Washington 
from Ohio November 9th, and the Presi- 
dent's dispatch from Philadelphia reached 
him the evening of the next day. This is 
the dispatch: **I would be gratified if you 
would go to New Orleans, to remain until 
the vote of Louisiana is counted. Governor 
Kellogg requests that reliable witnesses be 
sent to see that the canvass is a fair one. 
Answer." He replied that he could not go 
immediately, and that he would see the 
President on his return to Washisgton. At 
the interview held the next evening, the 



President stated more fully the objects to be 
gained by the embassy. The presence of 
well-known Northern citizens in New Or- 
leans might serve to calm the agitation of 
the public mind. It was desirable to have 
some just-minded men present at the count- 
ing of the votes. Besides, Senators and 
Representatives could discuss the whole snb- 
ject more intelligently in Congress, where 
it was sure to come up at the opening of the 
session, from having familiarized themselves 
with it by such a visit. Hitherto General 
Garfield had hesitated. On personal grounds 
it was very inconvenient for him to go, and 
he saw that his going might subject him to 
unfavorable criticism. But when he had 
fully learned what the President's purposes 
were — especially when he learned that he 
was to be associated with such distinguished 
and honorable men as John Sherman, 
Courtland Parker, Stanley Matthews, K W. 
Stoughton, and others — his general objec- 
tions were removed, and he consented to 
go. He reached New Orleans November 
14th. The Democratic visitors, and some of 
the Republicans, had already arrived. 

On the 16th the Republican Committee 
received a communication from the Demo- 
cratic Committee proposing that the two 
committees should unite, in order that such 
influence as they possessed might *'be ex- 
erted in behalf of such a canvass of the votes 
actually cast as, by its fairness and impar- 
tiality, shall command the respect and acqui- 
escence of the American people of all par- 
ties.^' This overture was declined for a rea- 
son which can not be understood without 
some knowledge of the electoral law of 
Louisiana. 

In most of the States votes are canvassed 
in the places where they are cast The 
judges of the election are tiie canvassers of 
the votes. Not only do these judges decide, 
under the law, as ballots are offered, who are 
entitled to vote, but they canvass and coont 
the votes. If more votes are found in the 
box than there are names on the list, it is the 
duty of these canvassers, under the law, to 
purge the ballot-box. When their canvass 
and count are finished, they send the retoms 
to the proper officers. When the returns 
reach the State Capital, in the case of State 
officers and Presidential electors, nothing re- 
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Hiains to be done bnt to put the returns from 
all the precincts together, to add up the col- 
umns of figures, and to publish the results. 
In no proper sense is there a State Board of 
Canvaasers. Of course the law provides a 
remedy in case there has been fraud in anj 
quarter. Such is the common procedure. 
But the State of Louisiana, years before the 
election of 1876, had ordained a different 
method of canvassing and counting votes. 
The ballots cast in all the precincts were 
to be sent in packages, properly authenti- 
oated by signatures and protected by seals, 
to a board of State canvassers, called a Re- 
turning Board. It was made the business of 
this Board to canvass all the votes, to count 
those that were found to be legal, and to 
make known the result. Questions of illegal 
voting that in Ohio and New York are settled 
by the local judges of elections, in Louisiana 
were settled by the State Board at the Capital 
of the State. The law farther provided the 
requisite machinery for taking testimony in 
disputed elections, both in the parishes and 
at the Capital. The circumstances that led 
to the enacting of this law need not be here 
recounted. Nor need the necessity of the 
law itself be canvassed. Every man is enti- 
tled to his own opinion, both as to the neces- 
sity and wisdom of the law. All that need 
be insbted on here is this : Such was the law 
ofl/mitiana in 1876, and such it had been 
for years. The courts had often given it ju- 
dicial interpretation. Accordingly it was the 
duty of the Board to determine, under the 
law and in view of all the testimony, what 
votes were legal. So the Republican Com- 
mittee replied to the Democratic that the 
functions of the Canvassing Board were in 
some cases judicial as well as ministerial; 
and that the Visiting Committee could not 
unite in an effort to influence the Board on 
behalf of " a canvass of the votes actually 
cast" They replied furthermore, that they 
had nothing whatever to do with influencing 
the Board ; that an attempt on their part so 
to influence them would be an unwarrantable 
interference ; ' and that they were in Louisi- 
ana simply as witnesses of the canvass and 
count. 

The situation in Louisiana, to be more 
specific, was this : If all the votes forwarded 
from the voting precincts to New Orleans 



were counted, the Tilden electors were 
elected. But the Republicans of the State 
claimed that there had been gross fraud and 
intimidation in some parts of the State ; and 
that, if the votes were canvassed according 
to the law, the Hayes electors had been 
chosen. The law expressly declared it to be 
the duty of the Board, if they found that 
riot, tumult, acts of violence, intimidation, 
armed disturbances, treachery, or corrupt 
influences had materially interfered with 
the purity and freedom of the election at 
any poll or voting place, or prevented a suffi- 
cient number of the qualified electors thereat 
from registering and voting materially to 
change the result of the said election, then 
they were not to count the votes from such 
precinct, but were to exclude them from the 
returns. In most of the parishes there were 
no contests; but there were contests grow- 
ing out of alleged fraud and intimidation in 
several of the parishes. The whole issue 
depended upon the decision in these con- 
tested parishes. If the votes actually cast 
in these precincts were counted, the Tilden 
electors were chosen beyond question ; but 
if the votes were thrown out, because ille- 
gal, the Hayes electors. The Board was to» 
be guided by the law and the testimony. 
The testimony had already been taken when 
the visitors reached Now Orleans, and was 
in the form of affidavits. 

The Returning Board now furnished each 
of the Committees with copies of all the 
testimony. To secure a thorough examina- 
tion and analysis of the documents, the Re- 
publicans distributed the testimony relating 
to the different parishes among themselves. 
To General Garfield was assigned West Feli- 
ciana. He took all the papers and went 
through them in that thorough manner which 
characterizes all his work. He caused some 
of the witnesses to be recalled and more 
thoroughly examined. Before he had fin- 
ished his work on the documents the Board 
had begun its work. Five members of 
each Committee were allowed to be pres- 
ent at the canvass of the votes — five Repub- 
licans and five Democrats, each with a steno- 
grapher. The bundles of votes were opened 
in the order prescribed by law, the certifi- 
cates scrutinized, and the testimony showing 
fraud and intimitation, if any, considered. 
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Each Committee was permitted to make vide for and regalate the Counting of Votes 

copies of all the papers. Questions were for President and Vice-President, and the 

also allowed. Besides, the two Louisiana Decision of Questions arising thereon, for 

political Committees were represented hy the Term commencing March 4, 1877." The 

counsel, and contested points were argued, minor steps that led to this Act need not he 

Such was the method of the canvass. here recounted. Nor need the law itself he 

When the last parish had heen dispatched, stated further than to saj, that it provided 

nothing remained for the Republican visit- for a Commission of Fifteen — five Justices of 

ors to do hut to return and submit to the the Supreme Court, five Senators, and five 

President a report of what had been done. Representatives — whose duties were thus de- 

That evening General Garfield and most of fined : 

the others left for the North. The Lou- All the certificates and papers purporting to be 

isiana Board had still to decide the various certificates of the electoral votes of each Sute 

pomts mvolved, to count up the votes, and ^y^^ ^e opened [that is, by the President of the 

to make known its decision. This was to be Senate, m presence of the Senate and House of 

done, under the law, in secret session. The RcpresentatiTes] in the alphabetical order of the 

telegram announcing the result, and General States, as provided m section one of this Act ; and 

Garfield, reached Washington abont the same when there shall be more than one such certificate 

time. or paper, as the certificates and papers from such 

This is the story of General Garfield's State shall so be opened (excepting duplicates 

visit to New Orleans in the fall of 1876. of the same return), they shall be read by the 

This is the whole story. He kept aloof tellers, and thereupon the President of the Senate 

from all contests and quarrels of local poll- ®^^'^ ^^ ^^^ objections, if any. Every objection 

ticians. He entered into no negotiations. ®^^" ^ ™*^® ^^ writmg, and shaU state clearly 

He became a party to no bargains or under- ^^^ oondselj, and without argument, the ground 

standings. All his conduct was as honor- ^^^^\^^^ shall be signed by at least one Sen- 

., xi.< • I.* i*i> TT x> J ator and one member of . the House oC Represen- 

able as anythmg m his life. He performed ^ . . . . , „^ . , ** 

, . •' , 7. ^ ^, 1. 1 .^ ^ tatives before the same shall be receired. When 

•no act m relation to the whole matter to „ v u- ^- j * -^ais * 

, . , , -„,.,..., . , , ^1 Boch objections so made to any cerdficate, 

which the full light of day can not be ad- ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^ 

mitted. Improper acts have been charged ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^H ^^^^ certificates, votes, and 
against other gentlemen, whether rightly or papers so objected to, and all papers accompany- 
wrongly does not here matter; but against i^g the same, together with such objections, shiOl 
General Garfield no whisper of such charge be forthwith submitted to said Commission, which 
has ever been made. A year later, all these shall proceed to consider the same, with the same 
matters were gone over by the Potter Inves- powers, if any, now possessed for that purpose by 
tigating Committee ; all sources of informa- the two Houses actiug separately or together, and, 
tion were exhausted ; but no breath of accu- by a majority of votes, decide whether any and 
sation against General Garfield was ever what votes from such State are the votes provided 
breathed. Concerning his going to New ^^^ ^J *^e Constitution of the United SUtes, and 
Orleans at ally men may differ in opinion, ^^^ ^^J ^^ ^^^* persons were duly appointed 
as they may concerning the going of all the «1«^" ^ «"*^^ S*^*^' *"^ "^^^ ^^^'^ *^« ^ 
gentlemei), both Republicans and Demo- ^iew such petitions, depositions, and other papers, 
crats. It must be admitted that the busi- if any, as shall, by tiie Constitution and now exist- 
J ,. ^ . , . , ,j m<; law, be competent and pertment m audi oon- 
ness was delicate, m which a man could .? * i . A. j • • V. « u j • s* 

., . ,. ,. ./. 1. J sideration; which decision shall be made m wnt- 

easily compromise himself if so disposed : . * ^. u • /i *t,.. a ♦i.^.^^* -«^ ^^^ 

1 •* • ^5* 1.1 * n 1 r. «« 1^ ♦!, I ***& Siting bneflythe ground thereof, and signed 

and It IS creditable to General Garfield that ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ Commission agreeing 

he so bore himself in relation to the Board ^^^^^^. whereupon the two Houses shaU again 

and all other persons that not one act or ^^^ ^^ ^^^ decision shall be read and entered 

word of his has been made the subject of i^ t^e journal of each House, and the counting of 

unfriendly comment. the votes shall proceed in conformity therewith, 

The next step in this history is the Elec- unless, upon objection made thereto in writing by 

toral Commission, created by the law of at least five Senators and five members of the 

January 29, 1877, entitled " An Act to pro- House of Representatives, the two Houses shall 



OENEBAL GARFIELD'S FUBUC LIFE. 



53 



Bepuiteljooncor in ordering otherwise ; in which 

CMe socb ooncorrent order shall govern. No votes 

or papers firom any other State shall be acted upon 

QBt& the objections preTioosl j made to the votes 

or papers from any State shall have been finally 

fisposedof. 

While the Electoral bill was pending in 
the House, Mr. Garfield delivered a speech, 
JamuuT" 26, 1877, entitled " Counting the 
Electoral Vote." Whatever a man's opin- 
ions of the positions of this speech may be, 
as respects both their constitutionality and 
wisdom, he must admit that speeches as 
able are rarely heard in either House of 
Congress. He began with stating the gravity 
of the questions involved, as became the 
sabjeet and the political emergency. Next 
he stated the difiSculty that the fathers had 
in creating an executive head for the Nation. 
He mentioned the various plans that were 
proposed in the Convention of 1787 and 
abandoned. Then he considered the plan 
adopted and incorporated into the Consti- 
tution. This plan he then followed through 
the discussions subsequent, down to the 
ratification of the Constitution by the people 
of the States. This he followed up by a 
most vigorous criticism of the bill itself. 
He referred to the early practice of opening 
the certificates and counting the votes ; and 
retaforced his argument by citing the prac- 
tice in the States in publishing the returns 
of elections for Governors. Mr. Garfield's 
afiSrmative argument will be given at full 
length in another place. Here it will be 
weU to summarize his main points : 

1. Each State is to choose its electors in 
its own way. If this is by a popular election, 
the State determines the voting precincts, 
names the judges of election, and canvasses 
the vote. No power in the world is com- 
petent to go behind the returns to inquire 
what has been done. The Nation is bound 
irrevocably by the action and findings of the 
State. 

2. Congress is in no sense a returning 
board. He denied that either Congress or 
the Honses had anything to do with the sub- 
stance of opening the certificates and count- 
ing the votes. This was to him a great ob- 
jection to the Electoral bill. "It makes 
Congress a vast irresponsible returning 
boardf with aU the vices of, and none of the 



excuses for, the returning boards of the 
States.*' The Houses are present simply as 
witnesses of what is done. They might 
make rules as to the mauMr of proceeding — 
such as the employment of tellers, the 
order in which the certificates should be 
drawn — but nothing more. 

3. The opening of the certificates and the 
counting of the votes is made the duty of 
the President of the Senate. As respects 
the substance of the proceeding, everything 
is in his breast. If there be two sets of pa- 
pers, he is to decide between them. Of the 
regularity of the papers he is the sole judge. 

4. If the President of the Senate abuse 
his trust, he may be impeached or otherwise 
proceeded against according to law. As re- 
spects him, there is no other than punitive 
redress. 

6. But suppose he declares the wrong 
man elected? This question may be an- 
swered by another one: Suppose, on the 
theory that Congress counts the votes, that 
the wrong man is declared elected? The 
courts are open. Whatever can bo legally 
done to correct what is wrong in the one 
case can be legally done in the other. 

6. If any one recoil from this theory of 
the Constitution because it reposes too much 
power in one man — the President of the 
Senate — it can be replied, that it is far safer 
to repose the power and the responsibility 
in one man, who can be reached by legal 
process, than to repose them in the two 
Houses of Congress, consisting of several 
hundred members, swayed by all the storms 
of politics, that can not be reached by any 
legal process, and that are responsible only 
to public opinion. 

Such was General Garfield's argument. 
However, the bill passed the Houses and 
became a law. The Electoral Commission 
was created, and did its work. It is in no 
sense the subject of comment here. The 
Republicans of the House unanimously de- 
signated Mr. Garfield as one of the Commis- 
sioners, and ho was chosen. That he had 
opposed the creation of this tribunal no 
more precluded his sitting as one of its 
members than a judge, who denies the juris- 
diction of the court of which he is a mem- 
ber in a given case, is precluded from sit- 
ting upon the case, if he is overruled. The 
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creation of the Gonmission was one thing; of Congress, had snch power. This was 
the questions to come hefore it, if created, purposely left an open question, as Senator 
quite another. Mr. Garfield sat in all the Thurman, himself one of the Commission- 
sessions of the Commission, and took an ers, asserted on various occasions in the Sen- 
able part in all its deliberations. Two of its ate. January 24th, in advocating the mea- 
ablest arguments are his. The great ques* sure, this Senator said : 
tion that came up for answer was the very ^^ President, this bill gives to this Commis. 
question that he had raised in the House: ,.^„ ^^e same powers that the Houses of Con- 
What are the relations of the national au- ^^^ separately or together have, whatever those 
thority to the State in choosing its elect- powers are. If constitutionally they may go be- 
ers? What are the powers of Congress, or hind the dedsion of a returning board, this Com. 
of the Houses, if any ? As he said in one of mission can go behind it ; if constitutionallj 
his speeches : ** This Act confers no new they can not go behind that decision, this Corn- 
powers upon the two Houses ; but it makes mission can not go behind it ; and therefore it is 
the Commission tlie interpreter of the pow- a mere license of speech to call this a shaffling 
ers which they possessed before its passage.'^ hill. You might as well call any bill, such as we 
This question the Commission had now to ®^^° P'^ authorizing the Court of Claims to de- 
decide, though its decision could be over- ^^® ^° * ^^^^ agafaist the United States, or an- 
ruled by the two Houses acting jointly, tborizing any other court to decide a chdm, a shuf- 

A**^« . ♦i^^.^^^k :«„^«*;««*;^« ^^ *\. i i Ai^ bill, because in the act we pass we do not 

After a thorough mvestigation of tho whole ,^, ' .* i* u * v .* .; * *i. • j. • i 

_,.... ^ . . X ^u* • deade the case Itself , but submit it to the ludidal 

sttbiect, the Commission came to thi^ opm- , . . ^. * ^, _^ 

. „,\ . ^, ^ T ,. , determination of the court 

ion : There is no power that can go behmd j ^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ convictions on this subject 

the returns of the State; when the national ^^^^^^^^ ^^ ^ lawyer-like convictions, as any 

authority has identified the voice of the other member on this floor. I say to the Senator 

State, that voice is final, no matter what from Indiana that not sixty days ago, but six ccn- 

may have led to the State's determination, turies ago, it was the law that the acts of cvciy- 

Hence the Commission refused to go beliind body who acted without jurisdiction were ntterlj 

the returns in any case, but held them con- void. I hope that this tribunal that will be es- 

clusive as respects the national authority, tablished will decide in the same way, and follow 

In the proper sense this is States-rights doc- the precedents of six centuries ; but I do not 

trine. The Democrats antagonized it fierce- know, and I will not restram them by any act of 

ly, and held to a theory that made Congress Congress. ^ 

the canvasser and the judge of all that the ^ ^^^^^ ^q^^^ ^^^^ amendment to the 

State has done. Thus Mr. Garfield had the Electoral till • 

prescience to base his argument on solid . j j »rL * *vt u • * « ^ v n 

'^ am,. 3.XV1.1-.V Provided. That nothing herem contained shall 

ground. That ground is not likely to be *, . *. . , ri • • * w u- j xu 

, , , . , « * X 11 A -x authorize the said Commission to go behind the 

abandoned in the future. At all events, it ^^^ ^^ determination of the canvassing or 

can not be without largely eliminatmg the ^tu^ning officers of a State, authorized by the 

element of local self-government from our j^^g ^f the Stote to find and determme the result 

political system. of an election for electors. 

It is now asserted by some of the Dem- ^,^, -..x^.<i . « 

.. *u A o 1 i-. -/s 1 J • 1 X ;» Mr. Edmunds, to test the question on au 

ocratic organs that General Garfield violated . , ^ , ., . , 7 . mr *^ 

, . ., , M A.y m • • • sides, offered this amendment to Mr. Mor- 

his oath as a member of the Commission in ^ , , , . ., . , , , , ,. ^« 

this: Tho law creating the Commission, they *<"'> ^f^j'^K *»* ^'^ *°"^^ ^^'^ ^*« 

assert, made it the duty of the Oommission "K*™* * • 

to go hehind the returns ; he took an oath to Th"* ^^^ *»'* Commission shall have antlmri^ 

obey the law ; and then he argtied and voted *° 8° «>e'>'"»d *e finding and determination of the 

against so doing. Those who make this °"'^»"'ng »' "=»""J»e offl«nS «to. 

charge must be either very ignorant, both of Mr. Tliurman then said : 

the law and its history, or very reckless. It i shall vote against them both. I hare 

was expressly left with the Commission to a very strong and decided opinion, I may say, 

inquire whether Congress, and the Commis- that to a certain extent the decision of a canvass- 

sion itself that was clothed with tho power ing or returning board may be inquired into, gone 
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bdiind, in the language here used ; but whatever 
may be my opinion upon these subjects, I shall 
oot Tote for either of these propositions, because 
to attempt to decide either of them is to kill the 

bill 

Both amendments were lost, and the bill 
paflsed, leaving the Commission to inquire 
what power it had in the premises. Mr. 
Girfield held that neither Congress nor the 
Oonunission conld go behind the action of a 
State. In so doing he no more violated his 
oath than Mr. Thnrman, who took the op- 
poate gronnd. 

The death of Mr. Kerr, the Speaker of 
the House in the Forty-fourth Congress, 
made the election of a successor necessary. 
Mr. Blune hod already gone to the Senate, 
and Mr. Garfield was left the undisputed 
Republican leader. The election came on 
before his retnrn from Louisiana. December 
4, 1876, the Republicans in the Honse cast 
thnr votes for him as Speaker. It was noth- 
ing bat a compliment, as the Democrats 
were in the ascendancy. Twice since has 
he been complimented in the same manner. 
It should also be added, that in four differ- 
ent Congresses he has been a member of the 
Committee on Rules. He took a prominent 
part in the revision of the rules by the pres- 
ent Honse. 

vn. 
Fwiy-fflh C<mgrm, ISTT-'TQ, 

Again the candidate of his party for 
Speaker, again a member of the Ways and 
Heans Committee, and still the Republican 
leader in the House. 

It is curious to observe the groups in 
which General Garfield's speeches lie. No 
nian can run over the list, in connection with 
the current political history, and not see 
that the bent of his mind would keep him 
in the field of politico-economic discussion 
and legislation. It is only when great crises 
arise, such as that produced by the Presi- 
dential election of 1876, its antecedents and 
consequents, and the attempt of the Demo- 
crats in 1879 to coerce the Executive, that he 
is stronglj drawn to partisan politics. Thus, 
in the Forty-third Congress his great themes 
are *< Revenues and Expenditures," "Cur- 
renejand the Public Faith," "Appropria- 
tions of the ilrst Session of the Forty-third 



Congress," " Cheap Transportation and Rail- 
ways." In the Forty-fourth Congress they 
are " Amnesty," " Can the Democratic Party 
safely b^ Intrusted with the Administration 
of the Government?" "Counting the Elec- 
toral Vote." In the Forty-fifth they are the 
"Repeal of the Resumption Law," " The 
New Scheme of American Finance," " The 
Tariff," and others that have no relations to 
parties. Here it may be said that, recently, 
questions affecting finance, industry, and 
trade have hardly been party questions at 
all. Men of all ways of thinking on these 
subjects have been found in both the polit- 
ical parties. It has been impossible to draw 
party lines by their bearings. Party lines 
have been drawn with sole reference to 
questions growing out of slavery and the 
war, though the method of interpreting 
the Constitution, whether strictly or loosely, 
has been an important factor. This some- 
what anomalous state of affairs explains why 
it is that some of Mr. Garfield^s most effec- 
tive speeches have been addressed, in whole 
or in part, to Republicans. 

By the time that President Hayes was 
seated in the chair of State, political passion 
had cooled ; the public mind had been long 
overstrained; the Southern policy of the 
President satisfied, for the time, the majority 
of men, while the minority, partly from ex- 
haustion and partly from awe, acquiesced in 
silence. A blessed repose that the people 
much needed fell upon the country. The 
subsidence of party politics, the calm of the 
country, the bent of his mind, and the move- 
ment of events take General Garfield once 
more to politico-economic questions. 

January 1, 1879, the day fixed for the 
Resumption of Specie Payments by the Act 
of January 14, 1875, was but little more than 
a year off when the Forty-fifth Congress con- 
vened. At the special session held in the 
fall of 1877, the enemies of Resumption and 
the friends of soft money made one more 
determined effort to carry out their policy. 
General Ewing of Ohio introduced a repeal- 
ing bill into the House, and once more the 
roar of financial battle was heard on the 
fioors of Congress. No more determined 
attack upon the buttresses of national honor 
and prosperity had at any time been made. 
In the House debate, Mr. Garfield delivered 
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one of bis ablest speeches, entitled *^ Repeal 
of tbe Resumption Law.'' This was bis 
introduction : 

We are engaged in a debate which has lasted 
in the Anglo-Saxon world for more than two cen- 
turies ; and hardly any phase of it to which we 
have listened in the coarse of the last week is 
new. Hardly a proposition has been heard on 
either side which was not made one hundred and 
eighty years ago in England, and almost a hundred 
years ago in the United States. So singularly 
does history repeat itself. 

Once more be swept with a master's 
power this familiar field of discossion. He 
set forth tbe well-known doctrines of finance 
in which he is so firmly grounded. He drew 
upon the resources of all financial history 
for illustration; exploded the current fal- 
lacy that Resimiption would bear heavily 
upon the poor; exploded, too, tbe fallacy 
that we have in any proper sense creditor 
and debtor classes with diverse interests; 
and closed with the declaration that be 
would favor any substitute for the bill which 
would make Resumption more safe, more 
certain, and would more carefully protect 
the business interests of the country; but 
that any measure which took back the prom- 
ise, which gave up what had been gained, 
which sot the country afloat upon the wild 
waves from which it had so nearly escaped, 
he would oppose to tbe utmost, confidently 
trusting to the future for the vindication of 
his judgment. But argument and remon- 
strance were not heeded. The Ewing bill 
passed the House, but, fortunately, could 
not command a majority in tbe Senate. Still 
we shall hear of it again after Resumption 
lias become a fact. This speech led to a 
second, the history of which should also be 
given. 

March 5, 1878, tbe Hon. W. D. Kelley of 
Pennsylvania, one hundred and nine days 
after Garfield^s Resumption speech, made a 
lengthy speech, in which he sought not only 
to overturn the doctrines of that speech, 
but also indulged in the most ofi^ensive per- 
sonal remarks. To make this speech, Mr. 
Kelley had arrested the work on the appro- 
priation bills then pending. Mr. Garfield 
was unwilling to divert the House from the 
business in hand; but his manhood demanded 
that he should repel Mr. Kelley's wanton at- 



tack. This he did in a speech delivered the 
next day, called *'The New Scheme of 
American Finance." After turning that 
gentleman's personal remarks upon himself^ 
with spirit but without bitterness, he 
launched out into a full review of the whole 
question. So perfect was his mastery of all 
the topics within the range of debate that, 
with only one night's preparation, he was 
able not only to answer, but to overwhelm 
Mr. Kelley on every point The arguments 
pro and con will not be reproduced in this 
place. Mr. Kelley brought forward his well- 
known soft-money theories, and Mr. Gtofield 
replied with the sound-money facts. Kelley's 
historical references were turned upon him 
in the most handsome manner. Perhaps the 
most telling point was when Mr. Garfield 
showed from the record that, in 1865, Mr. 
Kelley had himself voted for a resolution de- 
claring a contraction of the currency a neces- 
sity, with a view to as early a resumption of 
specie payments as the business interests of 
the country would admit. The House en- 
joyed this speech intensely. The country 
broke out into gufifaws of laughter. If Mr. 
Garfield enjoyed personal victories over 
men, which he does not, his satisfaction 
could not well be greater than in the ^»- 
comfiture of his antagonist. «Mr. Kelley only 
entangled himself more completely in his 
efforts to escape the toiis into which he had 
fallen. 

As Resumption was on the eve of accom- 
plishment, the Honest-money League of tbe 
Northwest, having its headquarters in Ohi- 
cago, thought fit to celebrate the great act 
and fact by a public meeting. Who was so 
fit to voice the history of the past, the fed- 
ings of the present, and the hopes of the 
future as James A. Garfield ? He knew all 
the history, bad passed through every stage 
of the long debate from 1863 to 1879, and, 
more than all, bad been loyal to the honeit- 
money flag in every contest He was in* 
vited to deliver the address in tbe presenoa 
of the citizens of Chicago and the North- 
west. He accepted the invitation, and re- 
deemed his promise in ^* Suspension and 
Resumption of Specie Payments," delivered 
January 2, 1879. He began : 

The Resumption of Specie Payments dotei 
the most memorable epoch in our hiatoiy ainoe the 
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birtii of the ITi^ozi. Eighteen hundred and sixty- 
«iie tnd eighteen hundred and serenty-nine are 
the opposite shores of that turbulent sea, whose 
Btofins so seriously threatened with shipwreck 
tht prosperity, the honor, and the life of the 
Xatioo. But the horrors and dangers of the 
middle passage have at last been mastered ; and 
oat of the night and tempest the Republic has 
IiDded.on the shore of this new year, bringing 
with it onion and liberty, honor and peace. 

He then pointed oat how our financial 

history for eighteen years had been a part of 

oar war historj, and raised the question^ 

"Wni car great sovereign, the people of all 

these States, make the decree irreversible ? 

Will resamption be maintained? " Largely 

his address was an affirmative answer to this 

question. It calls for no summary here. The 

ipeeoh was worthy of the occasion, of the 

orator, and of Besomption itself. This is 

his eloquent close : 

Reviewing the whole period, we have the 
right to say that the wisdom of our institutions 
has been vindicated, and our confidence in their 
stabiUty has been strengthened. Legislation has 
been directed more and more to the enlargement 
of private rights and the promotion of the in- 
terests of labor. It has been deroted not to the 
gloiy of a dynasty, but to the welfare of a people. 
Slavery, with the aristocracy of caste which it 
engendered, and the d^radation of labor which 
H produced, has disappeared. Without undue 
exultation we may declare that the bells of the 
new year 

** Btaif oat a slowly dying caaf>e, 
And aodent forms of partj itrife ; 
Blng in tha nobler modee of life. 
With Bweeter mannan, porer lawi." 

We have learned the great lesson, applicable alike 
to nations and to men : 

*'8«lf-laiowledge, Balf-reyerenoe, •e]f.^»TitroI— 
Tbesa three elone leed on to soyereign power." 

Bat there was a farce following this grand 
financial drama that may be presented here, 
as presented on the Washington theatre. 
Mr. Ewiog^s bill to repeal the Resumption 
Act passed the House, November 22, 1877. 
It oame back to the House, with important 
amendments, Jane, 1878. The attempt to 
•ospend the rales, to concur in the Senate 
Amendments, and pass the bill — a motion 
that reqnires a two-thirds vote — failed, one 
hundred and forty to one hnndred and 
tw^ve. Febraary 22, 1879, nearly two 



months after Resamption bad been accom- 
plished, Mr. Ewing made another attempt 
to carry his favorite measure. After a 
running discussion of some hours, it wa2> 
buried under a motion to lay it on the 
table, carried by a vote of one hundred and 
forty-one to one hundred and ten. This 
vote showed bow little sense Mr. Ewing 
had of the temper of the House, and also 
how great a change had come over Con- 
gress since Jane preceding. Some long and 
solemn orations were made on the sepulture 
of this fondly loved child. Mr. Garfield 
contributed to the obsequies a short jocular 
speech, in which he spoke of the bill as a 
'* belated ghost," wandering back into these 
halls, revisiting the " glimpses of the moon,** 
and awaking the old familiar echoes. 

With one other form of financial folly, 
this long record of financial discussion and 
legislation will close. 

Mr. Bland of Missouri brought forward 
his celebrated bill to authorize the coinage 
of the standard silver dollar, and to restore 
its legal-tender character, at the special ses- 
sion of the Forty -fifth Congress. As it 
passed the House, it authorized an unlimited 
coinage of the 412^grain silver dollars. 
The Senate limited the coinage to four mil- 
lion dollars a month. The House con- 
curred, the bill passed both Houses, and was 
vetoed by the President, February 28, 1878. 
The Houses promptly passed it over the 
veto, and it became a law. Small oppor- 
tunity was given in the House to debate 
this bill at any stage. Mr. Garfield had care- 
fully matured opinions upon the subject. 
He believed in bi-metallisra. He believed 
that both silver and gold lejral-tender coin 
were essential to the stability of the cur- 
rency. But he had no faith in the coinage 
of the 412i-grain dollars, either in limited 
or unlimited quantities, for the simple rea- 
son that that amount of silver was not worth 
a dollar. Silver, owing to a variety of 
causes, had greatly declined in value since 
1873 ; and there was no reason to suppose 
that it would soon, or greatly, appreciate— 
at least, not unless its general remonctiza- 
tion by the gold nations could bo brought 
about. He saw that an inferior dollar of 
any kind could not fail to be a disturbing 
element in the currency. He thought the 
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Senate' amendments were wise if the old dol- to levy duties and to control commerce, are 
lar was to be recolned at all, and according- wholly distinct ; that the great mistake had 
1 7 voted for them. But the Bland bill he been made of attempting, through the taxing 
voted against in all its stages. He prepared power, to regulate commerce and protect 
an elaborate speech on the bill, but had no manufactures ; that the power of taxation 
opportunity to deliver it. His protest was conferred by the Constitution had no refer- 
condensed into three minutes, granted him ence to protecting industry. In short, all 
by Mr. Stephens. It stands in ** The Rec- protection of domestic industry through 
ord" for February 28, 1878, as follows: the distribution of taxation was tincon- 
Mr. Speaker, every man who is opposed to stit^tional. This was Mr. Tucker's first 
the use of silver coin as a part of the kwful PO^^t. ^ Mr. Garfield began with express- 
currency of the country, I disagree with. Every ^°g ^^^ admiration of th« courage that 
man who is opposed to the actual legal use of brought Mr. Tucker into point-blank range 
both metals, I disagree with. Every man who is of the terrible artillery of James Mad- 
in favor of any bill that will drive one of these ison, one of the fathers of the Constitution, 
metalfl out of circulation and give us only the more than a hundred pages of whose col- 
other as money, with him I disagree. It is a lected works are devoted to an elaborate 
matter of deep regret to me that on this greatest and exhaustive discussion of the very objeo- 
financial measure which has come before Con- tions that Mr. Tucker had urged. TTien fol- 
gress for many, years, we have come down at last lowed those inevitable quotations from high 
to the turbulent scenes of this single hour, not authority with which Mr. Garfield has so 
of deUberation, but of experience meeting, with- ^^^j^ overwhelmed his antagonists. Passing 
out debate or opportunity for amendment. ^^^^ ^|,^ Constitutional question, he went 
The amendments which have come from the ^^ ^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^1^ ^^^^^ ^^ 

Semite are wise so far as they go, and I shall ^^n.^^^^ conclusions that he has main- 

vote for them alL If any man could convmce ^ . , . , . ^ . ^ ti. t.^ 

^u ^ -.1. u-n .^ ^ j> ij u_s xu tamed smce his entry mto public life, 

me that the bill as It now stands would bring the _, _ ./.,,., 

sUver and gold dollars to a substantial equality, ,^f ^ ^,,^*^ "^^f^ chronological order, 

I would not only vote for it with aU my heart, ^ ^^^^'^ ^^' Garfield's Tariff record to its 

but I would vote agaiust the Senate amendments ^'l^^s^' February 26, 1879, he discussed i 

which forbid free coimige. I would endow the the House the "Sugar Tariff," in a speech© 

two dollars with equality, and make the coinage the House bill to regulate the duties on 

free. But no adequate discussion is allowed, and sngar. This is a special and not a general 

we are permitted no opportunity so to amend the Tariff speech. The doctrine of Protection 

bill as to secure that equality, was not directly involved. The main ques- 

Believing, as I do-— and I shall rejoice if the tion was, How shall the duties on imported 

future proves me mistaken — believing, as I do, sagar be regulated ? It was a subject that 

that this bill will not bring the two metals called rather for expert knowledge than for 

to equality, nor keep them there; that it will general Tariff doctrines. His latest utterances 

briugno relief to the suffering and distress which on the Tariff are found in the speech " Pnlp 

now afflict the country; that it will seriously in- ^nd Paper," May 1, 1880, and a report on 

jure the public credit, and thereby injure every a Hoop, Band, and Scroll Iron," presented by 

citizen, I shall vote to lay the bill on the table. ^^^ minority of the Committee of Ways and 

In the month of June, 1878, culminated Means, May 11, 1880. 
the attempt to shift the Tariff laws from In this Congress came the speeches, " lin- 

Protective to Free Trade grounds. This coin and Emancipation," "Joseph Henry," 

culmination came in what is known as the and " Relations of the National Goyemment 

" Wood bill." Hon. J. R. Tucker of Vir- to Science." They are all of a class, and of a 

ginia made a very able speech in support of degree of excellence, that few politicians are 

this measure. A few days later, June 4, capable of making. They come only firom a 

1878, Mr. Garfield replied in a speech on cultivated mind and a great heart. 
" The Tariff" that is the ablest of all his One further group of facts will complete 

speeches on this subject. Mr. Tucker held this section, 
tliat the two powers conferred by Congress, President Hayes had not been long in his 
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seat before partisan politics began again to 
appear. The policy of the President did not 
m&sfj the extreme men of the Sonth. The 
Looidana aathorities began prosecutions 
«gainst the members of the Betnrning Board 
of 1876. This was in direct contrayention 
of the understanding arrived at in the spring 
d 1877. The Democratio party all over the 
eoootry raised the cry of ** fraud " against the 
Presidential election itself. The antecedents 
of the party, and its present temper, went to 
ihow that it was ready for almost any reckless 
Tonture. Withal, Republicans were deeply 
dissatisfied. Those at the South complained 
that they had been abandoned. Mauy at 
the North joined in this feeliug. Besides, 
the President's administration of the civil 
wrvice produced much dissatisfaction ; a 
large number of Republicans felt that the 
President held himself aloof from his party; 
and there was no small danger of a split in 
the party ranks. Some of the more radical 
Republicans were ready, as respected the 
President's relations to the party, to go to 
extremes. Now it was that General Gar- 
field^s great qualities as a party leader shone 
forth with more luster than ever before. He 
defended the settlement of afifoirs that had 
been made in the Southern States. He was 
more than willing to support a real reform 
in the civil service. He did not doubt the 
purity and sincerity of the President's pur- 
poses. He greatly deprecated any division, 
in fact or in spirit, within the party. He 
eonnaeled moderation. Fearing .that an ex- 
ploaon might occur, he dissuaded against the 
holding of a party caucus. Seeing, finally, 
that the time for him to speak had come, 
February 19, 1878, he made his speech, 
"The Policy of Pacification, and the Prose- 
cutions in Louisiana." In this speech he 
went oyer the subject in a manner well calcu- 
lated to conciliate reasonable men, yet with- 
out disguising any of his own convictions. 
fie said there were three stages between 
war and peace: first, the war stage, the 
period of military force, that closed, in our 
case, in the spring of 1865; second, the 
semi-military stage, presenting a mingling of 
civil and military elements, reaching to the 
dose of President Grant's second term; 
third, the era of peace methods pure and 
simple, beginning with Mr. Hayes's adminis- 



tration. He pointed out once more the dis- 
tinction between loyalty and treason ; dep- 
recated the manner in which the Sonth 
had received the olive branches of peace 
held out to them ; asserted that the mass of 
Republicans had supported the President so 
far as they " had reason to believe that re- 
ciprocity of feeling and conduct would fol- 
low his efforts"; spoke with deserved se- 
verity of the Louisiana prosecutions; and 
warned the Democratic extremists against 
walking farther in the path in which they 
had started. Fortunately for the Republi- 
can party, and for the success of his effort 
at harmony, the Democrats came to the 
rescue. If they had had the requisite wis- 
dom and moderation, it is more than proba- 
ble that a split in the Republican ranks 
would have taken place. Fortunately for 
the Republicans, disastrously for themselves, 
they chose to follow the suggestions of vio- 
lence and recklessness. The Potter investi- 
gation was launched, its purpose being to 
unsettle Mr. Hayeses title to the Presidential 
ofiice. Later came the assaults upon the 
army and the election laws. The Republi- 
can ranks closed up to resist this common 
foe. Thus the way was made ready for the 
victories on the civic fields of 1878 and 1879. 
So the Repnblican army was pat on an ex- 
cellent footing for the great campaign of 
1880. To no one is that army more in- 
debted for this favorable turn in its affairs, 
than to its present standard-bearer. 

vin. 
Forty-sixth Congress, 1879-'81. 

No Congress for many years has been 
more excited and troubled than the Forty- 
sixth. In no other has General Garfield 
risen to such a commanding influence, both 
in the House and before the country. To 
set forth the nature and extent of his activ- 
ity and influence, it will be necessary to 
deal with all the exciting questions that have 
arisen since the winter of 1878-'79. 

At the last session of the Forty-fifth Con- 
gress, two of tlie twelve great appropriation 
bills failed to become laws, viz., the Army 
bill and the Legislative, Executive, and Ju- 
dicial bill, together disposing of about forty- 
five million dollars. The cause of this fail- 
ure must be explained. 
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The HoQse of Hepresentatives, in which 
the Democrats had a decided mcjority, in- 
sisted that three measures of distinct and 
independent legislation should be incorpo- 
rated in the bills : the material modification 
of the laws relating to the use of the army ; 
the repeal of the Juror's Test Oath ; and the 
repeal of the laws regulating the elections 
of members of Congress. The Senate, in 
which the Republicans had a small majority, 
refused to incorporate these measures in the 
two bills. The closing hours of the session 
saw the two Houses at a deadlock. The 
Republicans made advances in the direction 
of a compromise, but only to be repelled. 
It was well known that the President, as 
well as the Senate, was opposed to the three 
mecsures, but then the Democratic House 
would have its way. The conference com- 
mittees reported that all matters of detail 
could be adjusted, but that on these three 
points no agreement could be reached. The 
Democratic conferrees on the part of the 
House were determined, to quote the lan- 
guage of Senator Beck of Kentucky, " that, 
unless these rights were secured to the peo- 
ple in the bill sent to the Senate, they would 
refuse, under their constitutional right, to 
make appropriations to carry on the Govern- 
ment, if the dominant msgority in the Senate 
insisted upon the maintenance of those laws, 
and reftised to consent to their repeal." 
This Senator went further, and declared : 

If, however, the President of the United 
States, in the exercise of the power vested in him, 
Bhould see fit to veto the bills thus presented to 
him, . . . then I have no doubt those same amend- 
ments wUl be again made part of the appropria- 
tion bills, and it will be for the President to de- 
termine whether he will block the wheels of gov- 
ernment, and refuse to accept necessary appropri- 
ations, rather than allow the representatives of 
the people to repeal the odious laws which they 
regard as subversive of their rights and privi- 
leges. . . . Whether that course is right or 
wrong, it will be adopted, and I have no doubt 
adhered to, no matter what happens with the ap- 
propriation bills. 

The Democrats sought to base their re- 
fusal to vote the appropriations until their 
demands were complied with on high con- 
stitutional and historical ground. Said Sen- 
ator Thurm an: 



We claim the right, which the House of 
Commons in England established after two cen- 
turies of contest, to say that we will not grant 
the money of the people unless there is a redress 
of grievances. 

Neither the Senate nor the House would 
yield, and so the Forty-fifth Congress ad- 
journed, leaving forty-five million dollars 
needed to carry on the Government unap- 
propriated. 

The inside history of this Democratic 
movement has never been divulged. It has 
been conjectured, however, and many indi- 
cations seem to point to the conclusion, that 
it was in the interest of a certain Demo- 
cratic aspirant for the Presidency. Since 
the spring of 1877, the charge of- "fraud" 
had been the Democratic battle-cry. This 
cry did not rally the hosts so much to the 
Democratic standard as to the standard of 
Mr. S. J. Tilden. It was thought, according 
to the theory under consideration, that a 
change in the battie-cry might infhse fresh 
courage into the Democratic hosts, and also 
rally them to the standard of a difiTerent 
party leader. Hence Senator Thurman^s 
attempt to convince the Democracy and 
the country that to starve the army and 
other branches of the public service, unless 
certain measures of substantive and inde- 
pendent legislation should be incorporated 
into the appropriation bills, came under the 
famous English principle established after 
two centuries of contest: The House of 
Commons will not vote the money of the 
people unless the grievances of the people 
are redressed. But, whatever may have 
been the party or personal reasons that gov- 
erned the Democrats in Congress, the position 
that the party took was extreme, unprece- 
dented in our history, and one that it was 
ultimately compelled to abandon. So an ex- 
tra session of Congress became necessary I 
This began March 18, 1879, and was the 
first session of the Forty-sixth Congress. 
The President sent to the Houses a short 
message, stating the reason why he had 
called them together — ^the £Bdlure at theregu* 
lar session to provide for the Army and the 
Legislative, Judicial, and Executive Depart- 
ments of the Government for the fiscal year 
be^nning July 1, 1879. The Democrats now 
controlled the Senate as well as the House; 
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and they were confident of their ability to 
pan the bills in sach shape as should sait 
them, and to compel the President, by with- 
holding the appropriations if he would not 
otherwise yield, to sign them. March 27th 
an Army bill was reported in the Ilouse. 
This bill did not contain the clauses pertain- 
ing to the reorganization of the army found 
hi the House bill of the previous session, but 
it did contain these objectionable features : 

SicnoN 6. That section 2002 of the Reyiscd 
Statutes be amended so as to read as follows : 
"No military or nayal officer, or other person en- 
giged in the dyil, military, or naval senrice of the 
United States, shall order, bring, keep, or have 
snder his authority or control, any troops or 
armed men at the place where any general or 
ipecial election is held in any State, unless it be 
neeeasaiy to repel the armed enemies of the Unit- 
ed States " ; and that section 6528 of the Revised 
Statatea be amended so as to read as follows : 
** Every officer of the army or navy, or other person 
in the civil, military, or naval service of the Unit- 
ed States, who orders, brings, keeps, or has under 
his authority or control, any troops or armed 
msn at any place where a general or special elec- 
tion Is held in any State, unless such force be 
Beeessary to repel armed enemies of the United 
States, shall be fined not more than $6,000, and 
snffer imprisonment at hard labor not less than 
three months nor more than five years." 

The history of the stmggle on this bill 
need not be followed point by point. It was 
tibe manifest purpose of the Democrats to 
wage an offensive war. Their purpose was 
to raiae the cry of " Troops at the Polls," as 
for two years they had cried '* Fraud in the 
Election," and to throw the Hepublioans on 
the defensive. There was a two days' debate 
on a point of order ; this was decided against 
the Bepnblicans, and then the battle began. 
Mr. Garfield had made thorough prepara- 
tion to apeak, but, not expecting the point 
of order to be disposed of that day, he 
went np to the Capitol, March 29th, leaving 
his notes at his house. When the point of 
order was decided, he suddenly changed his 
purpose and the whole line of battle as well. 
He got the fioor and delivered his speech, 
"BeTolntion in Congress," which, as re- 
spects its effects, was the most powerful 
speech that he has ever made. He began 
with referring to the gravity and solemnity 



of the crisis, stated fully the questions at is- 
sue, and then plunged into his argument. 
He said : 

The question, Mr. Chairman, may be asked. 
Why make any special resistance to the clauses of 
legislation in this bill, which a good many gentle- 
men on this side declared at the last session they 
cared but little about, and regarded as of very 
little practical importance, because for years 
there bad been no actual use for any part of 
these, laws, and they had no expectation there 
would be any ? It may be asked, Why make any 
controversy on either side ? So far as we are 
concerned, Mr. Chairman, I desire to say this : Wo 
recognize the other side as accomplished parlia- 
mentarians and strategists, who have adopted 
with skill and adroitness their plan of assault. 
Tou have placed in the front one of the least ob- 
jectionable of your measures; bat your whole 
programme has been announced, and we reply to 
your whole order of battle. The logic of your 
position compels us to meet you as promptly on 
the skirmish line as afterward when our intrench- 
ments arc assailed ; and therefore, at the outset, 
we plant our case upon the general ground upon 
which wc have chosen to defend it. 

He spoke of the distribution of the pow- 
ers of government under our system : ** first, 
to the Nation ; second, to the States ; and 
third, the reservation of power to the people 
themselves." Ho pointed out how, if any 
one of these should fail to exercise its vol- 
untary powers, the whole system would fall 
Id to ruins. He said : 

Mr. Chairman, viewed from the standpoint of 
a foreigner, our Government may be said to be 
the feeblest on the earth. From our standpoint, 
and with our experience, it is the mightiest. But 
why would a foreigner call it the feeblest ? He 
can point out a half dozen ways in which it can 
be destroyed without violence. Of course, all 
governments may be overturned by the sword ; 
but there are several ways in which our Govern- 
ment may be annihilated without the firing of a 
gun. 

For example, suppose the people of the United 
States should say. We will elect no Representa- 
tives to Congress. Of course, this is a violent 
supposition; but suppose that they do not: is 
there any remedy ? Does our Constitution pro- 
vide any remedy whatever ? In two years there 
would be no House of Representatives ; of course, 
no support of the Government, and no Govern- 
ment. Suppose, again, tho States should say, 
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through their Legislatures, We will elect no Sen- 
ators. Such abstention alone would absolutely 
destroy this Government; and our system pro- 
vides no process of compulsion to prevent it. 

Again, suppose the two Houses were assembled 
in their usual order, and a majority of one in this 
body or in the Senate should firmly band them- 
selves together and say, We will vote to adjourn 
the moment the hour of meeting arrives, and con- 
tinue so to vote at every session during our two 
years of existence. The Government would per- 
ish, and there is no provision of the Constitution 
to prevent it. Or, again, if a majority of one of 
either body should declare that they would vote 
down, and did vote down, every bill to support 
the Government by appropriations, can you find 
in the whole range of our judicial or our execu- 
tive authority any remedy whatever ? A Senator 
or a member of this House is free, and may vote 
" no " on every proposition. Nothing but his 
oath and his honor restrains him. Not so with 
executive and judicial officers. They have no 
power to destroy this Government. Let them 
travel an inch beyond the line of the law, and 
they fall within the power of impeachment. But 
against the people who create Representatives, 
against the Legislatures who create Senators, 
against Senators and Representatives in these 
halls, there is no power of impeachment There 
is no remedy if, by abstention or by adverse 
votes, they refuse to support the Government 

He then argued the proposition that free 
consent is the basis of our laws : 

Our theory of law is free consent. That is 
the granite foundation of our whole superstruc- 
ture. Nothing in the Republic can bo law with- 
out consent — the free consent of the House ; the 
free consent of the Senate ; the free consent of 
the Executive, or, if he refuse it, the free consent 
of two thirds of these bodies. Will any man 
deny that ? Will any man challenge a line of the 
statement that free consent is the foundation rock 
of all our institutions ? And yet the programme 
announced two weeks ago was that, if the Senate 
refused to consent to the demand of the House, 
the Government should stop. And the proposi- 
tion was then, and the programme is now, that, 
although there is not a Senate to be coerced, 
there is still a third independent branch in the 
legislative power of the Government whose con- 
sent is to be coerced at the peril of the destruc- 
tion of this Government ; that is, if the Presi- 
dent, in the discharge of his duty, shall exercise 
his plain constitutional right to refuse his consent 



to this proposed legislation, the Congress will so 
use its voluntary powers as to destroy the Govem- 
ment This is the proposition which we con&ont ; 
and we denounce it as revolution. 

It makes no difference, Mr. Ch^drman, what 
the issue is. If it were the simplest and most 
inoffensive proposition in the world, yet if you 
demand, as a matter of coerdon, that it shall bo 
adopted against the free consent prescribed in 
the Constitution, every fair-minded man in Amer- 
ica is boimd to resist you as much as though his 
own life depended upon his resistance. 

Let it be understood that I am not arguing 
the merits of any one of the three amendments. 
I am discussing the proposed method of legisla- 
tion ; and I declare that it is against the Consti- 
tution of our country. It is revolutionary to the 
core, and is destructive of the fundamental ele- 
ment of American liberty — ^the free consent of 
all the powers that unite to make laws. 

In opening this debate, I challenge all comers 
to show a single instance in our history where 
this consent has been coerced. This is the great, 
the paramount issue, which dwarfs all others into 
insignificance. 

Thus it will be seen that his great point 
was the method of Ugislatum, He object- 
ed to a political party's carrying their party 
measures by forcing " riders " on appropria- 
tion bills, and refusing to consent to their 
remova], no matter how obnoxious to the 
Executive, even if the wants of the Govern- 
ment were not provided for. Ue went on 
to show that the laws to be repealed had 
a Democratic and not a Republican origin. 
He denounced the Democratic movement as 
a *^New Rebellion," and said that it difiTered 
from the old one only in this : The first pro- 
posed to shoot^ the second to starve^ the Gov- 
erment to death I 

This speech carried away the Republican 
side of the House, electrified the country, 
and compelled the Democrats to accept 
battle on ground that thej had not chosen. 
Instead of attacking the Republicans with 
the legend "No Troops at the Polls" in- 
scribed on their banners, they were now 
called on to repel the Republicans who 
were attacking them with the charge of 
" Revolution." Nearly every Democrat who 
spoke in the debate felt called upon to an- 
swer Garfield ; and, without one exception, 
they misstated his position. So, when he 
again obtained the floor, April 4th, he pro- 
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ceeded to set them right, and to state his 
point with more power than hefore : 

Mr. Chainnan: During the last four days, 
tame fifteen or twenty gentlemen have paid their 
spedal attention to the argument I made last 
Saturday, and have announced its complete de- 
molition. Now that the general debate has 
dosed, I will notice the principal points of at- 
tack by which this work of destruction has been 
teoomplished. 

In the first place, every man, save one, who 
has replied to me, has alleged that I held it was 
revolutionary to place this general legislation 
apon an appropriation bilL One gentleman 
went so far as to fill a page of the " Record '^ 
with citations from the *' Congressional Globe ** 
Rod the ** Congressional Record,'' to show that 
for many years riders had been placed upon ap- 
propriation bills. If gentlemen find any plea- 
sure in setting up a man of straw and knocking 
it down again, they have enjoyed themselves. 

I never claimed that it was either revolution- 
ary or unconstitutional for this House to put a 
rider on an appropriation bill. No man on this 
side of the House has claimed that. The most 
that has been said is that it is considered a bad 
parliamentary practice; and all parties in this 
coontiy have said that repeatedly. 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Black- 
bnm] evidently thought he was making a telling 
point against me when he cited the fact that, in 
1872^ I insisted upon the adoption of a confer- 
enoe report on an appropriation bill that had 
a rider on it; and he alleged that I said it was 
revolntionary for his party to resist it. Let me 
refresh his meraor j. I said then, and I say now, 
that it was revolutionary for the minority party 
to refuse to let the appropriation bill be voted 
on. For four days they said we should not vote 
at an on the Sundry Civil Appropriation Bill bc- 
canse there was a rider on it, put there, not by 
the House, but by the Senate. 

I was sorry the rider was put on, and moved 
to non-concur in the amendments when they came 
to the House. But when the minority on this 
floor said that we should not act upon the bill at 
all, because the rider was put upon it, I said, and 
now say, it was unjustifiable parliamentary ob- 
struction. We do not filibuster. We do not 
stmgi^ to prevent a vote on this bill. I will 
be loyal to the House of which I am a member, 
and maintain now, as I did then, the right of the 
majority to bring an appropriation bill to a vote. 

Ton have a right— however unwise and inde- 
cent it may be as a matter of parliamentary 
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practice — ^you have a perfect right to put this 
rider on this bill and pass it. When you send 
it to the Senate, that body has a perfect right to 
pass it It is your constitutional right and theirs 
to pass it ; for the free consent of each body is 
the basis of the law-making power. 

When it goes to the President of the United 
States, it is his constitutional right to approve 
it ; and if he does, it will then be a law, which 
you and I must obey. But it is equally his con- 
stitutional right to disapprove it ; and should he 
do so, then, gentlemen, unless two thirds of this 
body and two thirds of the Senate pass it, not- 
withstanding the objections of the President, it 
is not only not your right to make it a law, but 
it will be the fiattest violation of the Constitu- 
tion, the sheerest usurpation of power, to attempt 
to make it a law in any other way. Without 
these conditions we can not make it a law. 

What, then, is the proposition you have 
offered ? You say that there are certain odious 
laws that you want to take off the statute-book. 
I say, repeal them, if you can do so constitution- 
ally. But you declare that you will compel con- 
sent to your will by refusing the necessary sup- 
port^ — not to the President, not to any man, but 
to the Government itself. This proposition I 
denounce as revolution, and no man has re- 
sponded to the charge either by argument or 
denial. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, let me add a word in con- 
clusion, lest I may be misunderstood. I said last 
session, and I have said since, that if you want 
this whole statute concerning the use of the army 
at the polls torn from your books, I will help you 
to do it. If you will offer a naked proposition to 
repeal those two sections of the Revised Statutes 
named in the sixth section of this bill, I will vote 
with you. But you do not ask a repeal of those 
sections. Why ? They impose restrictions upon 
the use of the army, limiting its functions, and 
punishing its officers for any infraction of these 
limitations; but you seek to strike out a nega- 
tive clause, thereby making new and affirmative 
legislation of the most sweeping and dangerous 
character. 

Your proposed modification of the law affects 
not the army alone, but the whole civil power of 
the United States. " Civil officers " are included 
in these sections; and if the proposed amend- 
ment be adopted, you deny to every civil officer 
of the United States any power whatever to 
summon the armed posse to help him enforce 
the processes of the law. If you pass the sec- 
tion in that form, you impose rcstiictions upon 
the civil authorities of the United States never 
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before proposed in any Congress by any legislator 
since this Government began. I say, therefore, in 
the shape you propose this, it is much the worst 
of all your *' riders.^* In the beginning of this 
contest we understood that you desired only to 
get the army away from the polls. As that 
would still leave the civil officers full power to 
keep the peace at the polls, I thought it was 
the least important and the least dangerous of 
your demands ; but, as you have put it here, it is 
the most dangerous. If you reenact it in the 
shape presented, it becomes a later law than the 
Supervisors and Marshals Law, and pro (onto re> 
peals the latter. As it stands now in the statute- 
book, it is the earlier statute, and is pro tatUo 
itself repealed by the Marshals Law of 1871, and 
is, therefore, harmless so far as it relates to civil 
officers. But, if you put it in here, you deny the 
power of the Marshals of the United States to 
perform their duties whenever a riot may require 
the use of an armed posse. 

Though easily carrying the bill through 
the Houses, rider and all, the Democrats en- 
countered the President's veto. What is 
more, they encountered the opposition of 
the majority of the people. With great 
nnanimity the intelligence, sobriety, and 
conservatism of the country were aroused 
against them. In no long time they discov- 
ered that they had made a mistake ; that the 
people could not be rallied to the cry, " No 
Troops at the Polls " ; and that they must 
make their retreat in the best way they 
could. Their line of retreat need not be 
followed step by step. June 6th another 
bill, making appropriations for the army, 
was reported. This bill promptly passed 
and became a law. The objectionable fea- 
tures were omitted, but this clause was in- 
serted: 

That no money appropriated in this Act is 
appropriated or shall be paid for the subsistence, 
equipment, transportation, or compensation of 
any portion of the army of the United States to 
be used as a police force to keep the peace at 
the polls, at any election held within any State. 

Good lawyers said, however, that this 
stump speech inserted in the bill was of no 
force whatever; while Republican politi- 
cians said it was put in only to keep up ap- 
pearances. 

The bill for the Le^slative, Executive, 
and Judicial Departments of the Government 



has a similar history. After much delay and 
loud threatening, all the money required for 
these purposes was voted except $600,000 
needed to pay the Marshals. So of the $45,- 
000,000 that the Democrats never would vote 
unless there was a "redress of grievances,*^ 
only this small sum remained unappropria- 
ted at the close of the long campaign I From 
any point of view, the Democrats could not 
regard the struggle with other than painful 
feelings; while the Republicans congratu- 
lated themselves on having rendered the 
country a substantial service, and on having 
beaten their opponents in a political battle. 
No man in either House, on the Republican 
side, was so prominent in all stages of the 
conflict as Mr. Garfield. To no other man 
were the Republicans so much indebted for 
their victory. It must be admitted that his 
plan of campaign was a bold one, and might 
have been most disastrous. This he pointed 
out in his speech on the Legislative Bill, 
April 26th : 

Gentlemen : I took upon myself a very grave 
responsibility in the opening of this debate when 
I quoted the declarations of leading members on 
the other side, and said that the programme was 
revolution, and, if not abandoned, would result in 
the destruction of this Government. I declared 
that you had entered upon a scheme which, if per- 
sisted in, would starve the Government to death. 
I say that I took a great risk when I made this 
charge against you as a party. I put myself in 
your power, gentlemen. If I had misconceived 
your purposes and misrepresented your motives, 
it was in your power to prove me a false accuser. 
It was in your power to ruin me in the estimation 
of fair-minded, patriotic men by the utterance of 
one sentence. The humblest or the greatest of 
you could have overwhelmed me with shame and 
confusion in one short sentence. You could have 
said : " We wish to pass our measures of l^islation 
in reference to elections, juries, and the use of the 
army ; and we will, if we can do so constitution- 
ally ; but if we can not get these measures in ac- 
cordance with the Constitution, we will pass the 
appropriation bills like loyal representatives, and 
then go home and appeal to the people." 

If any man, speaking for the majority, had 
made that declaration, uttered that sentence, he 
would have ruined me in the estimation of fair- 
minded men, and set me down as a false accuser 
and slanderer. Forty-five of you have spoken ; 
forty-five of you have deluged the ear of this 
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couxttrj with debate ; but that sentence has not 
been spoken by any one of you. On the contrary, 
by your silence, as well as by your affirmation, 
yoa have made my accusation overwhelmingly 
true. 

And there I leave that controversy. The as- 
saults upon my speech have been, from the be- 
ginmng to the end, evasions of the issue. What 
have you aaid ? Not less than thirty of you, in 
spite of my plain and emphatic declarations to the 
contrary, have insisted that I said it was rcvolu- 
tkmary to put a rider on an appropriation bill, a 
thing that no man on this side of the House has 
said* Toa were guilty, gentlemen, of what Syd- 
ney &nith once called ** an indecent exposure of 
your inteUecta.** 

Mr. Garfield's speeches at this extra ses- 
sion, long and short, fill a pamphlet of fifty- 
foar pages. In no other equal period of time 
has he put forth an equal degree of mental 
power ; and in no other session of Congress 
has he exerted so great an infiuence. Besides 
those on the two bills, he made the follow- 
mg speeches: '* Defense of Union Soldiers 
of the Seceded States,^' ^^Besumption and 
the Corrency,'* "The New Silver Bill," 
"The Mississippi River an Object of Na- 
tional Care," "The Revived Doctrine of 
State Rights." 

As we have seen, the special session came 
to an end July Ist, without any provision 
being made for the payment of the United 
States marshals. From that day, which was 
the beginning of the new fiscal year, these 
officers were compelled not only to get on 
withont their own pay, but also to pay out 
of their own pockets all the expenses of 
their offices. This they did, in the hope that 
when Congress again sat the appropriation 
would be voted. The public business was 
mach deranged, and the marshals subjected 
to no small inconvenience and expense. 
When the business came up again, at the 
regular session, in the winter of 1879-^80, a 
leading Democrat and member of the Ap- 
propriations Committee declared that this 
$600,000 never would be voted until his 
partj had their way. The threat was idle. 
Democratic members of Congress, as a whole, 
saw that they had fought a losing battle 
from the beginning; so the whole amount 
was TOted, less $7,400 that properly belonged 
to certain marshals for services rendered at 



elections. This small remnant of the $45,- 
000,000 still stands to the account of griev- 
ances unredressed ! 

But Congress at this session hod to deal 
with another question : What shall be done 
for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1880 ? 
The answer can be quickly given. The 
Army appropriation was promptly voted ; so 
were the appropriations for the Legislative, 
Executive, and Judicial Departments of the 
Government, with this exception : no provi- 
sion whatever was made for the services of 
marshals at elections ; in all other respects 
the marshals were fully provided for. No- 
thing more need be said about these fiercely 
contested questions, except to define General 
Garfield's relations to the appointment of 
the marshals. Without following the crooks 
and turns of parliamentary practice, it may 
be said that, March 19th, ho avowed himself 
in favor of this proposition : 

That all appointments of said special deputy 
marshals having any duty to perform in respect 
to any election shall be made by the Judge of the 
Circuit Court of the United States for the district 
in which such marshals are to perform their 
duties, or by the District Judge in the absence 
of the Circuit Judge. 

The main point here involved was, 
whether these deputies should be appointed 
by the marshals, as the existing law said, or 
by the judges, as he proposed. He was will- 
ing at any time to vote for his proposition as 
an original measure, standing by itself; but 
ho declined to vote for it as a rider, and voted 
against it when it was insisted on as such. 
His proposition to vest the appointment of 
these marshals in the judges was opposed 
by the majority of his party in the House, 
and by all the Republican Senators save one. 
April 24th he defined his position in a brief 
speech, which is here given at length : 

Nothing is more unfortunate than the persis- 
tent determination of a majority of this House to 
tack " riders " upon appropriation bills, and thus 
take again the indefensible position of last ses- 
sion, that they will coerce another branch of the 
Government to approve of an independent mea- 
sure in order to save the Government supplies. 
There is no valid reason for not offering this 
amendment and passing it through both Houses 
as an independent bill. The majority have the 
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power to pass it, and, if it is made free from am- 
biguity, I have no doubt it would receive many 
votes on this side. But the majority have adopted 
a method to reach the result which is universally 
acknowledged to be bad, and which they know 
is especially offensive to the minority. On this 
ground we are unanimous on this side of the House 
in the opinion that this amendment ought not to 
be made to this bill. 

In short, to put this measure upon this bill is 
a challenge to an independent department of the 
Government — the Executive — to declare whether 
he will consent to be coerced in order to secure 
the necessary appropriations. It is a revival of 
the controversy of the last session that ended so 
disastrously to the majority. Experience ought 
to have taught them wisdom and led them to of- 
fer this measure by itself. 

I now ask attention to the merits of the propo- 
sition itself. If the point made by the gentle- 
man from Maine [Mr. Reed] be good, that the 
language of this amendment is such that its pro- 
visions can not be fairly and fully executed, his 
objection b fatal to the measure. In my judg- 
ment, however, the pending clause, by necessary 
implication, is a repeal of a part of one of the 
sections of the election laws, and hence must be 
incorporated with that section, and be construed 
and executed as a part of the whole body of the 
election laws ; and I think any court would be 
compelled to construe it as a part of these laws. 
Still, if there is a reasonable doubt on that ques- 
tion, it is a good reason why that doubt ought to 
be removed before the amendment becomes a 
law. 

Now, I call attention to the debate on another 
point. In all that has been said about it, I have 
noticed what appears to me an utter ignoring of 
one central fact in relation to the special deputy 
marshals created by the election law. They are 
a class of officers wholly unknown to the statutes 
of the United States, except as they appear in 
the election law. Marshals and deputy marshals 
have been known in our statutes since 1789, and 
their powers and duties have been carefully de- 
fined ; but the office of special deputy marshal 
never existed in this country until it was created, 
a^d its duties defined, in the sections of the elec- 
tion law of 1871. 

To show how completely this office has been 
confounded in the recent debate with that of 
deputy marshal, or general deputy marshal as it 
is called by way of distinction in the statutes, I 
call attention to section 2021, and the sections 
immediately following. The duty of the special 
deputy marshal is to attend all places of registra- 



tion and voting for members of Congress, and ** to 
aid and assist the supervisors of election in the 
verification of any list of persona who may have 
registered or voted.*' This is the primary and 
chief duty of special deputy marshals. They are 
really assistants of the supervisors, rather than 
[of] the marshals; and the fact that they are 
called special deputy marshals does not change 
the nature of their office or the character of their 
duties. 

It is true that in the next section (2022) these 
officers are made conservators of the peace ; but 
so are the supervisors of the elections and many 
other officers. But with this exception the 
special deputy marshals have none of the general 
executive powers which the law has confided to 
marshals and their general deputies. They have 
no authority by virtue of their appointment as 
special deputies to make arrests and summon the 
pone comilatus to put down violence at the elec- 
tion. This they can do only when the marshal, 
under his hand and seal in writing, specially em- 
powers them so to act, as provided in section 2024. 
But the general deputy marshals are required to 
exercise these powers by virtue of the office they 
hold as defined by the law. From this review of 
the statutes it will be seen that the chief duty of 
the special deputy marshals b to accompany and 
assist the supervisors of the election in the dis- 
charge of their quasi judicial duties ; that is, in 
scrutinizing and verifying the registration and 
election, and detecting any fraud, or attempted 
fraud. 

Let me follow this subject a step further. The 
supervisor can not leave lib post at the ballot-box 
to follow John Doe and learn whether he has reg- 
istered or voted under a false name ; and, there- 
fore, this section of the statute (2021) gives the 
supervisor an assistant, known as a special deputy 
marshal, who goes out and verifies John Doe, and 
reports the result of hb investigation to the su- 
pervbor. As this is their chief function, it b 
clear that the special deputy marshab, in their 
essential character, are assistant supervbors, and 
their duties partake of the judicial character of 
those of their chief. 

Under the law as it now stands, the supervi- 
sors themselves are appointed by the courts, and 
fVom the difTerent political parties. Now, can 
any valid reason be given on the merits of the 
case why their assistants, whose first and chief 
duty is to aid them in the discharge of their gttasi 
judicial duties, should not also be appointed by 
the court, as they themselves are appointed, with- 
out regard to political affiliation ? The argument 
that these officers should not be appointed by the 
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court because they are under the orders of the 
marshal, falls to the ground when the plain fact 
is known that they serve the supervisor rather 
thin the marshaL But we are told that if the 
ipedal deputies should be appointed from different 
pditical partiea there would be no unity of action 
tmong them in the execution of the law. I am 
not willing to confess, for I do not believe it to be 
tme, that this country is so far gone into debase- 
ment and anarchy that the fair-minded people in 
any Democratic township or ward can truthfully 
Bay, ''There is no Republican in this precinct 
who can be trusted to aid in executing the elec- 
tion law," or that they will in any Republican 
community say, *' There is no Democrat in all the 
borders of this district whom we can trust to help 
carry out a fair election law." When I am com- 
pelled to believe this, I shall say that my country 
is no longer capable of self-government, is no 
knger worthy of freedom. 

Our laws provide for summoning the posse 
ecmUahu as the extreme civil remedy for sup- 
pressing disorder and keeping the peace. What 
is the po99e eomUaUu but the whole body of by- 
standers — ^men of all political parties? The 
theoiy of our Government is that in the last civil 
lesort we summon all men, without distinction of 
party, to act as conservators of the peace. If the 
bystanders, without distinction of party, can be 
trusted to perform this important duty, surely we 
can trust such as the court, on its high responsi- 
bility, shall appoint to aid in securing a fair elec- 
tion. It ought constantly to be remembered that 
no one of these special deputy marshals has any 
power to put down a riot at the polls, unless the 
marshal, under his hand and seal, in writing, shall 
spedally empower such special deputy to do that 
thing; and let it also be remembered that this 
amendment in no way interferes with the power 
of the marshal to appoint as many general deputy 
marshals as may be needed to suppress disorder. 

I hfype I am not altogether a dreamer, forget- 
ful of practical necessities, but I have never 
been able to see why this measure can not be ex- 
eented fully, thoroughly, and justly, provided its 
Unguage makes it a part of the election law. 
Hy friend from Maine [Mr. Reed] has raised 
some doubt on that point, and in so far as that 
doubt is justified, it is a fair argument against the 
clausa But we should look beyond the mere 
word of the amendment to the objects of national 
good it may be made to accomplish. I care 'but 
little for it as a mere settlement of a present 
party controversy. 

No tboiq^tful man can fail to sec great dan- 
ger in a dose and bitterly contested national elec- 



tion. In common with my party associates, I be- 
lieve that these election laws are great and benefi- 
cent safeguards to the fair and free expression 
of the national will. Now, if the adoption of a 
measure like this will harness the two great politi- 
cal parties to these election laws, by the bonds 
of common consent and mutual cooperation for 
their enforcement, it will be a benefit that will 
far outweigh any slight advantage that can be 
gained by retaining wholly within our party the 
appointment of a few officers to aid the supervisors. 
I believe this measure will not weaken but will 
strengthen the authority of the election laws, and 
will remove from them the only reasonable ground 
of complaint that the other side have made against 
them. 

I resist the amendment only because it is a 
rider which should not be a part of the Appro- 
priation bill ; but as a measure by itself, clearly 
and plainly drawn, I will cordially support it. I 
agree that ours is a party Government, and I be- 
lieve in parties, especially my own ; but when we 
come to the ballot-box, where citizens of all par- 
ties meet to enjoy the highest rights of freemen, 
all parties should unite in enforcing these just 
and necessary laws, designed to secure free, fair, 
and peaceable national elections throughout the 
Union. 

I now withdraw my formal amendment. 

While the bill to pay the marshals for the 
year ending June 80, 1880, was pending in the 
Ilonse, Mr. Garfield mode a vigorous speech, 
March 17th, that he published with the 
title, " Obedience to the Law the ForemoBt 
Duty of Congress." It has since been re- 
published, with the title, " The New NuUifi- 
cation." May 1, 1880, he made a personal 
explanation in the House, defending himself 
against the charge that he, by his action 
in the Committee of Ways and Means, was 
responsible for the continued high price of 
paper, caused by the wood-pulp monoply. 

The history of this Congress need not be 
given at more length. But it was in the reg- 
ular session, beginning the first Monday of 
December, 1879, that General Garfield took 
two long strides in the path of public prefer- 
ment. The Ohio Legislature, elected the pre- 
vious October, had to choose a Senator to 
succeed Mr. Thurman. So far as the Repub- 
licans of the State were concerned, the ques- 
tion of the succession did not formally enter 
into the canvass. At the same time, there 
was a general expectation that, in case they 
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were successful, Mr. Garfield would be a lead- 
ing, if not the leading, Senatorial candidate. 
When the election had passed and the Re- 
publicans found that they had carried both 
Houses by decided mfgorities, this popular 
expectation began to solidify into a set- 
tled party purpose. Other candidates were 
spoken of from time to time, but it was 
clear to the discerniug that, if the people 
had their way, Garfield would be Senator. 
The popular mind declared itself so strongly 
that members of the Legblature began to 
feel that they had no moral choice left them, 
even if they had other preferences, which 
most of them had not. No sooner had the 
Senators and the Representatives come to- 
gether than all saw that it was a Garfield 
Legislature. All the various candidates that 
had been talked about in the newspapers 
soon discovered that they had no real follow- 
ing, and accordingly withdrew from the con- 
test. Garfield was nominated by acclama- 
tion in the party caucus. And the very first 
day that it could be done under the law, he 
was elected Senator for the term beginning 
March 4, 1881, by the unanimous vote of 
his party. His relations to the canvass and 
to the election were consistent with the me- 
thod and spirit of his whole public life. In 
commenting last winter on his election and 
what led to it, the author of this Text-Book 
used the following language : 

He has commanded sncccss. Hia ability, 
knowledge, mastery of questions, generosity of 
nature, deTotion to the public good, and honesty 
of purpose, have done the work. He has never 
had a political '* machine." He has never forgot- 
ten the day of small things. He has never made 
persona] enemies. It is difficult to see how a 
political triumph could be more complete or more 
gratifying than his election to the Senate. No 
bargains, no " slate," no " grocery " at Columbus. 
He did not even go to the Capital City. Such 
things are inspiring to those who think politics 
in a bad way. He is a man of positive convictions, 
freely uttered. Politically, he may be called a 
" man of war " ; and yet few men, or none, be- 
grudge him his triumph. Democrats vied with 
Republicans the other day in Washington in 
snowing him under with congratulations ; some 
of them were as anxious for his election as any 
Republican could be. It is sai^ that he will go 
to the Senate without an enemy on either side 
of the chamber. These things are honorable to 



all parties. They show that manhood is more 
than party. 

The second stride was his nomination for 
the Presidency at Chicago. Only a rapid 
sketch of this nomination is called for here. 

He went to the Republican National 
Convention as a delegate at large from his 
State. In a published letter, he had already 
declared himself in favor of Ohio's present- 
ing to the Convention Secretary Sherman 
as her choice for the Presidency. He went 
as a Sherman delegate. His history as a 
member of the Convention need not be 
here given point by point. His service as 
a member of the Committee on Rules; 
his prompt and efficient participation at 
each decisive point in the deliberations ; his 
growing power with the Convention and 
with the whole audience, evinced by the 
manner in which he was received day by 
day; his steady loyalty to Mr. Sherman; 
his great speech putting that gentleman in 
nomination ; his considerate and honorable 
treatment of all the members of the Conven- 
tion, and of all the men with whom the 
Convention dealt; and, finally, his own 
nomination, June 8th, amid thunders of ap- 
plause, the roar of artillery, the waving of 
banners, and the inspiring strains of mu- 
sic — all these were fully spread before the 
public in the newspapers but yesterday, and 
I need not recount them. The state of things 
existing in the Convention on the eve of Ids 
nomination is still fresh in men's minds. 
More than three hundred delegates were 
avowing a determined purpose to cling to 
their favorite candidate at all hazards. The 
four hundred and odd others, constituting a 
considerable m^ority of the whole, were 
divided, apparently hopelessly, among a half 
dozen candidates, of whom General Garfield 
was not one. Political and personal differ- 
ences had gone so far that wise men outside 
the Convention did not believe that any one 
of the leading candidates could be nomi- 
nated. Apparently things had come to a 
hopeless deadlock. Democrats were looking 
on with exultation. Republicans with appre- 
hension. It was at this dangerous and ex- 
citing moment that James A. Garfield was 
nominated. Some men said it was a bit of 
political inspiration ; others, that it was an 
inspiration from a higher power. Which- 
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eyer yiew we adopt, we can not fail to see 
that it was a most fortunate nomination, as 
well for the coantry as for the Republican 
partj. Its great power was seen, first, in its 
effect on the Convention itself; second, in 
the echoes it awoke all over the country ; 
and, third, in the Oincinoati Convention of 
the Democrats, where, nnquestionably, it had 
much to do with the nomination of General 
Hancock. 



Enongh has been said to mark out, in 
bold lines. Congressman Garfield's great ca- 
reer. The reader is now in a position to 
weigh and to measure his long and arduous 
services as a political student, as a member 
of House committees, as a debater on the 
floor of Congress, and as a political leader. 
Some of his minor services to the House, 
and to the country, will be grouped together 
and characterized in a few closing para- 
graphs. 

There are times and services in a great 
legislative body upon which men are brought 
forward, as much by the occasion itself as by 
anything else, because of their fitness. These 
may be called times and services of ceremony 
and commemoration. To these occasions 
Mr. Garfield, by his wide culture, apprecia- 
tive spirit, quick and just discernment of the 
fitness of things, is well adapted; and on 
them he has been a frequent and favorite 
•peaker in the House. Three or four of 
these occasions will be mentioned. 

April 1^ 1866, he made a brief though 
felicitous speech on rising to move an ad- 
journment in memory of Abraham Lincoln. 
He crystallized a great fact or thought in 
these fit words : " It was no one man who 
killed Abraham Lincoln ; it was the embodied 
spirit of treason and slavery, inspired with 
fearful and despairing hate, that struck him 
down, in the moment of the Nation's su- 
premestjoy.'' 

He was the orator, too, chosen by Mrs. 
EUzabeth Thompson, of New York City, to 
present to Congress Carpenter's great paint- 
ing^ *< Lincoln and Emancipation,'' which he 
did in a well-considered speech, February 
12, 1878. The House having under consid- 
eration a resolution to accept from Massachu- 
setts, in the name of the United States, the 
stataes of John Winthrop and Samuel Adams, 



he admirably summed up the services and 
characters of these two great citizens, De- 
cember 10, 1876. I can not resist the tempta- 
tion to quote this passage touching the use 
to which the old Hall of Representatives is 
now put, in devoting it to tlio reception of 
statues of distinguished citizens and patriots : 

As, from time to time, our venerable and 
beautiful Uall has been peopled with statues of 
the elect of the States, it has seemed to me that 
a Third House was being organized within the 
waUs of the Capitol — a house whose members 
have received their high credentials at the hands 
of history, and whose term of office will outlast 
the ages. Tear by year we sec the circle of its 
immortal membership enlarging ; year by year we 
see the elect of their country, in eloquent silence, 
taking their places in this American Pantheon, 
bringing within its sacred circle the wealth of 
those immortal memories which made their lives 
illustrious ; and year by year that august assem- 
bly is teaching a deeper and grander lesson to 
all who serre their brief hour in these more 
ephemeral Houses of Congress. And now two 
places of great honor have just been most nobly 
filled. 

He participated in the meeting held in 
commemoration of Dr. S. F. B. Morse, inven- 
tor of the telegraph, in the Hall of the 
House, April 16, 1872. At a similar meet- 
ing, held in the same place, in memory of 
the honored Dr. Joseph Henry, known for 
his great scientific discoveries and for hav- 
ing been the organizer and head of the 
Smithsonian Institution, he also bore a dis- 
tinguished part. Mr. Garfield had been as- 
sociated for some years with this great man 
in the regency of the Institution, and he 
paid a feeling and eloquent tribute to his 
lamented friend. He has also been a fre- 
quent and favorite speaker in the commem- 
orations of deceased Senators and Represen- 
tatives. His eulogies on Senators Morton 
and Chandler may be particularly men- 
tioned, and his speech in memory of Hon. 
Gustavo Schleicher, of Texas, will be found 
in another place. 
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dignitj of the statesman. His speeches are 

CHAPTER VII. marked by a fdmess, candor, and integiitj 

that give his utterances weight with men of 

TEK STUMP, THE BAR, ASD THB PLATFOKM. ^ parties. They may dissent from hi. 0011- 

" The most serious and instructive man on the elusions, but they can not fail to reject the 

Btump."— 6^. A. Townsend. mental and moral qualities of the man. It 

" He ranks to-day as one of the very best lawyers may be said of him, adapting the words that 

at the bar of the whole country."-^n^y Mat- j^^ Whipple used of Daniel Webster, that 

he long ago succeeded in domesticating him- 

It may seem that such labors as those self at thousands of American firesides. 

described in the last chapter would suffice Some of his great popular efforts — as those 

to tax any man's abilities. Bat over and made in Cleveland, October 11, 1879, Fanenil 

above performing them. General Garfield Hall, September 10, 1878, and Madison, Wis- 

has found time and talents to serve the pub- consin, July 23, 1879— may be recommended 

lie in other ways. These must now be to stump orators as models. The key to his 

grouped together and characterized. stump oratory is found in the dignity of his 

His first political efforts were on the own mind, and in his lofty estimate of the 

stump ; the stump has continued to be a American people. Realizing folly that the 

theatre of his activity. Since 1864, with masses are often unjust and passionate, he 

the single exception of 1868, when he was still has great faith in their sober second 

in Europe, he has borne a conspicuous and thought. Accordmgly he never trifles with 

able part in the yearly Ohio canvasses. Years the popular mind. He believes that it is en- 

ago, the State Central Committee stated titled to the best that is to be known. He is 

that there were twice as many calls through willing to trust it with the truth, believing 

the State for ^^ a speech from Mr. Garfield *' that, in the end, wisdom will be justified of 

as from any other speaker. Kor have his her children. The eloquent words in whieh, 

speeches on the hustings been confined to at Chicago, he spoke of the popular intelli- 

Ohio. He has taken a part in canvassing gence as the sea-level from which the politi- 

Maine, Xew Hampshire, Massachusetts, Con- cian must make his measurements, will not 

necticut. New York, Pennsylvania, Michi- soon be forgotten. On repeated occasions he 

gan, Indiana, Hlinois, and Missouri. In has spoken to his own constituency of the 

most of these States he has been heard in confidence and strength that he drew from 

repeated canvasses. A week or two's help their support. It may be said that the rela- 

from him was, at one time, thought almost tions between him audthat constituency, for 

essential to carrying some of the New Eng- eighteen years, have come as near to the ideal 

gland elections. Mr. G. A. Townsend says, as can fairly be expected in the existing state 

'^ He is the most serious and instructive man of our civilization. Some of these relations 

on the stump.'* This is the exact truth, were thus touched two years ago in the cor- 

His conception of what stump oratory should respondence of the " Cleveland Herald " : 
be is the highest, and he comes as near 

realizmg it as any of his competitors. He . ^^ 

A^^ «^ i^T. „.x«« ♦!.« cf^^r. ^a «« i^n<*;,iA A Republican Convention m the Nhieteenfh 

does not look upon the stump as an engine ^. * . , , , ^ . 

^ • av 1 r • i.1 Ohio Distnct came long since to be a stereotyped 

for amusing the people, or for arousing them ^ . -, , , , *' , ,, l i v j 

«? A . Tx At^ J affair. The delegates come together, shake hands 

to unmtelligent action He rather regards ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ 

it as a great pohtical educator of the people. ^^^ ^^^^^j ^^^j^ ^^ acclamation, pass a few 
His speeches are full of facts, well reasoned, ^^^^ RepubUcan resolutions, listen to a short 
happily illustrated, pure in diction as in sen- ^p^^^j^ f^^^ ^Yieii RepresentaUve, shake hands 
timent, alive with patriotism, and are sent ^g^in^ ^^ g^ h^me. While waiting for the Coo- 
home to men's minds with the vital power vention to assemble in the morning, or for the 
of his own heart. He recognizes the differ- trains to leave after it has adjourned in the af tei^ 
ence between popular and forensic oratory ; noon, there is a free comparison of views among 
but, while making his public speeches pop- the leading politicians as to the condition of the 
ular in the best sense, he never forgets the party, and the majorities it will probably get out 
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in the aereral oounties ; bat no one as mnch as 
nggests a riTal candidate. Garfield goes about 
aBMsg the delegates with the easy air of an old 
fnend, and they treaX him as if he were a big 
brother oome homo again. He knows them all 
bf name, and calU some of them by their first 
namefl, and not a few of them hail him affection- 
aldy as *' James." When he talks about politics 
they listen as to an oracle ; but they evidently 
regud the oracle as a household divinity, of whom 
there is no occasion to stand in awe. They look 
ipoii him as thoroughly in sympathy with their 
liewi and interests — one of themselves — a man 
of the people, who has dimbed high up on the po- 
Iltieal ladder without once forgetting his obliga- 
tions to the men who put him on the first rounds, or 
losing an interest in the every-day affairs of the 
people who have so often given him their votes. 

PreBamably, in the beginning of 1861, 
Kr. Garfield was looking to the bar as the 
sphere of his life-work. I have already 
mentioned that he was admitted to practice 
in that winter. If this con jeetore be right, 
then it most be said that war first, and poli- 
tics afterward, frustrated his expectations. 
Still, he la a lawyer. However, his political 
fife is so overshadowing that few men know 
how able a lawyer he is. His first appear- 
ance as eoonsel was in the Supreme Court 
of the United States. Oan the same be said 
of another lawyer in the country? This 
was in 1868. Since then he has been en- 
gaged in some thirty cases before the same 
great tribnnal, besides numerous appearances 
in the State courts, and in the inferior tribu- 
nals of the United States. Some of these 
cases have been very difficult as well as im- 
portant. In managing them, he has been 
more than ordinarily successful. With a sin- 
gle exception, the history and merits of these 
cases can not be pointed out. Nor would a 
list of their titles convey any clear ideas to 
the laj mind. 

It will probably seem strange to many 
that a man who had never been brought up 
in a law-ofilce, or trained in the courts, 
dionld be capable of handling great legal 
interests. A half dozen of his law argu- 
ments and briefs lie before mo as I write, 
and an examination of these will solve, even 
to an intelligent layman, the problem. Law 
is pnrtl J an ethical and partly an historical 
sdenoe. The great principles of right and 



justice that lie at the basis of jurisprudence 
are comparatively few and simple. The busi« 
ness of an advocate of a high order is to ap- 
ply these principles, resting on the facts of 
human nature and developed in history, to 
those varying and often conflicting affairs in 
human life that become subjects of litiga- 
tion. Successfully to do this requires abili- 
ties of a high order, and a severe logical 
training. When he entered the Supreme 
Court room, in 1866, Mr. Garfield had both 
the abilities and the training needed. He 
had mastered the great doctrines of the law. 
History had taught him the direction in 
which juridical and political thought had 
been moving, as respected the case in hand. 
In fact, it was a politico-legal case. For the 
rest, he had simply to huiit up the decisions 
of the courts in like or in analogous cases, 
which, to a practiced student like him, was 
a work of no great difficulty. Teaching, poli- 
tics, war, and jurisprudence are very differ- 
ent kinds of activity ; but the qualities that 
have made him great in one are, for the 
most part, those that have made him great 
in all. His life teaches the young American 
how a man of native abilities, thorough gen- 
eral training, and resolute purpose can suc- 
cessfully engage in different fields of human 
employment. Those who have carefully 
read Mr. Garfield's speeches in the House 
for the last seventeen years have noticed 
that he has not been at a disadvantage in dis- 
cussing purely legal questions, even when 
matched against trained lawyers. Such men 
wore probably not surprised to hear so com- 
petent an authority as the Hon. Stanley 
Matthews testify, as he did after the Chi- 
cago nomination : ^^ He has qualified him- 
self to be a lawyer, and a good lawyer, 
as I know ; a lawyer who has been called 
upon to argue many cases in the Supreme 
Court of the United States ; and he ranks 
to-day as one of the very best lawyers at the 
bar of the whole country." Before taking 
up the one case that is to bo noticed below, 
it is proper to add that after Garfield's first 
argument in the Supreme Court, Hon. J. S. 
Black strenuously sought to induce him to 
quit politics and to form a law partnership 
with himself in Washington, holding out as 
an inducement an immediate probable profes- 
sional income of four times a Congressman's 
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salary per year. Some friends nrged com- the conclusions reached will be given in 

pliance ^ith the eminent Judge's overture, another place. Here it suffices to say, that 

For a time Garfield was on the point of the question at issue was whether, under 

yielding; but, fortunately for the country, the Constitution and laws of the United 

he finally resolved to serve the public in a States, citizens living in parts not affected 

political capacity, so long as the public called by war or rebellion could be tried by mili- 

for his services. tary courts? He argued that only the civil 

The one case that should receive atten- courts have jurisdiction in such cases. The 

tion here is known in legal history as : peroration of his speech may well be quoted 

" In the matter of ex-parte L. P. MiUigan, in this place : 

W. A. Bowles, and Stephen Horsey." In ^j^^^ p^^^j^ ^^^ ^^^ q^^^ j^^^^iJ 
1864 Milligan, Bowles, and Horsey, citizens ^ ^^8 and arms, in liberty and law, he invoked 
of Indiana, were arrested by order of the the genius of Phidias to devise a monument which 
Miyor-General commanding the military dis- should symbolize the beauty and glory of Athens, 
trict of Indiana, and were tried by a military That artist selected for his theme the tutelar 
commission sitting in Indianapolis, on the divinity of Athens, the Jove-bom Goddess, pro- 
following charges : 1. Conspiracy against the tectress of arts and arms, of industry and law. 
Government of the United States ; 2. Afford- who typified the Greek conception of composed, 
ing aid and comfort to rebels against the majestic, unrelenting force. He erected on the 
Government of the United States ; 8. Incit- heights of the Acropolis a colossal statue of 
ing insurrection ; 4. Disloyal practices ; 6. Minerva, armed with spear and helmet, which 
Violations against the laws of war. The ac- towered in awful majesty above the surroundmg 
cused pleaded that the military commission ^™Pl^ ^^^^^ &^' Sailors on far-off ships be- 
had no jurisdiction over them. Overruling Md the crest and spear of the Goddess, and bowed 
this plea, the Court proceeded to try them, ^^ "^^'f ^* *^^- 7^"^^ Greek she was the 
found them guilty, and they were condemned '^^"^^ ""{ P^^f ^ "^^ ^ 7. But the Aoropoh^ 

1 .X n -, . mi.' ^ ^ith its temples and statues, is now a heap of 

to death by hanging. This sentence was ^^ The visible gods have vanished Tthe 

commuted by the President to imprisonment clearer Ught of modem dvilization. We can not 

for life. The prisoners now filed a petition ^^^^ ^^^ decayed emblems of andent Greece. 

in the Circuit Court of the United States for 5^^ j^ jg i^ y^^r power, Judges, to erect in this 

Indiana, praying for release at the hands of citadel of our liberties a monument more lasting 

the Court. The opinions of the judges were than brass ; Invisible, indeed, to the eye of flesh, 

divided, and the case was certified to the but visible to the eye of the spirit as the awful 

Supreme Court at Washington. The ques- form and figure of Justice crowning and adorning 

tions so certified were the following : the Republic ; rising above the storms of politictl 

, n *u * * * * J • • 1 *»x' J strife, above the din of battle, above the earth- 

1. On the facts stated m said petition and ,,,.,„. • 

^ , .. .. , . .. e 1 I X V J quake shock of rebellion; seen from afar and 

exhibits, ought a wnt of habeas corpus to be is- , „ , , . ' ^ . „ , 

sued accoming to the prayer of Baid petition? 2. haded as protector by the oppr^ of aUn^; 

On the facu stated in said petition and exhibits, ^f^^ equal blessings and covenng with the 

^ ^. . ., .... * L J. V J * protecting shield of law the weakest, the bom- 

ought the petitioners to be discharged from cus- f, , ^ ., , , P^ 

tody, as in said petition prayed f 8. TVhether, "•»*• *" ""^""^^ """"*' T"' '^^ t .^ "^ 

upon the facts stated in said peUtion and exhib- ''T "°''*"*^' *** protection, the gmltleat «f its 
its, the military commission mentioned therein 

had jurisdiction legally to try and sentence said xhe Court decided in favor of the peti- 

petitioners in manner and form as m said peti- tioners, and they were released. General 

tion and exhibits is stated ? ^^^.g^j^ ^^3 subjected to considerable criti- 

In March, 1866, the case was argaed by cism for his speech on this case. Union 

very able counsel: Hon. J. E. McDonald, sentiment was running strong, and some 

Hon. J. A. Garfield, Hon. J. S. Black, and Unionists seemed to think that rebels, and 

Hon. D. D. Field for the petitioners; Hon. those who gave aid and comfort to rebel- 

B. F. Butler, Hon. James Speed, and Hon. lion, should be punished, it mattered not 

Henry Stanbury for the United States. Mr. how. In a speech delivered in Warren, 

Garfield's argument was a very able one ; Ohio, some time after, he defended his conrse. 
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He reminded his hearers that the qaestion 
which he had argned was not whether Mil- 
ligsn, Bowles, and Horsey were innocent or 
goflty, bnt whether they had been legally 
tried and condemned. He had no sympathy 
with them as conspirators, bat as men asking 
for 1^^ rights he conld properly give them 
profesaonal assistance. ^' If guilty,** he said, 
**haDg them, but hang them according to 
lav, if yon do it otherwise, yon commit 
morder.'* The matter has long since passed 
oat of the public mind, bat this short history 
is in place here, as showing Mr. Garfield^s 
opposition to all violent and non-legal meth- 
ods of administering justice. For him, a 
radical Republican, representing one of the 
most radical of constituencies, to consent to 
aet in such a case, in the excited state of 
pablic feeling, was no small proof both of 
justice and of courage. 

Mr. Garfield has been a generous respon- 
dent to the calls so freely made by the pub- 
lic opon public men for those miscellaneous 
aerrices that are so hard to characterize in 
brief terms. His speeches and addresses 
on ceremonial, commemorative, and other 
poblio occasions, great and small, can not 
be nombered. A few of these efforts will 
receive brief mention here. 

At the Hiram Commencement in 1867 
he delivered an elaborate address on *^ Col- 
lege Education.** The old Eclectic Institute 
was BOW donning college dignities, and the 
salject and the speaker could not otherwise 
have been so well chosen. He ran over the 
history of higher education; drew copiously 
from his stores of literary information ; criti- 
ciaed the old classical college course as not 
meeting the wants of the time ; and intro- 
duced the new College to the ^* New Educa- 
tion.'* Two years later he delivered an ad- 
dress to the Consolidated Business College 
of Washington, D. C, on *'The Elements of 
Soocesa.** This address abounded in rich 
practical facts and thoughts, and had for its 
motto this saying of George Canning*s : ^'My 
road roust be through character to power. 
I will try no other coarse, and I am sanguine 
enough to believe that this course, though, 
perhapa, not the quickest, is the surest.** 
His remarks on the Ninth Census, made in 
the House in the spring of 1869, attracted 
the attenticm of the Social Science Associa- 



tion managers. These saw at once that a 
politician had now approached the Census in 
the spirit of science. He was immediately 
invited to prepare a paper on the subject for 
the next meeting of the Association, an invi- 
tation to which he responded in ^^ The Ameri- 
can Census,*' a most valuable paper, read in 
New York in October following. At the 
Fourth Annual Reunion of the Army of the 
Camberland, held in Cleveland in the autumn 
of 1870, he delivered a masterly oration on 
the life and character of General George H. 
Thomas. Again we find him in Hiram on 
Commencement Day. In the college year 
1874-*75, his old fellow papil, fellow teacher, 
and faithful monitor and friend of many 
years. Miss Almeda A. Booth, died in Cleve- 
land. She had hot been connected with the 
Hiram Institute, save in memory, for sev- 
eral years; but, as she was so long iden- 
tified with its interests in by-gone years, 
and so many of her old pnpib would be 
sure to attend the annual commencement, 
the authorities deemed it fitting that her 
great life and services should bo commemo- 
rated. No one could discharge this duty 
but Mr. Garfield. His address on the life 
and character of this noble woman was 
most truthful, appreciative, and eloquent. 
Surely an old Hiram student may bo par- 
doned if he call it the best of its author's 
similar efforts. In an address entitled "The 
Future of the Republic; its Dangers and 
its Hopes,'* delivered before the literary so- 
cieties of Western Reserve College, Hud- 
son, Ohio, in 1873, he ably discussed a num- 
ber of questions of great public interest — 
principally the dangers of universal suffrage 
and industrial corporations. Under the first 
head he replied to the strictures of Lord 
Macaulay upon our political system; and 
under tbe second discussed the perplexing 
problems presented to modem society by the 
enormous growth of the railway system. 
He is also the author of an address delivered 
before the Historical Society of Burton, Ge- 
auga County, Ohio, on " Tbe Discovery aod 
Settlement of the North west.'* This address 
called out a hearty encomium from the his- 
torian Parkman. 

He has also found time to contribute to 
our higher periodical literature. " The At- 
lantic Monthly ** contains two articles ftom 
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his interest reTire m be thus orer the«e 
psngnpbs: 



his pen : ** The CurrencT Conflict,'' Febni- 
arr, 1876; and **A Centnrr of Gongress," 
Ja]T, 1877. Foot papers horn him are fonnd 
in the "Xortb American Review'': *'The 
Annj of the United States, Part I,'' March- 
April, 1878; '*The Army of the United 
Statess Part 11," May-June, the same year ; 
*"* Ought the X^ro to be Disfranchised ? *' — 
one of a group of articles called a Sym- 
podnm — March, 1S79; and ^^ National Ap- 
propriations and Misappropriations^'' Jone. 
1879. He also contributed a chapter to the 

Japanese Minister s, Arinori Mori's, book on | ^f my dasocil 8tiidiea,aiid to le^ that coo^ 
education. He wrote also the introduction j tendency, whidi all pabfic men feel, to grow nnty 
to the English translation of the Marquis de ' m Uteraxy studies, and paHicidariy in the dasrietl 
Chambrun's book on ** ExecutiTe Power in stndies. I haxe tboqglit it twCter to select some 



Dkak PaonsBOB: Before I am wholly orei^ 
wfaefaned with the Tcrj ardnooa and long-oob- 
tinoed mark wbidi this wintei's SfiMami will im. 
pose upoD me, I will take the time to write yoa i 
kNig, and I hope not an miinteresting, letter on i 
subject to which I hare g^ren some sttentiou, 
from time to time, during the last few years. 

Snoe I entered public life, I hare oonstantlj 
aimed to find a fittle time to keep alire the spirit 



the United States."* AH of these contribu> 
tions to corrent literature are of substantial 
value. 

With a glance at General Garfield^s 



I 



onefineofdassksl rea£ng, and, if poosible, do t 
little work on it each day. For thia winter, I sn 
detennined to leriew such parts of the Odes of 
Horace as I may be able to readi. And, as pl^ 



inner inteUectual Hfe this chapter will , liminary to that woik, I have begmi by reafiiig 
close. Since he entered Congress seventeen , ^ ^« I Maogn^jo t Honce. 
reare have passed, and thev have been to . Tbe Coogreasfcmal lihraiy is toj rich In Mp 
him rears of remarkable mental growth in j J*^ '* **;» f^l^,*"* ^ ^ "T^^" 

all dilutions. We notice here what the : ^'^/^'P J^ "^^ ^ J*^ 

. , . .., , « <.!. ^ . ... on the cohwated mmd of the worid by Hotace^i 

mductive philosophers call the ^ mutuality i . . ^ 

of cause ai»;i eff^t.- Hb public ^otie* I ''^j^^^^,,,^ ^^^^^^^^ 
havecompeUed him to keep up and extend ■ ^ poh^iatte,- M. Mon&kim, Fins, im,m 
his private studios; hL* private studies have I ^^^ thi Utm ten and translatioBs Into flpss- 
greatly enlarvred the sphere of his public ' j^ij^ lulian, Ficm^ English, and Gcnnan sie 
duties. His zest for the delights and amen- | pTeii,I find a catakgneof the afitnns <tf Hocsee 
ities of literature and scholarship have published in eadijear from the date of the i»> 
grown with his growth and strengthened vention of pzintii^ dom to ISSS. TUs icmsil^ 
with his strength. The number of topics ' able catakigne of editaons fills aetcnty qiisrto 
yet :o be touched in this sketch admonishes eohmms of llonfaloon*sbook. Besides this Foly- 
me no: to linger long on this spot, green and glot edition, there are hing cm my table^ for 
delightful as such a spot ever is in a man of reference, two thick vohmes made np m^holly el 
great public affairs. Xot unfrequently he commenu <m Honoe (the body <tf the text befag 
finds time, in the lulls between political j ^^"^ onuttedV by Lsmfam, a great FtmA 
sjorms. or in the very roar of the tempest, I •ci***'. ^^ B'^ ««> hmidred yean ago; also 
to gather materials for a 'studv-- of some . *^ *^^^ volm«» by Oreffi, the Swiss sdiolsr, 

*^ • ^ V 1 *v who dSed in 1830; also three vahoBes cC Ae 

Eiertry topic. Were he a leas busy man, _ . ,. " \, , ,^7 , V^Jr JTv 

•V • - 1 11 * J •!. • . .V I>elpWn Bortee, cdked by Valpy, the S^U 

these materials would find their wav to the ^\ .^ * ,_ « ^\T^ 

. » . . . a ^ i' scholar. These form bwt a small part cC te 

p--bhc thpc^h review and quarterly pag«^ ^^^ ^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ which « libniy 

As n IS. be often finds expieaaon for what he ^^^. ^ ^j^ ^^ ,^ ,^^ ^ ^ ^ 

is uLwilrjir to ke^p all to himself in a long ii„p„pb^ ^rf Ho«ce, and are aside fi«n the ps^ 

kner to mne friend, who is sure to lay the ticdar piiint I have m view fai this letter, 

leticr awfiy anxcc hi* Tahiable& As an l have obwrtd, in looking over the works on 

cxi=r ie, I shtll bere append one of these Homw, that a Gne of thonght has been panmed 

jen<:Ts. ki=. fly f=rL}flied me by the gentleman bj K^KUars and antSqnaiisns qmte analogoai to 

to wl c*rs fi was a^Sireseed. If some clas^cal thit porsned by scientific men in famsstl^e ^ 

seiolxj'. c'.hiicLziz :o Te*d. tlis sketch, s!ionld mi^t almwt say dBsoorering— AmIs by I nda e ti nn 

:i jKCltk&. he wiB sorely find from genenl prindplesL Let me IDnstnta tUs. 
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Toa remember the familiar illuBtration of it in 

the case of Leverrier, who found a perturbation 

inllie moremoits of some of the pknets of the 

aokr fjBtem, and, after having established the 

ehancter and extent of that perturbation, declared 

tbt there must bean unknown planet of aoertain 

m in a oniain quarter of the heavens, whose 

jtmrnee would account for the perturbation; 

tad inally, by pointing the telescope to that 

qnrter of the heavens, the predicted planet was 

foond. 

A recent fact may afford a still further in- 
itnietife illuatratlon of the same principle. Two 
wedu ago to-day, Professor Agassiz, on the eve 
of departure for South America on a voyage of 
Kientific djsoovery, addressed a letter to Professor 
Fdree of the United States Coast Survey, in which 
be predicts with great particularity what classes 
of marine animals he expects to find in the decp- 
lea soundings of the southern hemisphere; what 
dispoeition of bowlders, the character and direc- 
tkm of gladal groovings, he expects to find in the 
MNitheni continent. The Professor has so fully 
eommitted himself that the result of the expedi- 
tioii must be a great triumph or a great failure 
for him. 

Now, quite analogous to these researches in 
the field of science has been the process by which 
lefaolara have discovered the long-lost location of 
the cocntry residence of Horace. Its site, and 
almost its existence, were forgotten during the 
eenturies of darkness which the Middle Ages 
bioi^t upon Europe ; and it was only after the 
revival of learning that men began to inquire for 
the old shrines and homes of the ancient Greeks 
and Bomans. For a long time the site of the 
couDiiy home of Horace was merely a matter of 
eoqjecture, and scores of theories were advanced 
in regard to it. I have now before me the work 
vhidi was, I believe, the first thorough and elabo- 
rate attempt to apply the scientific process to the 
f&oofvery of the site of the villa of Horace. It is 
in three volumes, of about five hundred pages 
eadi,aad was written at Rome in 1766-*67 by the 
Abb6 Bertrand Capmartin de Chaupy, a French 
eodesiastic, who about that time spent several 
jears in Rome, and subsequently, at the time of 
the French Revolution, fled to Italy, partly for 
safety and partly to gratify his love of classical 
study. 

I have run hastily over these volumes, and m\\ 
ifwe yon a brief statement of the scope and char- 
acter of the argument The first volume lays 
down the method by which we should proceed in 
findiDg the location of the Horatian villa. In fol- 
lowing out this method, he brings together all the 



references made to it, directly or indirectly, in 
the works of Horace, and many other similar 
references from many other contemporary author- 
ities and authors of the next succeeding period. 
From these elements he sets forth in general terms 
the features that any proposed site must possess 
in order to be trusted as the real place. 

In his second volume he applies the results 
of the first volume to all the localities that have 
been proposed as the site, and reaches the con- 
clusion that none of them will stand the test. 

In the third volume he traces the history of 
the changes that swept over the country in the 
neighborhood of Rome, the devastations and re- 
buildings, the decays and reconstructions of cities 
and villas, and finally directs all his tests to one 
point, which he affirms, d priori^ must be the 
very location. 

This investigation leads him to the conclusion 
that the country home of Horace was situated 
among the Sabine Mountains, a few miles above 
Hvoli, upon the little river Digcnce, between the 
mountains Lucretile and Ustica on one side and 
the village of Mantella on the other, and not far 
from Yaria, which was a little village on the 
Anlo, and is now the hamlet of Vario. 

Such were the conclusions drawn by the Abb6 
from his elaborate investigation. Subsequent 
explorations have, I believe, in the main con- 
firmed the correctness of his conclusions. 

In a London edition of Horace, of 1849, by 
the Rev. Henry Hart Milman, there is printed 
a letter by G. Dennis, written, as its author be- 
lieves, near the very spot where Horace wrote 
most of his odes. Tlie letter is a most charming 
one, full of enthusiasm for the poet and his 
works, and gives a delightful description of the 
country and its surroundings. 

Did I not know that I lack the time and you 
the patience, I should be tempted to send the 
whole letter ; but, when you visit us in Washing- 
ton, as I hope you will do some time, you must 
not fail to read it I hope I may not have dis- 
tressed you with the length of this letter. 

My children are nearly recovered from scarlet 
fever. All the family are now well, and join me 
in kindest regards to Mrs. Dcmmon and your- 
self. 

Veiy truly yours, 

J. A. Gaktield. 
Professor I. N. Dkhmon, JTiram^ 

Portagt Ckntnty^ Ohio. 

Mr. Demmon, formerly of Hiram Col- 
lege, Ohio, now of the University of Michi- 
gan, Ann Arbor, contribntes the following 
delightful letter to my pages : 
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UinvEmsnr of Michioaw, I 
Amk Akbob, July 9, 1S80. f 

Mt Dear Hinsdale: In regard to General 
Garfield^s Bcholarsbip, it seems to me that a para- 
graph in your speech of June 19th sums up the 
matter admirably. I do not see how your state- 
ment of the case can be improved upon. 

During my two years as Professor of the An- 
cient Languages at Hiram, I had the honor of 
frequent conversations with the General, and 
naturally the conversation sometimes turned on 
the classics. I was often surprised at his famil- 
iarity with these subjects, and particularly at his 
readiness in quoting from Latin authors. There 
was no affectation, no straining, no dragging in 
of classical allusions, so characteristic of the pod- 
ant, but a simplicity and spontaneity entirely in 
consonance with the subject and the occasion. 
Horace and Virgil, especially the former, seem 
to have been his favorites among the Latin 
poets. As I happened to be teaching the Odes 
of Horace, at his invitation I often exchanged 
letters with him on difficult or disputed points. 
These letters are interesting, not only in them- 
selves, but doubly so In showing how, in the 
midst of great public cares, the statesman could 
turn aside to the exegesis of a Latin poem. The 
following will serve as specimens from his letters 
of this kind. 

Under date of January 6, 1872, he writes: "I 
do not think * monstra naiantia * of Book I, Ode 
iii, has reference to ships, but rather to marine 
monsters. Both the language and the context of 
the Ode lead me to these conclusions. 

" In the third and fourth stanzas the poet is 
eulogizing the courage of that man who first 
trusted himself to a ship and to the stormy ele- 
ments. In the fifth stanza he discusses another 
feature of that man's courage, namely, that fea- 
ture which leads him to risk the various phases of 
death that he might meet by shipwreck at sea. 
And these were: first, the sea monsters, of 
which the ancients (in addition to the natural 
dread that all men feel) had a superstitious 
dread, as being the inhabitants of the unknown 
deep ; second, the sea dashing around the treach- 
erous rocks and reefs. Both these relate to ship- 
wreck. There would be no immediate fear in be- 
holding huge ships ; for, on the sea, they would 
be rather the hope of life than a ^gradum mor- 
/«.* This view, I find, is confirmed by nearly all 
the authorities I have consulted. 

** Lambin, in his notes, quotes a parallel pas- 
sage from the Greek of Oppianus, where whales 
and sharks are monsters of the sea. 

" In the Dclphin edition of the classics, this 



is the ordo : ' Quod mortis genua forfMdaint qmi 
tini hcrgmuoMpexUpiaeesmotuiroBOinafiUtf^ In 
his notes, the Delphin editor says : ' Mmuira w^ 
tarUiOy cete grandia H immama, Ck)nf . Juvenal, 
Sat. xiv, 283, Oceani moruira,^ 

" In the Polyglot Edition to which I alluded 
in my last letter, all the translations, bo far 
as I am able to understand them, give this idea, 
except one ; and one translates * n€UanHa ' by the 
word which is equivalent to * floating,' and which 
might be applied to a ship. 

**The German translation employs the word 
for swinmiing, which seems to me the more nat- 
ural meaning of * nataniiaJ* " 

On January 27, 1872, he wrote as follows: 
** Thanks for your kind letter of the 23d instant 
I am glad to have you keep me in mind of Ho^ 
ace. I do not forget him, but my very heavy 
work in the House keeps me from giving him as 
much time as I desire. 

"The Ode to which you refer (B. IV, 0. vii) 
is one of the sweetest that Horace ever wrote. It 
is the sad reflections of a man who has no dear 
hope of life beyond the grave, who sees in the 
swift changes of the seasons and years only the 
certain approach of death, and who braces hiia- 
self up against the sadness which these reflec- 
tions bring by the doctrines of the Stoic philos- 
ophy. In some of the older editions thiB motto 
is placed at the head of the Ode : ' Omnia mat- 
tantur tempore ; jueundi igilur vivendum eiC* 

"I should translate the seventh and tH^jbHh 
verses thus: ' The year admonishes, and the boar 
which consumes the cherishing day admonishes 
you not to hope for immortality.* 

"Some commentators have supposed that 
* ffora * was used figuratively for *■ Dea vteuttte- 
dinia.'* Others have supposed that it was a 
synonym for time in genend. Orelli and the 
better commentators say it means an hour 
considered as a part of a day, and whidi 
Horace says is the destroyer of a day. Lainblii 
paraphrases the passage thus: ^Anmut {m^mi 
Horat.) in quo magnae exutunt varietaUa el qm 
certo dierum numero aliquando daudiiur eie Ur- 
mtno^r, menses, dies, Kara, monent mos ns immo^ 
talia iperemus,^ 

"The day is called atmwn,' says Orelli, 'be- 
cause the sun, which presides over the day, 
cherishes all things. In this connection see Virg. 
-fin., V. 64.'" 

My acquaintance with the General dates, at joo 
may remember, from November, 1868. At your 
own kind invitation, I spent two days with yon at 
his house on Hiram Hill, and well do I remember 
those days, and the impression thej made on me^ 
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than i Toong man jost out of college. The kind- 
fiDMi oi the man, and his mastery over literary 
tf waD as political and social topics, filled me 
filh an admiration and esteem that subseqaent 
leqosintanoe has only served to intensify. He is 
fiidoitly a man of great powers of acquisition 
ad retention, ooopled with rapid assimilation of 
bowledge. He seems to have gleaned in almost 
erery field, and to be always ready to enrich 
iIiBOSt any subject with strikingly original sugges- 
tioos. I have heard him say that the man who 
noeeeds best is the man who, other things being 
eqoaly knows best how to utilize the scraps of 
time which all men find in their daily life, and 
vldch most men waste. Perhaps the application 
of this prindple in his own life may help to ao- 
ooont for his marvelous versatility. 

Knoe I left Hiram, I have had an occasional 
letter from Jiim. After the exciting contest of 
1874, I wrote him a note of congratulation on 
his triumphant reSlection in the face of the bit- 
ter calomnies with which he was at that time 
assailed. Wm graceful response closed with these 
vwds : ** I am resting, and reading Goethe's bi- 
ography, and letting the calm of his great life fall 
into my own." I count the date of my acquaint- 
snee with General Garfield an event in my life. 

Very truly yours, 

Isaac N. Demuon. 
AwidMi B. A. HnrsDAUB, Cleveland, Ohio. 

The three following commanications to 
newspapers will illastrate Mr. Garfield's men- 
tal i^>titades and habits still more folly. 
Thej have appeared at different times the 
last ten years : 

The Oolden Age, 

.... Few public men in Washington keep 
op literary studies. General Garfield is one of 
the few. No one more constant in attendance at 
the Capitol than he ; no one more laborious on 
Oommittees; yet he keeps abreast of current 
fitermftore, allowing no good book to escape him. 
Wh^ a long-winded and unimportant discussion 
blows np in the House, watch Garfield. He is an 
economist of time. Chatting and buttonholing 
as he goes, he quietly glides out, passes through 
the rotunda, and escapes into the serene realm of 
Mr. Spoiford, where, amid all that amplitude of 
books, he regales himself in reading and in liter- 
aiy conversation. He and Mr. SpofFord are close 
firienda, and whenever a box of new books arrives 
from New York or Europe, a message gets to 
Xr. Garfield to that effect, and he has the first 
peep. He Sa a late student. He bums the mid- 



night gas. In. his position, no man can study 
continuously till the benign night, which hushes 
the world and sends office-seekers and Icg-rollers 
to bed, gives repose to his door-boll, and leaves 
him a few hours for himself. Here once more 
comes to his aid that royal health of his. Thus 
Mr. Congressman Garfield is able to keep his 
mind freshened by delightful letters, and to prose- 
cute those more rugged investigations in law, so- 
cial science, philosophy, and politics, in which the 
coming statesmen of America must be experts. 

The Chicago Tribune, 

.... Garfield is a man of infinite resources. 
He is one of the half dozen men in Congress who 
read boolcs. He is one of the few persons in 
political life here who, in the tremendous crush 
and pressure of the winter's business, find time 
to follow a course of light reading. No man has 
had a more arduous place in the last two Con- 
gresses than the Chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations. And no one ever charged him 
with neglect of duty. Tct Garfield finds time 
to read nearly all the now books, and to keep up 
a regular course of readings in the old ones. He 
has a hungry brain and a wonderful constitution. 
This has been the method of his busy life. The 
last few weeks have warned him that ho con not 
stand the racket. Garfield reads everywhere — ^in 
the cars going to the Capitol, in the cars return- 
ing from his daily work, and in his committee 
room. He will fight Jim Beck about the neces- 
sity of building fortifications at distant points, 
and contest with a Granger from the Modoc coun- 
try about the Modoc claims ; yet, in the interim, 
will find time to give ten minutes to " silly old 
Bozzy," or some of his charming comrades. I 
should say that the secret of Garfield's resources 
in debate, the freshness of his illustrations, his 
ready references to literature in all its branches, 
is due to his voracious literary appetite. ** I have 
read," he said, ** since I have been lying here, 
struggling with this pain, eighteen volumes ; and 
I have indexed and commonplaced them all. 
Pretty fair work, I take it, for six weeks of mid- 
summer in Washington." 

The Rockland Journal^ July S, 1880, 

We take pleasure in giving our readers the 
following sketch of our next President when in 
college. It is from the pen of Prof. Lavalette 
Wilson, of the Mountfun Institute, Haverstraw, 
and of course full of interest at this time : 

lo the Editor of the Journal: 

Some reminiscences of our candidate for 
President, from one who has known him person- 
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ally longer perhaps than any other resident of 
this county, may not be without interest 

Mr. Garfield was a native and resident of 
Ohio, and entered Williams College, Mass., at the 
beginning of the junior year (September, 1854), 
in the same class with your correspondent In a 
class of forty or more he immediately took a 
stand above all others for accurate scholarship 
in every branch, but particularly distinguishing 
himself as a writer, reasoner, and debater. He was 
remarkable for going to the bottom of every sub- 
ject which came before him, and seeing and pre- 
senting it in an entirely new light His essays 
written at that time, not of the commonplace 
character too common in college compositions, 
can even now be read with pleasure and admira- 
tion. While an indefatigable worker, he was by 
no means a bookworm or recluse, but one of the 
most companionable of men, highly gifted and 
entertaining in conversation, ready to enjoy and to 
give a joke, and having a special faculty for draw- 
ing out the knowledge of those with whom he 
conversed, thus enriching his own stock of infer- 
mation from the acquirements of others. Mr. 
Garfield even then showed that magnetic power, 
which he now exhibits in a remarkable degree in 
public life, of surrounding himself with men of 
various talents, and of employing each to the best 
advantage in his sphere. When questions for dis- 
cussion arose in the college societies, Garfield 
would give each of his allies a point to investigate ; 
books and documents from all the libraries would 
be overhauled ; and the mass of facts thus obtained 
being brought together, Garfield would analyze 
the whole, assign each of the associates his part, 
and they would go into the battle to conquer. He 
was always in earnest, and persistent in carrying 
his point, often against apparently insurmountable 
obstacles ; and in college election contests (which 
are often more intense than national elections) he 
was always successful. 

He showed perfect uprightness of character, 
was religious without cant or austerity, and his 
influence for good was wide-felt. 

The intimate associations which occur in col- 
lege life give the best opportunity of knowing 
the inner character of roan. From Garfield I 
never heard an angry word, or a hasty expres- 
sion, or a sentence which needed to be recalled. 
He possessed equanimity of temper, self-posses- 
sion, and self-control in the highest degree. 
What is more, I never heard a profane or im- 
proper word, or an indelicate allusion, from his 
lips. Ho was in habits, speech, and example a 
pure roan. 

Arising, soroe may say, from his own early 



struggles, but as I believe from his native nobil- 
ity of character, was his sympathy for the suffer- 
ing or depressed or humble. He would find out 
their wishes or desires, their best pointa, and 
where their ability lay, and encourage them to 
advancement and success. Not even now has he 
any of that unapproachability and htnUeur which 
too often accompany great talents and high posi- 
tion. He is a democrat in the highest sense of 
the word; no matter how humble a position a 
person may hold, how unf ashionably dressed, how 
countryfied in appearance, or lacking in knowl- 
edge of the usage of polite society, he will feel 
at ease in Mr. Garfield's presence, and recdve the 
same courtesy, and probably greater attention 
than would the Prince of Wales. 

On entering Williams College Mr. Gaifidd 
was uncommitted in national polities. Perhaps 
his first lesson came from John L. GQodridi, whc» 
at that time represented in Congress the western, 
district of Massachusetts. In the fall of 186S 
Mr. Goodrich delivered a political address in Wil-> 
liamstown on the history of the Eansas-Nebraakik 
struggle, and the efforts of the handful of Re- 
publicans then in Congress to defeat the repeal 
of the Missouri Compromise. As Mr. Goodrich 
spoke, I sat at Garfield's side and saw him drink 
in every word. He said, as we passed out : *' This 
subject is entirely new to me ; I am going to know 
all about it.'* He sent for documents, studied 
them until he became perfectly familiar with the 
history of the Anti-slavery struggle, and from 
that hour has been the thorough Republican — the 
champion of right against injustice — ^that he is at 
the present hour. 

When Mr. Garfield went to Coogresa, 
Charles Snmner was the widest reader in 
either House. It was but a short time until 
Garfield's book-list at the Library of Con- 
gress, according to Mr. Spoflford, the libra- 
rian, was next to Sumner's in length. Wheth- 
er Mr. Garfield ever passed Mr. Sumner, I 
do not know ; but certainly since Sumner's 
death no man in public life in Washington 
has made so larget a use of the library. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

LEADING TRAITS OF CHABAGfTSB SUMIIKD rP. 

Tms life is a narrative and not a critical 
history. To give a final estimate — ^if there 
be such a thing — of the life and character 
of a man so prominent in public affairs 
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as General Grftrfield while he is at the height 
of his prominenoe, is difficult or impossible. 
Especiallj is this so at the opening of an ex- 
dting political campaign in which he is the 
ituidard-bearer of a great political party, 
fieoognizing this fnlly, it is, nevertheless, 
fitting to close this sketch with a genera^ 
Tiew of the man. 

A strong frame, broad shoulders, deep 
cbest, powerful vital apparatus, and a mas- 
sive head furnish the physical basis of James 
A. Garfield^s mental life. He is six feet 
high. Mr. Townsend^s fuller description is 
thus : *' He is a large, well-fed, ruddy, brown- 
bearded man, weighing about two hundred 
and twenty pounds, with Ohio-German 
colors, bine eyes, military face, erect figure 
and shoulders, large back and thighs and 
broad chest, and evidently bred in the 
country on a farm. His large mouth is full 
of strong truth. His nose, chin, and brows 
are strongly pronounced. A large brain, 
with room for play of thought and long ap- 
plication, rises high above his clear, discern- 
ing, enjoying eyes. He sometimes suggests 
a country Samson." He is physically capa- 
ble of an indefinite amount of hard work. 

The foregoing record of his achieve- 
ments, and the extracts from his speeches 
that are to follow, give the gauge of his 
m«[ital power and quality. He excels in the 
patient accumulation of facts, and in bold 
generalization. He has great power of logical 
analysis, and stands with the first in power 
of rhetorical exposition. He has the in- 
stincts and habits of a scholar. As a student, 
he loves to roam in every field of knowledge. 
He delights in creations of the imagination, 
poetry, fiction, and art ; loves the abstract 
things of philosophy ; takes a keen interest 
in scientific research ; gathers into his capa- 
doos storehouse the facts of history and 
politics ; and throws over the whole the life 
and power of his own originality. He is 
not a Scaliger, a Descartes, or a !N'ewton; 
no man in public life — ^not even Mr. Glad- 
stone — can be these ; but his general culture 
is broad, deep, and generous. No public 
man these last ten years has more won upon 
oar scholars, scientists, men of letters, and 
the cultivated classes generally. Says Mr. 
Townsend : " Since John Quincy Adams, 
no Prendent has had Gkrfield's scholarship, 
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which is equally up to this age of wider 
facts." As an orator he lacks the massive 
grandeur of Webster, the brilliant declama- 
tion of Olay, and the fervid passion of 
Henry ; but his speeches are strong in fact, 
ribbed with principle, lucid in arrange- 
ment, rich in illustration, polished in diction, 
and vital with the power of a great nature. 
Not trained to the bar, he readily adapts 
himself both to the court and to the jury ; 
he catches at ouce the ear of the House of 
Representatives ; he meets the expectations 
of those more fastidious people who cluster 
about the colleges, and in the literary cen- 
ters ; and, on due occasion, he sways great 
popular assemblies at his will. 

His moral character is the fit crown of 
his physical and intellectual nature. His 
mind is pure, liis heart kind, his nature and 
habits simple, his generosity unbounded. 
An old friend told me the other day: "I 
have never found anything in the world to 
compare with Garfield's heart." His range 
and power of appreciation are great. He 
becomes absorbed in whatever interests him ; 
sees reflected in the man or subject his own 
mind ; and is, therefore, liable unconsciously 
to exaggerate the ability of a man or the 
value of a subject. He is not suspicious, 
and has great faith in human nature. For 
the most part, he has neglected material ac- 
quisition ; but his means, as well as his time 
and talents, are at the service of those who 
need them. His hospitality is bounded only 
by the capacity of his home. He is a man 
who makes the most of his home, and is emi- 
nently happy in his domestic relations. Mrs. 
Garfield is a lady of strong mind, of rich 
cultivation, her husband's fit companion. He 
is an excellent converser on a great variety of 
subjects, and is a favorite in cultivated circles. 
Willie respecting the mental qualities that 
give success in the honorable accumulation 
of wealth, he is no lover of money or hang- 
er-on of rich men. He remembers the 
day of small things. His sympathies with 
the toilers are quick and generous. He re- 
members the pit from which he was himself 
digged — the rock from which he was hewn. 
At a time when certain journals were de- 
nouncing him as having grown rich by cor- 
ruption, he lived in a humble house in the 
retired village of Hiram ; and nothing about 
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his home, save his library, stood in contrast 
to the homes of his neighbors. He is a man 
of the strictest private and public integrity, 
and is responsive to the delicate points of 
honor. No man charges him with being a 
party to a qaeetionable private transaction ; 
and when the charges made against his pub- 
lic life cease to be useful to the partisan, 
they will fall into the pit provided for slan- 
ders. I am not aware that a single man of 
character, who has come into close relations 
with General Garfield, lays any charge of 
dishonesty or wrong at his door. These 
things are left to those inferior men whose 
instincts draw them to the gutter and who 
fatten upon garbage. Not long ago the 
representative of a great public journal 
asked me: "What do the people who 
know General Garfield think of his integ- 
rity?" Had my wits been about me, I 
should have answered : " Did the men who 
saw Chevalier Bayard hold the bridge of 
Garigliano against the Spaniards doubt his 
courage? Did those who saw Sir Philip 
Sidney fall on Zutphen field question his 
chivalry ? " As it was, I first answered in a 
general way, and then added : " I have 
known General Garfield twenty-seven years ; 
I do not say that I know him as well as one 
man can know another ; I know him as well 
as I can know another ; and there is no in- 
terest that one man can confide to his fel- 
low man, that I would not freely intrust 
to him." A little later, another reporter 
called upon me in my study to obtain some 
facts that might be of interest to the public. 
I bad just thrown the private letters that 
General Garfield had written to me upon 
the floor. There were some hundreds in all ; 
the first written in January, 1857, the last 
on the eve of the Chicago Convention. I 
said to him: "Here are my Garfield let- 
ters. Some are scrappy notes, others dis- 
sertations. They are one side of a long and 
intimate correspondence. They relate to a 
great many subjects: business, domestic 
matters, religion, politics, life at home, and 
life abroad. With few exceptions, I have 
not read them since they were first re- 
ceived. No man is more zealous of his 
honor than am I ; but I would be willing, 
so far as affecting his character is con- 
cerned, to have them go into every news- 



paper in the land without my even reading 
them over." 

The closer men have come into contact 
with him, the greater has been their fiedth in 
him. He has inspired confidence and respect 
in all large-minded and generous men, with- 
out regard to politics. Withal, he is a re- 
ligious roan. As a boy, he was never the^ 
bully or swaggerer that fiction sometimes 
makes him, but strictly moral and serious. 
Although abundantly able and willing to de- 
fend to the utmost his own rights, or the 
rights of the weak and helpless, by physical 
force, if necessary, he was peaceable and 
self-contained. Before reaching his minori- 
ty, he made public profession of religion, and 
has continued a member of the Church to 
this day. Like all men of his thought and 
reading, he understands the difficult religious 
questions that modem criticism and science 
have started ; he no doubt thinks that the 
old theologies must be partially reconstruct- 
ed ; but his native piety, his early training, 
and his own sober convictions, hold him fast 
to the great truths of revealed religion. 
Rev. Dr. Butler, a Lutheran minister of 
Washington, says : " I have not unf requent- 
ly seen him supporting his venerable mother 
upon his strong arm as they slowly walked 
together from the house of God. He wor- 
ships regularly in the humble Disciples* 
church." 

The public life and character of a public 
man should be in harmony with his private 
life and character. This is not always true 
of such men, but it is eminently true of Gen- 
eral Garfield. He is of a piece throughout 
I shall first notice the bent of his political 
thought. 

An able journalist speaks of the " strong 
tendency of politicians to neglect real poli- 
tics — that is, the hmneaa of the country— for 
the work of electioneering and management; 
and of a growing disposition on the part of 
the public to let politicians of this class take 
possession of the Government, and use it in 
their own game for their own hands." These 
complaints are well grounded. Unfortunate- 
ly, there has sprung up these last years in 
our country a class of public men who take 
no real interest in public questions. They 
care nothing for the exposition of sound 
political doctrine. They do not aspire to be 
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teiohers of the people, or to lead the thouglit 
and the conscience of the nation. Their po- 
litical activity may be sammed np thus: 
Violent antagonism to the opposing party ; 
A careftil looking after public patronage ; the 
organization of the ^* machine**; the cnn- 
ning and selfish manipnlation of the voters. 
To political reform, to the betterment of the 
Government, to raising the standard of pub- 
lic life, they are indifferent. General Gar- 
field is the farthest removed from these. No 
sooner had he entered Congress than he en- 
tered heart and soul upon the real questions 
of the day. The war over and reconstruc- 
tion passed, he saw that American politics 
were entering upon a new era. No man 
could now serve the nation by rehearsing 
the old slavery debates ; by fighting over the 
battlefl of the war on the floors of Congress ; 
by unduly prolonging controversies that were 
for ever settled. He saw that what the 
country needed was wise discussion and leg- 
islation on the civil service, the revenue, 
currency, banking, resumption, and the hun- 
dred other questions that are by no means 
sentimental, that do not appeal to the imag- 
ination, but that are dry, statistical, unpoetic, 
and as distasteful as possible to your politi- 
cal " war horse.*' In a noble speech on the 
currency, delivered in 1868, he said : 

I am aware that financial subjects are dall 
and uninviting in comparison with those heroic 
themes which have absorbed the attention of 
Congress for the last five years. To turn from 
the consideration of armies and navies, victories 
and defeats, to the array of figures which exhibits 
the debt, expenditure, taxation, and industry of 
the nation, requires no little courage and self -de- 
nial ; but to these questions we must come, and to 
their solution Ck)ngre8S, political parties, and all 
thoi^tful citizens must give their best efforts for 
many years to come. 

Again, only last year he said : 

The man who wants to serve his country 
must put himself in the line of the leading 
thought, and that is the restoration of business, 
trade, commerce, industry, science, political econ- 
omy, hard money, and honest payment of all ob- 
ligations ; and the man who can add anything in 
the direction of the accomplishment of any of 
iliese purposes is a public benefactor. 

He grappled with these politico-economic 



questions with a giant*s strength and a mis- 
sionary's zeal. This was in harmony with 
his saying, that ^^ the man who wants to 
serve his country must put himself in the 
line of the leading thought.*' And that this 
is the leading thought, since 1866, no man 
of sense can deny. The enormous debt 
contracted during the war, the multiplica- 
tion and growth of indnstries, the rapid dif- 
ferentiation of American society, compel 
real politicians to think and work in this di- 
rection. It was Mr. Garfield's clear percep- 
tion of these facts that led him, in Decem- 
ber, 1865, to desire a place on the House Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. Since tiiat day 
he has stood with his party on party ques- 
tions, though sometimes recoiling from what 
he thought extreme measures ; but nothing 
is risked in saying that his most valuable 
services, both in the House and on the stump, 
have been in dealing with these politico- 
economical questions. Vigorously to de- 
nounce the " Solid South,*' or actively " to 
stir up the Brigadiers," any time these last 
ten years, is no proof of either ability or 
courage; but to mold national legislation 
and educate the people on these difficult 
subjects is a proof, and a high proof, of both. 
Mr. Garfield's native and acquired mental 
habits well fitted him for such a work. His 
patience in gathering facts, power of gener- 
alization, scientific habit of mind, and facul- 
ty of lucid exposition could hardly have 
found worthier employment. He explored 
all accessible sources of knowledge that 
could serve him, and through him the pub- 
lic. He extended his studies in systematic 
political economy ; gleaned the field of 
American thought and legislation on indus- 
trial and fiscal matters; and went to the 
Old World for her larger and riper experi- 
ence. He knew that this is America, and 
that many of the conditions of life are not 
the same here that they are on the Eastern 
continent; but he knew also that Ameri- 
cans are a division of the human race, that 
human life did not begin anew on these 
Western shores, and that to be useful and 
permanent our laws must recognize what is 
universal in human nature. He has never 
had a particle of sympathy with the senti- 
ment put in the famous question, '* What is 
abroad to us?" He has striven to make 
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knowledge the basis of legislation. He said obliged to make preparation on special sub- 
in 1868 : jects in advance, and it sometimes happened 

Our public debt, the greatest financial fact of ^^^^ & <^^n ^^ ^0 proceedings a^onmed the 

this century, stands m the pathway of all polit- speech indefinitely. Senator Hoar of Massa- 

ical parties, and, like the Egyptian Sphinx, pro- chnsetts, a man of sober statements, said in 

pounds its riddles. All the questions which his Worcester eulogy : ** Since the year 1864, 

sprang out of the public debt, such as loans, you can not think of a question which has 

bonds, tariffs, internal taxation, banking and been debated in CoDgress, or discussed be- 

currency, present greater difficulties than usually fore the American people, in regard to which 

come within the scope of American politics, y^^ ^ju jy^^ ^^^ If j^^ ^igjj instruction. 

They can not be settled by force of numbers, ^he argument on one side stated, and stated 

nor carried by assault as an army storms the ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ j^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^ 

works of an en^rny. Patient examination of body else, in some speech made in the House 

facts, careful study of principles which do not ^^ Representativea or on the hustings by 

appear upon the surface, and which involve the p _i» i j i» 

most difficult problems of political economy, are i^ameia. 

the weapons of this warfare. No sentuDent of ^o perform these great labors has re- 

national pride should make us unmindful of the ^^^^^^ Jn^eat courage, as well as great intel- 

fact that we have less experience m this direc lectual ability. Of course Mr. Garfield is a 

tion than any other civilized nation. If this fact party man; it will be for history to sit in 

is not creditable to our mtellectual reputation, it judgment both on him and his party ; but 

at least affords a proof that our people have not his relations to his party and to his imme- 

hitherto been crushed under the burdens of tax- diate constituency evince courage of a high 

ation. We must consent to be instructed by the order. At the very time of his nomination 

experience of other nations, and be willing to at Chicago he was standing almost alone in 

approach these questions, not with the dogma- the House on a party question. He has never 

tism of teachers, but as seekers after truth. believed or acted upon that degrading theory 

In working along this line, his materials of representation which bids the representa- 

soon began to grow into a prodigious store, tive carry out the thought or impulse that 

These he carried partly in his retentive may be uppermost in men's minds for the 

memory, partly in annotations in his books, day or even the year. In the Ohio Senate 

and partly in an ingenious mechanical con- Chamber, after his election to the Senate of 

trivance for assorting and preserving such the United States, he said : 

material, the germ of which he borrowed ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ I have been m 

from his friend, the publicist Lieber. A ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^j .^ i„ ^^ CimgreBs 

journal lying before me remarks: "Those of the United States) I have tried to do one thmg. 

who have watched General Garfield during whether I was mistaken or otherwise, it has been 

his long career in Congress, must often have the plan of my life to follow my convictions, at 

been struck with his remarkable faculty of whatever personal cost to myself. I have i^pie- 

discerning, at short notice, any question that sented for many years a district in Congress 

may arise. This is largely due to the fact whose approbation I greatly desired ; but, thoQ^ 

that, for twenty years, he has been accu- it may seem perhaps a little egotistical to say it, 

mulatiug what is, perhaps, now the best I yet desired still more the approbation of one 

collection of scrap-books in the country." person, and his name was Garfield. He is the 

As he grew in the House, and especially ^^^J '"an that I am compelled to sleep with, and 

when he became the leader of his party, and «** ^^^^» and live with, and die with; and if I 

in a sense of the House, this accumulated «>"'^ "°^ ^*^« ^»» approbation, I should have 

material was as useful to him as his rapid ***^ companionship. 

powers of acquisition. Few men have a Mr. Garfield is a singularly round and 

just idea of what his position in the House symmetrical man. He has been a man of 

implies. Paradoxical as it may sound, many mark in education, war, law, and politics ; 

of his best speeches were never made ; by and he might have been a man of mark in 

which I mean that, in order to be ready to any of the callings that do not demand spe- 

take part in a debate on short notice, he was cial genius. As a politician he has always 
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rafied npon mental and moral forces. He 
ht8 never been connected with a ** ring " or 
belonged to a ^^ group '' ; he has never con- 
stroeted or managed a *^ machine '^ ; to ^* bar- 
giins,*^ " slates,^' and " booms'^ he is a stran- 
ger. He has never sought office, save as his 
' abilities and character have commended him 
to the pnblic mind. This history does not em- 
brace a full account of the Chicago Conven- 
tion, in which his List great services to the 
public were rendered. It suffices to say, his 
work and bearing there under circumstances 
most embarrassing, when a less well-poised 
man would have lost his head, are, for the 
time, the fitting close of his great career. 

But my outline is finished. Its subject 
served his country ably and faithfully in 
war, but as a Presidential candidate he stands 
distinctly aiK>n his civic record. Says Sena- 
tor Hoar: '*No President of the United 
States, nnce John Quincy Adams, began to 
bring to the Presidential office, when he en- 
tered upon it, anything like the experience 
in statesmanship of James A. Garfield.'' 

All in an, Mr. Garfield is one of the best 
products of our American soil and institu- 
tions. He began life nearly fifty years ago 
in the Ohio forest, poor as the poorest ; and 
by his own exertions, abilities, and charac- 
ter, he has made his way upward until with- 
in a stone's cast of the highest place. His 
road has led him by the log-house, chopping- 
fallow, district school, tow-path, academy, 
and college, to the Ohio Senate, the army, 
the House of Representatives, a Senatorial 
dection, and a Presidential nomination. He 
sums up American life in himself. 

I do not believe that the Chicago Conven- 
tion could have nominated another man who 
touches the American mind and heart with 
equal power at so many points. His early 
life of toil and hardship, as well as his sym- 
pathy with the working classes, endears him 
to the toiling millions. There is a pathos 



in that early history which touches the heart 
of the humble worker. His masterly grasp 
of politico-economic questions, and his steady 
fealty to sound doctrine in all the financial 
madness and treachery of the last ten years, 
gain him the support of merchants, manu- 
facturers, and bankers. The school-teachers 
of the land count him one of their number. 
He is more than acceptable to the religious 
men, to temperance people, and to the min- 
isters of the Gospel. Enter the chill atmos- 
phere of the college and university lecture 
and recitation rooms, whose masters are not 
stirred by campaign stories, but who respect 
thoroughness, scholarship, and noble char- 
acter, and you find that he is a favorite. 
Enter the bare quarters of the toiling stu- 
dent, who is struggling with his poverty and 
his lessons, and the name of Garfield is an 
inspiration. A friend wrote me, the evening 
of the nomination, from the great University 
of Michigan : " I can not refrain from drop- 
ping you a line to-night to congratulate you 
on the well-deserved triumph of your friend 
General Garfield. Everybody here is in high 
glee. No other candidate would have been 
so strong. Now let the Democrats do their 
best." 

Once more the American people have an 
opportunity to elevate to the Chief Magis- 
tracy of the Republic a great civilian. His- 
tory will record whether they know their 
opportunity. However that may be, no 
Presidential nomination for years has so 
stirred the best elements of American life. 
Even the casual newspaper reader has not 
failed to notice the enthusiasm awakened 
among the more serious, thoughtful, and 
moral of our people. His record of twenty 
years is the pledge that, if elected to the 
office of President, he will give the Nation 
an administration that in ability, purity, and 
honor will be commensurate with its own 
greatness. 



PART II. 



GENEKAL CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 



The following sketch of General Arthnr, 
the Republican Yioe-Preridential candidate, 
first appeared in the " New York Times " : 

General Chester A. Arthnr was bom in 
Franklin county, Vt., October 5, 1880. He 
is the oldest of a family of two sons and five 
daughters. His father was the Rev. Dr. 
William Arthur, a Baptist clergyman who 
emigrated to this country from the County 
Antrim, Ireland, in his eighteenth year, and 
died October 27, 1875, in Newtonville, near 
Albany. Dr. Arthur was in many respects 
a remarkable man. He acquired extended 
fame, not only in his calling, but also in the 
domains of authorship. His work on Family 
Names is regarded the world over as one of 
the curiosities of English erudite literature. 
From 1855 to 1868 he was pastor of the 
Calvary Baptist Church of this city. He 
also filled the pulpits of Baptist churches at 
Bennington, Hinesburg, Fairfield, and Willis- 
ton, in Vermont, and York, Perry, Green- 
wich, Schenectady, Lansingburg, Hoosio, 
West Troy, and Newtonville, in this State. 
His other son made a gallant record in the 
war of the rebellion, and is now a paymaster 
of the regular army, with the rank of major. 

General Arthur was educated at Union 
College, and was graduated in the class of 
^49. After leaving college he taught a country 
school during two years in Vermont, and 
then, having managed by rigid economy to 
save about $500, he started for. this city and 



entered the law office of ex-Judge £. D. 
Culver as a student. After being admitted 
to the bar, he formed a partnership with his 
intimate friend and room-mate, Henry D. 
Gardiner, with the intention of practicing in 
the West, and for three months they roamed 
about in the Western States in search of an 
eligible site ; but in the end returned to this 
city, where they hung out their joint shingle, 
and entered upon a successful career almost 
from the start General Arthur soon after 
married the daughter of Lieutenant Hemdon, 
United States Navy, who was lost at sea, and 
who calmly went down to death smoking a 
cigar. Congress voted a gold medal to his 
widow in recognition of the conspicnooB 
bravery he displayed on that occasion. Mrs. 
Arthur died only a short time ago. 

In 1852, Jonathan and Juliet Lemmon, 
Virginian slaveholders, intending to emigrate 
to Texas, came to this city to await the sail- 
ing of a steamer, bringing eight slaves with 
them. A writ of habeas corpus was obtained 
from Judge Paine to test the question wheth- 
er the slaves were not freed by the act of 
bringing them into free territory. Judge 
Paine rendered a decision holding that Uiey 
were, and ordering the Lemmon slaves to be 
liberated. Henry L. Clinton was one of the 
counsel for the slaveholders. A howl of 
rage went up from the South, and the Vir- 
ginia Legislature authorized the Attorney- 
General of that State to assist in taking an 
appeal. William M. Eyarts and Chester A. 
Arthur were employed to represent the 
people, and they won their case, which then 
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weot to the Sapreme Oonrt of the Uoited 
Stites. Charles O'Oonor here espoused the 
etose of the slaveholders, but he, too, was 
beaten hj Messrs. Evarts and Arthnr, and a 
Jong step was taken toward the emancipation 
of the black race. Another great service 
I was rendered by General Arthnr in the same 
cause in 1856. Lizzie Jennings, a respect- 
able colored woman, was pat off a Fourth- 
•venae car, with violence, after she had paid 
her fare. General Arthur sued on her behalf, 
and secured a verdict of five hundred dollars 
damages. The next d&j the company issued 
an order to permit colored persons to ride 
on their oars, and the other car companies 
quickly followed their example. Before that 
the 8ixth-avenue company ran a few special 
cars for colored persons, and the other lines 
refused to let them ride at all. 

General Arthur was a delegate to the 
Convention at Saratoga that founded the 
Republican party. Previous to the outbreak 
of the war he was Judge- Advocate of the 
Second Brigade of the State Militia, and 
Governor Edwin D. Morgan, soon after his 
inauguration, selected him to fill the position 
of Engineer in Chief of his staff. In 1861 he 
held the post of Inspector-General, and soon 
afterward was advanced to that of Quarter- 
master-General, which he held until the ex- 
piration of Morgan's term of office. No higher 
enoominm can be passed upon him than 
the mention of the fact that, although the 
war account of the State of New York was 
st least ten times larger than that of any 
other State, yet it was the first audited and 
allowed in Washington, and without the 
deduction of a dollar; while the quarter- 
masters' accounts from other States were re- 
duced from $1,000,000 to $10,000,000 each. 
Doring his term of office every present sent 
to him was immediately returned. Among 
others, a prominent clothing house offered 
him a magnificent uniform, and a printing- 
house sent him a costly saddle and trappings. 
Both gifts were indignantly rejected. When 
Ifr. Arthur became Quartermaster-General 
he was poor. When bis term expired he 
was poorer still. He had opportunities to 
make millions unquestioned. Contracts 
hffger than the world had ever seen were at 
1h8 dIspoeaL He had to provide for the 
dothing, arming, and transportation of hun- 



dreds of thousands of men. Speaking of him 
at this period, a friend says: ^*So jealous 
was he of his integrity that I have known 
instances where he could have made thou- 
sands of dollars legitimately, and yet refused 
to do it on the ground that he was a public 
officer, and meant to be, like CsBsar's wife, 
* above suspicion.' His own words to me in 
regard to this matter amply illustrate his 
character: *If I had misappropriated five 
cents, and on walking down town saw two 
men talking together, I would imagine they 
were talking of my dishonesty, and the very 
thought would drive me mad.' " 

At the expiration of Governor Morgan's 
term. General Arthur returned to his law 
practice. Business of the most lucrative 
character poured in upon him, and the firm 
of Arthur & Gardiner prospered exceed- 
ingly. Much of their work consisted in the 
collection of war-claims and the drafting of 
important bills for speedy legislation ; and a 
great deal of General Arthur's time was 
spent in Albany and Washington, where his 
uniform success won for him a national re- 
putation. For a short time he held the 
position of Counsel to the Board of Tax 
Commissioners of this city, at $10,000 per 
annum. Gradually he was drawn into the 
arena of politics. He nominated, and by 
his efforts elected, the Hon. Thomas Murphy 
a State Senator. When the latter resigned 
the collectorsbip of the port on November 
20, 1871, President Grant nominated General 
Arthur to the vacant position, and four years 
later, when his term expired, renominated 
him, an honor that had never been shown to 
any previous Collector in the history of the 
port. He was removed by President Hayes 
on July 12, 1878, despite the fact that two 
special committees made searching investi- 
gation into his administration, and both 
reported themselves unable to find anything 
upon which to base a charge against him. 
In their pranuneiamientos announcing the 
change, both President Hayes and Secretary 
Sherman bore official witness to the purity 
of his acts while in office. A petition for 
his retention was signed by every judge of 
every court in the city, by all the prominent 
members of the bar, and by nearly every im- 
porting merchant in the collection district ; 
but this General Arthur himself suppressed. 
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In a letter to Secretary Sherman, review- 
ing the work of one of the investigating 
committees, Greneral Arthur produced statis- 
tics to show that during his term of over six 
years in office the percentage of removals 
was only two and three fourths, against an 
annual average of twenty-eight per cent, 
under three immediate predecessors, and an 
annual average of about twenty-four per 
cent, since 1857. Of the nine hundred and 
twenty-three persons in office prior to his ap- 
pointment, five hundred and thirty-one were 
still retained on May 1, 1877. All appoint- 
ments, except two, to the one hundred posi- 
tions commanding salaries of $2,000 per year 
were made on the plan of advancing men 
from the lower to the higher grades on the 
recommendation of the heads of bureaus. 
The reforms which General Arthur instituted 
in the methods of doing business in the 
Custom-house were as numerous as they 
were grateful to the mercantile community. 
Since his removal he has been engaged in 
the practice of the law, and in the direction 
of Republican politics in the State, being 
chairman of the Republican State Committee. 
In person he is over six feet in height, broad- 
shouldered, athletic, and handsome. Like 
his predecessor, William A. Wheeler, he is 
an ardent disciple of Walton and a member 
of the Restigouche Salmon-Fishing Club, 
which was described in yesterday's " Times." 
He is a man of great culture and wide ex- 
perience, an able lawyer, with refined tastes, 
and manners of the utmost geniality. 

II. 

OEXEBAL ARTHTJB's LETTER ACCEPTING THE 
VICE-PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION. 

N«w Tom, July 18, 1880. 

Dear Sir : I accept the position assigned 
me by the great party whose action you an- 
nouuce. This acceptance implies approval 
of the principles declared by the Oonven- 
tioiL, but recent usage permits me to add 
some expression of my own views. The 
right and duty to secure honesty and order 
in popular elections is a matter so vital that 
it must stand in front. The authority of the 
National Government to preserve from fraud 
and force elections at which its own officers 
are chosen is a chief point on which the two 



parties are plainly and intensely opposed. 
Acts of Congress for ten years have, in New 
York and elsewhere, done much to curb the 
violence and wrong to which the ballot and 
the count have been again and again sub- 
jected — sometimes despoiling great cities, 
sometimes stifling the voice of a whole State; 
often seating, not only in Congress, but on 
the Bench and in Legislatures, numbers of 
men never chosen by the people. The Dem- 
ocratic party, since gaining possession of the 
two Houses of Congress, has made these just 
laws the object of bitter, ceaseless assault, 
' and, despite all resistance, has hedged them 
with restrictions cunningly contrived to baffle 
and paralyze them. This aggressive majority 
boldly attempted to extort from the Execu- 
tive his approval of various enactments de- 
structive of these election laws, by revolu- 
tionary threats that a constitutional exercise 
of the veto power would be punished by 
withholding the appropriations necessary to 
carry on the Government. And these 
threats were actually carried out by refusing 
the needed appropriations, and by forcing an 
extra session of Congress, lasting for months 
and resulting in concessions to this usurping 
demand, which are likely, in many States, to 
subject the migority to the lawless will of a 
minority. Ominous signs of public disap- 
proval alone subdued this arrogant power 
into a sullen surrender for the time being of 
a part of its demands. The Republican 
party has strongly approved the stem re- 
fusal of its representatives to suffer the 
overthrow of statutes believed to be salutary 
and just. It has always insisted, and now 
insists, that the Government of the United 
States of America is empowered and in duty 
bound to effectually protect the elections 
denoted by the Constitution as national. 
More than this, the Republican party holds, 
as a cardinal point in its creed, that the 
Government should, by every means known 
to the Constitution, protect all American 
citizens everywhere in the full enjoyment of 
their civil and political rights. As a great 
part of its work of reconstruction, the Re- 
publican party gave the ballot to the eman- 
cipated slave as his right and defense. A 
large increase in the number of members of 
Congress, and of the Electoral College, from 
the former slaveholding States, was the im- 
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mediate result. The history of recent years 
abounds in evidence that in many ways and 
in many places— especially where their num- 
ber has been great enough to endanger Dem- 
oemtic control — the very men by whose 
elevation to citizenship this increase of rep- 
resentation was effected, have been debarred 
end robbed of their voice and their vote. 
It is true that no State statute or Oonstitu- 
tion in so many words denies or abridges 
the exercise of their political rights; but 
the modes employed to bar their way are no 
less effectnal. It is a suggestive and start- 
ling thought that the increased power de- 
rived from the enfranchisement of a race 
now denied its share in governing the coun- 
try — ^wielded by those who lately sought 
the overthrow of the Government — is now 
the sole reliance to defeat the party which 
represented the sovereignty and nationality 
of the American people in the greatest crisis 
of our history. Republicans cherish none 
of the resentments which may have animated 
them during the actual conflict of arms. 
They long for a full and real reconciliation 
between the sections which were needlessly 
and lamentably at strife ; they sincerely offer 
the hand of good will, but they ask in re- 
tarn a pledge of good faith. They deeply 
feel that the party, whose career is so illus- 
trious in great and patriotic achievement, 
will not ftilfill its destiny until peace and 
prosperity are established in all the land, 
nor until liberty of thought, conscience, and 
action, and equality of opportunity shall be 
not merely cold formalities of statute, but 
living birthrights, which the humble may 
confidently claim and the powerful dare not 
deny. 

The resolution referring to the public 
service seems to me deserving of approval 
Sorely, no man should be the incumbent of 
an office the duties of which he is for any 
cause unfit to perform, who is lacking in the 
ability, fidelity, or integrity which a proper 
administration of such office demands. This 
sentiment would doubtless meet with gen- 
eral acquiescence; but opinion has been 
widely divided upon the wisdom and practi- 
cability of the various reformatory schemes 
which have been suggested, and of certain 
proposed regulations governing appoint- 
ments to public office. The efficiency of 



such regulations has been distrusted, mainly 
because they have seemed to exalt mere 
educational and abstract tests above general 
business capacity, and even special fitness 
for the particular work in hand. It seems 
to me that the rules which should be ap- 
plied to the management of the public ser- 
vice may properly conform, in the main, to 
such as regulate the conduct of successful 
private business. Original appointments 
should be based upon ascertained fitness. 
The tenure of office should be stable. Po- 
sitions of responsibility should, so far as 
practicable, be filled by the promotion of 
worthy and efficient officers. The investi- 
gation of all complaints, and the punish- 
ment of all official misconduct, should be 
prompt and thorough. These views, which 
I have long held, repeatedly declared, and 
uniformly applied when called upon to act, 
I find embodied in the resolution, which, of 
course, I approve. I will add that, by the 
acceptance of public office, whether high or 
low, one does not, in my judgment, escape 
any of his responsibilities as a citizen, or 
lose or impair any of his rights as a citizen ; 
and that he should e^joy absolute liberty to 
think and speak and act in political matters 
according to his own conscience, provided 
only that he honorably, faithfully, and fuUy 
discbarges all his official duties. 

The resumption of specie payments — one 
of the fruits of Republican policy — has 
brought the return of abundant prosperity, 
and the settlement of many distracting ques- 
tions. The restoration of sound money, the 
large reduction of our public debt and of the 
burden of interest, the high advancement of 
the public credit, all attest the ability and 
courage of the Republican party to deal with 
such financial problems as may hereafter de- 
mand solution. Our paper currency is now 
as good as gold, and silver is performing its 
legitimate function for the purposes of 
change. The principles which should govern 
the relations of these elements of the cur- 
rency are simple and clear. There must be 
no deteriorated coin, no depreciated paper. 
And every dollar, whether of metal or paper, 
should stand the test of the world^s fixed 
standard. 

The value of popular education can hard- 
ly be overstated. Although its interests must 
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of necessity be chiefly confided to voluntary 
effort and the individual action of the sev- 
eral States, they should be encouraged, so 
far as the Constitution permits, by the gen- 
erous cooperation of the National Govern- 
ment. The interests of the whole country 
demand that the advantages of our common- 
school system should be brought within the 
reach of every citizen, and that no revenues 
of the nation or of the States should be 
devoted to the support of sectarian schools. 

Such changes should be made in the pres- 
ent tariff and system of taxation as will 
relieve any overburdened industry or class, 
and enable our manufacturers and artisans 
to compete successfully with those of other 
lands. 

The Government should aid works of 
internal improvement national in their char- 
acter, and should promote the development 
of our water-courses and harbors wherever 
the general interests of commerce require. 

Four years ago, as now, the nation stood 
at the threshold of a Presidential election, 
and the Eepublican party, in soliciting a 
continuance of its ascendancy, founded its 
hope of success not upon its promises, but 
upon its history. Its subsequent course has 
been such as to strengthen the claims which 
it then made to the confidence and support 
of the country. On the other hand, con- 
siderations more urgent than have ever be- 



fore existed forbid the accession of its op- 
ponents to power. Their success, if success 
attends them, must chiefly come from the 
united support of that section which sought 
the forcible disruption of the Union, and 
which, according to all the teachings of our 
past history, will demand ascendancy in the 
councils of the party to whose triumph it 
wiU have made by far the largest contribution. 

There is the gravest reason for apprehen- 
sion that exorbitant claims upon the public 
Treasury, by no means limited to the hun- 
dreds of millions already covered by bills 
introduced in Congress within the past four 
years, would be successfully urged if the 
Democratic party should succeed in supple- 
menting its present control of the national 
Legislature by electing the Executive also. 

There is danger in intrusting the control 
of the whole law-making power of the Gov- 
ernment to a party which has, in almost 
every Southern State, repudiated obligations 
quite as sacred as those to which the faith of 
the nation now stauds pledged. 

I do not doubt that success awaits the 
Republican party, and that its triumpb will 
assure a just, economical, and patriotic ad- 
ministration. I am, respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

C. A. Aethub. 

To the Hod. Geobgs F. Hoar, President qf 
the BepubHoa/n National Convention. 



PART in. 



GENERAL GARFIELD'S SPEECHES. 



NuHKROVS qaotations from General Gar- 
field's speeches have already been made in 
the history of his pnblio life. Generally, 
however, these were made to verify or to 
illostrate points of history, rather than to 
give an exposition of positive doctrine. 
In this third part of the work it is proposed 
to present snch selections from his speeches 
— whole speeches or extracts — ^as will fnlly 
present his views on current public qnes- 
tions. A fitting introduction to such se- 
lections will be a list of his speeches made in 
the House of Representatives, with the dates 
of their delivery. It is believed that no man 
now in public life has swept over so wide a 
field of discussion. In no way can the 
breadth of that field be better shown than 
by this list. Only those speeches that have 
appeared in pamphlet editions are included. 

1. Free Commerce between the States : 
On the Bill to declare the Raritan and At- 
lantic Railroad a Legal Structure, March 
24 and 81, 1864. 

2. Constitutional Amendment to Abolish 
Slavery, January 18, 1865. 

8. Freedman's Bureau: Restoration of 
the Rebel States, February 1, 1866. 

4. The PnbUcDebtand Specie Payments, 
March 16, 1866. 

5. To Establish a National Bureau of 
Education, June 8, 1866. 

6. On the Bill to place the Rebel States 
under Military Control, February 8, 1867. 

7. On Reconstruction, and the Constitu- 
tional Power of Congress to control the 
Army, January 17, 1868. 

8. On the Impeachment of Andrew John- 
son, February 2P, 1868. 



9. The Currency, May 15, 1868. • 

10. Taxation of United States Bonds, in 
reply to Hons. Fred. A. Pike and B. F. But- 
ler, July 15, 1868. 

11. Ninth Census, December 16, 1869. 

12. Public Expenditures and the Civil 
Service, March 14, 1870. 

13. The Tariff, April 1, 1870. 

14. Currency and the Banks, June 7, 1870. 

15. Debate on the Currency Bill, Juno 
15, 1870. 

16. The McGarrahan Claim, February 20, 
1871. 

17. The Right to originate Revenue Bills, 
March 8, 1871. 

18. Enforcement of the Fourteenth 
Amendment, April 4, 1871. 

19. Public Expenditures: their Increase 
and Diminution, January 23, 1872. 

20. National Aid to Education, February 
6, 1872. 

21. Revenues and Expenditures, March 5, 
1874. 

22. Currency and the Public Faith, April 
8, 1874. 

23. Appropriations of the First Session 
of the Forty- third Congress, June 23, 1874. 

24. Cheap Transportation and Railways, 
June 22, 1874. 

25. Amnesty : Reply to Hon. B. H. Hill, 
January 12. 1876. 

26. Can the Democratic Party be safely 
intrusted with the Administration of the 
Government? August 4, 1876. 

27. John Wintbrop and Samuel Adams, 
December 19, 1876. 

28. Counting the Electoral Vote, January 
25, 1877. 
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29. Repeal of the Resamption Law, No- 
vember 16, 1877. 

30. The New Scheme of American Fi- 
nance: a Reply to Hon. W. D. Kelley, 
March 6, 1878. 

31. Oarpenter*8 Painting, "Lincoln and 
Emancipation," February 12, 1878. 

82. The Policy of Pacification, and the 
Prosecutions in Louisiana, February 19, 
1878. 

33. The Army and the Public Peace, 
May 21, 1878. 

84. The Tariff, June 4, 1878. • 

35. Joseph Henry, January 16, 1879. 

86. Relation of the National Government 
to Science, February 11, 1879. 

37. Sugar Tariff, February 26, 1879. 

88. Speeches at the Extra Session, March 
18 to July 1, 1879, embraciug these titles: 
Revolution in Congress ; Close of Debate on 
First Army Bill ; Legislative Appropriation 
Bill ; Second Army Appropriation Bill ; Ju- 
dicial Appropriation Bill; Judicial Appro- 
priation Bill, Nullification ; Defense of Union 
Soldiers of Seceded States ; Resumption and 
the Currency; The New Silver Bill ; The Mis- 
sissippi River an Object of National Care ; 
The Revived Doctrine of State Sovereignty ; 
Ancient and Modern Panics. 

89. Obedience to the Law the Foremost 
Duty of Congress, March 17, 1880. 

40. Pulp and Paper: How News and 
Public Opinion are manufactured, May 1, 
1880. 



I. 
NATIONAL AID TO EDUCATION. 

In the House of Representatives^ February 6, 

1872. 

" The preservation of the means of knowledge 
among the lowest ranks is of more importance to 
the public than all the property of all the rich men 
in the country."— ,/oAw Adams's Works j II f^ 467. 

** That all education should be in the hands of a 
centralized authority, . . . and be consequently all 
framed on the same model, and directed to the per^ 
petuation of the same type, is a state of things which, 
instead of becoming more acceptable, will assuredly 
be more repugnant to mankind, with every step of 
their progress, in the unfettered exerdse of their 
highest faculties."— Jb*n Stuart Mill: " ThsPosi- 
tips PfiUosophy of Avgusts ComU^^ p. 92. 

The House having under consideration 
the bill (H. R. No. 1043) to establish an 



educational fund, and to apply the proceeds 
of the public lands to the education of the 
people — 

Mr. Garfield, of Ohio, said: 

Mr. Speaker : In the few minutes given 
me, I shall address myself to two questions. 
The first is: What do we propose by this 
bill to give to the cause of education ? and 
the second is : How do we propose to give 
it ? Is the gift itself wise, and is the mode 
in which we propose to give it wise ? This 
arrangement will include all I have to say. 

And first, we propose, without any 
change in the present land policy, to give 
the net proceeds of the public lauds to the 
cause of education. During the last fifteen 
years these proceeds have amounted to a 
little more than thirty-three million dollars, 
or one per cent, of the entire revenues of 
the United States for that period. The gift 
is not great, but yet, in one view of the 
case, it is princely. To dedicate for the fu- 
ture a fund which is now one per cent, of 
the revenues of the United States to the 
cause of education is, to my mind, a great 
thought, and I am glad to give it my en- 
dorsement. It seems to me that, in this act 
of giving, we almost copy its prototype in 
what God himself has done on this great 
continent of ours. In the center of its 
greatest breadth, where otherwise there 
might be a desert for ever, he has planted a 
chain of the greatest lakes on the earth, and 
the exhalations arising &om their pure wa- 
ters every day come down in gracious show- 
ers, and make that a blooming garden which 
otherwise might be a desert waste. And 
from our great wilderness lands it is pro* 
posed that their proceeds, like the dew, 
shall fall for ever, not upon the lands, bat 
upon the minds of the children of the na- 
tion, giving them, for all time to come, all 
the blessing and growth and greatness that 
education can afford. That thought, I say 
it again, is a great one, worthy of a great 
nation ; and this country will remember the 
man who formulated it into language, and 
will remember the Congress that made it 
law. 

The other point is one of even greater 
practical value and significance just now than 
this that I have referred to. It is this: 
How is this great gift to be distributed? 
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We propose to give it, Mr. Speaker, through 
our American system of education ; and, in 
giring it, we do not propose to mar in the 
least degree the harmony and beauty of that 
system. If we did, I should be compelled 
to give my voice and vote against the mea- 
sore ; and here and now, when we are inan- 
gorating this policy, I desire to state for 
myself, and, as I believe, for many who sit 
around me, that we do here solenmly pro- 
test that this gift is not to destroy or disturb, 
hot it is rather to be used through and as a 
part of, and to be wholly subordinated to 
what I venture to call our great American 
system of education. On this question I 
have been compelled heretofore to differ 
with many friends of education, here and 
elsewhere, many who have thought it might 
be wise for Congress, in certain contingen- 
cies, to take charge of the system of educa- 
tion in the States. I will not now discuss 
the oonstitntional aspects of that question ; 
bat I desire to say that all the philosophy of 
our educational system forbids that we should 
take such a course. And, in the few mo- 
ments awarded to me, I wish to make an 
appeal for our system as a whole as against 
any other known to me. We look some- 
times with great admiration at a Govern- 
ment like Germany, that can command the 
light of its education to shine everywhere, 
that can enforce its school laws everywhere 
throoghont the empire. Under our system 
we do not rejoice in that, but we rather re- 
joice that here two forces play with all their 
vast power upon our system of education. 
The first is that of the local, municipal pow- 
er ooder our State governments. There is 
the center of responsibility. There is the 
chief educational power. There can be 
enforced Luther's great thought of placing 
on magistrates the duty of educating chil- 
dren. 

Luther was the first to perceive that Chris- 
tian schools were an absolute necessity. In 
a celebrated paper addressed to the muni- 
cipal councilors of the empire in 1524, he 
demanded the establishment of schools in 
all the villages of Germany. To tolerate ig- 
norance was, in the energetic language of 
the reformer, to make common cause with 
the deviL The father of a family who aban- 
doned his children to ignorance was a con- 



summate rascal. Addressing the German 
authorities, he said : 

Magistrates, remember that God formally com- 
mands you to instruct children. This divine com- 
mandment parents have transgressed by indo" 
lenoe, by lack of intelligence, and because of 
overwork. 

The duty devolves upon you, magistrates, to 
call fathers to their duty, and to prevent the re- 
turn of these evils which we suffer to-day. Give 
attention to your children. Many parents are 
like ostriches, content to have laid an egg, but 
caring for it no longer. 

Now, that which constitutes the prosperity of 
a city is not its treasures, its strong walls, its 
beautiful mansions, and its brilliant decorations. 
The real wealth of a city, its safety and its force, 
is an abundance of citizens, instructed, honest, 
and cultivated. If in our days we rarely meet 
such citizens, whose fault is it, if not yours, mag- 
istrates, who have allowed our youth to grow up 
like neglected shrubbery in the forest ? 

Ignorance is more dangerous for a people 
than the armies of an enemy. 

After quoting .this passage from Luther, 
Laboulaye, in his eloquent essay entitled 
" L'£tat et ses Limites," pages 204 and 205, 
says: 

This familiar and true eloquence was not 
lost There is not a Protestant country which 
has not placed in the front rank of its duties the 
establishment and maintenance of popular schools. 

The duties enjoined in these great utter- 
ances of Luther are recognized to the fullest 
extent by the American system. But they 
are recognized as belonging to the authorities 
of the State, the county, the township, the 
local communities. There these obliga- 
tions may be urged with all the strength of 
their high sanctions. There may be brought 
to bear aU the patriotism, all the morality, 
all the philanthropy, all the philosophy of 
our people ; and there it is brought to bear 
in its noblest and best forms. 

But there is another force even greater 
than that of the State and the local govern- 
ments. It is the force of private voluntary 
enterprise, that force which has built up the 
multitude of private schools, academies, and 
colleges throughout the United States, not 
always wisely, but always with enthusiasm 
and wonderful energy. I say, therefore, 
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that onr local self-government, joined to and 
codperating with private enterprise, have 
made the American system of education 
what it is. 

In further illustration of its merits, I beg 
leave to allude to a few facts of great signifi- 
cance. The Governments of Europe are now 
beginning to see that our system is better 
and more efficient than theirs. The public 
mind of England is now, and has been for 
several years, profoundly moved on the sub- 
ject of education. Several commissioners 
have lately been sent by the British Govern- 
ment to examine the school systems of other 
countries, and lay before Parliament the re- 
sults of their investigations, so as to enable 
that body to profit by the experience of 
other nations. 

Rev. J. Frazier, one of the assistant com- 
missioners appointed for this purpose, visited 
this country in 1865, and in the following 
year made his report to Parliament. While 
he found much to criticise in onr system of 
education, he did not withhold his expres- 
sions of astonishment at the important part 
which private enterprise played in our sys- 
tem. In concluding his report^ he speaks of 
the United States as " a nation of which it 
is no flattery or exaggeration to say that it 
is, if not the most highly, yet certainly the 
most generally, educated and intelligent peo« 
pie on the globe." 

But a more valuable report was delivered 
to Parliament in 1868, by Matthew Arnold, 
one of the most cultivated and profound 
thinkers of England. He was sent by Par- 
liament to examine the schools and univer- 
sities of the Contiuent, and, after visiting all 
the leading states of Europe, and making 
himself thoroughly familiar with their sys- 
tem of education, he delivered a most search- 
ing and able report. In the concluding 
chapter, he discusses the wants of England 
on the subject of education. No one who 
reads that chapter can fail to admire the 
boldness and power with which he points 
out the chief obstacles to popular education 
in England. He exhibits the significant fact 
that, while during the last half century there 
has been a general transformation in the 
civil organization of European governments, 
England, with all her liberty and progress, 
is shackled with what he calls a civil organ- 



ization, which is, from the top to tlie bot- 
tom of it, not modern. He says : 

Transform she must unless she means to come 
at last to the same sentence as the chorch of Sar- 
dis : " Thou hast a name that thou livest, and art 
dead.*' 

However, on no part of this immense task of 
transformation have I now to touch, except on 
that part which relates to education; but this 
part, no doubt, is the most important of all, and 
it is the part whose happy accomplishment may 
render that of all the rest, instead of being 
troubled and difficult, gradual and easy. . . . 

Obligatory instruction is talked of. But what 
is the capital difficulty in the way of obligatory 
instruction, or, indeed, any national system of in* 
struction in this country? It is this, that the 
momeiit the working class of tins country have 
this question of instruction really brought home 
to them, their self-respect will make them de- 
mand, like the working classes on the Continent, 
public schools, and not schools which the clergy- 
man, or the squire, or the mill-owner calls **my 
school!'* And what is the capital difficulty in 
the way of giving them public schools? It is 
this, that the public school for the people must 
rest upon the munidpal organization of the coun- 
try. In France, Oermany, Italy, Switzerland, the 
public elementaiy school has, and exists by hav- 
ing, the commune, and the municipal government 
of the commune, as its foundations, and it could 
not exist without theuL But we, in England, have 
our municipal organization still to get ; the coun- 
try districts, with us, have at present only the 
feudal and ecclesiastical organization of the Mid- 
dle Ages, or of France before the revolution. . . . 

The real preliminary to an effective system of 
popular education is, in fact, to provide the coun- 
try with an effective municipal organization ; and 
here, then, is at the outset an illustration of what 
I said, that modem societies need a ciTil oi^gani- 
zation which is modem. 

In the early part of 1870 a report was 
made to the Minister of Public Instruction 
by Mr. 0. Hippean, a man of great learning, 
and who in the previous year had been or- 
dered by the French Government to visit 
the United States and make a careful study 
of our system of public education. In sum- 
ming up his conclusions, at the end of his 
report, he expresses opinions which are re- 
markable for their boldness, when we re- 
member the character of the French Gov- 
ernment at that time ; and his recommenda- 
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tions have a most significant application to discuss the broader political question of 

tbe principle under consideration. I trans- State and municipal goyemment as con- 

kte his concluding paragraphs : trasted with centralized goverument. I am 

considering what is the best system of or- 

What hnpresses me most strongly as tbe re- ganizing the educational work of a nation, 

Buh of this study of pubUc instrucUon in tbe ^^^ ^^^^ ^j,^ j.^.^ standpoint alone, but 

United States, is the admirable power of pnvate ^^^ ^^^ standpoint of the school-house it- 
enterprise in a country where the citizens early ,. -^. , -. ... , 

. !^ , ^, . . ., . / s XI. • / 8«"' Thi8 work of pubnc education par-i 

adopted the habit of foreseeing their own wants ^ , . ,. - ^, ... - ., * 

fcr themselTea ; of meetmg together and acting ^"'^ "^ \ If!^.^ ^^ <^^ ]^^ «P»"* ^' *^« 

In eoncert; of combming their meami of action; ^"°^"^ °^*^^ '^ ^*« ^^^^ '^^ <^^*»^^«- The 

of detennhiing the amount of pecuniary contribu- °^^^<1 ™»^«^ ^« ^ ^®® fr^°» extraneous control 

tion which they will impose upon themselves, M possible; must work under the inspiration 

and of regulatmgits use ; and, finally, of choosing of its own desires for knowledge ; and while 

administrators who shall render them an account instructors and books are necessary helps, 

of the resources placed at their disposal, and of the fullest and highest success must spring 

the use which they may make of their authority, from the power of self-help. 

The marrelous progress made in the United So the best system of education is that 
States during the last twenty years would have which draws its chief support from the vol- 
been impossible, if the national life, instead of untary eflfort of the community, from the in- 
being manifested on all pomts of the surface, had dividual efforts of citizens, and from those 
been concentrated in a capital, under the pres- burdens of taxation which they voluntarily 
sore of a strongly organized administration, impose upon themselves. The assistance pro- 
which, holding the people under constant tuU^ ^^^ .^ ^^.^ ^.^ -^ ^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ 

lage, wholly relieved them from the care of , i « xi • a i. mi. 

T? i.. J .1 V .u I J -c .,- channels of this, our American system. The 

thinking and acting by themselves and for them- ^ i . <. i . .. 

sehrT^Will France enter upon that path of f"^^'^^* P'^P°«^^ '' ^^'f ^ ^°^^^^^ *,^ '^''^'" 

decentralization which will faifallibly result m ^^^« '^ ^^^^^ «^^^' *°^ ^ ^^^^^^ ^°^^- 

giving a scope, now unknown, to all her vital ^^^" *^® different States and the local school 

fofoes and to the admirable resources which she authorities, but not large enough to carry 

possessos ? In what especially concerns public ^^® system on, and to weaken all these 

instnietion, shall we see her multiplying, as m forces, by making the friends of education 

America, those free associations, those generous feel that the work is done for them without 

donations which will enable us to place public in- their own effort. Government shall be only 

Btraction on the broadest foundation, and to re- a help to them, rather than a commander in 

▼ive in our provinces the old universities that the work of education, 
will become more flourishmg as the citizens shall In conclusion, I say that in the pending 

interest themselves directly in their progress ? bill we disclaim any control over the edu- 

To accomplish this, it will also be necessary cational system of the States. We only re- 

that Govermnents, appreciatmg the wants of ^^^^^ ^^p^^s of what they do with our 

their epoch, shaU with good grace relinquish a ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ 

part of the duties now imposed upon them, and w v ;i r xt. • « a* ^ xt. i 

*7, ^. , , _^, ,. ... .. • published for the information of the people, 

aid the people in supporting the rigid r^atm« of '^ ... , , ^ ^^ -,. ^, , ; 

... _ u 1 . :i: M^ . . 1 will spread abroad the light, and awaken 

bberty, by enlargmg the powers of the mumcipal . \ , , ,rV. "'•^ 

councils and of the councils of the departments, *^® enthusiasm and emulation of our people. 

by favoring associations and public meetings, by '^^^® P^^^^^ '» '° harmony with the act of 

opening the freest field to the examination and ^®^'^ creating the Bureau of Education, and 

discussion of national interests; m short, by de- whose fruits have already been so abundant 

serving the eulogy addressed by a man of genius ^^ S^od results. I hope that the House will 

to a great minister of France : *' Monseigneur, you set its seal of approval on our American sys- 

liave labored ten years to make yourself useless.' tem of education, and will adopt this mode 



I have made these citations to show how 
strongly the public thought ot Europe is mov- 
ing toward our system of public education as 
better and freer than theirs. I do not now 



of advancing and strengthening it. 
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II. 

ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMEND- 
MENT TO ABOLISH SLAVERY. 

In the House qf Bepresentatioea^ January 

13, 1865. 

Tns House having under consideration 
the joint resolution to amend the Constitu- 
tion of the United States so as to abolish 
slavery — 

Mr. Garfield said : 

Mr. Speaker : We shall never know whj 
slavery dies so hard in this Republic 
and in this hall till we know why sin 
has such longevity and Satan is immortal. 
With marvelous tenacity of existence, it 
has outlived the expectations of its friends 
and the hopes of its enemies. It has been 
declared here and elsewhere to be in all the 
several stages of mortality, wounded, mori- 
bund, dead. The question was raised by my 
colleague [Mr. Cox] yesterday, whether it 
was indeed dead, or only in a troubled 
sleep. I know of no better illustration of 
its condition than is found in Sallust^s ad- 
mirable history of the great conspirator 
Catiline, who, when his final battle was 
fought and lost, his army broken and scat- 
tered, was found far in advance of his own 
troops, lying among the dead enemies of 
Rome, yet breathing a little, but exhibiting 
in his countenance all that ferocity of spirit 
which had characterized his life. So, sir, 
this body of slavery lies before us among 
the dead enemies of the republic, mortally 
wounded, impotent in its fiendish wicked- 
ness, but with its old ferocity of look, bear- 
ing the unmistakable marks of its infernal 
origin. 

Who does not remember that thirty years 
ago^a short period in the life of a nation — 
but little could be said with impunity in 
these halls on the subject of slavery? How 
well do gentlemen here remenober the his- 
tory of that distinguished predecessor of 
mine, Joshua R. Giddings, lately gone to 
his rest, who, with his forlorn hope of faith- 
ful men, took his life in his hand, and in the 
name of justice protested against the great 
crime, and who stood bravely in his place 
until his white locks, like the plume of 
Henry of Navarre, marked where the battle 
for freedom raged fiercest I 



We can hardly realize that thia is the 
same people, and these are the same halls, 
where now scarcely a man can be found who 
will venture to do more than falter out an 
apology for slavery, protesting in the same 
breath that he has no love for the dying 
tyrant. None, I believe, but that man of 
more than supernal boldness from the city 
of New York [Mr. Fernando Wood], has 
ventured this session to raise his voice in 
favor of slavery for its own sake. He still 
sees in its features the reflection of beauty 
and divinity, and only he. ^* How art thou 
fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the 
morning I How art thou cast down to the 
ground, which didst weaken the nations!" 
Many mighty men have been slain by thee; 
many proud ones have humbled themselves 
at thy feet I All along the coast of oar po- 
litical sea these victims of slavery Ue like 
stranded wrecks, broken on the headlands of 
freedom. How lately did its advocates, with 
impious boldness, maintain it as God^s ^wn, 
to be venerated and cherished as divine 1 It 
was another and higher form of civilization. 
It was the holy evangel of America dispens- 
ing its mercies to a benighted race, and des- 
tined to bear countless blessings to the wil- 
derness of the West. In its mad arrogance 
it lifted its hand to strike down the fabric 
of the Union, and since that fatal day it has 
been a ^* fugitive and a vagabond upon the 
earth." Like the spirit that Jesus cast out, 
it has, since then, been *' seeking rest and 
finding none." 

It has sought in all the comers of the re- 
public to find some hiding-place in which to 
shelter itself from the death it so richly de- 
serves. 

It sought an asylum in the untrodden ter- 
ritories of the West, but, with a whip of 
scorpions, indignant freemen drove it thence. 
I do not believe that a loyal man can now be 
found who would consent that it should 
again enter them. It has no hope of harbor 
there. It found no protection or favor in 
the hearts or conscv^oes of the freemen of 
the republic, and h«8 fied for its last hope 
of safety behind the shield of the Constita- 
tion. We propose to follow it there, and 
drive it thence as Satan was exiled £h>in 
heaven. But now, in the hour of its mortal 
agony, in this hall it has found a defender. 
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Mj gallsnt coUeagoe I^i*' P«ndletoD], 
for I reoogniie bim as a g&llaat and able 
nun, pUnta himBelf at the door o( his dar- 
ling, and bids defiance to all assailants, lie 
liaa followed slaver? in its flight, until at 
laat it haa reached the great temple where 
Iib«rt7 is enshrined — the Oonstitation of the 
Uiiltad States— and tiiere, in that last re- 
tract, declares that no hand shall strike it. 
It reminds me of that celebrated passage in 
the great Latin poet, in which the serpents 
of the aea, when they hod dastrojed LoO- 
eooa and his sons, fled to the heights of 
the Trojan citadel and coiled their slim? 
lengths around the feet of the tatelar god- 
dess^ and were covered by the orb of Ler 
shield. So, nnder tbo gaidance of my col- 
laagaa [Mr. Pendleton], slaver/, gorged 
with the blood of ten tbonaand freemen, has 
climbed to the high citadel of American 
nationalitj, and coiled itself seonrelj', as he 
belieTos, aronnd the feet of the statae of 
Justice and nnder the shield of the Coostitn- 
tion of the United States. We desire to fol- 
low it eren there, and kill it beside the very 
altar of Liberty. Its blood can never make 
atonement for the least of its crimes. 

Bat the gentleman has gone fiirther. Tie 
is not content that the snaky sorceress shall 
be merely under l&e protection of the Consti- 
tion. In his -riew, by a strange metamor- 
photds, slavery becomes an invisible essence, 
and takes np its abode in the very grain and 
fiber of the Constitntion ; and when we 
woald strike it he says, " I can not point out 
any express clause that prohibits yon from 
deatroying slavery; bnt I find a prohibition 
in the intent and meaoiog of the Constitu- 
tion. I go under the surface, out of sight, 
into the very genius of it, and in that invis- 
ible domain slavery is enshrined, and there 
is nopower in the republic to drive it thence." 
That I may do no injnstice to my colleague, 
I will read from his speech of yesterday the 
passage to which I refer: 

My oolleague from the Toledo district [Ur. 
Ashle;], In the speech which be nude the other 
day, told tts with reference to this point : 

"If I read the Constltntioa aright, and un- 
dstatand the force of luignage, the section which 
I have Just quoted is to4ay tree from all limlta- 
tioiis and ooadmona save two, one of whlcb pro- 



I vidcB that the suffrage of the severa] States in 
lbs Senate shall be equal, and that no State shall 
lose this equality by any amendment of the Con- 
stitution without its consent ; the other relates io 
taiation. These are the only oonditlonB and 
limitations." 

I deny it. I assert that there is iDOther 
limitation stronger even than the letter of the 
Constitution ; and Uiat is to be found in its in- 
ceot and its spirit and its foundation idea. I put 
the question which lias been put bclore in this 
debate: Con three fourths of the Stales constitu- 
tionallj change this Government, and make it an 
autocracy ? It is not probibitcd by the letter of 
the Constitution. 

It does not Dome witttin the two classes of 
limitations and conditions asserted by my eol- 
leaguc. Why ts it that tbie change can not be 
madef I will tell yon why. It is because le- 
publiconiam lies at the very foundation of oar sys- 
tem of government, and to overtbrow that idea 
is not to amend, but to subvert, tbe Constitution 
of tlie United States ; and I say that U three 
fourthsof the States should undertake to passan 
amendment of that kind, and Rhode Island alone 
dissented, she would have the right to resist by 
force. It would be her duty to resist by force; 
and her cauao would be sacred in the cyei of 
juBt men, and sanctified in the eyes of a just 
God. 

Ue goes behind the letter of the Consti- 
tution, and finds a refuge for slavery in its 
intent, and with that intent he declares we 
have no right to deal in the way of amend- 
ment. 

Bat he has gone even deeper than the 
spirit and intent of the Oonstitatioo. Ue 
baa announced a discovery to which I am 
sure no other statesman will lay claim. Ue 
has found a domain where slavery can no 
more be reached by hnman law than the 
life of Satan by the sword of Michael. lie 
haa marked the hither boundary of this 
newly discovered continent, in his response 
to tbo qaestion of the gentleman from Iowa 
[Mr. Wilson]. 1 will read it: 

I will not be drawn now into a discussion 
with tbe gentleman as to the orij^n of slaverr, 
nor to the htw which lies behind tbe Constitution 
of the United Stales, and behind the govenuneot 
of the Stales, by which these people are held to 

Not finding aiiything in the words and 
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phrases of the Constitution that forbids an Philadelphia, in 1774, to pray for a redress 
amendment abolishing slavery, he goes be- of grievances. That body expressly ad- 
hind all human enactments, and far away, mitted that the sovereignty of the colonies 
among the eternal equities, he finds a primal waa lodged in the crown of Great Britain. 
law which overshadows states, nations, and II. On the 4th of July, 1776, the sov- 
constitutions, as space envelops the nni- ereignty was withdrawn from the British 
verse, and by its solemn sanctions one hu- crown by the whole people of the colonies, 
man being can hold another in perpetual and lodged in the Revolutionary Congress, 
slavery. Surely, human ingenuity has never No colony declared itself free and indepen- 
gone further to protect a malefactor or de- dent. Neither Virginia, New York, nor 
fend a crime. I shall make no argument Massachusetts declared itself free and inde- 
with my colleague on this point, for in that pendent of the crown of Great Britain. The 
high court to which he appeals eternal jus- declaration was made, not even by all the 
tice dwells with freedom, and slavery has colonies as eoloniea, but in the name and by 
never entered. the authority of ** the good people of the 

I now turn to the main point of his ar- colonies," as one people, 
gument. He has given us the key to his In the following memorable declaration 

theory of the Constitution in the three words the sovereignty was transferred from the 

which the gentleman from Rhode Island crown of Great Britain to the people of the 

[Mr. Jenckes] commented upon last even- colonies: 

ing. Upon those words rests the strength ^^^ xUrtioTi^ the representatives of the 

or weakness of his position. He describes tJnited States of America, in General Congress 

the Constitution of the United States as a assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of 

" compact of corfederation:^ the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, 

If I understand the gentleman, he holds in and by the authority of the good people of 

that each State is sovereign ; that in their these colonies, solemnly publish and declare that 

sovereign capacity, as the source and foun- these United Colonies are, and of right ought to 

tain of power, the States, each for itself, rati- be, free and independent States ; that they are 

fied the Constitution which the Convention absolved from all allegiance to the British 

had framed. AVhat powers they did not crown, and that aU political connecUons between 

grant, they reserved. They did not grant ^^c"' ^"^ ^^ State of Great Britain is, and 

to the Federal Government the right to con- ^"S^* ^ ^^ *^^"J^ ^o\y^ ; and that aa free 

trol the subject of slavery. That right stiU f^^ independent States they have fuU power to 

• J • xr c^ X 11 TT levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, ca- 

resides m the States severally. Hence no , . "l. , ' V. * , n .i. ^ ^ 

- ^ ,, -- ... ;. , ., tabush commerce, and to do all other acta and 

amendment of the Constitution by three ... i.. i. . j j * o* * * • i.* j 

. , ^ , ^ , „ r« , things which independent States may of nght do. 

fourths of the States can legally affect Slav- " .,.-. •,. . ■•• 

ery in the remaining fourth. Hence no ^^ vindication of this view I read from 

amendment by the modes pointed out in the ^^^ ^^^^^ P*«^ ^^ *^^ ^"^ ^^^^'"^ <>' J^- 

Constitution can reach it. This, I believe, ^^^^ ^^^^^^'^ "Commentaries'?: 
is a succinct and just statement of his argu- The colonies did not severally act for them- 

raent The whole question turns upon the s^^vcs and proclaim their own independence. It 

sovereignty of the States. Are they sover- »» *"*« *^** ^™® ^^ *^« States had previously 

eign and independent now ? Were they ever ^<'"°^ ^^<^^P^^°* governments for themselves, but 

80 ? I shall endeavor to answer. ^! ^" ^^^« ^ compliance with the rccommenda- 

I appeal to the facts of history, and to °°* ^ ^ ngress. • • • 
. . *, , 11/. T «! The declaration of the independence of all 

bring them clearly before us I affirm : ,, , . ,, .. j ^ * « t^ 

T mi . . / ,, ^., , ., , ^^^^ the colonies was the united act of alL It waa 

I. That prior to the 4th day of July, 1776, ^ « declaration by the represenUtivea of the 

these colonics were neither free nor mde- United States of America in Congress assembled," 

pendent. Their sovereignty was lodged in i.^y the delegates appointed by the good people 

the crown of Great Britain. I believe no of the colonies," as in a prior declaration of 

man will deny this. It was admitted in the rights they were called. It was not in an act 

first Declaration of Rights, put forth by the done by the State governments then organised, 

Revolutionary Congress that assembled in nor by persons chosen by them. It was emphati- 
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(dl; the act of the whole peopU of the United 
EMMi, bj the Instrnmentalitj of their rcpreAen- 
tiliraa, tiuMea for that, unotig other pnrposce. 
b n« an met not competent to the Stste gorem- 
Bota, or any of them, *a orgmlied under the 
ehuteis, to kdopt Those charters neither con- 
tn^lated the cMO nor provided for it. It wai 
n act of orf^nal laberent Mrertigntj bj the 
people tbemaelTes, reaolting from their right to 
ctange tho fonn of goremment, and to institute 
a nav goTBmmcnt wbeneier ueceaaai; tor their 
Hfe^ and happineaa. So Che Declaratian of In- 
depoidence treata it. No State had presumed of 
itielf to form a new government, or b> provide 
for the eiigendea of the times, without consulC- 
iog Congreaa on theeubject; and when tbcj 
uied, it vaa in puraoance of the recommenda- 
tion of Coiigr«sa. It was, therefore, the achieTe- 
meit of the whole for the beneBt of the whole. 

The people of the United Colonies made the 
United Colonies free and independent States, and 
absolTed them fnwn all allegianoe to the British 
crown. The Dedacation of Independence has 
•ccordinglj alwaja been treated aa an act of par- 
imoont and MTereign authority, complete and 
perfect, ptr m and ipto /aeto working an entire 
dissolution of all political oomiccliotiB with or al- 
legiance to Qrcat Britain. And this, not merely 
as a practical fact, bat in a legal and conslitutioDal 
view of the matter b; oonrta of justice. 

When these people ot the colonies became 
frea, haviiig withdrawn the sovereignty from 
tha orowa ot Great Britain, where did tbef 
lodg* itt Not in the States; bat so far as 
thej delegated it at ell, they lodged it ia the 
ReToIationarj Congress then sitUng in Phila- 
delphia. Uy colleague dissents. I ask his 
•ttottioa again to the langooge of this dis- 
tingalsbed oonunentator, on page 200 of the 
nme volume : 

In the nnt place, woha*eseenthatthe power 
to do thia act was not derived from the Stat« 
governments, nor wat it done generally with their 
MiipentioD. The qucation then naturally pre- 
sent! itself if it ia to be coDsidered as a national 
act, In what manner did the colonics become a na- 
tioo, and in what manner did Congress tieoomc 
poNesssd of this national power 1 The true an- 
swer muM be that as soon as Congress assumed 
powers and passed measures which were in their 
natarB national, to thnt extent the people from 
whoee acquiescence and cansent they took effect 
noM b« omiidered as agreeing to form a nation. 
Mr.PKNULXTOs; I desire toaskinjcol- 
leagne from what power the delegates who 
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sat in that Congress derived their authority 
to make the declaration; whether they did 
not deri ve it from the colonies, or tho Stages 
if the gentleman prefers that word, and 
whether each delegate did not speak in the 
Congress for the State government which 
authorized him to speak there! 

Mr. Garfieid; I say, in answer to the 
point the gentlemaa makes, as I have already 
said, and in the laogDOge of tLis distin- 
guished commentator, that the moment the 
Revolutionary Congress assumed national 
prerogatives, and the people, by their si- 
lence, consented, that moment the people of 
the colonies were constituted a Nation, and 
that Revolutionary Congress became the an- 
thorized Government of the Nation. But 
the declaration was made " h; the authority 
of tho good people," and liencc it was their 
declaration. 

Mr. Pksdletos ; Will the gentleman per- 
mit me to ask him whether, from that mo- 
ment, they became the representatives of the 
Nation, or whether they still retained their 
position 09 representatives of the States! 

Mr. Gasfield: They were both. They 
were still represent atives of the States; bat 
the new function of national representatives 
was added. They then took upon them that 
which DOW belongs to the gentleman, the 
twofold qadity of State citizenship and na- 
tional citizenship. Die gentleman is twice 
a citizen, subject to two jurisdictioua ; and 
BO v&re they. 

I shflll still further fortify my position by 
reading from the 203d page of the same 
volume: 

From the moment of the Declaration of lu- 
dcpcndcQce, if not for most purposes at an ante- 
cedent period, the united colonics must be consid- 
ered aa beiog a nation di/ado, having a Oeneral 
Government over it, created and acting by the 
general consent of tho people of all the colonies. 
The powers ot that Government were not, aikd 
indeed could not be, welt defined. But sUll Its 
eiclusiTO sovereignty in many cases was firmly 
established, and its controlUng power over the 
States WRS in most, if not all, national measures 
umveTSully admitled. 

III. On thelst day of Uarch, ITSl, the 
sovereignty of the now Nation was lodged, 
by the people, in the " Articles of Confed- 
eration." The Government thus formed 
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was a Confederacy. Its Constitution might 
properly be styled a " Compact of Confeder- 
ation," though by its terms it established a 
*^ perpetual union," and left small ground 
for the doctrine of secession. 

IV. On the 2l8t day of June, 1788, our 
national sovereignty was lodged, by the 
people, in the Constitution of the United 
States, where it still resides, and for its pres- 
ervation our armies are to-day in the field. 
In all these stages of development, from co- 
lonial dependence to full-orbed nationality, 
the people, not the States, have been om- 
nipotent They have abolished, established, 
altered, and amended, as suited their sov- 
ereign pleasure. 

For the greater security of liberty, they 
chose to distribute the functions of govern- 
ment. They left to each State the regula- 
tion of its local and municipal affairs, and 
endowed the Federal Republic with the high 
functions of national sovereignty. They 
made the Constitution. That great charter 
tells its own story best ; 

We, the people of the United States, in order 
to form a more perfect Union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the com- 
mon defense, promote the general welfare, and 
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our postefity, do ordain and establish tins Con- 
stitution for the United States of America. 

Not "we, the sovereign States," do 
enter into a league or form a " compact qf 
ear^federatum.^^ 

It the gentleman looks, then, for a kind of 
political " apostolic succession " of American 
sovereignty, he will find that neither colonies 
nor States were in the royal lino; but this is 
the genealogy: first, the Crown and Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain ; second, the Revolu- 
tionary Congress; third, the Articles of 
Confederation ; fourth and now, the Consti- 
tution of the United States; and all this by 
the authority of the people. 

Now, if no one of the colonies was sov- 
ereign and independent, when and how did 
any of the States become so ? The gentle- 
man must show us by what act it was done, 
and where the deed was recorded. I think 
I have shown that his position has no foun- 
dation in history, and the argument based 
upon it falls to the ground. 



In framing and establishing the Consti- 
tution, what restrictions were laid upon the 
people? Absolutely no human power be- 
yond themselves. No barriers confined 
them but the laws of nature, the laws of 
God, their love of justice, and their as- 
pirations for liberty. Over that limitless 
expanse they ranged at will, and out of such 
materials as their wisdom selected they 
built the stately fabric of our Government. 
That Constitution, with its amendments, is 
the latest and the greatest utterance of 
American sovereignty. The hour is now at 
hand when that majestic sovereign, for the 
benignant purpose of securing still further 
the ^^ blessings of liberty," is about to put 
forth another oracle ; is about to declare 
that universal freedom shall be the supreme 
law of the land. Show me the power that 
is authorized to forbid it. 

The lapse of eighty years has not abated 
one jot or tittle from the original sovereignty 
of the American people. They made the 
Constitution what it is. They could have 
made it otherwise then ; they can make it 
otherwise now. 

But my colleague [Mr. Pendleton] has 
planted himself on the intent of the Consti- 
tution. On that point I ask him by what 
means the will of this Nation reaches the cit- 
izen with its obligations ? Only as that will 
is revealed in the logical and grammatical 
meaning of the words and phrases of the 
written Constitution. Beyond this there la, 
there can be, no legal force or potency. If 
the amending power granted in the Consti- 
tution be in any way abridged or restricted, 
such restriction must be found in the Just 
meaning of the instrument itself. Any other 
doctrine would overthrow the whole fabric 
of jurisprudence. What are the limitations 
of the amending power ? Plainly and only 
these : 

That no amendment which may be made prior 
to the year 1808 shall in any manner affect the 
first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the 
first article ; and that no State without its consent 
shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the Sen- 
ate. — Article V, 

The first restriction, being bounded by the 
year 1808, is of course /t^rictv* officio^ and no 
longer operative; the last is still binding. 
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The gentleman [Mr. Pendleton] does not 
elaim that any other sentence is restrictive ; 
bat he woold have us helieve there is sorae- 
thiog not written down, a tertium quid^ a 
kind of exhalation rising out of the depths 
of the Oonstitation, that has the power of 
itself to stay the hand of the people of this 
great Repnhlic in their attempt to pat away 
an evil that is deleterious to the Nation^s life. 
He would lead us in pursuit of these intan- 
gible shadows, would place us in the domin- 
ion of vague, invisible powers that exhale 
like odors from the Constitution, but are 
more potent than the Oonstitution itself. 
Soeh an ignig fatuu$ I am not disposed to 
Mow, especially when it leads to a hopeful 
fiitore for human slavery. 

I oan not agree with my colleague, and 
the distinguished gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Boutwell], who unite in de- 
claring that no amendment to the Constitu- 
tion can be made which would be in conflict 
with its objects as declared in the preamble. 
What special inmiunity was granted to that 
first paragraph ? Could not our forefathers 
have adopted a different preamble in the 
beginning? Could they not have employed 
other words and declared other objects as 
the basis of their Oonstitution ? If they could 
have made a diflTcrent preamble, declaring 
other and different objects, so can we now 
declare other objects in our amendments. 
The preamble is itself amendable just as is 
every clause of the Constitution, excepting 
only the ones already referred to. 

But this point is not necessary in the 
ease we are now considering. We need no 
change of the preamble to enable us to abol- 
ish davery. It is only by the final over- 
throw of slavery that the objects of the 
preamble can be fully realized. By that 
means alone oan we ^* establish justice^ insure 
dofMitie tranquillity y and secure the hlessinga 
of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, ^^ 

The gentleman [Mr. Pendleton] puts an- 
other case which I wish to notice. He says 
that nine of the thirteen original colonies 
adoptod the Constitution, and by its very 
terms it was binding only on the nine. So 
if three fourths of the States should pass 
this amendment, it would not bind the other 
fourth. 

In commenting upon this clause, Jadge 



Tucker of Virginia, in his appendix to 
Blackstone, says that if the four colonies had 
not adopted the Constitution they would have 
been a foreign people. The writers of " The 
Federalist " hold a different doctrine, and faU 
back upon the original right of the nation to 
preserve itself, and say that the nine States 
would have had the right to compel the other 
four to come in. But the question is unim- 
portant from the fact that they did come in 
and adopt the Constitution. The contract 
once ratified, and obligations once taken, 
they became an integral part of an indivisi- 
ble nation, as indivisible as a State. 

The argument is irrelevant ; for the mode 
of adopting the Constitution is one thing ; 
the mode pointed out in the Constitution 
for adopting amendments to it is quite an- 
other. The two have no necessary relation 
to each other. 

I therefore agree with my colleague from 
the Columbus district [Mr. Cox], that except 
in the two cases of limitation, two thirds of 
Congress and three fourths of the States can 
do anything in the way of amendment, being 
bound only by their sense of duty to God 
and the country. The field is then fully 
open before us. 

On the justice of the amendment itself 
no arguments are necessary. The reasons 
crowd in on every side. To enumerate them 
would be a work of superfiuity. To me it is 
a matter of great surprise that gentlemen on 
the other side should wish to delay the death 
of slavery. I can only account for it on the 
ground of long-continued familiarity and 
friendship. I should be glad to hear them 
say of slavery, their beloved, as did the jeal- 
ous Moor : 

" Yet she must die, else sbeUl betray more men." 

Ilas she not betrayed and slain men 
enough ? Are they not strewn over a thou- 
sand battle-fields? Is not this Moloch al- 
ready gorged with the bloody feast? Its 
best friends know that its final hour is fast 
approaching. The avenging gods are on its 
track. Their feet are not now, as of old, 
shod with wool, for slow and stately step- 
ping, but winged like Mercury^s to bear the 
swift message of vengeance. No human 
power can avert the final catastrophe. 

I did not intend, Mr. Speaker, ever again 
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to address the Honse on the subject of slav- 
ery. I had hoped we might, without a 
struggle, at once and for ever remove it from 
the theatre of American politics, and turn 
our thoughts to those other and larger fields 
now opening before us. But when I saw 
the bold and determined efforts put forth in 
this House yesterday for its preservation, I 
could not resist my inclination to strike one 
blow, in the hope of hastening its doom. 



III. 

THE REVIVED DOCTRINE OF STATE 
SOVEREIGNTY. 

In the Mouse of Representatives^ June 27^ 

1879. 

Ths House being in Oommittee of the 
Whole on the Marshals Appropriation Bill, 
Mr. Gkirfield said : 

Mr. Ohairman: *'To this favor" it has 
oome at last. The great fleet that set out 
on the 18th of March, with all its freightage 
and armament, is so shattered that now all 
the valuables it carried are embarked in 
this little craft, to meet whatever fate the 
sea and the storm may offer. This little bill 
contains the residuum of almost everything 
that has been the subject of controversy at 
the present session. I will not discuss it in 
detail, but will speak only of its central fea- 
ture, and especially of the opinions which 
the discussion of that feature has brought to 
the surface during the present session. The 
majority in this Congress have adopted 
what I consider very extreme and dangerous 
opinions on certain important constitutional 
questions. They have not only drifted back 
to their old attitude on the subject of State 
sovereignty, but they have pushed that doc- 
trine much further than most of their pred- 
ecessors ever went before, except daring the 
period immediately preceding the late war. 

So extreme are some of these utterances, 
that nothing short of actual quotations from 
the record will do their authors justice. I 
therefore shall read several extracts from de- 
bates at the present session of Congress, and 
group them in the order of the topics dis- 
cussed. 

Senator Wallace ("Congressional Rec- 
ord," June 8d, pp. 8 and 5) says : 



The Federal Government has no Toters ; it can 
make none, it can constitutionally control none. 
. . . When it asserts the power to create and hold 
" naiumal eUdion*^'' or to regulate the conduct of 
the voter on election day, or to m^intiiin equal 
miffrage^ it tramples under foot the very basis of 
the Federal system, and seeks to build a consoli- 
dated government from a democratic republic. 
This is the plain purpose of the men now in con- 
trol of the Federal Govemment, and to this end 
the teachings of leading Republicans now are 
shaped. 

There are no national voters. Voters who 
vote for national representatives are qualified by 
State constitutions and State laws, and national 
dtizenship is not required of a voter of the State 
by any provision of the Federal Constitution nor 
in practice. 

If there be such a thing, then, as a " national 
election,'* it wants the first element of an election 
— a national voter. The Federal Government, or 
(if it suits our friends on the other side better) 
the Nation, has no voters. It can not create them, 
it can not qualify them. 

Representative CJlark, of Missouri (" Rec- 
ord," April 26th, p. 60), says : 

The United States has no voters. 

Senator Maxey, Texas (" Record," April 
21st, p. 72), says : 

It follows as surely as " grass grows and water 
runs " that, under our Constitution, the entire con- 
trol of elections must be under the State whoee 
voters assemble ; whose right to vote is not drawn 
from the Constitution of the United States, but 
existed and was freely exercised long before its 
adoption. 

Senator Williams, Kentucky (" Record," 
April 25th, p. 8), says : 

The Legislatures of the States and the people 
of the several districts are the constituency of 
Senators and Representatives in Gongress. They 
receive their commissions from the Governor, and 
when they resign (which is very seldom) they send 
their resignations to the Governor, and not to the 
President. They are State officers, and not Fed- 
eral officers. 

Senator Why to ("Record," May 2l8t, 
p. 14) says : 

There are no elections of United States officers 
and no voters of the United States. The voters 
are voters of the States, they are the people of 
the States, and their members of the House of 
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BqpraBentotiyeB are chosen by the electors of the 
States to represent the people of the States, 
wlioae agents they are. 

Mr. HoLaks : Do I understand him to say that 
the Goremment of the United States has the 
right to keep the peace anywhere vrithin a State ? 
Do I understand him to say that there is any 
^'pesoe of the United States** at all recognized 
by the Supreme Court of the United States f 

Vr. Robkson: Certainly I do.— (" Record," 
AprU 4th, p. 14.) 

Mr. McLane (" Record," April 4th, p. 15) 
says: 

I belicTe that the provision of law which we 
are about to repeal is unconstitutional ; that is to 
aay, that it is unconstitutional for the United 
States to **keep the peace** anywhere in the 
States, dther at the polls or elsewhere; and 
if it were constitutional, I believe, in common 
with gentlemen on this side of the House, that it 
would be highly inexpedient to exercise that 
power. ... 

When that law used the phrase " to keep the 
peace,** it could only mean the peace of the 
States. . . . 

It is not a possible thing to have a breach of 
the Umted States peace at the polls. 

Seoator Whyte ("Record," May 21st, p. 
18) says : 

Sovereignty is lodged with the States, where 
it liad its home long before the Constitution was 
created. The Constitution is the creature of that 
sovereignty. The Federal Government has no 
inlierent sovereignty. All its sovereign powers 
are drawn from the States. 

Tlie States were in existence long before the 
Union, and the latter took its birth from their 
power. 

The State governments are supreme, by in- 
lierent power originally conceded to them by the 
people, as to the control of local legislation and 
administration. The Federal Government has no 
part or lot in this vast mass of inherent sovereign 
power, and its interference therewith is utterly 
mwarrantable. 

Senator Wallace (" Record," June 3d, pp. 
8 and 4) says: 

Thns we have every branch of the Federal 
Govenunent, House, Senate, the Executive and 
Judiciary Departments, standing upon the State 
governments, and all resting finally upon the peo- 
ple of the States, qualified as voters by State Con- 
stitations and State laws. 



Senator Whyte (" Record," May 21st, p. 
15) says: 

No, Mr. President ; it never was declared that 
we were a Nation. 

Ih the formation and adoption of the Consti- 
tution the States were the factors. 

These are the declarations of seven dis- 
tinguished members of the present Congress. 
The doctrines set forth in the above qnota- 
tions may be fairly regarded as the doctrines 
of the Democracy as represented in this 
Capitol. 

Let me summarize them : First, there are 
no national elections; second, the United 
States has no voters ; third, the States have 
the exclusive right to control all elections of 
members of Congress ; fourth, the Senators- 
and Representatives in Congress are State 
officers, or, as they have been called during 
the present session, *' ambassadors ** or 
"agents" of the State; fifth, the United 
States has no authority to keep the peace 
anywhere within a State, and, in fact, has 
no peace to keep ; sixth, the United States 
is not a Nation endowed with sovereign pow- 
er, but is a confederacy of States ; seventh, 
the States are sovereignties possessing in- 
herent supreme powers ; they are older than 
the Union, and as independent sovereignties 
the State governments created the Union and 
determined and limited the powers of the 
General Government. 

These declarations embody the sum total 
of the constitutional doctrines which the 
Democracy has avowed during this extra 
session of Congress. They form a body of 
doctrines which I do not hesitate to say are 
more extreme than was ever before held on 
this, subject, except, perhaps, at the very 
crisis of secession and rebellion. 

And they have not been put forth as ab- 
stract theories of government. True to the 
lope of their convictions, the majority have 
sought to put them in practice by affirmative 
acts of legislation. 

Let me enumerate these attempts. First, 
they have denounced as unconstitutional all i 
attempts of the United States to supervise, 
regulate, or protect national elections, and 
have tried to repeal all laws on the national 
statute-book enacted for that purpose. Seo- 
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ond, following the advice given by Calhoan 
in his political testament to his party, they 
have tried to repeal all those portions of the 
venerated Judiciary Act of 1789, the Act of 
1833 against nullification, the Act of 1861, 
and the acts amendatory thereof, which pro- 
vide for carrying to the Supreme Court of 
the United States all controversies that re- 
late to the duties and authority of any officer 
acting under the Constitution and laws of 
the United States. Third, they have at- 
tempted to prevent the President from en- 
forcing the laws of tlie Union, by refusing 
necessary supplies, and by forbidding the use 
of the army to suppress violent resistance to 
the laws, by which, if they had succeeded, 
they would have left the citizens and the 
authorities of the States free to obey or dis- 
obey the laws of the Union as they might 
choose. 

This, I believe, Mr. Chairman, is a fair 
summary both of the principles and the at- 
tempted practice to which the mtyority of 
this House has treated the country during 
the extra session. 

Before quitting this topic, it is worth 
while to notice the fact that the attempt 
made in one of the bills now pending in this 
House, to curtail the jurisdiction of the na- 
tional courts, is in the direct line of the 
teachings of John 0. Calhoun. In his " Dis- 
course on the Constitution and Government 
of the United States," published by authority 
of the Legislature of South Carolina in 1851, 
he sets forth at great length the doctrine 
that ours is not a National Government, but 
a confederacy of sovereign States, and then 
proceeds to point out what he considers the 
dangerous departures which the Government 
has made from his theory of the Constitu- 
tion. 

The first and most dangerous of these de- 
partures he declares to be the adoption of 
the twenty-fifth section of the Judiciary Act 
of 1789, by which appeals were authorized 
from the judgments of the supreme courts of 
the States to the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States. lie declares that section of the 
act unconstitutional, because it makes the 
supreme court of a " sovereign " State subor- 
dinate to the judicial power of the United 
States; and he recommends his followers 
never to rest until they have repealed, not 



only that section, but also what he calls the 
still more dangerous law of 1833, which for- 
bids the courts of the States to sit in judg- 
ment on the acts of an officer of the United 
States done in pursuance of national law. 
The present Congress has won the unenvi- 
able distinction of making the first attempt, 
since the death of Calhoun, to revive and 
put in practice his disorganizing and destmo- 
tive theory of government 

Firmly believing that these doctrines and 
attempted practice of the present Congress 
are erroneous and pernicious, I will state 
briefly the counter-propositions : 

I affirm: first, that the Constitation of 
the United States was not created by the 
governments of the States, but was ordained 
and established by the only sovereign in 
this country — the common superior of both 
the States and the Nation — the people them- 
selves; second, that the United States is a 
Nation, having a Government whose powers, 
as defined and limited by the Constitution, 
operate upon all the States in their corporate 
capacity and upon all the people; third, 
that by its legislative, executive, and jndidal 
authority the Nation is anned with adequate 
power to enforce all the provisions of the 
Constitution against all opposition of indi- 
viduals or of States, at all times and all 
places within the Union. 

These are broad propositions ; and I 
take the few minutes remaining to de- 
fend them. The constitutional history of 
this country, or, rather, the history of sov- 
ereignty and government in this conntry, 
is comprised in four sharply defined 
epochs : 

First. Prior to the 4th day of July, 1776, 
sovereignty, so far as it can be affimaed of 
this country, was lodged in the crown of 
Great Britain. Every member of every 
colony (the colonists were not citiaEeiis, 
but subjects) drew his legal rights from the 
crown of Great Britain, "Every acre of 
land in this country was then held mediately 
or immediately by grants from that crown/' 
and " all the civil authority then existing 
or exercised here fiowed from the bead of 
the British empire." 

Second. On the 4th day of July, 1778, 
the people of these colonies, asserting their 
natural inherent right as sovereigns, with* 
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dreir th« aovereignty from tbe crown of 
QcMt Britain, and reserved it to themselveB. 
In 10 &r fts tliej' delegated this Dational 
tatbaritj at all, tliej delegated it to the 
GoBtinental Congrew asBembled at Philadel- 
pliia. That CungreM bj general conaeot 
became the anpreme Government of this 
conutrj — eiecative, judicial, and legialative 
ID one. During tlie whole of ita existence 
it wielded the enpreme power of the new 

lUrd. OntheUtdayof March,176I,the 
tune sovereign power, the people, withdrew 
the anthority from tbe Continental Congress, 
ud lodged it, bo far as the; lodged it at all, 
with tbe Confederation, which, though a 
leagne of States, waa declared to be a per- 
petiul nnion. 

Fonrth. When at last onr fathers found 
the Confederation too weak and inefficient 
for the pnrposes of a great nation, the; abol- 
ished it, and lodged tbe national anthorit;, 
enlarged and strengthened hj new powers, 
in the Constitntion of the United States, 
where, in spite of all assaults, it still remains. 
All the»e great acts were done b; tbe only 
■overeign in this Republic, the people them- 

That no one ma; charge that I pervert 
hiator; to sustain m; own theories, I call at- 
tention to the fact that not one of the colonies 
declared itself free and independent Neither 
Virginia nor Massachusetts threw off ita 
allegianoe to the British crown as a colon;. 
Tbe great declaration was mode not eves bj 
all the colonies as colonies, hut it was mnde 
in the name and by authorit; of "all the 
good people of the colonies" as one people. 

Let me fortify this position by a great 
uune that will shine for ever in tbe constel- 
lation of our Southern sky— the name of 
Charles Cotes worth Fiuckncy of South 
Carolina. He was a leading member of the 
ConstitnUonal Convention of 1767, and also 
■ memher of the Convention of South Caro- 
lina which ratified tbe Constitutioo. In this 
latter Convention the doctrine ot State sov- 
ereignty found a few champions; and tbeir 
attempt to prevent the adoption of tbe Con- 
stitution, because it established a supreme 
National Goveraineat, was rebuked b; bim 
in these memorable words. I quote from 
his spMch as recorded in Elliott's " Debates ": 



This admirablo mBnircBto, which, for JmpoF- 
tance of matter and elegance of composilion, 
elands unrivaled, suScIcntl; confutes tbo honor- 
able gentlemBti'H doctrine of the individual sov- 
ereignty and independence of the scTenl States. 
In that declaration tbe several States are not 
CTcn enumerated, but after reciting, in nervous 
language, and vith convincing arguments, oar 
right to independence, and the t;nu]ny which 
compelled us la usert it, the declaration is made 
in the following words : " We, therefore, the rep- 
resentatives ot the United Sutes ot America, 
in General Congress assembled, appealing to the 
Supreeie Judge of the world for the rcclitudo of 
our intentions, do in the name, and by the author- 
ity, of the good people of these colonies, solemnly 
publish and declare Ibst these united colonies are, 
end ot right ought to be, free and independent 
States," 

The separate independence and individual sov. 
ereignt; ot the several States were never thought of 
by the enlightened band of patriots who framed 
this declaration. The sevenl States ara not even 
mentioned by name in an; part of it, as if it waa 
intended to impress this maxim on America, that 
our freedom and Independence arose from our 
union, and thst without it vc could neitbcr be 
free nor independent. Let us, then, consider all 
attempts to weaken this union b; maintaining 
that cacb is teparatel; and indiriduall; indepen- 
dent as a species of political heresy, which can 
never benefit us, but may biing on us the nuMt 
scriooB distresses. 

For a fbrther and equally poworfnl vindi- 
cation of the same view, I refer to the " Com- 
mentaries" of Justice Story, vol. i, p. 197. 

In this same connection, and as a per- 
tinent and effective response to the Demo- 
cratio doctrines under review, I quote from 
the first Annual Message of Abraham Lin- 
coin, than whom no man of our generation 
studied the origin of the Union more pro- 
fonndl;. He said : 

Our States have neither more nor less power 
than that resened to tliem in the Union b; the 
Constitution, no one of tbem ever having been a 
StatcoHiof the Union. Tbe original ones passed 
into the Union even be/ort they cast off tbeir 
British colonial dependence, and tbe new ones 
each come Into the Union directly from a condi- 
tion of dependence, eieeptlng Texas. And CTcn 
Tcias, In its tempornr; independence, was never 
designated a Stale. Tbe new ones only look the 
designation of States on comini; into the Onion, 
while that name was first adopted for the old ones 
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by tho Declaration of Independence. Therein 
the " united colonies " were declared to be " free 
and independent States " ; but, even then, the ob- 
ject plainly was not to declare their independence 
of one another^ or of the Union, but directly the 
contrary, as their mutual pledge and their mutual 
action before, at the time, and afterward abun- 
dantly show 

The States have their status in the Union, and 
they have no other legal status. If they break 
from this, they can only do so against law and by 
revolution. The Union, and not themselves sep- 
arately, procured their independence and their 
liberty. By conquest or purchase, the Union 
gave each of them whatever of independence and 
liberty it has. The Union is older than any of 
the States, and in fact it created them as States. 
Originally some dependent colonies made the 
Union, and in turn the Union threw off their old 
dependence for them and made them States, such 
as they are. Not one of them ever had a State 
Constitution independent of the Union. Of course 
it is not forgotten that all the new States framed 
their Constitutions before they entered the- Union; 
nevertheless dependent upon and preparatory to 
coming into the Union. 

In further enforcemeDt of the doctrine 
that the State Governments were not the 
sovereigns who created this Government, I 
refer to the great decision of the Supreme 
Ooort of the United States in the case of 
Chisholm va. The State of Georgia, reported 
in 2 Dallas, a decision replete with the most 
enlightened national spirit, in which the 
Court stamps with its indignant condemna- 
tion the motion that the State of Georgia 
was " sovereign " in any sense that made it 
independent of or superior to the Nation. 

Mr. Justice Wilson said : 

As a judge of this Court I know, and can de- 
cide upon the knowledge, that the citizens of 
Georgia, when they acted upon the large scale 
of the Union as a part of the "people of the 
United States,'' did not surrender the supreme or 
sovereign power to that State ; but, as to the pur- 
poses of the Union, retained it to themselves. As 
to the purposes of the Union, therefore, Georgia 
is not a sovereign State. . . . 

Whoever considers in a combined and com- 
prehensive view the general texture of the Con- 
stitution will be satisfied that the people of the 
United States intended to form themselves into 
a nation for national purposes. They instituted 
for such purposes a National Government, com- 



plete in all its parts, with powers legislative, exe- 
cutive, and judiciary, and in all those powers ex- 
tending over the whole nation. Is it congruous 
that, with regard to such purposes, any man or 
body of men, any person, natural or artificial, 
should be permitted to claim successfully an en« 
tire exemption from the jurisdiction of the Na- 
tional Government ? 

Mr. Chairman, the dogma of State sov- 
ereignty, which has reawakened to such 
vigorous life in this chamber, has borne such 
bitter fruits and entailed such suffering upon 
our people that it deserves more particular 
notice. It should be noticed that the word 
'* sovereignty " can not be fitly applied to 
any government in this country. It is not 
found in our Constitution. It is a feudal 
word, bom of the despotism of the Middle 
Ages, and was unknown even in imperial 
Rome. A " sovereign " is a person, a prince, 
who has subjects that owe him allegiance. 
There is no one paramount sovereign in the 
United States. There is no person here who 
holds any title or authority whatever, except 
the ofliolal authority given him by law. 
Americans are not subjects, but citizens. 
Our only sovereign is the whole people. To 
talk about the ^* inherent sovereignty '' of a 
corporation — ^an artificial person — is to talk 
nonsense ; and we ought to reform oar habit 
of speech on that subject. 

But what do gentlemen mean when they 
tell us that a State is sovereign ? What does 
sovereignty mean in its accepted nse, but a 
political corporation having no superior! 
Is a State of this Union such a corporation? 
Let us test it by a few examples drawn from 
the Constitution. No State of this Union 
can make war or conclude a peace. With- 
out the consent of Congress it can not raise 
or support an army or a navy. It can not 
make a treaty with a foreign power, nor 
enter into any agreement or compact with 
another State. It can not levy imposts or 
duties on imports or exports. It can not 
coin money. It can not regulate commerce. 
It can not authorize a single ship to go 
into commission anywhere on the high seas; 
if it should, that ship would be seized as 
a pirate or confiscated by the laws of the 
United States. A State can not emit bills of 
credit. It can enact no law which makes 
anything but gold and silver a legal tender. 



GENERAL GARFIELDS SPEECHES. 



105 



It has no flag except the flag of the Union. 

And there are many other subjects on which 

the States are forbidden by the Constitution 

to legislate. 
How much inherent sovereignty is left in 

a corporation which is thus shorn of all these 

great attributes of sovereignty ? 

Bat this is not all. The Supreme Court 

of the United States may declare null and 
void any law or any clause of the Constitu- 
tion of a State which happens to be in con- 
flict with the Constitution and laws of the 
United States. Again, the States appear as 
plaintiffs aod defendants before the Supreme 
Court of the United States. They may sue 
each other ; and, until the Eleventh Amend- 
ment was adopted, a citizen might sue a 
State. These " sovereigns ^^ may all be sum- 
moned before their common superior to be 
judged. And yet they are endowed with 
supreme ioherent sovereignty I 

Again, the government of a State may be 
absolutely abolished by Congress, in case it 
is not republican in form. And, finally, to 
cap the climax of this absurd pretension, 
every right possessed by one of these " sov- 
ereign'' States, every inherent sovereign 
right, except the single right to equal repre- 
sentation in the Senate, may be taken away, 
without its consentj by the vote of two 
thirda of Congress and three fourths of the 
States. But, in spite of all these disabili- 
ties, we hear them paraded as independent, 
sovereign States, the creators of the Union 
and the dictators of its powers. How in- 
herently "sovereign" must be that State 
west of the Mississippi which the Nation 
bought and paid for with the public money, 
and permitted to come into the Union a half 
century after the Constitution was adopted ! 
And yet we are told that the States are in- 
herently sovereign and created the National 
Government. 

Bead a long line of luminous decisions of 
the Supreme Court. Take the life of Chief- 
Justice Marshall, that great judge, who 
found the Constitution paper and made it a 
power, who found it a skeleton and clothed 
it with flesh and blood. By his wisdom and 
genius he made it the potent and beneficent 
instrument for the government of a great 
nation. Everywhere he repelled the insid- 
ious and dangerous heresy of the sovereign- 



ty of the States in the sense in which it has 
been used in these debates. 

Half a century ago this heresy threatened 
the stability of the Nation. The eloquence 
of Webster and his compeers and the patri- 
otism and high courage of Andrew Jackson 
resisted and for a time destroyed its power ; 
but it continued to live as the evil genius, 
the incarnate devil, of America ; and in 1861 
it was the fatal phantom that lured eleven 
millions of our people into rebellion against 
their Government. Hundreds of thousands 
of those who took up arms against the Union 
stubbornly resisted all inducements to that 
fatal step until they were summoned by the 
authority of their States. 

The dogma of State sovereignty in alli- 
ance with chattel slavery finally made its 
appeal to that court of last resort where the 
laws are silent^ and where kings and nations 
appear in arms for judgment. In that awful 
court of war two questions were tried : Shall 
slavery live ? And is a State so sovereign 
that it may nullify the laws and destroy the 
Union ? Those two questions were tried on 
the thousand battle-fields of the war; and 
if war ever " legislates," as a leading Demo- 
crat of Ohio once wisely affirmed, then our 
war legislated finally upon those subjects, 
and determined, beyond all controversy, 
that slavery should never again live in this 
Republic, and that there is not sovereignty 
enough in any. State to authorize its people 
either to destroy the Union or nullify its 
laws. 

I am unwilling to believe that any con- 
siderable number of Americans will ever 
again push that doctrine to the same ex- 
treme ; and yet, in these summer months of 
1879, in the Congress of the reunited Nation, 
we find the majority drifting fast and far in 
the wrong direction, by reasserting much of 
that doctrine which the war ought to have 
settled for ever. And what is more lamen- 
table, such declarations as those which I read 
at the outset are finding their echoes in many 
portions of the country which were lately the 
theatre of war. No one can road the pro- 
ceedings at certain recent celebrations, with- 
out observing the growing determination to 
assert that the men who fought against the 
Union were not engaged in treasonable con- 
spiracy against the Nation, but that they did 
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right to fight for their States, and that, in 
the long run, the lost cause will be victori- 
ous. These indications are filling the people 
with anxiety and indignation ; and they are 
beginning to inquire whether the war has 
really settled these great questions. 

I remind gentlemen on the other side 
that we have not ourselves revived these 
issues. We had hoped they were settled be- 
yond recall, and that peace and friendship 
might be fully restored to our people. 

But the truth requires me to say that 
there is one indispensable ground of agree- 
ment on which alone we can stand together, 
and it is this : The war for the Union was 
right, everlastingly right; and the war 
against the Union was wrong, for ever 
wrong. However honest and sincere indi- 
viduals may have been, the secession was 
none the less rebellion and treason. We de- 
fend the States in the exercise of their many 
and important rights, and we defend with 
equal zeal the rights of the United States. 
The rights and authority of both were re- 
ceived from the people — ^the only source of 
inherent power. 

We insist not only that this is a Nation, 
but that the power of the Government, with- 
in its own prescribed sphere, operates 
directly upon the States and upon all the 
people. We insist that our laws shall be 
construed by our own courts and enforced 
by our Executive. Any theory which is in- 
consistent with this doctrine we will resist 
to the end. 

Applying these reflections to the subject 
of national elections embraced in this bill, I 
remind gentlemen that this is a National 
House of Representatives. The people of 
my Congressional district have a right to 
know that a man elected in New York city 
is elected honestly and lawfully ; for he joins 
in making laws for forty-five millions of 
people. Every citizen of the United States 
has an interest and a right in every election 
within the republic where national represen- 
tatives are chosen. We insist that these 
laws relating to our national elections shall 
be enforced, not nullified; shall remain on 
the statute-books, and not be repealed ; and 
that the jnst and legal supervision of these 
elections ought never again to be surren- 
dered by the Government of the United 



States. By our consent it never shall be 
surrendered. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, this biU is about to 
be launched upon its stormy passage. It 
goes not into unknown waters ; for its fel- 
lows have been wrecked in the same sea. 
Its short, disastrous, and, I may add, ig- 
noble voyage is likely to be straight to the 
bottom. 



In reply to Mr. Hurd, same day, Mr. 
Garfield said : 

Mr. Chairman: Two points were made 
by my colleague from Ohio [Mr. Hurd], to 
which I desire to call attention. To 
strengthen his podtion, that the United 
States has no voters, he has quoted, as other 
gentlemen have quoted, the case of Minor v$, 
Happersett, 21 Wallace, page 170. 

The question before the Court in that 
case was, whether a provision in the State 
Constitution which confines the right of vot- 
ing to male citizens of the United States is a 
violation of the Fourteenth Amendment of 
the Constitution. The Court decided that it 
was not ; and, in delivering his opinion, the 
Chief Justice took occasion to say that ** the 
United States has no voters in the States, of 
its own creation." Now, all the gentlemen 
on the other side who have quoted this de- 
cision, have left out the words ^'^ iU awn 
ereation,^^ which makes a very essential dif- 
ference. The Constitution of the United 
States declares who shall vote for members 
of Congress, and it adopts the great body of 
voters whose qualifications may be or have 
been prescribed by the laws of the States. 
The power of adaption is no less a great 
governmental power than the power of 
creation. 

But the second point to which I wisih to 
refer, and which has been made by Beveral 
gentlemen, and very markedly by my col- 
league [Mr. Hurd], is this: He says that 
the contemporaneous construction of that 
clause of the Constitution which provides 
that Congress may at any time make or alter 
the regulations in regard to the time, place, 
and manner of holding elections, has deter- 
mined that Congress can never exercise that 
right so long as the States make provisions 
for it. So long as the States do not neglect 
or refuse to act, or are not prevented by re- 
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bellion or war from acting, it was their ez« 
clnsive right to control the subject. That is 
what my colleague says. That is what is 
said in/' The Record " of June 8d by a distin- 
guished member of the Senate. 

''Now, mark how plain a tale shall put that 
down." 

On the 21st day of August, 1789, in the 
first House of Kepresentatives that ever met, 
Mr. Burke, a member from South Carolina, 
offered the following as one of the amend- 
ments to the Constitution. I will read it : 

The Congress shall not alter, modify, or in- 
terfere in the times, plaoes, or manner of holding 
ekodons of Senators or Representatiyes, except 
when any State shall refuse or neglect, or be im- 
able by invaaion or rebellion, to make such elec- 
tions. 

That was the very proposition which my 
colleague says is the meaning of the Consti- 
tution as it now stands. This amendment 
was offered in a House of Representatives 
nearly one half of whose membership was 
made up of men who were in the Conven- 
tion that framed the Constitution. That 
amendment was debated; and I hold in my 
hand the brief record of the debate. Fisher 
Ames of Massachusetts, approving of the 
clause as it now stands, said : 

He thought this one of the most justifiable of 
all the powers of Congress. It was essential to 
a body representing the whole community that 
they should have power to regulate their own 
elections, in order to secure a representation from 
every part, and prevent any improper regulations, 
calculated to answer party purposes only. It is 
a Boledsm in politics to let others judge for them, 
md is a departure from the principles upon which 
the Constitution was founded. ... He thought 
no Legislature was without the power to deter- 
mine the mode of its own appointment; . . . that 
sadi an amendment as was now proposed would 
titer the Constitution ; it would vest the supreme 
anthority in places where it was never contem- 
plated. 

Mr. Madison was willing to make every 
amendment that was required by the States 
which did not tend to destroy the principles and 
efficacy of the Constitution; he conceived that 
the proposed amendment would have that ten- 
dency; he was therefore opposed to it. 

Mr. Sherman observed that the Convention 
very unanimoos in passing this clause ; that 



it was an important provision, and if it was re- 
signed it would tend to subvert the Government. 
Mr. Goodhue hoped the amendment never 
would obtain. . . . Now, rather than this amend- 
ment should take affect, he would vote agunst 
all that had been agreed to. His greatest appre- 
hensions were that the State Governments would 
oppose and thwart the general one to such a de- 
gree as finally to overturn it. Now, to guard 
against this evil, he wished the Federal Govern- 
ment to possess every power necessary to its ex- 
istence. 

After a full debate, in which the doc- 
trine of State Rights was completely over- 
whelmed so far as this subject was con- 
cerned, the vote was taken, and 23 voted in 
favor of the amendment and 28 voted 
against it It did not get even a majority, 
much less a two-thirds vote, in the House ; 
and it never was called up in the Senate at 
all. 

Now, who were the men that voted 
against it ? Let me read some of their hon- 
ored names : Fisher Ames of Massachusetts ; 
Charles Carroll of Carrollton; Clymer of 
Pennsylvania, whoso distinguished descen- 
dant is a member of this House ; Fitzsim- 
mons of Pennsylvania; Muhlenberg of 
Pennsylvania, who was Speaker of the first 
House of Representatives; Lee and Madi- 
son of Virginia ; Trumbull and Sherman of 
Connecticut — all these great names are re- 
corded against the very construction of the 
Constitution which my colleague defends as 
the correct interpretation of tlie existing 
clause on that subject. That is all I desire 
to say. 



rv. 

THE CIVIL SERVICE. 

From a Speech made in the House of Repre^ 
sentativesj March i^ 1870. 

I concur in the expression of my friend 
from Indiana [Mr. Niblack] that the Repub- 
lican party must stand by its own conduct, 
and I desire to call the attention of the Chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations 
[Mr. Dawes] to a measure of economy and 
reform to which he may, with great pro- 
priety, direct his efforts, and in which I have 
no doubt he will have the hearty coOpera- 
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tion of the President and the execative 
departments, and the gratitude of all good 
men. I refer to our civil service. I shall 
not now enter that broad field which my 
distinguished friend from Rhode Island [Mr. 
Jenckes] has occupied, but I call atten- 
tion to the fact that our whole civil ser- 
vice is costing us far too much. Secretary 
McOulloch once made this remarkable state- 
ment: 

If you will give me one half what it costs to 
run the Treasury Department of the United States, 
I will do all its work better than it is now done, 
and make a great fortune out of what I can save. 

The same might be said of all our execu- 
tive departments. And if there is one thing 
to which my distinguished friend from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Dawes] can devote his atten- 
tion with most marked results, with the ap- 
plause of this House and of New Ilampshire 
and of the whole country, it is the reorgani- 
zation of these departments. 

In the Annual Report of the Secretary of 
the Interior there is a passage which should 
be commended to every member of this 
House. That officer says that he can do 
the work of his department with two thirds 
of the force which he now has under his 
control, if you will only give him a reason- 
able and wise organization. I quote his 
words : 

The first measure of reform is to raise the 
standard of qualification, make merit as tested by 
the duty performed the sole ground of promotion, 
and secure to the faithful incumbent the same 
permanence of employment that is given to offi- 
cers of the army and navy. Under the present 
system the general conviction among the clerks and 
employees is that the retention of their places de- 
pends much more upon the political influence they 
can command than upon energy or zeal in the 
performance of duty. After a careful examina- 
tion of the subject, I am fully persuaded that the 
measure I have suggested would have enabled 
this department to do the work of the past fiscal 
, year with a corps of clerks one third less in num- 
ber than were found necessarv. 

I believe I am right in saying that one 
half of all that great army of clerks em- 
ployed in the civil departments are engaged 
in the mere business of copying ; not in the 
use of judgment or expert knowledge of 
business, nor the application of the law to 



the a^'ustment of accounts ; but to the mere 
manual labor of copying, filing, or counting. 

Now, to do just such work as this, men 
can be hired all over the country for six or 
eight hundred dollars a year. Every bnsineas 
man knows that he can get a good, eflScient 
copying clerk at that rate. But, without any 
rational organization, wo are paying that 
whole class of employees at least double what 
they can get elsewhere. The whole business 
of civil appointments depends upon that 
vague, uncertain, intangible thing called po- 
litical influence. 

Take the messenger service in these vari- 
ous departments. I saw a man in one of 
the departments this morning whose whole 
business is to sit at a door and open it when 
people come in and shut it when they go out, 
and occasionally to run into an ofiSce a few 
feet distant. Under our laws these messen- 
gers get eight hundred dollars a year, and if 
they were to go to any business man in this 
city they could not get half the money from 
him for the same kind of service. 

We employ common laborers in our ex- 
ecutive departments, to do work for which 
we pay them twice or more than twice as 
much as they can get anywhere else in the 
country where they are paid at the current 
rate of wages. In doing so we demoralize 
the whole system of labor. We pick one 
man out of a thousand and give him triple 
wages, thus making all the rest discontented 
office-seekers. Now, who is at fault in this? 
Not the President of the United States, not 
the Secretary of the Treasury, not the head 
of any Department of this Administration — 
not any or all of these, exclusively or main- 
ly. The fault lies here, fellow citizens of 
the House of Representatives ; here with ns 
and our legislation. We make the laws ; we 
fix the rates of wages ; we render working- 
men discontented with ordinary gains, by 
picking out and promoting in an unreason- 
able and exceptional way the few men we 
hire, and they hold their places at our mercy 
and at our caprice. They are liable at any 
moment to be pushed aside for another favor- 
ite. Their Service is miserable for its uncer- 
tainty. It tends to take away their indepen- 
dence and manliness, and make them the 
mere creatures of those in power. 

We do all this ourselves ; we go, man by 
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man, to the heads of these several depart- 
ments, and say, " Here is a friend of mine ; 
give him a place.'* We press such appoint- 
ments upon the departments ; we crowd the 
doors; we fill the corridors; Senators and 
Representatives throng the offices and bu- 
reaos nntil the pnblic business is obstructed, 
the patience of officers is worn out, and 
sometimes, for fear of losing their places by 
our inflnence, they at last give way and ap- 
point men, not because they are fit for the 
positions, but because we ask it. There, Mr. 
Chairman, is, in my own judgment, tbe true 
field for retrenchment and reform. I believe 
that we can, at almost half the present cost, 
manage all these departments better than 
they are now managed if we adopt a judi- 
cious system of civil service. There are 
scores of auditing and accounting officers, 
heads of bureaus and divisions, there are 
clerks charged with qtuisi judicial functions, 
through whose hands pass millions in a day, 
and npon whose integrity and ability the 
revenues of the nation largely depend, who 
are receiving far less than the railroad, tele- 
graph, insurance, manufacturing, and other 
companies pay for services far less responsi- 
ble. Such officers we do not pay the mar- 
ket value of their services. When we find 
that the duties of any office demand ability, 
cultivation, and experience, let a liberal sal- 
ary be given in order to procure the services 
of the best man ; and for the mere manual 
dntles of these civil departments, let us get 
men for the market price. 

Now, sir, what do wo see ? The Repub- 
lican party is not moving forward to make 
thb needed change. The Democratic party 
18 not moving forward to make it. We are 
tiyojing these privileges, so called, and our 
political opponents are waiting and watching 
and hoping for the time to come when they 
can do the same — when we shall be out of 
power, and they shall come in, to do the same 
miserable work of ousting and appointing 
which we are called upon to do year after 
year. Now, in the name of justice, in the 
name of economy, let us take hold of this 
matter, and sustain the Secretary of the In- 
terior in the kind of work which he is doing, 
and help all the other departments to follow 
his example. Some one may say, " That is 
very fine talk; show us the practice.^' I 



will tell you about the practice. The Patent 
Office of the Interior Department has during 
a whole year been conducted in part on the 
plan I am here advocating. No man, so far 
as I know, has been appointed to service in 
that bureau except on a strict competitive 
examination. The result is that we see in 
the management of the Patent Office marked 
efficiency and economy. But what can a 
department do, what can a bureau do, with 
the whole weight of Congressional influence 
pressing for the appointment of men because 
they are our friends ? In this direction is 
the true line of statesmanship, the true path 
of economy. I will follow cheerfully in the 
steps of my distinguished friend whenever 
he leads toward genuine economy. Let us 
take this great subject in hand, and it can be 
settled in a very few weeks. 



V. 

CONGRESS AND THE EXECUTIVE. 

Drom " A Century of Oongress,^^ in ** The 
Atlantic Monthly,^^ July^ 1877, 

This brings me to consider the present 
relations of Congress to the other great de- 
partments of the Government, and to the 
people. The limits of this article will permit 
no more than a glance at a few principal 
heads of inquiry. 

In the main, the balance of powers so ad- 
mirably adjusted and distributed among the 
three great departments of the Government 
has been safely preserved. It was the pur- 
pose of our fathers to lodge absolute power 
nowhere ; to leave each department indepen- 
dent within its own sphere, yet, in every 
case, responsible for the exercise of its dis- 
cretion. But some dangerous innovations 
have been made. 

And, first, the appointing power of the 
President has been seriously encroached upon 
by Congress, or rather by the members of 
Congress. Curiously enough, this encroach-' 
ment originated in the act of the Chief Ex- 
ecutive himself. The fierce popular hatred 
of the Federal party, which resulted in the 
elevation of Jefferson to the Presidency, led 
that officer to set the first example of remov- 
ing men from office on account of political 
opinions. For political causes alone he re- 
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moved a considerable number of officers 
who had recently been appointed by Presi- 
dent Adams, and thus set the pernicious ex- 
ample. His immediate successors made only 
a few removals for political reasons. But 
Jackson made his political opponents who 
were in office feel the fuU weight of his ex- 
ecutive hand. From that time forward the 
civil offices of the Government became the 
prizes for which political parties strove ; and, 
twenty- five years ago, the corrupting doc- 
trine that " to the victors belong the spoils " 
was shamelessly announced as an article 
of political faith and practice. It is hard- 
ly possible to state with adequate force 
the noxious influence of this doctrine. It 
was bad enough when the Federal officers 
numbered no more than eight or ten thou- 
sand; but now, when the growth of the 
country, and the great increase in the num- 
ber of public offices occasioned by the late 
war, have swelled the civil list to more than 
eighty thousand, and to the ordinary motives 
for political strife this vast patronage is of- 
fered as a reward to the victorious party, 
the magnitude of the evil can hardly be 
measured. The public mind has, by degrees, 
drifted into an acceptance of this doctrine ; 
and thus an election has become a fierce, 
selfish struggle between the " ins " and the 
"outs," the one striving to keep and the 
other to gain the prize of office. It is not 
possible for any President to select, with any 
degree of intelligence, so vast an army of of- 
fice-holders without the aid of men who are 
acquainted with the people of the various 
sections of the country. And thus it has be- 
come the habit of Presidents to make most 
of their appointments on the recommenda- 
tion of members of Congress. During the 
last twenty-five years it has been under- 
stood, by the Congress and the people, that 
offices are to be obtained by the aid of Sen- 
ators and Representatives, who thus become 
the dispensers, sometimes the brokers, of 
patronage. The members of State Legisla- 
tures who choose a Senator, and the district 
electors who choose a Representative, look 
to the man of their choice for appointments 
to office. Thus, from the President down- 
ward, through all the grades of official au- 
thority, to the electors themselves, civil of- 
fice becomes a vast corrupting power, to be 



used in running the machine of party poli- 
tics. 

This evil has been greatly aggravated by 
the passage of the Tenure of Office Act of 
1867, whose object was to restrain President 
Johnson from making removals for political 
cause. But it has virtually resolted in tbe 
usurpation by the Senate of a large share 
of the appointing power. The President 
can remove no officer without the consent of 
the Senate; and such consent is not often 
given, nnless the appointment of the suc- 
cessor nominated to fill the proposed vacancy 
is agreeable to the Senator in whose State 
the appointee resides. Thus, it has happened 
that a policy, inaugurated by an early Presi- 
dent, has resulted in seriously crippling the 
just powers of the Executive, and has placed 
in the hands of Senators and Representatives 
a power most corrupting and dangerous. 

Not the least serious evil resulting from 
this invasion of the Executive functions by 
members of Congress is the fact that it 
greatly impairs their own usefulness as leg- 
islators. One third of the working hours 
of Senators and Representatives is hardly 
sufficient to meet the demands made upon 
them in reference to appointments to office. 
The spirit of that clause of the Constitution 
which shields them from arrest " during their 
attendance on the session of their respective 
Houses, and in going to and from the same,** 
should also shield them from being arrested 
from their legislative work, morning, noon, 
and night, by office-seekers. To sum op in 
a word : the present system invades the in- 
dependence of the Executive, and makes 
him less responsible for the character of his 
appointments; it impairs the efficiency of 
the legislator by diverting him from bis 
proper sphere of duty, and involving bim in 
the intrigues of aspirants for office ; it de- 
grades the civil service itself by destroying 
the personal independence of those who are 
appointed ; it repels from the service those 
high and manly qualities which are ao neces- 
sary to a pure and efficient administration ; 
^d, finally, it debauches the public mind by 
holding up public office as the reward of 
mere party zeal. 

To reform this service is one of the high- 
est and most imperative duties of statesman- 
ship. This reform can not be accomplished 
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without a complete divorce between Con- 
gren and the Exeontiye in the matter of ap- 
pointments. It will be a proad day when an 
Administration Senator or Representative, 
who is in good standing in his party, can sajr 
as Thomas Haghes said, daring his recent 
visit to this coontry, that though he was on 
the most intimate terms with the members 
of his own Administration, yet it was not in 
his power to secure the removal of the hum- 
blest derk in the civil service of his Govern- 
ment. 

This is not the occasion to discuss the re- 
cent enlargement of the jurisdiction of Oon- 
gress in reference to the election of a Presi- 
dent and Vice-President by the States. But 
it can not be denied that the Electoral Bill 
his spread a wide and dangerous field for 
Congressional action. Unless the boundaries 
of its power shall be restricted by a new 
tmendment of the Constitution, we have seen 
the last of our elections of President on the 
old plan. The power to decide who has 
be^ elected may be so used as to exceed 
the power of electing. 

I have long believed that the official re- 
lations between the Executive and Congress 
should be more open and direct. They are 
now conducted by correspondence with the 
presiding ofiScers of the two Houses, by con- 
nltation with committees, or by private in- 
terviews with individual members. This 
frequently leads to misunderstandings, and 
may lead to corrupt combinations. It 
▼ottld be far better for both departments if 
the members of the Cabinet were permitted 
to sit in Congress and participate in the de- 
bates on measures relating to their several 
departments — but, of course, without a vote. 
This would tend to secure the ablest men 
for the chief executive offices; it would 
bring the policy of the Administration into 
the fullest publicity by giving both parties 
ample opportunity for criticism and defense. 



VI. 

OK THE BILL TO STRENGTHEN THE 
PUBLIC CREDIT. 

In Sbum qf JRepresentatives, March ^, 1869, 

Now, sir, I favor the first section of this 
bin beoaose it declares plainly what the law 
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is. I affirm again, what I have often de- 
clared in this Hall, that the law does now 
require the payment of these bonds in gold. 
I hope I may without impropriety refer to 
the fact that during the last session I proved 
from the record in this House, and in the 
presence of the author of the law by which 
these bonds were authorized, that five dis- 
tinct times in his speech, which immediately^ 
preceded the passage of the law, he declared 
the five-twenty bonds were payable, princi- 
pal and interest, in gold; and that every 
member who spoke on the subject took the 
same ground. That law was passed with 
that declaration uncontradicted, and it went 
into effect stamped with that declaration 
by both Houses of Congress. That speech, 
made on the eve of the Presidential cam- 
paign, was widely circulated throughout 
the country as a campaign document, and 
those who held the contrary were repeat- 
edly challenged to refute its statements. I 
affirm that its correctness was not success- 
fully denied. Not only Congress so under- 
stand and declare, but every Secretary of 
the Treasury from that day to this has de- 
clared that these bonds are payable in gold. 
The authorized agents of the Government 
sold them, and the people bought thom, with 
this understanding. 

The Government thus bound itself by 
every obligation of honor and good faith, 
and it was not until one year after the pas- 
sage of the law that any man in Congress 
raised even a doubt on the subject. The 
doubts since raised were raised mainly for 
electioneering purposes, and the question 
was referred to the people for arbitrament 
at the late Presidential election. After the 
fullest debate ever had on any great question 
of national politics in a contest in which the 
two parties fairly and squarely joined issue 
on the very point, it was solemnly decided 
by the great majority which elected General 
Grant that ropudiators should be repudiated, 
and that the faith of the Nation should be 
preserved inviolate. 

We are, therefore, bound by the pledged 
faith of the Nation, by the spirit and meaning 
of the law, and finally by the voice of the peo- 
ple themselves, to resolve all doubts and set- 
tle the credit of the United States by this 
explicit declaration of the national will. The 



112 



THE REPUBLICAN TEXT-BOOK FOR THE CAMPAIGN OF 1880. 



action of the House on this bill has already 
been hailed throaghout the world as the 
dawn of better days for the finances of the 
Nation, and every market has shown a won- 
derful improvement of our credit. We could 
this day refund our debt on terms more ad- 
vantageous to the Government by $120,- 
000,000 than we could have done the day be- 
fore the passage of this bill by the House. 
Make it a law, and a still greater improve- 
ment will result. I can in no way better indi- 
cate my views of the propriety of passing the 
second section of this bill than by reminding 
the House that I introduced this proposition 
In a separate bill on the 10th of February, 
1868, and its passage has been more generally 
demanded by the people and press of the 
country than any other financial measure be- 
fore Congress. 

The principle involved in this section is 
simply this : to make it possible for gold to 
come into this country and to remain here. 
Gold and silver are lawful money of the 
United States, and yet the opponents would 
have us make it unlawful for a citizen to 
make and enforce contracts which he may 
hereafter make, to pay gold when he has re- 
ceived gold or its equivalent as the consider- 
ation of his contract. The very statement 
of this doctrine ought to be its sufficient 
refutation. But the minds of gentlemen are 
vexed with the fear that this section will be 
an engine of oppression in the hands of cred- 
itors. If any new safeguards can be devised 
that are not already in this section, I know not 
what they are. Whenever this law is carried 
out in its letter and spirit, no iigustice can 
possibly result. The whole power of the 
law is in the hands of the creditor, and he 
alone is supposed to be in danger of suffer- 
ing wrong. In the moment that remtdns to 
me I can do no more than to indicate the 
grounds on which the justice of this mea- 
sure rests. It is a great and important step 
toward specie payments, because it removes 
the unwise and oppressive decree which al- 
most expatriates American gold and silver 
from the country. It will not only allow 
our own coin to stay at home, but it will 
permit foreign coin to fiow hither from Eu- 
rope. More than $70,000,000 of our gold 
are going abroad every year, in excess of 
what comes to us, and at the same time in 



eight kingdoms of Europe there are nearly 
$500,000,000 of idle gold ready to be in- 
vested at less than three per cent interest 
In the Bank of England and the Bank of 
France there has been for more than a year 
an average of more than $300,000,000 of 
bullion, and most of that time the bank rate 
of interest has been less than two per cent 
Who can doubt that much of this gold will 
find its way here, if it can be invested with- 
out committing the fortunes of its owners 
to the uncertain chances of unconvertible 
paper money ? But the passage of this bill 
will enable citizens to transact their busineas 
on a fixed and certain basis. It will give 
stability and confidence to trade, and pave 
the way for specie payments. The Supreme 
Court has decided that tiiis is now the law, 
but let us put it on the statute-book as a 
notice to the people and to prevent nnneoes- 
sary litigation. 



vn. 

GUSTAVE SCHLEICHER. 

Remarks in the HauM of Repr€»entatvD€%^ 
February 17, 1879. 

The House having under consideration 
the resolutions of respect to the memory of 
the late Hon. Gustavo Schleicher — 

Mr. Garfield said : 

Mr. Speaker : I stand with reverence in 
the presence of such a life and such a career 
as that of Gustavo Schleicher. It illustrates 
more strikingly than almost any life I know 
the mystery that envelops that product 
which we call character, and which is the 
result of two great forces: the initial foroe 
which the Creator gave it .when He called 
the man into being ; and the force of all the 
external influence and culture that mold and 
modify the development of a life. 

In contemplating the first of these ele- 
ments, no power of analysis can exhibit all 
the latent forces enfolded in the spirit of a 
new-born child, which derive their origin 
from the thoughts and deeds of remote an- 
cestors, and, enveloped in the awful mystery 
of life, have been transmitted from genera- 
tion to generation across forgotten centuries. 
Each new life is thus '^ the heir of all the 



ages, 
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Appljiog these reflections to the charac- 
ter of Gnstave Schleicher, it may he justly 
said that we have known few men in whose 
lives were concentrated so many of the 
deeply interesting elements that made him 
what he was. We are accustomed to say, 
and we have heard to-night, that he was horn 
on foreign soil. In one sense that is true ; 
and yet in a very proper historic sense he was 
bom in onr fatherland. One of the ablest of 
recent historians begins his opening volume 
with the declaration that England is not the 
fatherland of the English-speaking people, 
bnt the ancient home, the real fatherland of 
onr race, is the ancient forests of Germany. 
The same thought was suggested by Mon- 
tesquieu long ago, when he declared in his 
" Spirit of Laws " that the British Constitu- 
tion came out of the woods of Germany. 

To this day the Teutonic races maintain 
the same noble traits that Tacitus describes 
in his admirable history of the manners and 
character of the Germans. We may there- 
fore say that the friend whose memory we 
honor to-night is one qf the elder brethren 
of our race. He came to America direct 
from our fatherland, and not, like our own 
fathers, by the way of England. 

We who were bom and have passed all 
our lives in this wide New World can hardly 
appreciate the influences that surrounded his 
early life. Bom on the borders of that great 
forest of Germany, the Odenwald, filled as it 
is with the memories and traditions of cen- 
turies, in which are mingled Scandinavian 
mythology, legends of the Middle Ages, 
romances of feudalism and chivalry, histories 
of barons and kings, and the struggles of 
a brave people for a better civilization; 
reared under the institutions of a strong, 
semi-despotic government ; devoting his early 
life to personal culture, entering at an early 
age the University of Giessen, venerable with 
its two and a half centuries of existence, 
with a library of four hundred thousand vol- 
umes at his hand, with a great museum of the 
curiosities and mysteries of nature to study, 
he fed his eager spirit upon the rich culture 
which that Old World could give him, and at 
twenty-four years of age, in company with a 
band of thirty-seven young students, like 
himself, cultivated, eamest, liberty-loving 
almost to the verge of communism — ^and 



who of us would not be Communists in a 
despotism f — he came to this country, attract- 
ed by one of the most wild and romantic 
pictures of American history, the picture of 
Texas as it existed near forty years ago ; the 
country discovered by La Salle at the end of 
his long and perilous voyages from Quebec 
to the Northern Lakes and from the lakes to 
the Gulf of Mexico ; the country possessed 
alternately by the Spanish and the French, 
and then by Mexico ; the country made mem- 
orable by such names as Blair and Houston, 
Albert Sidney Johnston and Mirabeau Lamar, 
perhaps a^ adventurous and daring spirits as 
ever assembled on any spot of the earth ; a 
country that achieved its freedom by heroism 
never surpassed, and which maintained its 
perilous independence for ten years in spite 
of border enemies and European intrigues. 

It is said that a society was formed in 
Europe embracing in its membership men of 
high rank, even members of royal families, 
for the purpose of colonizing the new repub- 
lic of the Lone Star, and making it a depen- 
dency of Europe under their patronage ; but, 
without sharing in their designs, some twen- 
ty thousand Germans found their way to 
the new republic, and among these young 
Schleicher came. 

The people of Texas had passed through 
a period as wild and exciting as the days of 
the Crusaders, and had just united their for- 
tunes to this Republic. How wide a world 
opened before these German students I They 
could hardly imagine how great was the na- 
tion of which they became citizens. Even 
the new State of their adoption was an em- 
pire in itself. I suppose few of us who have 
never visited that State can appreciate its 
imperial proportions. Vastly larger than the 
present republic of France ; larger than all 
our Atlantic States from the northern line of 
Pennsylvania to the southern boundary of 
Georgia ; as large as the six New England 
States, New York, New Jersey, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and one half of Indiana 
united. To such a State, with its measureless 
possibilities of development, young Schlei- 
cher came. 

It was a noble field for a bright, aspiring, 
liberty-loving scholar of the Old World, in 
which to find ample scope for the fullest de- 
velopment of all his powers. 
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The sketches we have already heard show 
with what zeal and success our friend made 
nse of his advantages. His career as a mem- 
ber of this House has exhibited the best re- 
sults of all these influences of nature and 
nurture. He has done justice to the scholar- 
ship which Germany gave him and the large 
and comprehensive ideas with which life in 
the New World inspired him. 

To exhibit with a little more fullness the 
origin of those decided opinions which Mr. 
Schleicher held on the great questions of 
finance, I venture to refer briefly to an inter- 
esting chapter in the history of Texas. It 
may be doubted whether in any part of the 
world life has been more intense and experi- 
ence more varied than among the people of 
Texas. 

In the short space of ten years they had 
tried the whole range of financial experi- 
ments as fully as France had done in two 
hundred years. Every possible form of mon- 
etary theory that is recorded in history 
Texas had tried ; for with that brave, quick- 
thinking, and quick-actmg people, to think 
was to resolve, and to resolve was to exe- 
cute. 

They had tried a land-bank scheme as 
wild and magnificent as the land-bank of 
John Law. They had tried the direct issue 
of treasury notes, and had seen them go 
down from par to half, to ten cents, to five 
cents, to two cents, to nothing on the dollar. 
They had tried " red-backs " of the repub- 
lic, notes of corporate banks, scrip of private 
citizens, and worthless notes from banks of 
neighboring States, and had seen them all 
fail. Awakening from the dream of their 
experiments, under the leadership of clear- 
sighted men, they put into their Constitution, 
as they entered the Union, a provision that 
" in no case shall the Legislature have power 
to issue treasury warrants, treasury notes, or 
paper of any description to circulate as mon- 
ey.'* More radical still, they decreed that 
"no corporate body shall be created, re- 
newed, or extended with banking or dis- 
counting privileges," and " no person or per- 
sons within this State shall issue any bill, 
promissory note, or other paper to circulate 
as money." They put an end to all paper- 
money systems, and since then the majority 
of the people of that State have never looked 



with favor upon any other currency than 
specie. 

With such traditions and influences 
among the people of his adoption, and with 
a student life back of it, formed in the solid 
Old World ways of thinking, it is not won- 
derful that in all our financial discussions 
here we found Mr. Schleicher the sturdy 
supporter and able advocate of a currency 
based on coin of real value and full weight. 
I would say nothing that has even the ap- 
pearance of controversy on this occasion. 
I mention these facts only to do justice to 
his memory. 

Of his character as we knew it here, two 
things struck me as most notable. First, he 
possessed that quality without which no 
man ever did, and I hope no man ever will, 
achieve success in this forum — ^the habit of 
close, earnest, hard work. All his associates 
knew that when he rose to speak in this 
hall, it was because he had something to 
say, something that was the result of work, 
and that he said it because it came from 
the depth of his convictions, as the result of 
his fullest investigaticfti. 

I stop to notice the fact that, although 
he spoke with an accent brought from the 
fatherland, he had that rare purity of lan- 
guage and style which I am inclined to be- 
lieve that you and I, Mr. Speaker, will never 
achieve, and which few persons on our soil 
can rival. We learned our language in the 
street ; he came at once into the parlors of 
English, and learned it from the masters. 
His printed English was as pure as the 
purest which can be found in the records of 
our debates. 

He possessed and exhibited a noteworthy 
independence of character. In this he taught 
a lesson which ought never to be forgotten 
here. His people trusted him, and by their 
approval enforced the lesson that the men 
who succeed best in public life are those who 
take the risk of standing by their own con- 
victions. That principle never fails in the 
long run, for the people who send represen- 
tatives here do not want a mere echo, but a 
man who sees with his own eyes and fear- 
lessly utters his own thoughts, as our friend 
did with a boldness and courage that made 
him a worthy example to all American states- 
men. 
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vni. 
THE TARIFF. 

Fh'om a Speech in the Souse of Eepresenta- 
tivee, June 4, 1878. 

I HAVB given this brief historical sketch 
for the purpose of exhibiting the ideas oat 
of which the tariff legislation of this coan- 
try has sprung. It has received the support 
of the most renowned names in our early 
history ; and, though the principle of pro- 
tection has sometimes been carried to an 
unreasonable extreme, thus bringing re- 
proach upon the system, it has nevertheless 
borne many of the fruits which were antici- 
pated by those who planted the germ. 

Gentlemen who oppose this view of pub- 
lic policy tell us that they favor a tariff for 
revenue alone. I, therefore, invite their at- 
tention to the revenue phase of the question. 
The estimated expenditures for the next fis- 
cal year are two hundred and eighty and 
one half million dollars, including interest 
on the public debt and the appropriations 
required by law for the sinking fund. The 
Secretary of the Treasury estimates the rev- 
enues which our present laws will furnish 
at $269,000,000 : from customs, one hundred 
and thirty-three millions ; from internal rev- 
enue, one hundred and twenty millions ; and 
from miscellaneous sources, sixteen millions. 
He tells us that it will be necessary to cut 
down the expenditures eleven millions be- 
low the estimates in order to prevent a de- 
ficit of that amount. The revenues of the 
last fiscal year failed by three and a quarter 
millions to meet the expenditures required 
by law. 

In the face of these facts can we safely 
diminish our revenues ? If we mean to pre- 
serve the public faith and meet all the neces- 
sities of the Government, we can not reduce 
the present revenues a single dollar. Yet 
the migority of this House not only propose 
to reduce the internal tax on spirits and to- 
bacco, but they propose in this bill to reduce 
the revenues on customs by at least six mil- 
lions. To avoid the disgrace of a deficit, 
they propose to suspend the operations of 
the sinking fund, and thereby shake the foun- 
dation of the public credit. But they tell us 
that some of the reductions made in this bill 



will increase rather than diminish the rev- 
enue. Perhaps on a few articles this will 
be true; but as a whole it is undeniable that 
this bill will effect a considerable reduction 
in the revenues from customs. 

Gentlemen on the other side have been 
in the habit of denouncing our present tariff 
laws as destructive to rather than productive 
of revenue. Let me invite their attention 
to a few plain facts. 

During the fifteen years that preceded 
our late war — a period of so-called revenue 
tariffs — we raised from customs an average 
annual revenue of forty-seven and a half 
million dollars, never in any year receiving 
more than sixty-four millions. That system 
brought us a heavy deficit in 1860, so that 
Congress was compelled to borrow money to 
meet the ordinary expenses of the Govern, 
ment. 

Do they tell us that our present law fails 
to produce an adequate revenue? They de- 
nounce it as not a revenue tariff. Let them 
wrestle with the following fact : During the 
eleven years that have passed since the dose 
of the war, we have averaged one hundred 
and seventy and one half million dollars of 
revenue per annum from customs alone. 
Can they say that this is not a revenue tariff 
which produces more than three times as 
much revenue per annum as that law did 
which they delight to call "the revenue 
tariff"? In one year, 1872, the revenues 
from customs amounted to two hundred and 
twelve millions. Can they say that the 
present law does not produce revenue ? It 
produces from textile fabrics alone more 
revenue than we ever raised from all sources 
under any tariff before the war. From this 
it follows that the assault upon the present 
law fails if made on the score of revenue 
alone. 

I freely admit that revenue is the pri- 
mary object of taxation. That object is 
attained by existing law. But it is an in- 
cidental and vitally important object of the 
law to keep in healthy growth those indus- 
tries which are necessary to the well- 
being of the whole country. If gentlemen 
can show me that this is, as they allege, 
class legislation, which benefits the few at 
the expense of the many, I will abandon it, 
and join them in opposing it. This is the 
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Legislature of tbe nation ; and it shoold make 
laws whioh will bless the whole nation. I 
do not affirm that all the provisions of the ex- 
isting tariff law are wise and jast. In many 
respects thej are badlj a^usted, and need 
amendment. But I insist tliat in their 
main features they are national, not partial ; 
that they promote the general welfare, and 
not the welfare of the few at the expense of 
the many. 

Let us glance at tbe leading industries 
which, under the provisions of the existing 
law, are enabled to maintain themselves in 
the sharp struggle of competition with other 
countries. I will name them in five' groups. 
In the first I place the textile fabrics, mann- 
factures of cotton, wool, fiax, hemp, jute, and 
silk. From these we received during the 
last fiscal year fifty million dollars, which is 
more than one third of all our customs 
revenue. 

It is said that a tax should not be levied 
upon the clothing of the people. This would 
be a valid objection were it not for tbe fact 
that objects of the highest national impor- 
tance are secured by its imposition. That 
forty-five millions of people should be able 
to clothe themselves without helpless depen- 
dence upon other nations is a matter of 
transcendent importance to every citizen. 
What American can be indifferent to the 
fact that in the year 1875 the State of Mas- 
sachusetts alone produced 992,000,000 yards 
of textile fabrics, and in doing so consumed 
seventy-five million dollars^ worth of the 
products of the fields and flocks, and gave 
employment to 120,000 artisans? There is 
a touch of pathos in the apologetic reply of 
Governor Spottswood, an early colonial Gov- 
ernor of Virginia, when he wrote to his 
British superiors : 

The people of Virginia, more of necessity than 
inclination, attempt to clothe themselves with 
their own manufactures. ... It is certainly ne- 
cessary to divert their application to some com- 
modity less prejudicial to the trade of England. — 
" Bancroft's History of the United States," vol. 
iv, page 104. 

Thanks to our independence, such apolo- 
gies are no longer needed. Some of the 
rates on tbe textiles are exorbitant and ought 
to be reduced ; but the general principle 
which pervades the group is wise and benefi- 



cent, not only as a means of raising revenue, 
but as a measure of national economy. 

In the second group I have placed the met* 
als, including glass and chemicals. Though 
the tariff upon this group has been severely 
denounced in this debate, the rate does not 
average more than thirty-six per cent, ad 
valorem^ and the group produced about 
$14,000,000 of revenue last year. Besides 
serving as a source of public revenue, what 
intelligent man fails to see that the metals 
are the basis of all the machinery, tools, 
and implements of every industry? More 
than any other in the world^s history, 
this is the age when inventive genius is 
bending aU its energies to devise means to 
increase tbe effectiveness of human labor. 
The mechanical wonders displayed at our 
Centennial Exposition are a sufficient illus- 
tration. 

The people that can not make their own 
implements of industry must be content to 
take a very humble and subordinate place in 
the family of nations. The people that can 
not, at any time, by their own previous train- 
ing, arm and equip themselves for war, must 
be content to exist by the sufferance of 
others. 

I do not say that no rates in this group 
are too high. Some of them can safely be 
reduced. But I do say these industries could 
not have attained their present success with- 
out the national care ; and to abandon them 
now will prevent their continued pros- 
perity. 

In the third group I place wines, spirits, 
and tobacco in its various forms which come 
from abroad. On these rates of duty range 
from 85 to 95 per cent, ad valorem; and 
from them we collected last year $10,000,- 
000 of revenue. The wisdom of this tax will 
hardly be disputed by any one. 

In the fourth group I have placed im- 
ported provisions which come in competition 
with the products of our own fields and 
herds, including breadstuffs, salt, rice, sugar, 
molasses, and spices. On these proviaons 
imported into this country we collected last 
year a revenue of $42,000,000, $37,000,000 
of which was collected on sugar. Of the 
duty on the principal article of this group I 
shall speak further on in the discussion. 

On the fifth group, comprising leather 
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and maDufactares of leather, we received 
aboat $8,000,000 of revenae. 

On the imports included in the five gronps 
I h&ye mentioned, which comprise the great 
mannfactaring industries of the country, we 
odleot $119,000,000— more than 90 per 
cent, of all oar castoms reyenoe. I ask if it 
be not an object of the highest national im- 
portance to keep alive and in vigorous health 
and growth the industries included in these 
groups? What sort of people should we be 
if we did not keep them alive? Suppose we 
were to follow the advice of the distinguished 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Tucker] when 
he said: 

Why should we make pig-iron when with Berk- 
lUre pigs raised upon our farms we can buy more 
inm pigs from England than we can get by trying 
to make them ourselves ? We can get more iron 
pigs firom England for Berkshire pigs than we can 
from the Pennsylvania manufacturers. Why, 
then, should I not be permitted to send there for 
them? . . . 

What a market for our raw material, for our 
products, if we only would take the hand which 
Great Britain extends to us for free trade be- 
tween us! 

For a single season, perhaps, his plan 
might be profitable to the consumers of iron ; 
but if his policy were adopted as a permanent 
one, it would reduce ns to a merely agricul- 
tural people, whose chief business would 
be to produce the simplest raw materials by 
the least skill and culture, and let the men of 
brains of other countries do our thinking for 
us, and provide for us all products requiring 
the conning hand of the artisan, while we 
would be compelled to do the drudgery for 
ourselves and for them. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Tuck- 
er] is too good a logician not to see that the 
theory he advocates can only be realized in 
a state of universal peace and brotherhood 
among the nations; and, in developing his 
plan, he says : 

Commerce, Mr. Chairman, links all mankind 
in one common brotherhood of mutual.dependence 
and interests, and thus creates that unity of our 
race whSdk makes the resources of all the property 
of each and every member. We can not if we 
would, and should not if we could, remain isolated 
and alone. Men under the benign influence of 
Christianity yearn for intercourse, for the inter- 



change of thought and the. products of thought, 
as a means of a common progress toward a nobler 
civilization. . . . 

Mr. Churman, I can not believe this is ac- 
cording to the Divine plan. Christianity bids us 
seek, in communion with our brethren of every 
race and dime, the blessings they can afford us, 
and to bestow in return upon them those with 
which our new continent is destined to fill the 
world. 

This, I admit, is a grand conception, a 
beautiful vision of the time when all the na- 
tions will dwell in peace ; when all will be, 
as it were, one nation, each furnishing to the 
others what they can not profitably produce, 
and all working harmoniously together in 
the millennium of peace. If all the kingdoms 
of the world should become the kingdom of 
the Prince of Peace, then I admit that uni- 
versal free trade ought to prevail. But that 
blessed era is yet too remote to be made the 
basis of the practical legislation of to-day. 
We are not yet members of ^^ the parliament 
of man, the federation of the world .^' For 
the present, the world is divided into sepa- 
rate nationalities; and that other divine 
command still applies to our situation : *^ He 
that provideth not for his own household 
has denied the faith, and is worse than an 
infidel '*; and, until that better era arrives, 
patriotism must supply the place of universal 
brotherhood. 

For the present Gortchakoff can do more 
good to the world by taking care of Russia. 
The great Bismarck can accomplish more for 
his era by being, as he is, German to the 
core, and promoting the welfare of the Ger- 
man empire. Let Beaconsfield take care of 
England, and MacMahon of France, and let 
Americans devote themselves to the welfare 
of America. When each does his best for 
his own nation to promote prosperity, jus- 
tice, and peace, all will have done more for 
the world than if all had attempted to be 
cosmopolitans rather than patriots. 

But I wish to say, Mr. Chairman, that I 
have no sympathy with those who approach 
this question only from the standpoint of 
their own local, selfish interest. When a 
man comes to me and says, ** Put a prohibi- 
tory duty on the foreign article which com- 
petes with my product, that I may get rich 
more rapidly," he does not excite my sym- 
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patby; he repels me; and when another 
sajs, " Give no protection to the manufac- 
turing industries, for I am not a manufac- 
turer and do not care to have them sus- 
tained,^' I say that he, too, is equally mer- 
cenary and unpatriotic. If we were to leg- 
islate in that spirit, I might turn to the gen- 
tleman from Chicago and say, " Do not ask 
me to vote for an appropriation to build a 
court-house or a post-office in your city ; I 
never expect to get any letters from that 
office, and the people of my district never 
expect to be in your courts." If we were 
to act in this spirit of narrow isolation, we 
should be unfit for the national positions we 
occupy. 

Too much of our tariff discnsdon has 
been warped by narrow and sectional con- 
siderations. But when we base our action 
upon the conceded national importance of 
the great industries I have referred to, when 
we recognize the fact that artisans and their 
products are essential to the well-being of 
our country, it follows that there is no dwell- 
er in the humblest cottage on our remotest 
frontier who has not a deep personal inter- 
est in the legislation that shall promote these 
great national industries. Those arts that 
enable our Nation to rise in the scale of civi- 
lization bring their blessings to all, and pa- 
triotic citizens will cheerfully bear a fair 
share of the burden necessary to make their 
country great and self-sustaining. I will de- 
fend a tariff that is national in its aims, that 
protects and sustains those interests without 
which the Nation can not become great and 
self-sustaining. 

So important, in my view, is the ability 
of the Nation to manuficture all these arti- 
cles necessary to arm, equip, and clothe our 
people, that if it could not be secured in any 
other way I would rote to pay money out of 
the Federal Treasury to maintain €k>vem- 
ment iron and steel, woolen and cotton mills, 
at whatever cost. Were we to neglect these 
great interests and depend upon other na- 
tions, in what a condition of helplessness 
would we find ourselves when we should be 
again inrolved in war with the very nations 
OQ whom we were depending to furnish ns 
these 6appli<«f The system adopted by our 
£uhers is wiser: foritso«icoaragesthep*eat 
nationtl industries as to make it possible at 



all times for our people to equip themselves 
for war, and at the same time increase their 
intelligence and skill so as to make them bet- 
ter fitted for all the duties of citizenship, 
both in war and in peace. We provide for 
the common defense by a system which pro- 
motes the general welfare. 

I have tried thus summarily to state the 
grounds on which a tariff which produces 
the necessary revenue, and at the same time 
promotes American manufactures, can be 
sustained by large-minded men for national 
reasons. How high the rates of such a 
tariff ought to be is a question on which 
there may ^irly be differences of opinion. 

Fortunately, or unfortunately, on this 
question I have long occupied a position 
between two extremes of opinion. I have 
long believed, and I still believe, that the 
worst evil which has afflicted the interests of 
American artisans and manufacturers has 
been the tendency to extremes in our tariff 
legislation. Our history for the past fifty 
years has been a repetition of the same mis- 
take. One party comes into power, and, be- 
lieving that a protective tariff is a good thing, 
establishes a fair rate of doty. Not content 
with that, they say: **This works weR; let 
us have more of it" And they raise the 
rates stifl higher, and perhaps go beyond 
the limits of national interest. 

Every additional step in that direction 
increases the opposition and threatens the 
stability of the whole system. When the 
policy of increase is pushed beycnd a c^- 
tain point, the popular reaction sets in; the 
opposite party gets into power and cuts 
down the hi^ rates. Not content with re- 
ducing the rates that are unreasonable, they 
attack and destroy the whole protective 
system. Then foDows a deficit in the Trea- 
jsury, the destruction of manufactoring in- 
terests, until the reaction again seta in, the 
free-traders are overthrown, and a proteo- 
tive system is again established. In not lesi 
than four distinct periods during the last 
fifty years has this sort of revolution taken 
place in our industrial system. Our great 
national industries have thus been tossed 
up and down between two extremes of 



opmion. 

During my t«rm of service in this Honse 
I have resisted the effort to increase the 
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rates of doty, whenever I thought an in- 
orease would be daDgerons to the stability 
of our manufacturing interests ; and hj do- 
ing so, I have sometimes been thought un- 
friendly to the policy of protecting American 
industry. When the necessity of the reve- 
nuea and the safety of our manufactures war- 
ranted, I have favored a reduction of rates; 
and these reductions have aided to preserve 
the stability of the system. In one year, 
soon after the close of the war, we raised 
two hundred and twelve millions of dollars 
of revenue from customs. 

In 1870 we reduced the customs duties 
by the sum of twenty-nine and one half 
millions of dollars. In 1872 they were 
again reduced by the sum of forty-four and 
one half millions. Those reductions were in 
the main wise and judicious ; and although 
I did not vote for them all, yet they have 
put the fair-minded men of this country in 
a position where they can justly resist any 
considerable reduction below the present 
rates. 

My view of the danger of extreme posi- 
tions on the question of tariff rates may be 
illustrated by a remark made by Horace 
Greeley in the last conversation I ever had 
with that distinguished man. Said he : 

My criticism of you is that you are not suffi- 
oiently high protective in views. 

I replied : 

What would you advise ? 

He said: 

If I had my way — if I were king of this coun- 
try—I would put a duty of one hundred dollars a 
ton on pig iron, and a proportionate duty on 
ererjthlng else that can be produced in America. 
The result would be that our people would be 
obliged to supply their own wants ; manufactures 
would spring up ; competition would finally re- 
duce prices; and we should live wholly within 
onrsdves. 

I replied that the fatal objection to his 
theory was that no man is king of this coun- 
try, with power to make his policy perma- 
nent. But as all our policies depend upon 
popular support, the extreme measure pro- 
posed would beget an opposite extreme, and 
oar industries would suffer from violent re- 
actions. For this reason I believe that we 
ooghtto seek that point of stable equilibrium 



somewhere between a prohibitory tariff on 
the one hand, and a tariff that gives no pro- 
tection on the other. What is that point of 
stable equilibrium? In my judgment it is 
this : a rate so high that foreign producers 
can not flood our markets and break down 
our home manufacturers, but not so high as 
to keep them altogether out, enabling our 
manufacturers to combine and raise the 
prices, nor so high as to stimulate an unnat- 
ural and unhealthy growth of manufactures. 

In other words, I would have the duty so 
adjusted that every great American industry 
can fairly live and moke fair profits; and 
yet so low that if our manufacturers at- 
tempted to put up prices unreasonably, the 
competition from abroad would come in and 
bring down prices to a fair rate. Such a 
tariff I believe will be supported by the great 
minority of Americans. We are not for 
from having such a tariff in our present law. 
In some respects we have departed from that 
standard. Wherever it does, we should 
amend it, and by so doing we shall secure 
stability and prosperity. 

This brings me to the consideration of 
the pending bill. It was my hope, at the 
beginning of the present session, that the 
Committee of Ways and Means would enter 
upon a revision of the tariff in the spirit I 
have indicated. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury suggested in his annual report that a 
considerable number of articles, which pro- 
duced but a small amount of revenue, and 
were not essential to the prosperity of our 
manufactures, could be placed upon the free 
list, thus simplifying the law and making it 
more consistent in its details. I was ready 
to assist in such a work of revision ; but the 
committee had not gone far before it was 
evident that they intended to attack the 
whole system, and, as far as possible, destroy 
it. The results of their long and arduous 
labors are embodied in the pending bill. 

Some of the rates can be slightly reduced 
without serious harm ; but many of the re- 
ductions proposed in this bill will be fatal. 
It is related that when a surgeon was prob- 
ing an emperor's wound to find the boll, he 
said : 

Can your Majesty allow me to go deeper? 

His Majesty replied : 
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Is is a fitxle deeper probing bj this bill 
that vin toach the yital interests of this 
comtrj and destroy them. 

Some of its provisions are wise, and ooght 
to be adopted. One particnlarlj, which es- 
tablishes a new test of the Talne of sogar, 
shoold, if possible, become a law before this 
nmmon ends. Bat, in mj judgment, the IhII 
as a whole is a most unwise and dangeroos 
measure; dangeroos to the great national 
indnstiies oCthis coimtry, so dsngeroos that, 
if we should pass it, it would greatlj in> 
crease the prevailing distress, and would 
make the condition of our artisans deplorable 
to the last degree. 

The chief charge I make against this biD 
is, that it seeks to cripple the protectiye fea- 
tures of the law. It increases rates where 
an increase is not necessarj, and it cuts 
them down where cutting will kilL One of 
the wisest provisions of oar present law is 
the establishment ot a definite irte list. 
From jear to jear, when it has been found 
that anj article could safdj be liberated 
from dutjf it has been put upon the free 
list. A large number of raw materials have 
thus been made free of duty. Tins has light- 
ened the burdens of taxation, and at the 
same time aided the industries of the coon- 

To show the progress that has been made 
in this direction, it should be remembered 
that in 1867 the value of all articles import- 
ed free of duty was but $89,000,000, while 
in 1877 the free imports amounted to 
$181,000,000. 

As I have already said, the Secretary of 
the Treasury recommends a still further in- 
crease of the free list. But this bUl abol- 
ishes the free list altogether, and imposes 
duties upon a large share <^ articles now 
free. And this is done in order to make 
still greater reduction upon articles that 
most be protected if their manufacture is 
maintained in this country. 

Let me notice a few of the great indus- 
tries at which this bill strikes^ In the group 
of textile fabrics, of which I have spoken, 
reductions are made upon the manufactures 
of cotton^ which will stop three quarters of 
the cotton mills of the country and hope- 



lessly prostrate the business. Still greater 
violence is done to the wool and woolen 
interests. The attempt has been made to 
show that the buaiiiess of wool-growing has 
declined in consequence of our present law, 
and the fact has been pointed out that the 
number of she^ has been steadily falling off 
in the Eastem States The truth is that 
sheep-cokure in the United States was 
never in so healthy a condition as it is to- 
day. In 1860 our total wool product was 
sixty millions of pounds. In 1877 we pro- 
duced two hundred and eight miDicms of 
pounds. 

It is true that there is not now so laige 
a number of iheep in the Eastern States as 
there were a few years since; but the cen- 
ter of that industry has been shifted. Of 
the thiity-five and a half millions of sheep 
now in the United States, iburte^i and a 
half miOionB are in Texas and the States 
and Territories west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains. Cafifbniia alone has six and a half 
millions of sheep. Not the least important 
feature of this interest is the facility it offers 
for cheap animal food. A great French 
statesman has said: *^It is more impor- 
tant to provide food than clothing ^ ; and the 
growth of the she^ accomplishes both ob- 
jects^ Ninety-five per cent of all the wool- 
en fabrics manufactured in this country are 
now made of native wo<^ 

The tariff* on wool and woolens was 
adopted in 1867, alter a most careful and 
thorough examination of both the {»^ucing 
and the manu&cturing interests. It was the 
result of an adjustment betwem the fanners 
and manuf a c tur ers, and has been advan- 
tageous to both. A small reducti<Mi of the 
rates could be made without ii^ury. 

Both of these interests consented to a re- 
duction, and submitted their plan to the 
Coomiittee ol Ways and Meansi But in- 
stead of adopting it, the Committee have 
struck those interests down and put a dead- 
lev^ ad valorem duty upon all wools. The 
Chairman tells us that the Committee had 
sought to do away with the ad valorem ^s- 
tem, because it gave rise to fraudulent in- 
voices and undervaluation. Yet on the in- 
terest that yi^ds twenty millions of reve- 
nue he proposes to strike down the specific 
duties and put the interest upon one dead 
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levd of ad valorem duty without regard to 
qualify. 

I woold not introdaoe sectional topics in 
this diaonasion, but I most notice one curious 
feature of this MIL In the great group of 
proviaions, on which nearly fifty millions of 
reTenue are paid into the Treasury, I find 
tiiat thirty-seven millions of that amount 
come from imported sugar. No one would 
dfifend the levying of so heavy a tax upon a 
seoessary article of food, were it not that a 
groat agricultural interest is thereby pro- 
tected; and that interest is mainly confined 
to the State of Louisiana. I am glad that 
ths (government has given its aid to the State, 
for not a pound of sugar could be manu- 
factured tiiere, if the tariff law did not pro- 
tect it 

As the law now stands, the average ad 
Tilorem duty on sugar is sixty-two and a 
half per cent. But what has this bill done ? 
The complaint is made by its advocates that 
the ratea are now too high. The rates on all 
dutiable articles average about forty-two per 
eent^; yet on sugar the average is sixty-two 
and a half per cent, greatly above the aver- 
age. This bill puts up the average duty on 
sugar to about seventy per cent This one 
interest, which is already protected by a 
daty much higher than the average, is here 
granted a still higher rate, while other inter- 
ests, now far below the average rate, are 
put atiil lower. Metals, that now average 
hat thirty-six per cent ad valorem — ^far less 
than the general average, but little more 
than half of the rate on sugar — are cut down 
still more, while the protection of the sugar 
intereat is made still higher. 

If the planters of Louisiana were to get 
the benefit, there would be some excuse for 
the increase; but what is the fact? One 
thooaand four hundred and fifteen million 
pounds of sugar were imported into this 
oonntry last year, but not one pound of re- 
fined sugar; every pound was imported in 
the crude form, going into the hands of about 
twenty-five gentlemen, mostly in the city of 
New York, who refine every pound of this 
enormous quantity of imported sugar. This 
bill increases the rates on the high grades of 
■agar far more than on the lower grades, and 
makes the importation of any finished sugar 
impossible. It strengthens and makes abso- 



lute the monopoly already given to the re- 
fining interest ; yet we are told that this is 
a revenue-reform tariff. 

Before closing I wish to notice one thing, 
which, I believe, has not been mentioned in 
this debate. A few years ago we had a 
considerable premium on gold, and as our 
tariff duties were paid in coin there was 
thus created an increase in the tariff rates. 
In 1875, for instance, the average currency 
value of coin was one hundred and fourteen 
cents; in 1876, one hundred and eleven 
cents ; in 1877, one hundred and four cents. 
Now, thanks to the resumption law and the 
rate of our exchanges and credit, the premi- 
um on gold is almost down to zero. But 
this fall in the premium has operated as a 
steady reduction of the tariff rates, because 
the duties were paid in gold and the goods 
were sold in currency. 

Now, when gentlemen say that the rates 
were high a few years ago, it should be re- 
membered that they have been falling year 
by year, as the price of gold has been com- 
ing down. When, therefore, gentlemen crit- 
icise the rates as fixed in the law of 1872, 
they should remember that the fall in the 
premium on gold has wrought a virtual re- 
duction of fourteen per cent in the tariff 
rates. 

Mr. Chairman, the Committee of Ways 
and Means has done a large amount of work 
on this bill. The Chairman has labored in 
season and out of season, and he deserves 
credit of his friends for the energy and ear- 
nestness with which he has addressed himself 
to this task. But the views which have 
^ound expression in his bill must be criticised 
without regard to personal consideration. A 
bill so radical in its character, so dangerous 
to our business prosperity, would work in- 
finite mischief at this time, when the coun- 
try is just recovering itself from a long period 
of depression and getting again upon solid 
ground, just coming up out of the wild sea 
of panic and distress which has tossed us so 
long. 

Let it be remembered that twenty-two 
per cent of all the laboring people of this 
country are artisans engaged in manufac- 
tures. Their culture has been fostered by 
our tariff laws. It is their pursuits, and the 
skill which they have developed, that pro- 
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due^ the glorj of our CenteDnial ExhibitioiL 
To them the countrj owes the splendor of 
the position it holds before the world more 
th^n to any other equal number of our citi- 
zens. If this bin becomes a law, it strikes 
down their occupation, and throws into the 
keenest distress the brightest and best ele- 
ments of our population. 

I implore this House not to permit us to 
be thrown into greater confusion, either bj 
letting this bill become a law, or bj letting 
it hang over the country as a menace. And 
in all kindness to the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, and the gentlemen who think with 
him, I hope we will sit here to-night until 
the second reading of the bill is commenced. 
When the first paragraph has been read I 
will propose to strike out the enacting 
clause. 

If the Committee will do that, we can kiU 
the bill to-daj. It is not simplj a stalking- 
horse, upon which gentlemen can leap to show 
their horsemanship in debate ; it is not an 
innocent laj-figure, upon which gentlemen 
may spread the gaudy wares of their rhetoric 
withont harm ; but it is a great, dangerous 
monster, a very Polyphemus which stalks 
through the land — 

^ MoDStnim horrendam, infonne, ingens, cui la- 
men adcmptum." 

If its eye be not out, let us take it out and 
end the agony. 



IX. 

THE CURRENCY. 

Fnnn a Speech in the Hou$e of Repre^enta- 
tite^ May 15, 1868. 

I SHALL direct my remarks on this occasion 
to but one feature of our legislation. I pro- 
pose to discuss the currency and its relation 
to the revenue and business prosperity of 
the country. 

In April, 1861, there began in this coun- 
try an industrial revolution, not yet com- 
pleted, as gigantic in its proportions, and as 
far-reaching in its consequences, as the polit- 
ical and military revolution through which 
we have passed. As the first step to any 
intelligent discussion of the currency, it is 
necessary to examine the character and pro- 
gress of that industrial revolution. 



The year 1860 was one of remarkable 
prosperity in all branches of business. For 
seventy years no Federal tax-gatherer had 
ever been seen among the laboring population 
of the United States. Our pubUo debt was 
less than sixty-five million dollars. The an- 
nual expenditures of the Grovemment, indnd- 
ing interest on the public debt, were less than 
sixty-four million dollars. The revenues 
from customs alone amounted to six sevenths 
of the expenditures. The value of our agri- 
cultural products for that year amounted 
to $1,625,000,000. Our cotton crop alone 
was two billion one hundred and fifty-five 
million pounds, and we supplied to the mar- 
kets of the world seven eighths of all the 
cotton consumed. Our merchant marine 
engaged in foreign trade amounted to two 
million five hundred and forty-six thousand 
two hundred and thirty-seven tons, and 
promised soon to rival the immense carrying 
trade of England. 

Let us now observe the eflfect of the war 
on the various departments of business. 
From the moment the first hostile gun was 
fired, the Federal and State Governments 
became gigantic consumers. As far as pro- 
duction was concerned, eleven States wars 
completely separated from the Union. Two 
million laborers, more than one third of tiio 
adult population of the Northern Stately 
were withdrawn from the ranks of pro- 
ducers, and became only consumers of 
wealth. The Federal Government became 
an insatiable devourer. Leaving ont of 
account the vast sums expended by Stales^ 
counties, cities, towns, and individuals fbr 
the payment of bounties, for the relief of 
sick and wounded soldiers and their familiefl, 
and omitting the losses, which can never 
be estimated, of property destroyed by hos- 
tile armies, I shall speak only of expendi- 
tures which appear on the books of the 
Federal Treasury. From the 80th of Jone^ 
1861, to the 80th of June, 1865, there wen 
paid out of the Federal Treasury $9,840,* 
996,211, making an aggregate during these 
four years of more than $836,000,000 per 
annum. ^ 

From the official records of the Treasmy 
Department it appears that,. from the begin- 
ning of the American Revolution in 1775 to, 
the beginning of the Inte rebeUion, the total. 
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fiipeiiditares of the Government for all par- 
potes» including the assumed war debts of 
the States, amounted to $2,250,000,000. 
The expenditures of four years of the rebel- 
lion were nearly |1,10<),000,000 more than 
lUthe other Federal expei^ses since the Dec- 
lintion of Independence. The debt of £ng- 
kad, which had its origin in the revolution 
of 1688, and was increased by more than 
one hundred years of war and other politi- 
eil disasters, had reached in 1798 tlie sum 
of $1,268,000,000. During the twenty-two 
jeirs that followed, while England was en- 
gaged in a life and death struggle with Na- 
pc^oa (the greatest war in history save our 
own), $8,056,000,000 were added to her 
debt In our four years of war we spent 
t900,0(K),000 more than the amount by 
vhieh £ngland increased her debt in twen- 
tj'two years of war ; almost as much as she 
had increased it in one hundred andtwenty- 
ive years of war. Now, the enormous de- 
mand which this expenditure created for all 
the products of industry stimulated to an 
unparalleled degree every department of 
bodnesa. The plow, furnace, mill, loom, 
railroad, steamboat, telegraph — all were 
driven to their utmost capacity. Ware- 
hoosea were emptied; and the great re- 
serves of supply, which all nations in a nor- 
aal state keep on hand, were exhausted to 
meet the demands of the great consumer. 
For many months, the Goverment swal- 
lowed three millions per day of the products 
of industry. Under the pressure of this de- 
naiid, prices rose rapidly in every depart- 
Dwnt of business. Labor everywhere found 
qoiek and abundant returns. Old debts 
were canceled, and great fortunes were 

For the transaction of this enormous 
business an increased amount of currency 
was needed ; but I doubt if any member of 
this House can be found, bold enough to 
lenj that the deluge of Treasury notes 
(KNired upon the country during the war 
was fSar greater even than the great de- 
nands of business. Let it not be forgotten, 
M>wever, that the chief object of these is- 
mes was not to increase the currency of the 
KNDitry. They were authorized with great 
•aiocCance, and under the pressure of over- 
vbehning necessity, as a temporary expedi- 



ent to meet the demands of the Treasury. 
They were really forced loahs in the form 
of Treasury notes. By the act of July 17, 
1861, an issue of demand notes was author- 
ized to the amount of $50,000,000. By the 
act of August 5, 1861, this amount was in- 
creased $50,000,000 more. By the act of 
February 25, 1862, an additional issue of 
$150,000,000 was authorized. On the 17th 
of the same month, an unlimited issue of 
fractional currency was authorized. On the 
17th of January, 1863, an issue of $150,000,- 
000 more was authorized, which was in- 
creased $50,000,000 by the act of March 3d 
of the same year. This act also authorized 
the issue of one and two yeors^ Treasury 
notes, bearing interest at five per cent, to 
be a legal tender for their face, to the 
amount of $400,000,000. By the act of 
June 80, 1864, an issue of six per cent, com- 
pound-interest notes, to be a legal tender for 
their face, was authorized, to the amount of 
$200,000,000. In addition to this, many 
other forms of paper obligation were au- 
thorized, which, though not a legal tender, 
performed many of the functions of curren- 
cy. By the act of March 1, 18G2, the issue 
of an unlimited amount of certificates of in- 
debtedness was authorized, and within ninety 
days after the passage of the act there had 
been issued and were outstanding of these 
certificates more than $156,000,000. Of 
course these issues were not all outstanding 
at the same time, but the acts show how 
great was the necessity for loans during the 
war. 

The law which made the vast volume of 
United States notes a legal tender operated 
as an act of general bankruptcy. The man 
who loaned $1,000 in July, 1861, payable in 
three years, was compelled by this law to ac- 
cept at maturity, as a full discharge of the 
debt, an amount of currency equal in value 
to $350 of the money ho loaned. Private in- 
debtedness was everywhere canceled. Ris- 
ing prices increased the profits of business, 
but this prosperity was caused by the great 
demand for products, and not by the abun- 
dance of paper money. As a means of trans- 
acting the vast business of the country, a 
great volume of currency was indispensable, 
and its importance can not be well over- 
estimated. But let us not be led into the 
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tttal error of sapposing that pi^r monej 
created the bosmeeB or prodnoed the wealth. 
As well might it be alleged that our riTers 
and canals prodooe the grain which thej 
float to market Like correncjf the chan- 
nels of commerce stinralate production, hot 
can not nnllif 7 the inexorable law of demand 
and sDpplj. 

Mr. Chairman, I have endearored to trace 
the progress of our industrial rerolntion in 
pasdng frcHn peace to war. In retoming 
from war to peace all the conditions were 
rerersed. At once the Government ceased 
to be an aH-devooring consumer. Kearlj 
two million able-bodied men were discharged 
from the armj and hayj and enrolled in the 
ranks of the producers. The expenditures 
of the Government, which, for the fiscal 
jear ending Jane 80, 1865, amounted to 
$1,290,000,000, were reduced to $520,000,000 
in 1866; to $946,000,000 in 1867; and, if the 
retrenchment measures recommended bj the 
Special Commissioner of the Revenue be 
adopted, another year will bring them below 
$800,000,000. 

Thus during the first jear after the war 
the demands of the Federal €k>vemment as 
a consumer decreased sixtj per cent; and 
in the second jear the decrease had reached 
seventy^our per cent., with a fair prospect 
of a still further reduction. 

The recoil of this sudden change would 
have produced great financial disaster in 
1866, but for the fact that there was still 
open to industry the work of replacing the 
wasted reserves of supply, which, in all coun- 
tries in a healthy state of business, are esti- 
mated to be sufficient for two years. During 
1866, the fall in price of all articles of indus- 
try amounted to an average of ten per cent 
One year ago a table was prepared at my 
request, by Mr. Edward Toung, in the office 
of the Special Commissioner of the Revenue, 
exhibiting a comparison of wholesale prices 
at New York in December, 1865, and De- 
cember, 1866. It shows that in ten leading 
articles of provisions there was an average 
decline of twenty-two per cent., though 
beef, fiour, and other breadstuflfs renuuned 
nearly stationary. On cotton and woolen 
goods, boots, shoes, and clothing, the decline 
was thirty per cent On the products of 
manufacture and mining, including coal. 



cordage, iron, linnber, naval stOTea, oils, tal- 
low, tin, and wool, the decfine was twenty- 
five per cent The average decUne on all 
commoditiea was at least ten per cent Ac- 
cording to the ealimates of the Special Com- 
missioBer of the Revenue in his late report, 
the average decfine daring 1867 has amooni- 
ed at least to tea per cent more. During 
the past two yeaia Congress has provided 
by law for reducing internal taxation $100,- 
000,000; and the act passed a few weeks 
ago has reduced the tax on manu&ctures to 
the amount of $64,000,000 per annum. The 
repeal of the eotton tax will make a further 
reduction of $80,000,000. State and muni- 
cipal taxation and expenditures have also 
been greatly ledoeed. The work of replac- 
ing these reeerves delayed the shock and 
distributed its effects, but could not avert 
the inevitable reaolt During the past two 
years, one by one, the various departments 
of industry prodnoed a supply equal to the 
demand. Then followed a glutted market, 
a ftn in prices, and a stagnation of business, 
by which thousands of laborers were thrown 
out of employment 

If to this it be added that the &mine in 
Europe and the drought in many of the agri- 
cultural States of the Union have kept the 
price of provisions from falling as other 
commodities have fallen, we shall have i 
sufficient explanation of the stagnation of 
business, and the unusual distress among our 
people. 

This industrial revolution has been gov- 
erned by laws beyond the reach of CongresBi 
No legislation could have arrested it at an j 
stage of its progress. The meet that oould 
possibly be done by Congress waa, to tike 
advantage of the pro^)erity it occasioned to 
raise a revenue for the support of the Gov- 
emmeut, and to mitigate the severity of Hb 
subsequent pressure, by reducing the vait 
machinery of war to the lowest scale poe- 
nble. Manifestly nothing can be more ab- 
surd than to suppose that the abundance of 
currency produced the prosperity of 1861, 
1864, and 1865, or that the want of it bUie 
cause of our present stagnation. 

In order to reach a satisfactory nader- 
standing of the currency question, it is neces- 
sary to consider somewhat fully the nature 
and functions of money or any snbstitnte for it 
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The theorj of money which formed the 
bttris of the "mercantile system" of the 
Berenteeth and eighteenth centuries has heen 
reacted hy all leadiog financiers and politi- 
cal economists for the last seventy-five years. 
That theory asserted that money is wealth • 
thit the great ohjectof every nation should 
lie to increase its amount of gold and sUver ; 
that this was a direct increase of national 
wetlth. 

It is now held as an indisputable truth 
that money is an instrument of trade and 
performs but two ftmctions. It is a measure 
of value and a medium of exchange. 

In oases of simple barter, where no money 
is used, we estimate the relative values of 
the commodities to be exchanged in dollars 
ttd cents, it being our only universal mea- 
nreof yalne. 

As a medium of exchange, money is to 
an business transactions what ships are to 
the transportation of merchandise. If a hun- 
dred Teasels of a given tonnage are just suf- 
ficient to carry all the commodities between 
two ports, any increase of the number of 
vessels will correspondingly decrease the 
valae of each as an instrument of commerce ; 
any decrease below one hundred will cor- 
respondingly increase the value of each. If 
the nomber be doubled, each will carry but 
half its usual freight, will be worth but half 
its former value for that trade. There is so 
much work to be done, and no more. A 
hundred vessels can do it all. A thousand 
ean do no more than all. 

The functions of money as a medium of 
exchange, though more complicated in their 
application, are precisely the same in princi- 
ple as the functions of the vessels in the case 
I have supposed. 

If we could ascertain the total value of 
an the exchanges effected in this country by 
meams of money in any year, and could as- 
eertain how many dollars* worth of such ex- 
ehanges can be effected in a year by one 
dollar in money, we should know how much 
money the country needed for the business 
tnnaactions of that year. Any decrease be- 
low that amount will correspondingly iu- 
orease the value of each dollar as an instru- 
ment of exchange. Ajiy increase above that 
amoimt will correspondingly decrease the 
value of each dollar. If that amount be 



doubled, each dollar of the whole mass will 
perform but half the amount of business it 
did before ; will be worth but half its for- 
mer value as a medium of exchange. 

Recurring to our illustration : if, instead 
of sailing vessels, steam vessels were sub- 
stituted, a much smaller tonnage would be 
required; so, if it were found that $500,- 
000,000 of paper, each worth seventy cents 
in gold, were sufficient for the business of 
the country, it is equally evident that $850,- 
000,000 of gold substituted for the paper 
would perform precisely the some amount 
of business. 

It should be remembered, also, that any 
improvement in the mode of transacting 
business, by which the actual use of money 
is in part dispensed with, reduces the total 
amount needed by the country. How much 
has been accomplished in this direction by 
recent improvements in bankiug may be 
seen in the operations of the deariug-houses 
in our great cities. 

The records of the New York Clearing- 
House show that from October 11, 1853, the 
date of its establishment, to October 11, 1867, 
the exchanges amounted to nearly $180,000,- 
000,000 ; to effect which, less than $8,000,-* 
000,000 of money were used, an average of 
about four per cent. ; that is, exchauges were 
made to the amount of $100,000,000 by the 
payment of $4,000,000 of money. 

It is also a settled principle that all de- 
posits in banks, drawn upon by checks and 
drafts, really serve the purpose of money. 

The amount of currency needed in the 
country depends, as we have seen, upon the 
amount of business transacted by means of 
money. The amount of business, however, 
is varied by many causes which are irregular 
and uncertain in their operation. An In- 
dian war, deficient or abundant harvests, an 
overflow of the cotton lands of the South, a 
bread famine or war in Europe, and a score 
of such causes entirely beyond the reach of 
legislation, may make money deficient this 
year and abundant next. The needed amount 
varies also from month to month in the same 
year. More money is required in the autumn, 
when the vast products of agriculture are 
being moved to market, than when the great 
army of laborers are in winter-quarters, 
awaiting the seedtime. 
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When the monej of the conntry is gold 
and silver, it adapts itself to the flactnations 
of habeas without the aid of legislation. 
If^ at an J time, we have more than is needed, 
the surplus flows off to other countries 
through the channels of international com- 
merce. If less, the deficiency is supplied 
through the same channels. Thus the mon- 
etary equilibrium is maintained. 80 im- 
mense is the trade of the worid that the 
golden streams pouring from California and 
Australia in the specie circulation, are soon 
absorbed in the great mass and equalized 
throughout the world, as the waters of all 
the rivers are spread upon the surface of all 
the seas. 

Not so, however, with an inconvertible 
paper currency. Excepting the specie used 
in payment of customs and the interest on 
our public debt, we are cut off from the 
money currents of the worid. Our currency 
resembles rather the waters of an artificial 
lake, which lie in stagnation or rise to full 
banks at the caprice of the gatekeeper. 

Gold and silver abhor depreciated paper 
money, and will not keep company with it. 
If our currency be more abundant than 
business demands, not a dollar of it can go 
abroad; if deficient, not a dollar of gold 
will come in to supply the lack. There is 
no Legblature on earth wise enough to ad- 
just such a currency to the wants of the 
country. 

Let us examine more minutely the effect 
of such a currency upon prices. Suppose that 
the business transactions of the country at 
the present time require $350,000,000 in gold. 
It is manifest that if there are just $350,000,- 
000 of legal-tender notes, and no other money 
in the country, each dollar will perform the 
full functions of a gold dollar, so far as the 
work of exchange is concerned. Now, busi- 
ness remaining the same, let $350,000,000 
more of the same kind of notes be pressed 
into circulation. The whole volume, as thus 
increased, can do no more than all the bud- 
ness. Each dollar will accomplish just half 
the work that a dollar did before the in- 
crease : but as the nominal doUar is fixed bv 
law, the effect is shown in prices being 
doubled. It requires two of these dollars to 
make the same purchase that one dollar 
made before the increase. It would require 



some time for the business of the country to 
adjust itself to the new conditions, and great 
derangement of values would ensoe ; but the 
result would at last be reached in all trans- 
actions which are controlled by the law of 
demand and supply. 

No such change of values can occur with- 
out cost Somebody must pay for it. Who 
pays in this case ? We have seen that doub- 
ling the currency finally results in reducing 
the purchasing power of each dollar one 
half; hence every man who held a legal- 
tender note at the time of the increase, and 
continued to hold it till the full effect of the 
increase was produced, suffered a loss of fifty 
per cent of its value; in other words, he 
paid a tax to the amount of half of all the 
currency in his possession. This new issue, 
therefore, by depreciating the value of all 
the currency, cost the holders of the old is- 
sue $175,000,000 ; and if the new notes were 
received at their nominal value at the date 
of issue, their holders paid a tax of $175,- 
000,000 more. No more unequal or uigust 
mode of taxation could possibly be devised. 
It would be tolerated only by being so in- 
volved in the transactions of business as to 
be concealed from observation ; but it would 
be no less real because hidden. 

But some one may say : '* This depred- 
ation would fall upon capitalists and rich 
men, who are able to bear it." 

If this were true, it would be no less un- 
just But, unfortunately, the capitalists 
would suffer less than any other class. The 
new issue would be paid in the first place in 
large amounts to the creditors of the Gov- 
ernment; it would pass from their hands 
before the depreciation had taken full effect, 
and, passing down step by step through the 
ranks of middlemen, the dead weight would 
fall at last upon the laboring classes in the 
increased price of all the necessaries of life. 
It is well known that in a general riae of 
prices wages are among the last to rise. This 
principle was illustrated in the report of the 
Special Commissioner of the Revenue for 
the year 1866. It is there shown that from 
the beginning of the war to the end of 1866, 
the average price of all commodtties had 
risen ninety per cent Wages, however, had 
risen but sixty per cent A day's labor 
would purchase but two thirds aa many of 
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the necessaries of life as it would before. 
The wrong is therefore inflicted on the la- 
borer long before his income can be ac^nsted 
to his increased expenses. It was in view 
of this truth that Daniel Webster said, in one 
of his ablest speeches : 

Of all the contrivances for cheating the la- 
boring classes of mankind, none has been more 
effeetoal than that which deludes them with pa- 
per money. This is the most effectual of inven- 
tioofl to f erUlize the rich man's field by the sweat 
of the poor man*8 brow. Ordinary tyranny, op- 
praRon, excessive taxation, these bear lightly on 
the happiness of the mass of the commumty, 
compured with a fraudulent currency and the rob- 

ries committed by depreciated paper. 



The fhiud committed and the burdens im- 
posed upon the people, in the case we have 
SQpposed^ would be less intolerable if all busi- 
neee transactions could be really adjusted to 
the new conditions ; but even this is impos- 
sible. All debts would be canceled, all con- 
traots fulfilled by payment in these notes — 
not at their real value, but for their face. All 
Mkries fixed by law, the pay of every sol- 
dier in the army, of every sailor in the navy, 
and all pensions and bounties, would be re- 
duced to half their former value. In these 
cases the effect is only injurious. Let it 
never be forgotten that every depreciation 
of our currency results in robbing the one 
hundred and eighty thousand pensioners, 
maimed heroes, crushed and bereaved wid- 
ows, and homeless orphans, who sit helpless 
at our feet. And who would be benefited 
by this policy ? A pretense of apology might 
be offered for it, if the Government could 
save what the people lose. But the system 
lacks the support of even that selfish and 
immoral consideration. The depreciation 
caused by the overissue in the case wo have 
supposed, compels the Government to pay 
just that per cent, more on all the contracts 
it makes, dn all the loans it negotiates, on 
all the supplies it purchases ; and to crown 
an, it must at last redeem all its legal-tender 
notes in gold coin, dollar for dollar. The 
advocates of repudiation have not yet been 
bold enough to deny this. 

I have thus far considered the influence 
of a redundant paper currency on the coun- 
try when its trade and industry are in a 
healthy and normal state. I now call atten- 
9 



tion to its effect in producing an unhealthy 
expansion of business, in stimulating specu- 
lation and extravagance, and in laying the 
sure foundation of commercial revulsion and 
widespread ruin. This principle is too well 
understood to require any elaboration here. 
The history of all modem nations is full of 
examples. One of the ablest American wri- 
ters on banks and banking, Mr. Gouge, thus 
sums up the result of his researches : 

The history of all our bank pressures and 
panics has been the same in 1826, in 1837, and 
in 1848 ; and the cause is given in these two sim- 
ple words — ^universal expansion. 

There still remains to be considered the 
effect of depreciated currency on our trade 
with other nations. By raising prices at 
home higher than they are abroad, imports 
are largely increased beyond the exports; 
our coin must go abroad; or, what is far 
worse for us, our bonds, which have also 
suffered depreciation, and are purchased by 
foreigners at seventy cents on the dollar. 
During the whole period of high prices oc- 
casioned by tlie war, gold and bonds have 
been steadily going abroad, notwithstanding^ 
our tariff duties, which average nearly fifty 
per cent, ad valorem. More than five hun- 
dred million dollars of our bonds are now 
held in Europe, ready to be thrown back 
upon us when any war or other sufficient 
disturbance shall occur. No tariff rates 
short of actual prohibition can prevent this 
outflow of gold while our currency is thus 
depreciated. During these years, also, our 
merchant marine steadily decreased, and 
our ship - building interests were nearly 
ruined. 

Our tonnage engaged in foreign trade, 
which amounted in 1859-60 to more than 
two and a half million tons, had fallen in 
1865-^66 to less than one and a half millions 
— a decrease of more than fifty per cent.; and 
prices of labor and material are still too high 
to enable our shipwrights to compete with 
foreign builders. 

From the facts already exhibited in refer- 
ence to our industrial revolution, and from 
the foregoing analysis of the nature and 
functions of currency, it is manifest : 

1. That the remarkable prosperity of all 
industrial enterprise during the war was not 
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caused by the abundance of currency, but by 
the unparalleled demand for every product 
of labor. 

2. That the great depression of business, 
the stagnation of trade, the ** hard times ^' 
which have prevailed during the past year, 
and which still prevail, have not been caused 
by an insufficient amount of currency, but 
mainly by the great falling off of the demand 
for all the products of labor compared with 
the increased supply since the return from 
war to peace. 

I should be satisfied to rest on these prop- 
ositions without further argument, were it 
not that the declaration is so often and so 
confidently made by members of this House, 
that there is not only no excess of currency, 
but that there is not enough for the business 
of the country. I subjoin a table, carefully 
made up from the official records, showing 
the amount of paper money in the United 
States at the beginning of each year from 
1834 to 1868 inclusive. The fractions of 
millions are omitted : 



1834, 196,000,000 

1836, 104,000,000 

1836, 140,000,000 

183Y, 149,000,000 

1838, 116,000,000 

1839, 136,000,000 

1840, 107,000,000 

1841, 107,000,000 

1842, 84,000,000 

1843, 69,000,000 

1844, 76,000,000 

1845, 90,000,000 

1846, 106,000,000 

1847, 106,000,000 

1848, 129,000,000 

1849, 116,000,000 

1860, 131,000,000 

1861, 166,000,000 



1862, 1160,000,000 

1863, 146,000,000 

1864, 206,000,000 
1866, 187,000,000 

1866, 196,000,000 

1867, 216,000,000 

1868, 136,000,000 

1869, 193,000,000 

1860, 207,000,000 

1861, 202,000,000 

1862, 218,000,000 

1863, 629,000,000 

1864, 636,000,000 
1866, 948,000,000 

1866, 919,000,000 

1867, 862,000,000 

1868, 767,000,000 



To obtain a full exhibit of the circulat- 
ing medium of the country for these years, 
it would be necessary to add to the above 
the amount of coin in circulation each year. 
This amount can not be ascertained with ac- 
curacy ; but it is the opinion of those best 
qualified to judge, that there were about 
two hundred million dollars of gold and sil- 
ver coin in the United States at the begin- 
ning of the rebellion. It is officially known 
that the amount held by the banks from 
1860 to 18G3 inclusive averaged about nine- 
ty-seven million dollars. Including bank 
reserves, the total circulation of coin and 



paper never exceeded four hundred million 
dollars before the war. Excluding the bank 
reserves, the amount was never much above 
three hundred million dollars. Daring the 
twenty-six years preceding the war the av- 
erage bank circulation was less than one 
hundred and thirty-nine million dollars. 

It is estimated that the amount of coin 
now in the United States is not less than 
$250,000,000. When it is remembered that 
there are $106,000,000 of coin in the Trea- 
sury, that customs duties and interest on the 
public debt are paid in coin alone, and that 
the currency of the States and Territories of 
the Pacific coast is wholly metallic, it will 
be seen that a large sum of gold and silver 
must be added to the volume of paper cur- 
rency in order to ascertain the whole amount 
of our circulation. It can not be succesefully 
controverted that the gold, silver, and paper, 
used as money in this country at this time, 
amount to $1,000,000,000. If we subtract 
from this amount our bank reserves, which 
amounted on the 1st of January last to 
$162,500,000, and also the cash in the na- 
tional Treasury, which at that time amounted 
to $184,000,000, we still have left in active 
circulation more than $700,000,000. 

It rests with those who assert that our 
present amount of currency is insufficient, to 
show that one hundred and fifty per oent 
more currency is now needed for the busi- 
ness of the country than was needed in 
1860. To escape this difficulty, it has been 
asserted, by some honorable members, that 
the country never had currency enough ; and 
that credit was substituted before tiie war 
to supply the lack of money. It is a perfect 
answer to this, that in many of the States a 
system of free banking prevailed ; and sach 
banks pushed into circulation all the money 
they could find a market for. 

The table I have submitted shows how 
perfect an index the currency is of the 
healthy or unhealthy condition of business, 
and that every great financial crisis, daring 
the period covered by the table, has been 
preceded by a great increase, and followed 
by a great and sudden decrease, in the vol- 
ume of paper money. The rise and fall of 
mercury in the barometer is not more surely 
indicative of an atmospheric storm, than is 
a sudden increase or decrease of corrency 
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indioative of financial disaster. Within the 
period covered by the table there were four 
gnat financial and commercial crises in this 
eonntry. They occurred in 1837, 1841, 1854, 
and 1857. Now observe the change in the 
Tolame of paper currency for those years. 

On the first day of January, 1887, the 
amount had risen to $149,000,000, an in- 
crease of nearly fifty per cent in three 
years. Before the end of that year, the 
reekless expansion, speculation, and over- 
trading which caused the increase, had re- 
solted in terrible collapse ; and on the 1st 
of January, 1838, the volume was reduced 
to $116,000,000. Wild lands, which specu- 
lation had raised to fifteen and twenty dol- 
lars per acre, fell to one dollar and a half 
and two dollars, accompanied by a corre- 
sponding depression in all branches of busi- 
ness. Immediately after the crisis of 1841, 
the bank circulation decreased twenty -five 
per cent., and by the end of 1842 was re- 
duced to $58,500,000, a decrease of nearly 
fi% per cent. 

At the beginning of 1853 the amount 
was $146,000,000. Speculation and expan- 
sion had swelled it to $205,000,000 by the 
end of that year, and thus introduced the 
crash of 1854. At the beginning of 1857 
the paper money of the country reached its 
highest point of inflation up to that time. 
There were nearly $215,000,000, but at the 
end of that disastrous year the volume had 
iailen to $135,000,000, a decrease of nearly 
forty per cent, in less than twelve months. In 
the great crashes preceding 1837 the same 
conditions are invariably seen — great expan- 
non, follow^ by a violent collapse, not only 
in paper money, but in loans and discounts ; 
and those manifestations have always been 
accompanied by a corresponding fluctuation 
in prices. 

In the great crash of 1819, one of the 
iererest this country ever suffered, there 
was a complete prostration of business. It 
Is recorded in Niles's Register for 1820 that, 
in that year, an Ohio miller sold four barrels 
of flonr to raise five dollars, the amount of 
has sobscription to that paper. Wheat was 
twenty cents per bushel, and corn ten cents. 
About the same time, Mr. Jeficrson wrote to 
Kathaniel Macon : 

We have now no standard of value. I am 



asked eighteen dollars for a yard of broadcloth 
which, when we had dollars, I used to get for 
eighteen shillings. 

But there is one quality of such a currency 
more remarkable than all others — ^its strange 
power to delude men. The spells and en- 
chantments of legendary witchcraft were 
hardly so wonderful. Most delusions can 
not be repeated ; they lose their power after 
a full exposure. Not so with irredeemable 
paper money. From the days of John Law 
its history has been a repetition of the same 
story, with only this diflference : no nation 
now resorts to its use except from over- 
whelming necessity ; but whenever any na- 
tion is fairly embarked, it fioats on the de- 
lusive waves, and, like the lotus-eating com- 
panions of Ulysses, wishes to return no more. 

Into this very delusion many of our fel- 
low citizens and many members of this 
House have fallen. Ilardly a member of 
either House of the Thirty-seventh or Thirty- 
eighth Congress spoke on the subject who 
did not deplore the necessity of resorting 
to inconvertible paper money, and protest 
against its continuance a single day beyond' 
the inexorable necessities of the war. The 
remarks of Mr. Fessenden, when he reported 
the first legal-tender bill from the Finance 
Committee of the Senate, in February, 1862, 
fully exhibit the sentiment of Congress at 
that time. He assured the country that the 
measure was not to be resorted to as a pol- 
icy ; that it was what it professed to be, a 
temporary expedient; that he agreed with 
the declaration of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means of the House that 
it was not contemplated to issue more than 
$150,000,000 of legal-tender notes. 

This, I repeat, was the almost unanimous 
sentiment of the Thirty-seventh Congress; 
aod though subsequent necessity compelled 
both that and the Thirty-eighth Congress 
to make new issues of paper, yet the danger 
was always confessed and the policy and 
purpose of speedy resumption were kept 
steadily iu view. So anxious were the mem- 
bers of the Thirty-eighth Congress that the 
temptation to new issues should not over- 
come them or their successors, that they 
bound themselves, by a kind of financial 
temperance pledge, that there never should 
be a further increase of legal-tender notes. 
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I7 forward in the policy of gradual resump- 
tion of specie paymeots and a return to the 
old standard of values, until the pressure of 
fantog prices and hard times began to be 
felt; and now manj are shrinking from the 
good work thej have nndertaken, are turn- 
ing back from the path they so worthily re- 
floved to pursue, and are asking Oongress to 
plooge the nation deeper than ever into the 
abTss from which it has been struggling so 
earnestly to escape. Did any reflecting man 
snppose it possible for the country to return 
i>om the high prices, the enormous ezpan- 
non of business, debt, and speculation occa- 
sioned by the war, without much depression 
and temporary distress? The wit of man 
has never devised a method by which the 
vast commercial and industrial interests of a 
nation can suffer the change from peace to 
war, and from war back to peace, without 
brdship and loss. The homely old maxim, 
*^What goes up must come down," applies 
to our situation with peculiar force. The 
'^ coming down" is inevitable. Congress 
ean only break the fall and mitigate its evils 
by a^usting the taxation, the expenditures, 
and the currency of the country to the 
changed conditions of affairs. This it is our 
duty to do with a firm and steady hand. 

Much of this work has already been done. 
Our national expenditures have been very 
considerably reduced, but the work of re- 
trmohing expenditures can go, and should 
go, much further. Very many, perhaps too 
many, of our national taxes have been re- 
moved. But if this Oongress shall consent 
to break down the dikes, and let in on the 
coontry a new flood of paper money for the 
temporary relief of business, we shall see all 
the evils of our present situation return after 
a few months with redoubled force. 

It is my clear conviction that the most 
formidable danger with which the country 
18 now threatened is a large increase in the 
volume of paper money. 

Shall we learn nothing from experience ? 
Shall the warnings of the past be unheeded? 
What other nation has so painfully spelled 
oat, letter by letter and word by word, the 
terrible meaning of irredeemable paper 
money, whether known by the name of 
colonial bills. Continental currency, or notes 
of dishonored banks ? Most of the colonies 



had suffered untold evils from depreciated 
paper before the Revolution. Massachusetts 
issued her first bills of credit in 1690, to meet 
a war debt, and, after sixty years of vain and 
delusive efforts to make worthless paper 
serve the purposes of money, found her in- 
dustry perishing under the weight of colony 
bills equal in nominal value to $11,000,000, 
which, though made a legal tender and 
braced up by the severest laws, were worth 
but twelve per cent, of their face ; and, under 
the lead of Hutchinson, a far-sighted and 
courageous statesman, in 1750 resumed spe- 
cie payment, canceled all her bills, and by 
law prohibited the circulation of paper 
money within her borders, and made it a 
crime punishable by a fine of £100 for any 
Governor to approve any bill to make it a 
legal tender. 

For the next quarter of a century Massa- 
chusetts enjoyed the blessings of a sound 
currency. . Rhode Island clung to the delu- 
sion many years longer. More than one 
hundred pages of Arnold's history of that 
colony are devoted to portraying the dis- 
tress and confusion resulting from this cause 
alone. The history of every colony that is- 
sued bills is a repetition of the same sad story. 

The financial history of the Revolution 
is too familiar to need repetition here, but 
there are points in that history of which an 
American Congress can not be too often re- 
minded. Nowhere else were all the quali- 
ties of irredeemable paper money so fully 
exhibited. From the first emission of $2,- 
000,000, in 1775, till the last, in 1781, when 
$360,000,000 had been issued, there appeared 
to be a purpose, perpetually renewed but 
always broken, to restrict the amount and 
issne no more. Each issue was to be the 
last. But notwithstanding the enormous 
volume reluctantly put in circulation, our 
fathers seemed to believe that its value could 
be kept up by legislation. They denounced 
in resolutions of Congress the first depre- 
ciation of these bills as the work of enemies; 
and in January, 1776, resolved : 

That if any person shall hereafter be so lost 
to all virtue and regard for his country as to re- 
fuse to receive said bills in payment, etc, he shall 
be treated as an enemy, and precluded from all 
trade or intercourse with the inhabitants of these 
colonies. 
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Bat th«7 found before Uie Btmggle ended 
ibtt the meiorable lawB of valaa were above 
hnmon legislation j that resolationa can not 
DoUif? the truths of tbe moltiplication table. 

The bills pssBcd nearly at par nntU tbe 
iasnes exceeded nine million». At the end 
of 1776 they wore worth Berentj-five per 
cent, of thoir Domina] value; at the end of 
17T7, twenty-five; at tbe end of 1TT8, six- 
teen; at tbe end of 17T9, two and a haU; 
and at the end of 1760 they were worth 
bnt one cent on the dollar. Four montbs 
later |fiDO in Continental bills were selling 
for one dollar in specie. Peletiah Webster, 
inneo, said: 

Tbe fatal enor that tbe credit and eaneaej 
of Continental none; could be kept up and aup- 
ported by acta of compulaiaQ, entered lo deep 
jQ the minds of Congrcu and all departments of 
administration through tbe Stales, that no con. 
sideralioD of justice, religion, or policy, or even 
eiperlcnce of its utter ineffidencj, coold eradi- 
cate it ; it lecmed a kind of obsUnatc deUrium, 
totally deaf to every argument drawn from jua- 
tice and right, from ila natural tendency and 
mischief, and from commoa jueticc, and even 
from common acnae. . . . This ruinoua priud- 
plc was eonUnued In practice for Eve sue- 
ccsdve years, and appeared in all shapea and 
forma, 1. c., Icgil-tender acts, timitation of prices, 
)d awful and threatening declaraUons, and in 
penal iawa. . ■ . Many thooaand families of 
full and easy fortune were ruined by these fatal 
meaauies, and lie in inina to^ay (nvo), with- 
out the least benefit to the country or to the 
great and noble cause la which they wcro then 
engaged. 

In summiDg up the evils of the Coctlnen- 
tnl cnrrcDcy, after speaking of the t«rribte 
hardships of tlie war, the destraction of 
property by the enemy, who at times during 
Its progress held eleven ont nf tbe thirteen 
Btato capitals, Mr. Webster, who had seen it 
all, said : 

Tct lbc«e evils weie not aa great ai those 
whicli were caused by ConUnental money and the 
conK^uent Irregularities of the Anaedsl ejetcm. 
We have auffcted fram this caufe more than from 
every other cause ot calamity ; it has killed more 
mm, pervaded and rorruptcd tlie choicest Intcn 
eatsof our country more, and d.)ne more iniusilce, 
than evMi the amis and artiAces of our cnrmies. 

Itiit let it never be fori^iKtcn that t)ic 



fathers of the Revolation saw, at last, the 
fatal error into which they bad fallen, and 
even la tbe midst of their great trials restored 
to tbe yonng nation then sbn^Iiag for its 
existeace its standard of valae^ its ba^ for 
bouest and honorable indastry. 

In 1781, Robert Uoiris waa i^p<dnted 
Superintendent of finance. He made a re* 
turn to epeoie payments tbe condition of his 
acceptance ; and, on the 22d of Hay, Congress 
declared, "That the calculation of the ex- 
penses of the present campaign shall be made 
in solid coin " ; and — 

That eiperienoe having evinced the inefficient 
of all attempts to support the credit of paper 
money by compolsoiy acts. It la reoomniended to 
such Slates where laws milling paper bills a ten. 
dcr yet exist to repeal the same. 

Thus were tbe financial interests of the 
nation rescued from dishonor and atter 

Tbe state of the correnoy from the close 
of the war to the establishment of the Quv- 
emment under tbe Oonstitution was most 
deplorable. The separata States had been 
seized with the mania for paper money, and 
were rivaling each other in the extrava- 
gance of their issnes and the rigQr of thni 
financial laws. One by one they were able, 
at last, to conqner the evila into which paper 
money bad plnnged Uiem. In 1784 Jama 
Madison wrote from Richmond, to Geoenl 
Washington, the Joyfo] news that the Vir- 
ginia Le^slatore had, by a mq}ixity of 84 to 
17, voted— 

Paper money nnjntt, Impolitic destructive ot 
public and private conSdence, and ot that vlitee 
wlucfa ia the basis of republican gOTemmenL 

The p^>6r money of Kassachnaetta was 
the chief oanse of Sbays's rebellion. The 
paper money of Rhode Island kept thst 
State for several years from coming into the 

Nearly half a century afterward, Daniel 
Webster, reviewing the fieanoial history ot 
the period now under oonsidention, aaid: 

From the cloee of the war to tbe time ot tbe 
adoption of tlus Ccmatitntioa, as 1 verily bdSeve, 
tbe people suffered aa Bmdi, eioapt In loM ot Hfe, 
from the disordered state of the caneo^aDd 
tbe prostration of oommerce awl hnriniM aa tfaey 
suffered daring tbe war. 
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With such an experience, it is not won- 
derful that the framers of onr Oonstitntion 
ahoald have undertaken to protect their de- 
flcendants from the evils thej had themselves 
esdared. 

Bj reference to the Madison Papers, vol- 
ume three, pages 134^^46,it will be seen that, 
in the first draft of the Oonstitntion, there 
▼M a clause giving Congress the power " to 
borrow money and emit bills on the credit 
of the United States.'' 

On the 16th of Angast, 1787, daring the 
final revision, Gonvernenr Morris moved to 
strike out the clause authorizing the emission 
of biDs. Mr. Madison dedlared that he voted 
to strike it oat so as to ** cut off the pre- 
text for a paper currency, and particular- 
ly for making the bills a tender either for 
pnblio or private debts." Mr. Ellsworth 
^'thoagfat this a favorable time to shut and 
bar the door against paper money. The mis- 
chief of the various experiments which had 
been made was now fresh in the public 
mind, and had excited the disgust of dl the 
respectable part of America.'' Mr. Read 
*^ thought that the words, if not struck oat, 
would be as alarming as the mark of the 
Beast in Revelation." Mr. Langdon had 
rather reject the whole ** plan than retain 
the three words * and emit bills.' " 

The clause was stricken out by a vote of 
nine States to two. Twelve days later, Roger 
Sherman, remarking that '^ this is a favor- 
able crisis for crushing paper money," moved 
'* to prohibit the States from emitting bills 
of credit, or making anything but gold and 
ailrer coin a tender in payment of debts." 
Tlua dause was placed in the Constitution 
by a Yote of eight States to two. Thus our 
fathers supposed they had protected us 
against the very evil which now afBicts the 
nation. 



TAB DEMOCRATIC PARTY ARRAIGNED 
AT THE BAR OF PUBLIC OPINION. 

Sj^Mch at the Bepvhlican Man Meeting in 
Cleceland^ Saturday Bveningy October 
11, 1879. 

Fbuow OmzDre: The distinguished 
gentlemen who have preceded me have cov- 
ered the ground 00 completely and so ad- 



mirably that I have a very easy task. I 
will pick up a few straws here and there 
over the broad field, and ask you for a few 
moments to look at them. I take it for 
granted that every thoughtful, intelligent 
man would be glad, if he could, to be on 
the right side, believing that in the long run 
the right side will be the strong side. I take 
it for granted that every man would like to 
hold political opinions that will live some 
time, if he could. It is a very awkward 
thing indeed to adopt a political opinion, 
and trust to it, and find that it will not live 
over night It would be an exceedingly 
awkward thing to go to bed alone with 
your political doctrine, trusting and believ- 
ing in it, thinking it is true, and wake ap in 
the morning and find it a corpse in your 
arms. 

I should be glad, for my part, to hold to 
a political doctrine that would live all 
through summer, and stand the frost, and 
stand a freeze in the winter, and come oat 
alive and true in the spring. I should like 
to adopt political doctrines that would live 
longer than my dog. I should be glad to 
hold to a political doctrine that would live 
longer than I shall live, and that my chil- 
dren after me might believe in as true, and 
say : " This doctrine is true to-day, and it 
was true fifty years ago, when my father 
adopted it." 

Every great political party that has done 
this country any good has given to it some 
immortal ideas that have outlived all the 
members of that party. The old Federal 
party gave great, permanent ideas to this 
country that are still alive. The old Whig 
party did the same. The old, the very old, 
Democratic party did the same — the party 
of Andrew Jackson, Benton, and Calhoun. 
But the modem Democratic party has given 
this country in the last twenty years no idea 
that has lived to be four years old. I mean 
an idea, not a passion. The Democratic par- 
ty has had passions that have lasted longer 
than that. They have had an immortal ap- 
petite for office. That is jast as strong to- 
day as it was twenty years ago. Somebody 
has called the Democratic party " an organ- 
ized appetite." But that is not an idea ; that 
is of the belly, and not of the heart, nor of 
the brain. I say again, they have given to 
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tills couDtry no great national idea or doc- 
trine that has lived to be four years old ; 
and if we had in this great park, as in a 
great field, herded here together all the ideas 
that the Democratic party has uttered and 
put forth in the last twenty years, there 
would not be fonnd a four-year-old in the 
lot — hardly a three-year-old — hardly a two- 
year-old. They have adopted a doctrine just 
to last till election was over ; and if it did 
not succeed, they have dropped it to try 
another ; and they have tried another until 
it failed, and then tried another ; and it has 
been a series of mere trials to catch success. 
Whenever they have started in a campaign, 
they have looked out to all the political 
bams to see how the tin roosters were point- 
ing, to learn from the political weather- 
cocks which way the wind is likely to blow ; 
and then they have made their doctrines 
accordingly. This is no slander of the Dem- 
ocratic party. As my friend Mr. Foster 
has said, this is trae not so much of the body 
of the party as of the leaders. What a dance 
they have put the good, sound, quiet, steady- 
going Democrat through durmg the last twen- 
ty years 1 They made him denounce our war 
for a long time ; and then, when it was all 
over, they made him praise it. They made 
him vote with a party that called our sol- 
diers " Lincoln's hirelings," and " Lincoln's 
dogs " ; and this very day one of the men who 
did that is parading up and down this State, 
praismg the Democratic party because it has 
two soldiers at the head of its ticket, and 
sneering at us because Mr. Foster was not a 
soldier in the field. 

That party has taken both sides of every 
great question in this country in the last 
twenty years. They are ui favor of the war 
— after it is over. They are in favor of hard 
money — or they will be next year, after it is 
an accomplished fact. They were opposed 
to greenbacks when greenbacks were neces- 
sary to save the life of the nation, and when 
they thought it would be popular to oppose 
greenbacks. The moment they found it was 
unpopular tliey faced the other way, and 
declared that the greenback was the best 
currency the world ever saw. 

I would like to ask that good, old, quiet 
Democrat how he has felt when they have 
told him to vote against the war one year 



and then praise it the next, and he had to 
foUow his leaders all the while ; how he felt 
when they told him to curse greenbacks, and 
he voted the ticket, and then when they or- 
dered him to wheel right around on his heel 
and march the other way, and vote the Dem- 
ocratic ticket all the time. They told him, 
for example, that the proposition to let the 
negro have his freedom was an outrageous 
thing that must not be listened to, and he 
voted the Democratic ticket. A little while 
after, they came around and said : ** We will 
enforce all the amendments of the Constitu- 
tion — ^the negro amendment among the rest 
— and we are among the best friends that the 
negro ever had." And yet he voted with 
them every time, facmg right the other way. 
When we proposed to give the ballot to the 
negro, they said : ** Why, he is an inferior 
race. God made him to be a hewer of wood 
and a drawer of water. He is inferior to 
us. He is of bad odor, and bad every way, 
of low intelligence, and we will never, never 
allow him to vote." What do they say now ? 
They are cooing and billing with every negro 
that will listen to them, and asking him to 
vote the Democratic ticket They are say- 
ing to him: **My friend, the Democratic 
party was always a good friend of the negro. 
The Democratic party knows the negro bet- 
ter than the Republicans do. We have been 
nearer to you. We know your habits. We 
understand your character, and we can do 
you more good." Yes, they have been 
nearer to you. The fellow that flogs you 
with a cat-o'-nine-tails has to be pretty near 
to you. They have a warm feeling for you. 
The man who brands your cheek with a red- 
hot iron gets up a good deal of warmth to- 
ward you. 

But, my friends, the curious thing is, 
how a steady-going, consistent Democrat can 
have followed all these crooks and turns and 
facings-about of his party in all these years, 
and not have gotten dizzy by turning so fre- 
quently. They shouted for hard money, and 
he voted the Democratic ticket. They shout- 
ed for soft money, and he voted the Demo- 
cratic ticket. They said the three amend- 
ments to the Constitution were void, and 
should not be obeyed, and he voted the 
Democratic ticket. They walked right out 
to the next great election bringing Horace 
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Onelejin tbeir arms, and said, "We will 
c$nj oat all the amendments to the Consti- 
tution; we will be the best friend of the 
sUre in the world,^' and he voted the Demo- 
cratio ticket, following in the same wake. 

Now, my friends, there has not been a 
leading propheoy, there has not been a lead- 
ing doctrine pat forward by the Democratic 
par^ in all these years that it has not itself 
ibnidoned. I do not believe there is a fair- 
mlDded Democrat here to-night who does 
not rejoice in his soal that his party has 
ibandoned the leading doctrines of the last 
tweaty years. Are yoa sorry, my Demo- 
cratic friend, that slavery is dead? I be- 
lieve yon are not Then yoa are glad that 
ire oatvoted yoa when yoa tried to keep it 
afiye. Are yoa sorry that rebellion and se- 
oeasion are dead? If yoa are not, then yoa 
are glad that you were overwhelmed and 
oatvoted when yoa tried to keep the party 
that sostained them alive. Are yoa glad 
that oar war was not a failare? If yoa are, 
joa are glad that we votied yon down in 
186i, when yonr central doctrine was that 
the war was a failare and mast be stopped. 
If yoa are glad of so many things, will yoa 
not be glad when we have voted down yoar 
party next Taesday and elected Charley Fos- 
ter Governor of Ohio? 

There are two great reasons why the peo- 
ple of this State are going to do it. One is, 
that they do not intend to allow any more 
fooling with the basiness of this coantry. 
For the last foar years the chief obstacle in 
the way of the restoration of basiness pros- 
perity and the full employment of labor in 
this coantry has been the danger threatened 
to yoa by the politicians in Congress. Basi- 
ness has waited to awaken. Prosperity has 
been trying to come. General Swing tells 
OS that it is Divine Providence and a good 
crop that broaght revival of basiness this 
year. I remind General Swing that we had 
a botmtifal crop last year, and basiness did 
not revive. I remind him that the year be- 
fore was a year of great harvest and plenty, 
and prosperity did not come. 

Do yoa know that when we commenced 
this campaign, General Swing began to 
preach his old sermon of last year — his gos- 
pel of gloom, and darkness, and distress, and 
misery ; and some of his friends said : *^ Bat 



see here, Swing, the famaoes are aflame; 
the mills are busy. It will not do to talk 
that these people are all in distress." And 
for a week or two Mr. Swing denied that 
there was any revival of business. He denied 
it flatly. Bat every mill roared in his ears, 
and every furnace and forge flashed in his 
eyes the truth that there was a revival of 
business ; and then for about four days he 
undertook to say that it was a campaign 
dodge of the Republican party; that they 
started up a few iron-mills until election to 
affect the election. But that would not 
work, for Democratic States began to start 
their iron-mills, rebel States began to boom 
in basiness, and that second explanation of 
Mr. Swinges would not work. Then he un- 
dertook, and is yet undertaking, to explain 
this prosperity away. I heard a gentleman 
lately tell an incident that illustrates this 
futile attempt of Mr. Swing. Sngland 
wanted Garibaldi to be married to some dis- 
tinguished Snglish lady, so as to ally free 
Italy to Sngland. They got it well talked 
up in diplomatic circles; but finally some 
unfortunate fellow suggested a fact that dis- 
turbed their calculations. It was that Gari- 
baldi was married; that he bad a young, 
healthy wife, likely to outlive him. The old 
diplomatists, not to be balked by any ob- 
stacles, said: "Never mind; we will get 
Gladstone to explain her away." Gladstone 
is a very able man, but when he attempts to 
explain away as real a thing as a woman, 
and a wife at that, he undertakes a great 
contract. Thomas Swing is not any abler 
than Gladstone, and his attempt to explain 
away this prosperity of our country will be 
more disastrous than the attempt of Glad- 
stone would have been if he bad made it. 
Svery where be goes it meets him. 

Pig-iron in this country, the lowest form 
of the iron product, has risen in price al- 
most thirteen dollars the ton since re- 
sumption came ; and all industries depend- 
ing upon it have risen in proportion. My 
only fear, and I say it to the business men 
around me to-night, is that the revival of 
business is coming too fast, and that we may 
overdo it and bring a reaction by and by. 
But that prosperity has come, and, if we do 
not abuse it, has come to stay, I have no 
doubt. I do not claim that the resumption 
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of specie payinonts has done it all. I admit 
that the favorable balance of trade, that the 
operation of oar tariff laws, that our own 
great crops and the failure of crops in Earope 
have done mnch to secure and aid this revi- 
val of business. 

Bat there is an element in this revival 
distinctly and markedly traceable to the re- 
sumption of specie pajments, and I ask yoar 
indulgence for a half a minute to state it. 

All over this country there was hidden 
away in the hands of private men, in stock- 
ing-feet, in tillS| in safes, capital that they 
dared not invest. Why ? Because they did 
not know what Congress would do ; wheth- 
er it would vote their prosperity up or down, 
whether the wild vagaries of fiat money 
should rule, or whether the old God-made 
dollar of the Constitution and the fathers, 
the hundred-cent dollar, the dollar all round, 
should come to be our standard or not ; and 
they waited. But the moment our Govern- 
ment, in spite of the Democratic party, in 
spite of the fiat-money party, in spite of all 
croakers of all parties, resolved to redeem 
the great war promises of the nation, and 
lift our currency up to be as good as gold 
the world over, that moment the great need- 
ed restoration of confidence came; and when 
it came, capital came out of its hiding-places 
and invested itself in business. And that 
investment, that confidence, that stability, 
gave the grand and needed impetus to the 
restoration of prosperity in this country. 

Now, what has been the trouble with 
us? 1860 was one shore of prosperity, and 
1879 the other; and between those two 
high shores has fiowed the broad, deep, 
dark river of fire and blood and disaster 
through which this nation has been com- 
pelled to wade, and in whose depths it has 
been almost suffocated and drowned. In 
the darkness of that terrible passage we 
carried liberty in our arms ; we bore the 
Union on our shoulders ; and we bore in our 
hearts and on our arms what was even better 
than liberty and Union — we bore the faith, 
and honor, and public trust of this mighty 
nation. And never, until we came up out of 
the dark waters, out of the darkness of that 
terrible current, and planted our feet upon 
the solid shore of 1879 — never, I say, till 
then could this country look back to the 



other shore and feel that its feet were on 
solid ground, and then look forward to the 
rising uplands of perpetual peace and pros- 
perity that should know no dimination in 
the years to come. 

I r^oioe, for my part, that the party to 
which I belong has not been fighting against 
God in this struggle for prosperity. I rejoice 
that the party to which I belong has not 
had its prospects hurt by the coming of 
prosperity. Can you say as much, my 
Democratic friend, for your party ? Would 
it not have been better for you at the polls 
next Tuesday if the blight had fallen upon 
our great com crop, if the Colorado beetle 
had swept every potato field in America, 
if the early frost had smitten us all ? Don^t 
you think Mr. Ewing could then have talked 
more eloquently about the grief, and suffer- 
ing, and outrage, and hard times brought 
upon you by the Republican policy of re- 
sumption ? I should be ashamed to belong 
to a political party whose prospects were 
hurt by the blessing of my country. 

But so it was all during the war. Just 
before election any time in Ohio during the 
war, a great battle that won a victory over 
the rebellion hurt the Democratic party in 
this State, and they walked about our streets 
looking down their noses in sadness and 
gloom, recognizing that their ballots would 
be fewer on election day because of the suc- 
cess of our arms ; and if our soldiers were 
overwhelmed in battle, if five thousand of 
your children were slaughtered on the field 
by the enemies of the Republic, the Demo- 
crats in Ohio walked more confidently to the 
polls on election day, and said: "Didn't I 
tell you so?'' There is something wrong 
with a party about which those things oould 
be truthfully said ; and you know that they 
are the truth. 

Now, I leave all that with this single re- 
flectiou: that it is to me for my par^a 
matter of pride and congratulation that in all 
the darkness of these years we have not de- 
ceived you by any cunning device to flatter 
your passions or your hopes. We have told 
you these are hard times; we are in the 
midst of suffering, and there is no patent 
process by which you can get out of it. Ton 
can not print yourselves rich. Yon have got 
to suffer and be strong. Ton have got to 



GENERAL GARFIELD'S SPEECHES. 



137 



endure and be economical. Ton have got 
to wait in patience and do justice, keep joor 
pkdges, keep your promises, obey the laws, 
and by and by prosperity will come with its 
blessings npon yoo. We have now nothing 
to take back. We rejoice that we were true 
to yoo in the days of darkness, and we con- 
grstnlate you that yon have stood by the 
troth until your hoar of triamph has come. 
I said there were two reasons why I 
thought we would triumph next Tuesday. I 
have hinted at one ; I will now speak briefly 
of the other. I mean to say that the great 
audiences that have gathered everywhere in 
Ohio during this campaign have had more 
than finance in their hearts. They have 
thought of something as much liigher than 
finance, as liberty is more precious than cash. 
They have been moved — and I ask all Demo- 
crats to hear it with patience— by what I 
venture to call the new rebellion against 
liberty and this Government. I do not mean 
a rebellion with guns, for I think that was 
tried to the heart's content of the people that 
undertook it. Not that, but another one no 
less wicked in purpose and no less dangerous 
in character. Let me try in a few words, if 
it be possible to reach all this vast audience, 
to make you understand what I mean by this 
new rebellion. 

Pellow citizens, what is the central 
thought in American life? What is the 
germ out of which all our institutions were 
bom, and have been developed? Let me 
give it to you in a word. When the May- 
fiower was about to land her precious 
freight upon the shore of Plymouth, the 
Pilgrim Fathers gathered in the cabin of that 
Kttle ship, on a stormy November day, and, 
after praying to Almighty God for the sue- 
oeas of their great enterprise, drew up and 
signed what is known in history, and what 
will be known to the last syllable of recorded 
time, as " the Pilgrim Oovenant.'* In that 
Covenant is one sentence which I ask you to 
take home with you to-night. It is this: 
*' We agree before God and each other that 
the freely expressed will of the majority 
akall be the law of all, which we will all 
obey.'' [Applause.] Ah, fellow citizens, it 
does honor to the heads and the hearts of a 
great New England audience here, on this 
Western Beserve, to applaud the grand and 



simple sentiment of tlie Pilgrim Fathers. 
They said: ^*No standing army shall be 
needed to make us obey. We will erect here 
in America a substitute for monarchy, a sub- 
stitute for despotism, and that substitute 
shall be the will of the majority as the law 
of all.'' And that germ, planted on the 
rocky shores of New England, has sprung 
up, and all the trees of oar liberty have 
grown from it into the beauty and glory of 
this year of our life. 

Over against that there grew up in the 
South a spirit in absolute antagonism to the 
"Pilgrim Covenant." That spirit, engen- 
dered by the institution of slavery, became 
one of the most powerful and despotic of 
all the forces on the face of this globe. 

Let me state, even as an apology for that 
tyranny — if you and I owned a powder 
mill in the city of Cleveland, we would 
have a right to make some very stringent 
and arbitrary rules about that powder mill. 
We would have a right to say that no man 
should enter it who bad nails in the heels of 
liis boots, because a single step might ex- 
plode it, and ruin us all. But that would be 
an absurd law to make about your own 
house or about a greengrocer's shop. 

Now, the establishment of the institution 
of slavery required laws and customs abso- 
lutely tyrannical in their character. Nails 
in the heels of your boots in a powder mag- 
azine would be safety compared with letting 
education into slavery. It was an institution 
that would be set on fire by the torch of 
knowledge, and they know it ; and therefore 
they said, " The shining gates of knowledge 
shall be shut everywhere whore a slave 
lives. It shall be a crime to teach a black 
man the alphabet ; a crime greater still to 
teach liim the living oracles of Almighty 
God ; for if once the golden rule of Christ 
finds its way into the heart of a negro man, 
and he learns the literature of liberty, our 
institution is in danger." Hence the whole 
Southern people became a disciplined, band- 
ed, absolute despotism over the politics of 
their section. They had to be. I do not 
blame them. I only blame the system that 
compelled them to be so. Now, therefore, 
all before the war the Southern people 
were the best disciplined politicians in this 
world. They were organized on the one 
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great idea of protecting their Sonthem bo- 
cietj with slaverj at its center. Do you 
know the power of discipline ? Here is a 
vast audience of ten or fifteen thoosand 
people in this square, and yon are not or- 
ganized. One resolute capt^n with one 
hundred resolute, disciplined soldiers, such 
as stormed the heights of Kenesaw, could 
sweep through this square and drive us all 
out hither and thither at their pleasure. 
And that is nothing against our courage. 
It is in favor of their discipline. The 
clinched fist of Southern slaveholders was 
too much for the great, hulkj, proud strength 
of the North. They went to Washington, 
consolidated for one purpose, and they called 
all their fellows around them from the 
North, and said, '^Give way to our doc- 
trine, and you have our friendship and sup- 
port. Go against us at all, and we rule you 
out of place and power." The result was 
that the Southern politicians absolutely com- 
manded and controlled their Northern allies. 
They converted the Northern Democrats 
into doughfaces of the most abject pattern ; 
and you know here to-night, if there be a 
Democrat who listens to me, that the Re- 
publican party was bom as a protest against 
the tyranny of that Southern political hier- 
archy that made slaves of all Northern 
Democrats. Three quarters of the Republi- 
can party were made up twenty-five years 
ago of Democrats that would no longer con- 
sent to be slaves. 

Now, why am I going into that long ti- 
rade in the past? For this purpose. After 
the war was over, and reconstruction com- 
pleted, this same Southern political hierar- 
chy came back into power in Washington, 
and to-day they are as consolidated as the 
slaveholding politicians of 1860-'61 were I 
And to-day they hold in their grip absolute- 
ly all the Northern members of their party I 
The Northern doughface has again appeared 
in American politics, and he is found wher- 
ever a Democratic Congressman sits. I say, 
without offense, it is the literal truth that 
this day there is not in all this country a 
free and absolutely independent - minded 
Democratic member of either House of your 
Congress at Washington. 

Now, let me go back for a moment, and 
return to this point with a reenforcement. 



Are you aware that there is one thing tbat 
can kill this country, and kill it beyond all 
hope ? That one thing is the destruction or 
enslavement of its voting population. The 
voting population of the United States is 
the only sovereign on this continent. Tou 
talk about the sovereign States, or even the 
sovereign Nation. A corporation is not a 
sovereign. The corporation that we call 
Ohio was made by the people, and they are 
its sovereigns. Even the grand corporation 
that we call the United States was created 
also by the people, who are its superiors, 
and its only sovereigns. Now, therefore, 
if anything happens in this country to cor- 
rupt, or enslave, or destroy the voters of 
the United States, that is an irreparable in- 
jury to liberty and the Union. If in £urope 
they slay a sovereign, one man is killed, and 
another can be found to take his place ; but 
when they slay our sovereign, there is no 
heir to the throne; our sovereign has no 
successor. 

Well, now, that is rather general, but I 
ask you to come down to particulars. Let 
me make this statement to you : in 1872, only 
seven years ago, in the eleven States that 
went into rebellion there were cast, at a 
free and fair election, 759,000 Republican 
votes and 650,000 Democratic votes. There 
is liberty for yon ! There are a million and 
a quarter of free voting citizens casting their 
ballots for the men of their choice ! 

This country has been growing in the 
last seven years, but let me tell yon what 
calamity has hi^pened to us. In those same 
eleven late Rebel States there have disap- 
peared apparently from the face of the earth 
400,000 American voters. Fellow citixena, 
that is an awful sentence which I have just 
spoken in your hearing. I repeat it. In 
eleven States of this Union there have dis- 
appeared apparently from the face of the 
earth 400,000 American voters. Where 
have they gone f They are all Repablicans. 
Have they gone to the Democratic par^! 
No ; for the Democratic party has also lost 
some of its voters in those States. What 
has happened ? I will tell you. That apirit 
of Southern tyranny, that old spirit of des- 
potism bom of slavery, has arisen and killed 
freedom in the South. It has slain liberty in at 
least seven of the eleven States of the Soulk 
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It happened in this wise: In 1872, in 
five States of the South, we had a marked, 
orvwhelming, and fair migoritj of Repabli- 
cin votes. For example, in the State of 
Husiflsippi, at the Oongressional election of 
1872, there were thrown 80,803 Republican 
Totes, and there were thrown 40,&00 Demo- 
entic votes. That was a fair test of the 
strength of the two parties. Five Repabli- 
eans and one Democrat were elected to Gon- 
gren from the State of Mississippi. Six 
years passed, and in 1878 there were jast 
2,056 Repablican votes thrown m the State 
of Mississippi. Howmany Democratic votes? 
Thirtj-five thousand. They had fallen off 
5,000 ; the Republicans had fallen off 78,000 
▼otes. Where had the 78,000 voters gone? 
I will tell you. The rebel army, without 
nniforms, organized itself as Democratic 
dabs in Mississippi, and, armed with shot- 
guns and rifles, surrounded the houses of 
Republican voters, with the muzzles of their 
guns at their heads, in the night, and said, 
" You come out and vote, if you dare. We 
will kill you when you come.*' And all 
over the State of Mississippi the Democratic 
party, being the old rebel army, deployed 
itself among the cabins of the blacks and 
killed liberty everywhere throughout that 
State. 

Why, in a district of Mississippi where, in 
1872, fifteen thousand Republican votes were 
polled, and eight thousand Democratic, there 
were but four thousand polled for a rebel 
general, and twelve scattering votes polled 
for other people— not one Republican vote 
put in a box in all the district. So it was in 
Alabama. So it was in Louisiana, in part 
So it was in the two Oarolinas. The result 
was this : four hundred thousand voters 
sabfltantially annihilated. And the further 
result was this: thirty Democratic rebels 
elected in Republican districts, where liberty 
had first been slain; and to-day there are 
thirty members of Congress, not one of whom 
has any more right to sit there and make 
laws for you and me than an inhabitant of 
that jail has a right to go there and make 
laws for ns. They are not created Congress- 
men by virtue of law, but by virtue of mur- 
der, assassination, riot, intimidation; and 
OD the dead body of American liberty they 
stand and make laws for you and me. That 



gives them the House. That gives them the 
Senate. That gives the old slave power and 
the old rebel power its grip again on the 
country, and it gives them what we call the 
Solid South. I am talking plun talk. I am 
talkiog words that I expect will be read by 
every gentleman in Congress whom I am to- 
night denouncing. I expect to meet those 
gentlemen and make good every word I say. 

Now, what purpose has this Solid South 
in thus grasping power and killing liberty? 
This: they are determined to make their 
old ** lost cause '' the triumphing cause. Who 
is their leader to-day f By all odds, the most 
popular man south of Mason and Dixon^s 
line is Jefferson Davis of Mississippi. He is 
to-day their hero and their leader; and I 
will give you my proof of it. 

Do you know that our friend General 
Rice has been making a great deal of small 
capital out of the fact that he introduced an 
Arrears of Pensions Bill for soldiers? You 
Itll know what kind of a bill that was. It 
was a bill granting arrears of pensions to our 
soldiers ; but it also granted arrears of pen- 
sions to all rebel soldiers who had fought in 
the Mexican War. We made a law that the 
name of a man who had taken up arms 
against this country should be stricken from 
our pension rolls, and he should receive no 
money out of our treasury. That law Mr. 
Rice^s bill repealed in so far as it related to 
the Mexican soldiers, and he knew and was 
told plainly that that clause included Jefferson 
Davis as one of the pensioners to be helped 
by that law ; and even in that rebel Congress 
there were many Democrats that could not 
quite be brought up to the scratch to vote to 
pension Jefferson Davis; and hence Mr. 
Rice^s bill hung in the committee and was 
not reported. Then a Republican member 
of the House moved to discharge the com- 
mittee from the consideration of the whole 
subject. He introduced a bill that did not 
have Jefferson Davis in it, but had only our 
soldiers in it ; and that bill, not Mr. Rice's, 
passed. But when that bill got to the Senate 
a Democrat moved to add the Rice section 
that covered all rebel pensioners under its 
provisions ; and then it was that Mr. Hoar 
of Massachusetts called the attention of the 
United States Senate to the fact that that 
amendment would include Jefferson Davis, 
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and he moved an amendment to the amend- 
ment that it should not he so construed. 

What followed ? Immediately there 
sprang to his feet our Ohio Senator. I 
blush for my State when I rei>eat it Allen 
6. Thurman arose to his feet and said, *^ The 
Democratic Legislature of Ohio has in- 
structed me to vote to pension the soldiers of 
the Mexican War, and they did not instruct 
me to make an exception against Jefferson 
DaTis, and therefore I vote against Mr. 
Hoards amendment." Thereupon Mr. Hoar 
spoke against the amendment that would 
pension Jefferson Davis, and the moment he 
did it there sprang up all over that chamber 
champions and defenders of Jefferson Davis. 
The tomahawks literally flew, or rather 
metaphorically flew, everywhere at the head 
of any Republican that dared to suggest that 
the Government ought not to pension Jef- 
ferson Davis. Lamar of Mississippi, an elo- 
quent and able Senator, arose in his place 
and said that there had not lived on this 
earth, from the days of Hampden to Wash- 
ington, a purer patriot and a nobler man 
than Jefferson Davis of MLssissippi. Man 
after man exhausted his eloquence in defend- 
ing and eulogizing the arch-rebel, who led 
this country into oceans of blood. I give 
you that to show the spirit that animates the 
people that rule in Congress to-day. 

Now let me say a word more that con- 
nects what I am saying with the old story of 
the days before slavery was dead. I have 
been seventeen years a member of the House, 
and in all that period I never have once 
known, as my friends here on the stand can 
testify in their experience, of the members 
of the Republican party binding themselves 
in a caucus to support any bill before Oon- 
gress. I have seen it tried once or twice, 
but I have always seen dozens of Republicans 
spring to their feet, and say, ** I am a free 
man, and I will vote according to the inter- 
ests of my constituents and the dictates of 
my conscience, and no caucus shall bind me.' 

But the moment the Democratic party 
got back into power again, that moment 
they organized the caucus — the secret cau- 
cus, the oath-bound caucus ; for within the 
recent extra session they have actually 
taken oaths not to divulge what occurred in 
caucus, and to be bound by whatever the 



caucus decreed, and I have known man 
after man, who had sworn by all the wicked 
gods at once that he would not be bound to 
go for a certain measure, walk out of the 
caucus like a sheep led to the slaughter, and 
vote for the bill tiiat he had cursed. They 
brought bills at the extra session so full of 
manifest errors that when we pointed them 
out they would admit in private that there 
were errors that ought to be corrected, but 
they would say, " I have agreed to vote for 
it without amendment, and I will.'' We 
pointed out wretchedly bad grammar in 
bills, and they would not even correct their 
grammar, because the caucus had adopted 
it Now, therefore, gentlemen, the Con- 
gress of the United States is ruled by a cau- 
cus. It has ceased to be a deliberative body. 
It is ruled by a secret caucus, and who rules 
the caucus f Two thirds of its members are 
men who fought thb country in war ; who 
tried to destroy this nation ; and who to-day 
look upon Jefferson Davis as the foremost 
patriot and highest political leader in Amer- 
ica. Therefore, the leadership which roles 
you is the rebellion in Congress. 

Well, now, what of that f This is not all 
They look over the field of 1880, and they 
say they have got in their hands the Solid 
South, and they lack only one thing more. 
They lack thirty-seven electoral votes to add 
to their one hundred and thirty-five, and 
they have captured the offices of the Gov- 
ernment and have captured the Presidency. 
The South will have the whole control of 
this republic in its hands. 

Now, how are they going to get the 
thirty-seven electoral votes? There are two 
States that will fill the bill— New York and 
Ohio. If they can get those two States next 
year, they have indeed captured the GrOTem- 
ment This good friend says thej can't 
have them. They can not get them in this 
audience. This is not the place to captore the 
State of Ohio for rebel brigadiers. They can 
not capture it in any of the great agricoltii- 
ral counties of Ohio, for they are soond and 
true to the Umon, and loyal to their heart's 
core. They can not go into the central parts 
of patriotic New York and c^tore the 
thirty-seven votes. 

But I will tell you, fellow citizois, what 
they hope to do, and there is one w^y by 
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which thej may succeed. Let me stop and 

nj one single word to jou about the great 

Qfka, Thomas Jefferson said that great 

ddes were the sores on the body politic — 

the cancers whose roots run down and curse, 

and will ultimately break up, the country 

nnless they are ruled. A city of the size of 

develand has its troubles. A great city like 

the dty of New York has passed the bounds 

of safety in this country. 

The ablest orator that Rome ever pro- 
duced, in describing the political party led 
by Catiline, said that all the bankrupts, all 
the desperadoes, all the thieves and robbers 
and murderers gathered around Catiline; 
and, finally, in a horrible figure of tremen- 
dous power, he said that the party of Cati- 
line was " the bilge- water of Rome." What 
a figure that is, my friends I What do you 
mean by ** bilge- water ^' ? That water that 
leaks stealthily through your planks and 
down below the deck ; and in the darkness, 
out of sight, out of reach, it reeks and 
stagnates and stmks, breeds pestilence, and 
brings death upon all that are on board. 
Cicero said that that party that gathered in 
Rome was " the bilge- water of Rome,'* and 
into that bilge-water, in the cities of Cincin- 
nati and New York, the Democratic party 
denre to insert their political pumps and 
pomp out the hell-broth that can poison and 
cornipt and ruin the freedom of both these 
great dties, and gain them to the Solid 
Soath. That is the programme. If they 
can get control of the elections, they will 
make both those- cities strongly enough 
Democratic to overwhelm all the votes that 
the green lanes of our country can grow. 

Kow, what is in the way of that ? Just 
two things. The United States has passed 
a law to put a Democrat at one end of the 
baUot-boz in the great cities and a Hepub- 
fican at the other end, and it empowered 
those two men, not to run the election, but 
to stand there as eyes of the Grovemment 
and look— look first to see that the ballot- 
box is empty when they begin, and then to 
ifcand and look into the faces of every man 
that Totes, and, if he comes to vote twice, 
record it and have him brought before the 
jodge and sent to the penitentiary for his 
orime, and to stay there until the polls are 
dosed, and then not allow the ballot-boxes 



to be sent off and the vote counted in secret 
by partisan judges, but to be opened and 
unfolded and read in the light of day, re- 
corded and certified to by the Republican 
and Democratic officers, so that the justice 
of the ballot-box should not be outraged and 
freedom should not be slain. 

No juster law was ever passed on this 
continent than that. It saved New York 
from the sapremest of crimes. It elicit- 
ed, even from a Democratic committee 
of which A. y. Rice was a member, the 
highest possible encomium in 1876. And 
he and Sunset Cox, of New York, in their 
official report to Congress, recommended to 
all parts of the country the admirable elec- 
tion law of Congress that brought into uni- 
son and co6peration the officers of the State 
and the officers of the nation, in keeping a 
pure ballot and a free election in the great 
cities. That is what the Democratic party 
said of this law in 1876. Bat their masters 
of the caucus had not then given out their 
decree. They have now given it, and the 
decree from the secret caucus, the decree 
from their old slave-masters, has now gone 
forth: "Take those two men away from 
the ballot-box. Wipe out the election law, 
so that the Tweeds of New York and the 
£ph Hollands of Cincinnati may have free 
course, and do the work and fix 1880 in 
their own way." That is the programme of 
the rebel brigadiers in Congress. 

I understand that Mr. Ewing said here 
the other night he was amazed to hear Re- 
publicans talk as though they were afraid of 
a few rebel brigadiers. It was not so sur- 
prising, he said, that our friend Foster should 
be afraid of them, throwing a slur at him be- 
cause he was not in the army, but he was 
surprised that General Garfield should be 
alarmed at the brigadiers. I am here to an- 
swer General Ewing. As to who is afraid 
of brigadiers, let him boast who has the first 
need to boast 

But there are some things I am afraid 
of, and I confess it in this great presence. I 
am afraid to do a mean thing. I am afraid 
of any policy that will let the vileness of 
New York City pour its foul slime over the 
freedom of the American ballot-box and ruin 
it. And the man that is not afraid of that, 
I am ashamed of him. 
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Now, how to get those two men awaj 
from tlje ballot-box is the rebel problem. 
If they get them away, the Solid Sooth has 
triumphed. If they get them away, "the 
lost cause ^' has wou, and Jefferson Davis is 
crowned as the foremost man in America. 
If they get them away, good-by for a gen- 
eration to come to the old " Pilgrim Cove- 
nant " and the doctrine of the right of the 
majority to rule. 

Now, how did they undertake to get 
them away? In this way : They said to us, 
** At last we have got you. We have the 
control of the Treasury. No money can be 
employed to support the Government unless 
we vote it by an appropriation. Now, we 
tell you that we will never vote one dollar 
to support your Government until you join 
us in tearing down that election law and 
taking away those two witnesses from the 
polls." That is what they told us. 

Then we answered them thus: "Eigh- 
teen years ago you were in power in this 
Congress, and the last act of your domina- 
tion was this : you told us that, if we dared 
to elect Abraham Lincoln President, you 
would shoot our Government to death ; and 
we answered, * "We are free men, begotten 
of freedom, and are accustomed to vote our 
thoughts. We believe in Abraham Lincoln. 
We will elect him President.' And we did. 
And then eleven great States declared that 
they would shoot the Union to death, and 
we appealed to the majesty of the great 
North land, and went out into a thousand 
bloody battle-fields, and we shot the shooters 
to death and saved this Union alive. And 
for eighteen years you have been in exile, 
banished from power,, and now, by virtue of 
murder, and assassination, and the slaying 
of liberty, you have come back; and the 
first act you do on your return is not now 
courageously to dare us out to battle, but, 
like assassins, cowards, murderers, you come 
to us and say, * With our hand on the throat 
of your Government, we will starve it to 
death if you do not let us pluck down the 
sacred laws that protect the purity of elec- 
tions.' " And we said to them : " By the 
sacred memories of eighteen years ago, we 
reply, * You shall not starve this Govern- 
ment to death, nor shall you tear down these 
laws. The men that saved it in battle will 



now feed it in peace. The men that bore it 
on their shields in the hour of death will 
feed it with the gift of their hands in the 
hour of its glorjt.' " And they said, " You 
shall try it." And they passed their iniqni- 
tous bill. They took the bread of the Gov- 
ernment and spread upon it the poison of the 
bilge-water of New York and Cincinnati, 
and they said to the Government, " Eat this 
or starve." They passed the iniquity through 
the House and through the Senate, and it 
went to an Ohio Republican who sits in the 
seat of great Washington, whose arm is 
mailed with the thunderbolt of the Consti- 
tution ; and he hurled the power of bis veto 
against the wicked bill, and killed it Five 
times they tried the iniquity, and five times 
he killed with the power of the Constitntion 
the wickedness they sought to perpetrate. 
And then, like sneaking cowards as they 
were, they passed the appropriations all but 
six hundred thousand dollars, and said, "We 
will come back to it next winter, and we 
will never give it up until we conquer you ; 
and in the mean time," they said, " we will 
appeal to the people at the ballot-box." 
They are now making that appeal. And so 
are we. That is what we are here for to- 
night. And it is that appeal that awakens 
this people as it has never been awakened 
before since the days of Yallandigham and 
Brough, especially Brough. In the presence 
of this people, in the heart of this old Reserve, 
I feel the consciousness of our strength and 
the assurance of our victory. 

Now, fellow citizens, a word before I 
leave you, on the very eve of the holy day 
of God — a fit moment to consecrate oar- 
selves finally to the great work of next Toes- 
day morning. I see in this great audience 
to-night a great many young men, young 
men who are about to cast their first vote. 
I want to give you a word of suggesUon and 
advice. I heard a very brilliant thing said 
by a boy the other day up in one of our 
northwestern counties. He said to me, 
" General, I have a great mind to vote the 
Democratic ticket" That was not the 
briUiant thing. I said to him, " Why t" 
" Why," said he, " my father is a Republi- 
can, and my brothers are Republicans, and 
I am a Republican all over ; but I want to be 
an independent man, and I don't want any- 
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body to say, ' That fellow yotes the Repub- 
lican ticket just because his dad does,' and 
I have half a mind to vote the Democratic 
ticket JQst to prove my independence.'' I 
did not tike the thing the boy suggested, 
hat I did admire the spirit of the boy that 
wanted to havesomeindependenceof hisown. 

Kow, I tell you, young man, don't vote 
the Republican ticket just because your fa- 
ther votes it. Don't vote the Democratic 
ticket, even if he does vote it But let me 
give yon this one word of advice, as you are 
about to pitch your tent in one of the great 
political camps. Your life is full and buoy- 
ant with hope now, and I beg you, when 
yoQ pitch your tent, pitch it among the 
living and not among the dead. If you are 
at all inclined to pitch it among the Demo- 
cratic people and with that party, let me go 
with yon for a moment while we survey the 
ground where I hope you will not shortly 
lie. It is a sad place, young man, for you 
to pot your young life into. It is to me far 
more like a graveyard than tike a camp for 
theUving. Look at itt It is billowed all 
over with the graves of dead issues, of bur- 
ied opinions, of exploded theories, of dis- 
graced doctrines. You can not tive in com- 
fort in such a place. Why, look here I Here 
is a litUe double mound. I look down on it 
and I read, ** Sacred to the memory of squat- 
ter sovereignty and the Dred Scott decis- 
ion.^ A miUion and a half of Democrats 
voted for that, but it has been dead fifteen 
years— died by the hand of Abraham Lin- 
coln, and here it ties. Young man, that is 
not the' place for you. 

But look a tittle further. Here is an- 
other monument, a black tomb, and beside 
it^ as our distinguished friend said, there 
towers to the sky a monument of four mil- 
tion pairs of human fetters taken from the 
anna of slaves, and I read on its tittle head- 
stone ilua: ^^ Sacred to the memory of human 
akvery." For forty years of its infamous 
Hfe the Democratic party taught that it was 
divine— God's institution. They defended 
it, they stood around it, they followed it to 
its grave as mourners. But here it lies, 
dead by the hand of Abraham Lincoln, 
dead by the power of the Republican party, 
dead by the justice of Almighty God. 
Don't camp there, young man. 
10 



But here is another, a little brimstone 
tomb, and I read across its yellow face in 
lurid, bloody lines these words : *^ Sacred to 
the memory of State sovereignty and seces- 
sion." Twelve millions of Democrats mus- 
tered around it in arms to keep it alive ; but 
here it lies, shot to death by the miUion guns 
of the Republic. Here it lies, its shrine 
burned to ashes under the blazing rafters of 
the burning Confederacy. It is dead I I 
would not have you stay in there a minute, 
even in this balmy night air, to look at such 
a place. 

But just before I leave it I discover a 
new-made grave, a little mound — short. The 
grass has hardly sprouted over it, and aU 
around it I see torn pieces of paper with the 
word '^ fiat " on them ; and I look down in 
curiosity, wondering what the little grave 
is, and I read on it : ^* Sacred to the memory 
of the Rag Baby ; nursed in the brain of all 
the fanaticism of the world; rocked by 
Thomas Ewing, George H. Pendleton, Sam- 
uel Gary, and a few others throughout the 
land. But it died on the Ist of January, 
1879, and the one hundred and forty mil- 
lions of gold that God made, and not fiat 
power, lie upon its little carcass to keep it 
down for ever." 

Oh, young man, come out of that I That 
is no place in which to put your young life. 
Come out, and come over into this camp of 
liberty, of order, of law, of justice, of free- 
dom, of all that is glorious under these night 
stars. 

Is there any death here in our camp? 
Yes I yesl Three hundred and fifty thou- 
sand soldiers, the noblest band that ever trod 
the earth, died to make this camp a camp of 
glory and of tiberty for ever. 

But there are no dead issues here. There 
are no dead ideas here. Hang out our ban- 
ner from under the blue sky this night un- 
til it shall sweep the green turf under your 
feet ! It hangs over our camp. Read away 
up under the stars the inscription we have 
written on it, lo ! these twenty-five years. 

Twenty-five years ago the Republic^) 
party was married to liberty, and this is our 
silver wedding, fellow citizens. A worthily 
married pair love each other better on the 
day of their silver wedding than on the day 
of their first espousals ; and we are truer to 
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Hbertj to-daj and dearer to God than we 
were when we spoke oar first word of lih- 
ertjr. Read away up under the sky across 
oar starry banner that first word we attered 
twenty -five years ago I What was it? 
^^ Slavery shall never extend over another 
foot of the territories of the Great West." 
Is that dead or alive? Alive, thank God, 
for evermore I And traer to-night than it 
was the hoar it was written I Then it was 
a hope, a promise, a purpose. To-night it 
is equal with the stars — immortal history 
and immortal truth. 

Gome down the glorious steps of our 
banner. Every great record we have made, 
we have vindicated with our blood and with 
our truth. It sweeps the ground, and it 
touches the stars. Come there, young man, 
and put in your young life where all is liv- 
ing, and where nothing is dead but the he- 
roes that defended it. I think these young 
men will do that. 

Gentlemen, we are closing this memora- 
ble campaign. We have got our enemies on 
the run everywhere. And all you need to 
do in this noble old city, this capital of the 
Western Reserve, is to follow them up and 
finish it by snowing the rebellion up once 
more. We stand on an isthmus. This year 
and next is the narrow isthmus between us 
and perpetual victory. If you can win now 
and win in 1880, then the very stars in their 
courses will fight for us. The census will 
do the work, and will give us thirty more 
firee men of the North in our Congress that 
will make up for the rebellion of the South. 
yfSJire posted here as^he Greeks were post- 
ed at Thermopylffi to meet this one great 
barbarian Xerxes of the Isthmus. Stand in 
your places, men of Ohio I Fight this bat- 
tle, win this victory, and then one more puts 
yon in safety for ever! 

I thank you, fellow citizens^ for yoar pa- 
tience. 



XI. 

COUNTING THE ELECTORAL VOTE. 

In the ffottse of Eepregentativesy January 

25,1877. 

'* A people whoctti undentand and act upon the 
oounaeli which God has given it in the past events 
of its history, is safe in the most dangerous criBis 
of its fate."— ^tftatrf. 

What, then, are the grounds on which we 
should consider a bill like this? It would 
be unbecoming in me or in any member of 
this Congress to oppose this bill on mere 
technical or trifling grounds. It should be 
opposed, if at all, for reasons so broad, so 
weighty as to overcome all that has been 
said in its favor, and all the advantages which 
I have here admitted may follow from its pas- 
sage. I do not wish to diminish the stature 
of my antagonist ; I do not wish to under- 
value the points of strength in a measure 
before I question its propriety. It is not 
enough that this bill will tide us over a pres- 
ent danger, however great Let us for a mo- 
ment forget Hayes and Tilden, Republicans 
and Democrats; let us forget our own epoch 
and our own generation; and, entering a 
broader field, inquire how this thing which 
we are about to do will affect the great fbtore 
of our republic, and in what conditton, if 
we pass this bill, we shall transmit our insti- 
tutions to those who shall come after us. 
The present good which we shall achieve by 
it may be very great ; yet if the evils that will 
fiow from it in the future must be greater, it 
would be base in us to flinch from trouble by 
entailing remediless evils upon our children. 

In my view, then, the foremost queation 
is this: What will be the effect of this mea- 
sure upon our iA^tutions? I can not make 
that inquiry intelligibly without a brief ref- 
erence to the history of the Constitution, 
and to some of the formidable questions 
which presented themselves to our fiathers^ 
nearly a hundred years ago, when they set 
up this goodly frame of government. 

Among the foremost difficulties, both in 
point of time and magnitude, was how to 
create an executive head of the nation. Our 
fathers encountered that difficulty the first 
morning after they organized and elected 
the officers of the Constitutional Convention. 
The first resolution introduced by Randolph 
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of Virginia, on the 29th day of May, recog- 
nized that great question, and invited the 
Convention to its examination. The men 
who made the OonstitntioD were deeply read 
in the profonndest political philosophy of 
their day. They had learned from Montes- 
qnieo, from Locke, from F^nelon, and other 
great teachers of the human race, that lib- 
erty is impossible without a clear and dis- 
tinct separation of the three great powers of 
government. A generation before their 
epoch, Montesquieu had said : 

When the legislative and executive powers 
are united in the same person or in the same 
body of magistrates, there can bo no liberty, be- 
cause apprehensions may arise lest the same 
monarch or senate should enact tyrannical laws 
to execute them in a tyrannical manner. 

There would be an end of everything were 
the same man or the same body, whether of the 
noblea or of the people, to exercise these three 
powen, that of enacting the laws, that of execut- 
faig the public resolutions, and of trying the causes 
of individuala. 

This was a fhndamental truth in the 
American mind, as it had long been cher- 
ished and practiced in the British empire. 

There, as in all monarchies, the creation 
of a chief executive was easily regulated by 
adopting a dynasty, and following the law 
of primogeniture. 

Butt onr fathers had drawn the deeper 
lenon of liberty from the inspirations of 
this free New World, that their Ohief Ezecu- 
tive should be bom, not of a dynasty, but 
of the will of a free people r^l^ated by law. 

In the course of their deliberations upon 
this subject, there wer^ suggested seven 
different plans, which mef^e grouped under 
two principal heads or classes. One group 
comprised all the i^ans for creating the 
Ohief Executive by means of some one of 
the preSxistuig political organizations of the 
country. First and foremost was the prop- 
osition to authorize one or both Houses of 
the National Le^slature to elect the Chief 
Exeontive. Another was to confer that 
power upon the governors of the States, or 
npon the legislatures of the States. Another, 
that he should be chosen directly by the peo- 
ple themselves under the laws of the States. 
The second group comprised all the various 



plans for creating a new and separate in- 
strumentality for making the choice. 

At first the proposition that the Execu- 
tive shoT^ld be elected by the National Legis- 
lature was received by the Convention with 
almost unanimous approval; and for the 
reason that up to that time Congress had 
done all that was done in the way of national 
government. It had created the uation, and 
led its fortunes through a thousand perils, 
had declared and achieved independence, and 
had preserved the liberty of the people in 
the midst of a great war. Though Congress 
had failed to secure a firm and stable Gk>vem- 
ment after the war, yet its glory was not 
forgotten. As Congress had created the 
IJnioD, it was most natural that our fathers 
should say Congress should also create the 
Chief Executive of the nation. And within 
two weeks after the Convention assembled 
they voted for that plan with absolute una- 
nimity. 

But with equal unanimity they agreed 
that this plan would be fatal to the stability 
of the Government they were about to estab- 
lish, if they did not couple with it some pro- 
vision that should make the President's func- 
tions independent of the power that created 
him. To effect this, they provided that the 
President should be ineligible for reflection. 
They said it would never do to create a Chief 
Executive by the voice of the National Legis- 
lature, and then allow him to be reelected 
by that same voice ; for he would thus be- 
come their creature. 

And so, from the first day of their session 
in May to within rfve days of its close in^ 
September, they grappled with the^ 
question. I have many timesy^ sin( 
very careftilly, gone thrqngt^Fth^ 
that are left to us of 'tHat great transaction. 
I find that more than one seventh of all the 
pages of the Madison papers are devoted to 
this Samson of questions, how the Execu- 
tive should be chosen and made independent 
of the organization that made the choice. 
This topic alone occupied more than one 
seventh of all the time of the Convention. 

After a long and earnest debate, after 
numerous votes and reconsiderations, they 
were obliged utterly to abandon the plan of 
creating the Ohief Executive by means of 
the National Legislature. I will not stop 
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now to prove the statement bj a dozen or 
more pangent quotations from the masters 
of political science in that great assembly, in 
which they declared that it would be minons 
to the liberty of the people and to the per- 
manence of the republic if they did not ab- 
solutely exclude the National Legislature 
from any share in the election of the Presi- 
dent. 

They pointed with glowing eloquence to 
the sad but instructive fate of those brilliant 
Italian republics that were destroyed because 
there was no adequate separation of powers, 
and because their senates overwhelmed and 
swallowed up the executive power, and, as 
secret and despotic conclaves, became the 
destroyers of Italian liberty. 

At the close of the great discussion, when 
the last vote on this subject was taken by 
our fathers, they were almost unanimous in 
excluding the National Legislature from any 
share whatever in the choice of the Ohief 
Executive of the nation. They rejected all 
the plans of the first group, and created a 
new instrumentality. They adopted the sys- 
tem of electors. When that plan was under 
discussion they used the utmost precaution 
to hedge it about by every conceivable pro- 
tection against the interference or control of 
Congress. 

In the first place, they said the States 
shall create the electoral colleges. They al- 
lowed Congress to have nothing whatever to 
do with the creation of the colleges, except 
merely to ^z the time when the States 
should appoint them. And, in order to ex- 
clude Congress by positive prohibition, in 
the last days of the Convention they pro- 
vided that no member of either House of 
Congress should be appointed an elector ; so 
that not even by the personal influence of 
any one of its members could the Congress 
interfere with the election of a President. 

The creation of a President under our 
Constitution consists of three distinct steps : 
First, the creation of the electoral colleges ; 
second, the vote of colleges ; and, third, the 
opening and counting of their votes. This 
is the simple plan of the Constitution. 

The creation of the colleges is left abso- 
lutely to the States, within the five limita- 
tions I had the honor to mention to the 
House a few days ago. Urst, it must be a 



State that appoints electors; second, the 
State is limited as to the number of electors 
they may appoint ; third, electors shall not 
be members of Congress, nor officers of the 
United States ; fourth, the time for appoint- 
ing electors may be fixed by Congress; and, 
fifth, the time wheil their appointment is 
announced, which must be before the date 
for giving their votes, may also be fixed by 
Congress. 

These five simple limitations, and these 
alone, were laid upon the States. Every 
other act, fact, and thing possible to be done 
in creating the electoral colleges was abso- 
lutely and uncontrollably in the power of 
the States themselves. Within these limita- 
tions. Congress has no more power to touch 
them in this work than England or France. 
That is the first step. 

The second is still plainer and simpler, 
namely, the work of the colleges. They 
were created as an independent and separate 
power, or set of powers, for the sole purpose 
of electing a President. They were created 
by the States. Congress has just one thing 
to do with them, and only one: it may fix 
the day when they shall meet. By the act 
of 1792 Congress fixed the day as it stall 
stands in the law ; and there the authori^ 
of the Congress over the colleges ended. 

There was a later act— of 1846— which 
gave to the States the authority to provide 
by law for filling vacancies of electors in 
these colleges ; and Congress has passed no 
other law on the subject. 

The States having crested them, the time 
of their assemblage having been fixed by 
Congress, and their power to fill vacancies 
having been regulated by State laws, the 
colleges are as independent in the exerdae 
of their functions as is any department of 
the Government within its sphere. Being 
thus equipped, their powers are restrained 
by a few simple limitations laid upon them 
by the Constitution itself: first, they must 
vote for a native-bom citizen ;«second, for a 
man who has been fourteen years a rendent 
of the United States; third, at least (me of 
the persons for whom they vote must not be 
a citizen of their own State; fourth, the 
mode of voting and certifying their returns 
is prescribed by the Constitution itself. 
Within these simple and plain limitationa 
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the electoral colleges are absolately indepen- 
dent of the States and of Oongress. 

One fact in the history of the Oonstita- 
tional Convention, which I have not seen 
noticed in any of the recent debates, illns- 
trates Tery clearly how careful our fathers 
were to preserve these colleges from the in- 
terference of Congress, and to protect their 
independence by the bulwarks of the Cohsti- 
tataon itself. In the draught of the electo- 
ral system reported September 4, 1787, it 
was provided that Congress "may deter- 
mine the time of choosing and assembling 
of the electors and the manner of certifying 
and trammitting their wtea.^^ 

That was the language of the original 
draught; but our fathers had determined 
that the National Legislature should ha^ 
nothing to do with the action of the col- 
leges ; and the words that gave Congress the 
power to prescribe the manner of certifying 
and transmitUng their votes were stricken 
out. The instrument itself prescribed the 
mode. Thus Congress was wholly expelled 
from the colleges. The Constitution swept 
the ground clear of all intruders, and placed 
Hs own imperial guardianship around the in- 
dependence of the electoral colleges by for- 
bidding even Congress to enter the sacred 
circle. No Congressman could enter ; and, 
except to fix the day of their meeting, Con- 
gress could not speak to the electors. 

These colleges are none the less sovereign 
and independent because they exist only for 
a day. They meet on the same day in all 
the States; they do their work summarily 
in one day, and dissolve for ever. There 
18 no power to interfere, no power to recall 
them, no power to revise their action. Their 
work is done ; the record is made up, signed, 
•ealed, and transmitted ; and thus the second 
great act in the Presidential election is com- 
pleted. I ought to correct myself: the sec- 
ond act U the Presidential election. The 
election is finished the hour when the elec- 
toral colleges have cast their votes and sealed 
up the record. 

Still, there is a third step in the process ; 
and it is shorter, plainer, simpler than the 
other two. These sealed certificates of the 
eleetoral colleges are forwarded to the Presi- 
dent of the Senate, where they rest under 
the nlenoe of the seals for more than two 



months. The Constitution assumes that the 
result of the election is still unknown. But 
on a day fixed by law, and the only day of 
all the days of February on which the law 
commands Congress to be in session, the last 
act in the plan of electing a President is to 
be performed. 

How plain and simple are the words that 
describe this third and last step ! Here they 
are: 

The President of the Senate shall, in the 
presence of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall 
then be counted. 

Here is no ambiguity. Two words domi- 
nate and inspire the clause. They are the 
words open and count. These words are 
not shrouded in the black-letter mysteries 
of the law. They are plain words, under- 
stood by every man who speaks our mother- 
tongue, and need no lexicon or commentary. 

Consider the grand and simple ceremo- 
nial by which the third act is to be com- 
pleted. On the day fixed by law, the two 
Houses of Congress are assembled. The 
President of the Senate, who, by the Con- 
stitution, has been made the custodian of 
the sealed certificates from all the electoral 
colleges, takes his place. The Constitution 
requires a ** person " and a " presence." 
That " person " is the President of the Sen- 
ate ; and that " presence " is the " presence " 
of the two Houses. Then two things are to 
be done. The certificates are to be opened, 
and the votes are to be counted. These are 
not legislative acts, but clearly and plainly 
executive acts. I challenge any man to find 
anywhere an accepted definition of an exec- 
utive act that does not include both these. 
They can not be tortured into a meaning 
that will carry them beyond the boundaries 
of executive action. And one of these acts 
the President of the Senate is peremptorily 
ordered to perform. The Constitution com- 
mands him to "open all the certificates." 
Certificates of what? Certificates of the 
votes of the electoral colleges. Not any 
certificates that anybody may choose to 
send, but certificates of electors appointed 
by the States. The President of the Senate 
is presumed to know what are the States in 
the Union, who are their officers, and, when 
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he openB the oertificatefl, he learns from the 
official record who have been appointed 
eleotors, and he finds their votes. 

The Constitntion contemplated the Pres- 
ident of the Senate as the Vice-President of 
the United States, the elect of all the people. 
And to him is confided the great tmst, the 
custodianship of the onljr official record of 
the election of President. What is it to 
^^ open the certificates ^ t It would be a nar- 
row and inadequate view of that word to saj 
that it means onljr the breaking of the seals. 
To open an envelope is not to *^ open the 
certificates.'* The certificate is not the p^per 
on which the record is made ; it is the record 
itself. To open the certificate is not a physi- 
cal but an intellectual act. It is to make 
patent the record; to publish it. When 
that is done the election <^ President and 
Vice-President is published. But one thing 
remains to be done ; and here the language 
of the Ck>nstitution changes from the active 
to the passive voice, from the personal to 
the impersonal To the trusted custodian of 
the votes succeeds the impersonalitj of arith- 
metic ; the votes have been made known ; 
there remains only the conmiand of the Con- 
stitution. ^^ thej shall be ooonted,** that is, 
the numbers shall be added up. 

No further act is required. The Consti- 
tution itself declares the result : 

The person baviiig the greatest number of 
voces for Presideiit shall be President, if such 
Bmnber be a majority of the whole number of 
electors appointed. 

If no person has such majority, the 
House of Representatives shall imwudioUlj^ 
choose a President ; not the House as organ- 
ized for legislation, but a new electoral col- 
lege is created out of the members of the 
House, by means of which each State has 
one vote for President^ and only one. 

To review the ground over which I have 
traveled: The several acts that c<mstitute 
the election of a President may be symbol- 
ized by a pyramid consisting of three mas- 
sive, separate blocks. The first, the creation ! 
of the electoral coU^e by the Sutes, is the j 
broad base. It embraces the legislative, the j 
judicial, and the executive powers of the 
StatesL AD the departments of the State 
Government and all the voters of the State 
cooperate in shaping and perfecting it 



The action of the electoral colleges forms 
the second block, perfect in itself, and in- 
dependent of the others, superimposed with 
exactness upon the first 

The opening and counting of the votes 
of the colleges is the little block that crowns 
and completes the pyramid. 

Such, Mr. I^peaker, was the grand and 
ample plan by which the framers of the 
Constitution empowered all the people, act- 
ing under the laws of the several States, to 
create special and select colleges of indepen- 
dent electors to choose a President, who 
should be, not the creature of Congress, nor 
of the States, but the Chief Mag^trate of 
the whole nation, the elect of all the people. 

When the Constitntion was completed 
and sent to the people of the States for 
ratification, it was subjected to the severest 
criticism of the ablest men of that generation. 
Those sections which related to the election 
of President not only escaped censure, but re- 
ceived the highest commendation. Thenxty- 
seventh number of ** The Federalist,^* writ- 
Xea by Alexander Hamilton, was devoted to 
this feature of the instrument That great 
writer congratulated the country that the 
Conventicm had devised a method that made 
the President free from all preexisting 
bodies, that protected the process of election 
from all interference by Congress and from 
the cabals and intrigues so likely to arise in 
legislative bodies. 

The mode of appointment of the Qiief Magis- 
trate of the United States is afanost the only part 
of the Bvstcm of any oonsequenee which baa es- 
caped without severe censure, or which baa re- 
ceived the slightest mark of approbation from Its 
opponents. The most plansible of these who has 
appeared in print has even deigned to admit that 
the dection of the President is prettj well gnard- 
ed. I venture somewhat fmther, and hesitate 
not to affirm that. If the manner of it be not per- 
fect, it Is at least excellent ft unites in an emi- 
nent degree all the advantages the union of which 
was to be wished for. It was desirable that tiie 
sense of the people shooM optmlt In the ^oice 
of the person to whom so important a tmst was 
to be confided. This end wfll be a nsw e i e d by 
oommitting the ri^tof making it not to any pie> 
established hodj, bnt to bmb cli o sen by ^e peo- 
ple for the special p uipose and at the paitaealar 
jimcture. . . . They have not made the appoint- 
ment of the President to depend on anypvaUst- 
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tog bodie* of man, who might be tunperad wtth 
bcforchaiHl to pnwtitute tbelr Totea; bat the; 
fa»B referred it in the fint initanoe to ta imipedl- 
■M Mt of the peopl« of America l« be exerted to 
tlM du>ioe of penoiia for the teniponi7 uid mIo 
poiTaca of rnaUiig the appointment. And tlic; 
b*Ta eidoded fron eligitHlItj- to this tmat all 
thoea who from dtoatlon might be toipeded of 
to* great deroUon to the President in office. . . . 

Another and no leu Important desidentom 
wu that the EzeeotiTe should be Independent for 
jfflce on all but the people 
e might otherwise tw tempted to 
werifiee hla da^ to his oomplaisanoe for ^oae 
wboee fiTor was nec«sear7 to duration of Us of- 
flebl eoueqaenee. This adTaatage will also be 
■Mnred b; making hii reelection t« depend mi a 
■pedal bodj of repreientatirea, deputed b; the 
■o d gly for tiw single purpose of making the im- 
pottanl dioice. — Ftdm iAi iKdy-seMnlA yianbir 
ofTJU FtJtraluL" 

The earlleat commentAtor npon the Oon- 
■tttation, St. George Taofcer of Vii^nia, 
writing at the beginning of the present cen- 
tarj, made this claose of the Constitotion 
tbe mtiject of special eologr, and pointed to ' 
tbe bot that all the proceedings in relation 
to the el«otioQ of a President were to be 
brieC mmmarj, and doci^ve; that the right 
of the President to bis office depends upon 
no one hot tbe people themaelTes, and that 
tbe oartificatea of his election were to be i 
pnbKdj opened " and counted in the preg- ' 
enoo of the whole National Legislatare." 

The ekotoia, we perceire, are to asaembte on 
one and tbe same daj, In alt the dltferent States, 
at aa manf different places, at a tst; consider. 
able disttBoe from each other, and on that day 
are dmplj to glre their ToCes ; the; then disperse 
and rotnin to their respective habitatioDS and 
occnpatioas humediatelj. No pretext can be had 
lor delaj; no opportunit; Is famished for in- 
trigue and cabal The certificates of their rotes 
... are to be poblicl; opened and counted in 
the preaenoe of the whole NationaJ LegislatDre. 
. . . There is no room for the turbulence of a 
C<mqmt Jfarlau or a PolM DiA, on the one 
hand, Mff for the Intrigues of the Sacred College 
or a Vonctisn Senate on tbe other; unless when 
It untortimatd; happens that two persons, having 
a majMi^ of tbe whole number of electors in 
Ibsir &Tor, hare likewise an equal number of 
roMa, or when bj an; other means the election 
maj daroln npon the House of RepresenUtiTes. 



Then, indeed. Intrigue and cabal may have their 
full Boope ; then may the existence of the Union 
be put in extreme hazard. — Tucker't " Blaei- 
tlone," Appendix, pp. SSS-S1. 

The authorities I have quoted show that, 
great aa was the eatiafaotion of tbe people 
with tbe mode of choosing a President, 
there was still an apprehension that troable 
wonld arise from Congress by the only 
svenne left open for its inflnence, namely, 
tbe contingency in which the House might 
eloct. Every other door was shut and 
harred agunst the interference of Congress 
or any member of OoDgress. 



MAETLiL LAW. 

From the speech in the Uilligan and 
Bowles case, Uarch C, 1866 : 

From this review of the history and 
character of martial law, I am warranted by 
tbe uniform precedents of English law for 
many centuries, by the uniform practioe of 
our fathers dnring tbe Colonial and Bevoln- 
tiosary periods, by the nnanimons decisions 
of onr oonrta, and by the teachings of our 
statesmen to conclude : 

1. That the Ezecntive has no authority 
to BQspend tbe writ of habeat eorput, or to 
declare or admiaiater martial law ; much 
less has any military subordinate of the Ez- 
ecatiTe such authority ; but these high ftmc- 
tions belong exclusively to the snpreme 
legislative authority of the nation. 

3. That if, in tlie presence of great and 
sadden danger, and under the pressure of 
overwhelming necessity, the Chief Ezecntive 
should, without legislative warrant, suspend 
the writ of habeat eorput or declare martial 
law, he must not look to the conrta for jna^ 
tjfioation, hut to the Legislature for indemni- 
floation. 

S. That no anoh necessity oan be pleaded 
to justify tbe trial of a civilian by a military 
tribunal when the legally aotboriied dvil 
courts are open and nnobstmctod. 
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xui. 

GENERAL GARFIELD'S AOCEPT- 

ANOE. 

MiHTOB, Ohio, July 10, 1880. 

Drab Sib: On the evening of the 8th 
of Jane last I had the honor to receive from 
jon, in the presence of the committee of 
which you were chmrman, the oflScial an- 
nouncement that the Republican National 
Oonvention at Chicago had that day nomi- 
nated me as their candidate for President of 
the United States. I accept the nomination 
with gratitude for the confidence it implies, 
and with a deep sense of the responsibilities 
it imposes. I cordially endorse the princi- 
ples set forth in the platform adopted by 
the Convention. On nearly all the subjects 
of which it treats my opinions are on rec- 
ord among the published proceedings of 
Congress. I venture, however, to make 
special mention of some of the principal 
topics which are likely to become subjects 
of discussion. 

Without reviewing the controversies 
which have been settled daring the last 
twenty years, and with no purpose or wish 
to revive the passions of the late war, it 
should be said that while Republicans fully 
recognize and will strenuously defend all the 
rights retained by the people, and all the 
rights reserved to the States, they reject 
the pernicious doctrine of State supremacy 
which so long crippled the functions of the 
National Government, and at one time 
brought the Union very near to destruction. 
They insist that the United States is a na- 
tion, with ample power of self-preservation ; 
that its Constitution, and the laws made in 
pursuance thereof, are the supreme law of 
the land; that the right of the nation to 
determine the method by which its own 
Legislature shall be created can not be sur- 
rendered without abdicating one of the fun- 
damental powers of Government ; that the 
national laws relating to the election of 
representatives in Congress shall neither 
be violated nor evaded ; that every elector 
shall be permitted freely and without intim- 
idation to cast his lawful ballot at such elec- 
tion and have it honestly counted, and that 



the potency of his vote shall not be de- 
stroyed by the fraudulent vote of any other 
person. 

The best thoughts and energies of our 
people should be directed to those great 
questions of national well-bemg in which 
all have a common interest. Bach efforts 
will soonest restore perfect peace to those 
who were lately in arms against each otiier, 
for justice and good- will will outlast passion. 
But it is certain that the wounds of the war 
can not be completely healed, and the spirit 
of brotherhood can not fully pervade the 
whole country, until every citizen, rich or 
poor, white or black, is secure in the free 
and equal enjoyment of every civil and po- 
litical right guaranteed by the Constitotion 
and the laws. Wherever the enjoyment of 
these rights is not assured, discontent will 
prevail, immigration will cease, and the so- 
cial and industrial forces will continue to be 
disturbed by the migration of laborers and 
the consequent diminution of prosperity. 
The National Government should exercise 
all its constitutional authority to put an end 
to these evils; for all the people and all the 
States are members of one body, and no 
member can suffer without injury to alL 
The most serious evils which now afflict the 
South arise from the fact that there is not 
such freedom and toleration of political 
opinion and action that the minority party 
can exercise an effective and wholesome re- 
straint upon the party in power. Without 
such restraint party rule becomes tyranmcal 
and corrupt. The prosperity which is made 
possible in the South by its great advantage 
of soil and climate will never be realized 
until every voter can freely and safely sap- 
port any party he pleases. 

Next in importance to freedom and Jus- 
tice is popular education, without which 
neither freedom nor justice can be perma- 
nently maintained. Its interests are intrust- 
ed to the States and to the voluntary acti<« 
of the people. Whatever help the nation 
can justly afford should be generously given 
to aid the States in supporting common 
schools ; but it would be ni^just to our peo- 
ple and dangerous to our institutions to 
apply any portion of the revenues of the 
nation, or of the States, to the support of 
sectarian schools. The separation of the 
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Church and the State in everything relating 
to taxation should be absolute. 

On the subject of national finances, mj 
yiews have been so frequently and fully ez- 
preaaed that little is needed in the way of 
additional statement. The public debt is 
now 80 well secured^ and the rate of annual 
interest has been so reduced by refunding, 
that rigid economy in expenditures, and the 
futhfiil application of our surplus revenues 
to the payment of the principal of the debt, 
win gradually but certainly free the people 
from its burdens, and. close with honor the 
financial chapter of the war. At the same 
time the Government can provide for all its 
ordinary expenditures, and discharge its sa- 
cred obligations to the soldiers of the Union, 
and to the widows and orphans of those 
who fell in its defense. The resumption of 
specie payments, which the Republican party 
so oonrageously and successfully accom- 
pliahedy has removed from the field of con- 
troversy many questions that long and se- 
riooaly disturbed the credit of the Govern- 
ment and the business of the country. Our 
paper currency is now as national as the 
flag, and resumption has not only made it 
everywhere equal to coin, but has brought 
into use our store of gold and silver. The 
drcnlating medium is more abundant than 
ever before, and we need only to maintain 
the equality of all our dollars to insure to 
labor and capital a measure of value from 
the use of which no one can suffer loss. The 
great prosperity which the country is now 
o^oying should not be endangered by any 
violent changes or doubtful financial experi- 
ments. 

In reference to our custom laws a policy 
should be pursued which will bring revenues 
to the treasury, and will enable the labor 
and capital employed in our great industries 
to compete fairly in our own markets with 
the labor and capital of foreign producers. 
We legislate for the people of the United 
States, and not for the whole world ; and it 
ia our glory that the American laborer 
ia more intelligent and better paid than 
his foreign competitor. Our country can 
not be independent unless its people, with 
their abundant natural resources, possess the 
reqoiaite akiU at any time to clothe, arm, and 
eqnip themaelvea for war, and in time of 



peace to produce all the necessary imple- 
ments of labor. It was the manifest inten- 
tion of the founders of the Government to 
provide for the common defense, not by 
standing armies alone, but by raising among 
the people a greater army of artisans, whose 
intelligence and skill should powerfully con- 
tribute to the safety and glory of the nation. 

Fortunately for the interest of commerce, 
there is no longer any formidable opposition 
to appropriations for the improvement of 
our harbors and great navigable rivers, pro- 
vided that the expenditures for that purpose 
are strictly limited to works of national im- 
portance. The Mississippi River, with its 
great tributaries, is of such vital importance 
to so many millions of people that the safety 
of its navigation requires exceptional con- 
sideration. In order to secure to the nation 
the control of all its waters. President Jef- 
ferson negotiated the purchase of a vast ter- 
ritory, extending from the Gulf of Mexico to 
the Pacific Ocean. The wisdom of Congress 
should be invoked to devise some plan by 
which that great river shall cease to be a 
terror to those who dwell upon its banks, 
and by which its shipping may safely carry 
the industrial products of twenty-five mil- 
lions of people. The interests of agriculture, 
which is the basis of all our material pros- 
perity, and in which seven twelfths of onr 
population are engaged, as well as the inter- 
ests of manufactures and commerce, demand 
that the facilities for cheap transportation 
shall be increased by the use of all our great 
water-courses. 

The material interests of this country, 
the traditions of its settlement, and the sen- 
timent of our people, have led the Govern- 
ment to offer the widest hospitality to emi- 
grants who seek onr shores for new and 
happier homes, willing to share the burdens 
as well as the benefits of our society, and 
intending that their posterity shall become 
an undistinguishable part of our population. 
The recent movement of the Chinese to our 
Pacific Ooast partakes but little of the quali- 
ties of such an immigration, either in its 
purposes or its result. It is too much like 
an importation to be welcomed without re- 
stnction ; too much like an invasion to be 
looked upon without solicitude. We can 
not consent to allow any form of servile 
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labor to be introdaced among us under the 
guise of immigration. Recognizing the gray- 
ity of this sabjeot, the present Administra- 
tion, supported by Congress, has sent to 
China a commission of distinguished citizens 
for the purpose of securing such a modifica- 
tion of the existing treaty as will prevent 
the evils likely to arise from the present 
situation. It is confidently believed that 
these diplomatic negotiations will be suc- 
cessful without the loss of conmiercial in- 
tercourse between the two powers, which 
promises a great increase of reciprocal trade 
and the enlargement of our markets. Should 
these efforts fail, it will be the duty of Con- 
gress to mitigate the evils already felt, and 
prevent their increase, by such restrictions 
as, without violence or ii^ustice', will place 
upon a sure foundation the peace of our 
communities and the freedom and dignity of 
labor. 

The appointment of citizens to the vari- 
ous executive and Judicial offices of the Gov- 
ernment is, perhaps, the most difficult of all 
duties which the Constitution has imposed 
on the Executive. The Convention wisely 
demands that Congress shall cooperate with 
the Executive Departments in placing the 
civil service on a better basis. Experience 
has proved that with our frequent changes of 
administration no system of reform can be 
made effective and permanent without the 
aid of legislation. Appointments to the mili- 
tary and naval service lu^ so regulated by 
law and custom as to leave but little ground 
for complaint. It may not be wise to make 
similar regulations by law for the civil ser- 
vice. But, without invading the authority 
or necessary discretion of the Executive, 
Congress should devise a method that will 



determine the tenure of office, and greatly 
reduce the uncertainty which makes that 
service so unsatisfactory. Without depriving 
any officer of his rights as a citizen, the Gov- 
ernment should require him to discharge all 
his official duties with intelligence, efficiency, 
and faithfulness. To select wisely from our 
vast population those who are best fitted for 
the many offices to be filled requires an ac- 
quaintance far beyond the range of any one 
man. The Executive should, therefore, seek 
and receive the information and assistance 
of those whose knowledge of the communi- 
ties in which the duties are to be performed 
best qualifies them to aid in making the 
wisest choice. 

The doctrines announced by the Chicago 
Convention are not the temporary devices 
of a party to attract votes and carry an elec- 
tion. They are deliberate convictions re- 
sulting from a careful study of the spirit of 
our institutions, the events of our history, 
and the best impulses of our people. In my 
judgment, these principles should control 
the legislation and administration of the 
Government. In any event, they will guide 
my conduct until experience points out a 
better way. 

If elected, it vnll be my purpose to en- 
force strict obedience to the Constitution 
and the laws, and to promote, as best I may, 
the interest and honor of the whole coun- 
try, relying for support upon the wisdom of 
Congress, the intelligence and patriotism of 
the people, and the favor of Grod. 

With great respect, I am very tmly 
yours, 

J. A. Gabfixld. 

7b tk4 Bern, Qmcmam F. Hoai, Pruidmt ^flU B^pMt- 
earn XoUoiuU OmmmMml 



PART rv. 



PUBLIC MEN AND SECUUR JOURNALS ON GENERAL 

GARFIELD. 



I. 

EULOGY OF GEN1ERAL GARFIELD 
BY SENATOR HOAR. 

BnrATOB HoAB, on bis return to Worces- 
ter, Mass., was made the recipient of an 
oratiOm bj bis friends and fellow citizens. 
In the course of his speech, referring to the 
work of the Chicago Convention, he paid 
the following eloquent tribute to the char- 
acter of its nominee for the Presidency : 

But, my friends, with mj full concur- 
rence, with your full concurrence, the Con- 
vention at Chicago came to another conclu- 
sion. And I not only say with my full 
concnrrenoe, but I am willing to say to you 
that one of the ^yq or six supreme moments 
of mj life, when the delights of great periods 
of time seem to be crowded and coucen- 
trated into a single moment, was that instant 
when I saw coming out of that confusion 
and turmoil and storm of passion and con- 
flict the result, as the ballot gradually was 
announced, to which the Convention finally 
came, .the nomination of General Garfield. 
Accepted as it is in the beginning by all classes 
and shades of Republicans and of patriots, 
it will grow in public favor as the canvass 
goes on. Just think for a moment of 
the various qualifications for this great 
office which this man combines! Do you 
want a statesman? Do you demand that 
your President shall be something more than 
a facoeflsful soldier— that he shall have ex- 
perience in civil affairs? No President of 



the United States since John Quincy Adams 
began to bring to the Presidential office, 
when he entered upon it, anything like the 
experience in statesmanship of James A. 
Garfield. Look out over the list. Grant 
and Jackson and Taylor brought great fame 
as soldiers; but of whom can you. think 
since John Quincy Adams entered upon 
that great office who had, when he took 
it, such a civil career to look back upon as 
that of General Garfield? Since the year 
1864 you can not think of a qaestion which 
has been debated in Congress, or discussed 
before the great tribunal of the American 
people, in regard to which you will not find, 
if you wish instruction, the argument on one 
side stated, and stated in almost every in- 
stance better than by anybody else, in some 
speech made in the House of Representa- 
tives or on the hustings by Mr. Garfield. 
Do you deitaand a man of firm, resolute, 
consistent adherence to what he thinks 
right, in spite of popular delusion, popular 
passion, fear of the loss of popularity, or 
the attractions of personal ambitions ? Just 
remember how, when Republican and Demo- 
crat alike in the State of Ohio went crazy 
over the financial heresies, this man stood 
with his feet on a rock, demanding and vindi- 
cating an honest policy. Why, abput six 
years ago I sat next, during a Congress, 
one of the leading Republican Representa- 
tives from the State of Ohio, who had an 
elaborate table to show how badly the West 
had been treated in the matter of cur- 
rency, by showing how much each portion 
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of the oountrj had in the way of bank bills 
aathorized to be issaed to the square mile, 
to show we had a great deal more in 
New England than thej had in Ohio, and in 
the Southwest they were a great deal worse 
off even than in Ohio. In regard to the 
great questions of human rights, General 
Garfield has been as inflexible. He was the 
successor of Joshua R. Giddings, the man 
upon whom the mantle of that old prophet 
descended, but still he never has been parti- 
san. The best statement and argument in 
favor of the reform of the Civil Service will 
be found in the speeches of General Garfield. 
He was one of the earliest and the foremost 
advocates of building up the educational in- 
stitutions in the South at the national 
charge. 

Do you wish, in addition to a states- 
man, to pay honor to that character most 
deserving of honor in this republic, the 
volunteer citizen soldier? Here is a man 
who enlisted in the beginning of the war, 
who became, from a subordinate officer, a 
major-general, always trusted by the best 
commanders — Thomas and Rosecrans — al- 
ways in the thickest of the fight, always 
conducting successfully dangerous and diffi- 
cult expeditions, coming home crowned with 
military glory. Do you wish in the repub- 
lic to honor the man whose career vindicates 
the system of republican government; the 
man who for himself, without the aid of 
rank, or of wealth, or of family connection, 
or of external aid, raises himself from the 
humblest to the loftiest place? Do you 
think that Mr. Tilden, sitting like a spider 
in Gramercy Park, spinning his web and 
wrecking his railroads, can enter into com- 
petition with the simple and touching story 
of the canal boy and the carpenter? It is a 
life like that of Abraham Lincoln and like 
that of Daniel Webster, which appeals to 
every affectionate chord in the heart of the 
American citizen. So, my friends, I think 
that I have at least this claim to a friendly 
greeting at your hands— that I am one of a 
body of men who had the good fortune to 
do well the work which the Republican 
party intrusted to them. 



II. 

HON. CARL 80HURZ. 

ExTBAOTS from his speech, delivered in 
Indianapolis, July 20, 1880 : 

In this way the Republican party, stead- 
ily progressing in an enlightened peroeptioii 
of the principles of sound finance, has be- 
come the reliable sound-money par^ of the 
country, to which, as parties now are, the 
solution of new financial problems can alone 
be safely trusted. And how magnifioently 
do the effects of the results already achieved 
appear in the revival of our business pit)a> 
perity 1 

It may be said that our financial poEoy 
has not wholly originated that proeperitj. 
True, but it has most powerfully aided it by 
giving us that confidence which is impoaai* 
ble without staple money values and a sound 
currency system. And what prudent roan 
would now risk these great results by tam- 
ing over our financial policy to the hands of 
a party which, as I have shown, is the refuge 
of all destructive elements, threatening new 
uncertainty and confusion ? 

Indeed, not only in the traditions and 
good sense of the Republican party do yon 
find the best security there is at present for 
the sanctity of our national faith, as well as 
a successM management of the finanoial 
policy ; you find equal security in the known 
opinions and principles of its candidate, 
James A. Garfield. His convictions on these 
subjects have not found their first and best 
proclamation in the platform of his party or 
in his letter of acceptance. His record of 
nearly twenty years of Congressional service 
is not a blank on the great questions of the 
times, like that of his opponent There is 
not a phase of the question of our National 
obligations, there is not a point of financial 
policy, from the first day that the subject 
was considered in Congress sinoe he became 
a member of that body to the present hour, 
that he has not discussed with an ability and 
strength, a lucidity of argument, aptitode of 
knowledge, and firmness of conviction, plac- 
ing him in the first rank of the defenders of 
sound principles. 

If you want to study the reasons why the 
public faith should be inviolably muntahied. 
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whj an irredeemable paper correnoj is, and 
dv&ys baa been, a corse to all tbe eoonomio 
ioterests of tbia and all otber conntries, why 
confidence can be restored and maintained, 
whj business can obtain a bealtbj develop- 
ment, wby foreign commerce can be most 
profitably condacted only witb a money sys- 
tem of staple and intrinsic value, yon will 
find in tbe speeches of James A. Garfield upon 
thbaobject the most convincing information. 
Ton will find there opinions, not suddenly 
made up to order to suit an opportunity and 
the necessities of a candidate in an election, 
but the convictions of a lifetime carefully 
matured by conscientious research and large 
inquiry, and maintained with powerful rea- 
son, before they had become generally pop- 
ular. You find there a teacher, statesman, 
and leader in a great movement, with prin- 
eq>les so firmly grounded in his mind as well 
as his conscience that he would uphold them 
even were they not supported by a powerful 
party at his back. There is double assur- 
ance, therefore, in the traditions and acts of 
the party, and in the character of the leader 
at its head. 

la the Presidency, like a presentation 
sword, or a gift horse, or a donation of 
money, or a country house, given to a vic- 
torioua soldier to please him ? If so, then 
simple justice would compel us to look for 
the most meritorious of our soldiers and re- 
ward them in the order of their merit ; and 
brave and skillful as General Hancock has 
been, there are others who have claims of a 
itin higher order. Then, General Grant 
Laving already been President, we should re- 
ward Greneral Sherman and lieutenant-Gen- 
aral Sheridan first, before we come to the 
M^}or-General nominated by the Democratic 
par^. Certainly, let us be grateful ; but let 
let na not degrade the highest and most re- 
sponsible trust of the Republic to the level 
of a mere gift of gratitude. Let military 
heroes be lifted up to the highest rank in 
the service which belongs to the soldier. 
Let them be rewarded with the esteem of 
their countrymen ; and, if need be, let wealth 
and Inxury be showered upon them to bright- 
en that life which they were ready to sacri- 
fice for their country. But let it never be 
forgotten that the Presidency is a trust that 
is due to no man ; that nobody has ever 



earned it as a thing belonging to him ; and 
that it should not be bestowed but for ser- 
vices to be rendered in the way of patriotic 
and enlightened statesmanship. 

But, above all things, the Presidency 
should never be pointed out as the attainable 
goal of ambition to tbe professional soldier. 
I certainly do not mean to depreciate the 
high character of the regular array. But I 
can not refirain from saying that, in a repub- 
lic like ours, great care should be taken not to 
demoralize it by instilling political ambition 
into tbe minds of its officers. The army is 
there to obey the orders of the civil power 
under the law as it stands, without looking 
to the right or tbe left. And it will be an 
evil day for this Republic when we inspire 
the generals of our army with the ambition 
to secure the highest power by paving their 
way to it vnth political pronunciamentos. 
I will not impute to General Hancock any 
such design. He may have meant ever so 
well when he issued General Order No. 40, 
which is now held up by a political party as 
bis principal title to tbe Presidency. But 
yon once establish such a precedent, and 
who knows how long it will be before you 
hear of other general orders issued for pur- 
poses somewhat similar to those for which 
they are now issued in Mexico ? I am for 
the subordination of the military to the civil 
power. And therefore I am for making 
OoDgressman Garfield President, and for 
letting General Hancock remain what he is, 
a general, always ready to draw the soldier's 
sword at the lawful command of the civil 
power. 

What have we on the other hand in the 
Republican candidate? His youth was that 
of a poor boy. He lived by his daily labor. 
He rose up from that estate gradually by his 
own effort, taking with him the experience 
of poverty and hard work, and a living sym- 
pathy with the poor and hard-working man. 
He cultivated his mind by diligent study, 
and he stored it with useful knowledge. 
From a learner he became a teacher. When 
tbe Republic called her sons to her defense, 
he joined tbe army and achieved distinction 
in active service as one of the brave on the 
battle-field. He was called into the great 
council of the nation, and has sat there for 
nearly twenty years. No great question waa 
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discussed withoat his contributing the store 
of his knowledge to the fund of information 
necessary for wise decision. His speeches 
have ranked not only among the most elo- 
quent, but among the most instructive and 
useful. Scarcely a single great measure of 
legislation was passed during that long pe- 
riod without the imprint of his mind. No 
man in Congress has devoted more thorough 
inquiry to a larger number of important sub- 
jects, and formed upon them opinions more 
matured and valuable. He was not as great 
a soldier as his competitor for the Presiden- 
cy, but he has made himself, and is univer- 
sally recognized as what a President ought 
to be, a statesman. He understands all 
phases of life, from the lowest to the high- 
est, for he has lived through them. He un- 
derstands the great problems of politics, for 
he has studied them and actively partici- 
pated in their discussion and solution. Few 
men in this country would enter the Presi- 
dential office, with its great duties and re- 
sponsibilities, better or even as well equipped 
with knowledge and experience. He need 
only be true to his record in order to become 
a wise, safe, and successful President. If 
the people elect him, it will be only because 
his services rendered in the past are just of 
that nature which will give assurances of his 
ability to render greater service in the fu- 
ture. The country wants a statesman of 
, ability, knowledge, experience, and princi- 
ple at the head of affairs. His conduct as a 
legislator gives ample guarantee of great 
promise in all these things. 



111. 
MR. G. A. TOWNSEND. 

Mb. Gsobob Alfbed Towksend, better 
known perhaps as ** Oath,*' telegraphed the 
following estimate of General Garfield's 
character to the ** Cincinnati Enquirer '' the 
night after the Chicago nomination : 

The writer has known General Garfield 
pretty well for thirteen years. He is a large, 
well-fed, hale, ruddy, brown-bearded man, 
weighing about two hundred and twenty 
pounds, with Ohio German colors, blue eyes, 
military face, erect figure and shoulders, 



large back and thighs, and broad chest, and 
evidently bred in the country on a farm. 
His large mouth is full of strong teeth; his 
nose, chin, and brow are strongly pro- 
nounced. A large brain, with room for play 
of thought and long application, rises high 
above his clear, discerning, ei\joying eyes. 
He sometimes suggests a country Samson — 
strong beyond his knowledge, but unguarded 
as a school-boy. He pays little attention to 
the affectation by which some men manage 
public opinion, and has one kind of behavior 
for all callers, which is the most natural be- 
havior at hand. Strangers would think him 
a little cold and mentally shy. On acquain- 
tance he is seen to be hearty above every- 
thing, loving the life around him, his family, 
his friends, his State and country. Loving 
sympathetic and achieving people, and with 
a large unprofessing sense of the brother- 
hood of workers in the fields of progress, it 
was the feeling of sympathy and the desire 
to impart which took him for chief; whOe 
as to the pulpit, or on the verge of it, full 
of all that he saw and acquired, he panted 
to give it forth, after it had passed through 
the alembic of his mind. Endowed with 
a warm temperament, copious expression, 
large, wide-seeing faculties, and superabun- 
dant health, he could study all night and 
teach or lecture all day ; and it was a provi- 
dence that his neighbors discovered he was 
too much of a man to conceal in the puljnt, 
where his docility and reverence had afanoet 
taken him. They sent him to the State 
Legislature, where he was when the war 
broke out ; and he immediately went to the 
field, where his courage and painstaking 
parts, and love of open-air occupation, and 
perfect freedom from self-assertion, made 
him the delight of Rosecrans and George H. 
Thomas successively. He would go about 
any work they asked of him, was unselfish 
and enthusiastic, and had steady, temperate 
habits, and his large brain and his reverence 
made everything novel to him. There is an 
entire absence of nonchalance or worldlineea 
about his nature. He is never indiffSsrent, 
never ^ndictive. A base action, or ingrati- 
tude, or cruelty, may make him sad, but 
does not provoke retaliation, nor alter that 
faith in men or Providence which is a part 
of his sound stomach and athletic head. 
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Gbrfield is simple as a child ; to the serpent^s 
wisdom he is a stranger. Having no nse 
nor aptitude with the weapons of coarser 
natures, he often sToids mere disputes, does 
not go to pnblio resorts where men are 
familiar or vulgar, and the walk from his 
home in Washington to the Oapitol and an 
oocaaional dinner out comprise his life. The 
word public servant especially applies to 
him. He has been the drudge of his State 
constituents, the public, the public societies, 
the moral societies, and of his party and 
country, since 1863. Aptitude for public 
debate and public affairs is associated with 
a military nature in him. He is on a broad 
scale a schoolmaster of the range of Glad- 
stone, of Agassiz, of Gallatin. With as hon- 
est a heart as ever beat above the competi- 
tors of sordid ambition. General Garfield 
has yet so little of the worldly wise in him 
that he is poor, and yet has been accused of 
dishonesty. He has no capacity for invest- 
ment, nor the rapid solution of wealth, nor 
profound respect for the penny in and out 
of pound, and still is neither careless, im- 
provident, nor dependent. The great con- 
suming passion to equal richer people and 
live finely, and extend his social power, is as 
foreign to him as scheming or cheating. But 
he is not a suspicious nor a high-mettled 
man, and so he is taken in sometimes, partly 
from his obliging, unrefusing disposition. 
Men who were scheming imposed upon him 
as upon Grant and other crude-eyed men of 
affiurs. The people of his district, who are 
quick to punish public venality or defection, 
heard him in his defense of 1878, and kept 
him in Congress and held up his hand, and 
hence he is by their unwavering support for 
twenty-fiye years candidate for President 
and a national character. Since John Quincy 
Adams no President has had Garfield^s schol- 
arship, which is equally up to this age of 
wider facts. The average American, pur- 
sniBg money all day long, is now presented 
to a man who has invariably put the business 
of others above his own, and worked for 
that aUeged nondescript, the public grati- 
tude, all his life. But he has not labored 
without reward. The great nomination came 
to-day to as pure and loving a man as ever 
wished well to anybody and put his shoulder 
to his neighbor's wheeL Garfield^s big, boy- 



ish heart is pained to-night with the weight 
of his obligation, affection, and responsibility. 
To-day, as hundreds of telegrams came from 
everywhere, saying kind, strong things to 
him — such messages as only Americans in 
their rapid, good impulses pour upon a lucky 
friend — he was with two volunteer clerks in 
a room opening and reading; and suddenly; 
his two boys sent him one — little fellows at 
school — and as he read it he broke down, and 
tried to talk, but his voice choked, and he 
could not see for tears. The clerks began to 
blubber too, and people to whom they after- 
ward told it. This sense of real great heart 
will be new to the country, and will grow if 
he gets the Presidency. His wife was one 
of his scholars in Ohio. Like him, she is of 
a New England family transplanted to the 
West, a pure-hearted, brave, unassuming 
woman, the mother of seven or eight chil- 
dren, and, as he told me only a few weeks 
ago, had never by any remark brought him 
into any trouble, while she was unstampede- 
able by any clamor. 

He is the ablest public speaker in the 
country, and the most serious and instructive 
man on the stump. His instincts, liberal and 
right; bis courtesy, noticeable in our poli- 
tics; his aims, ingenuous; and his piety 
comes by nature. He leads a farmer's life all 
the recess of Congress, working like a field- 
hand, and restoring his mind by resting it 
If elected, he will give a tone of culture and 
intelligence to the executive office it has 
never yet bad, while he has no pedantry in 
his composition, and no conceit whatever. 
General Garfield may be worth twenty-five 
thousand dollars, or a little more than Mr. 
Lincoln was when he took office. His old 
mother, a genial lady, lives in his family, 
and his kindness to her on every occasion 
bears out the commandment of *^ Honor thy 
father and thy mother, that thy days may 
be long in the land." 



IT. 

ROSECRANS ON GARFIELD. 

Recently a " San Francisco Call " report- 
er visited (General W. S. Rosecrans at his res- 
idence in that city, and obtained from him 
some interesting facts concerning the milita- 
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ry career of th e Repablican nominee. * * Yes, '' 
replied General Roseorans, in response to 
an inquiry from the " Call " representative, 
" Garfield was a member of my military fam- 
ily dming the early part of the war. When 
he came to ray headquarters I mast confess I 
had a prejudice against him, as I understood 
he was a preacher who had gone into poli- 
tics, and a man of that cast I was naturally 
opposed to. He remained at headquarters 
a couple of days, as I wanted to become ac- 
quainted with him before assigning him to 
duty. The more I saw of him the better I 
liked him, and finally I gave him his choice 
of a brigade or to become my Chief of Staff. 
Most men would have probably taken the 
brigade, but lie decided to remain with me. 
We were together until the Chattanooga af- 
fair. I found him to be a competent and 
efficient officer, an earnest and devoted pa- 
triot, and a man of the highest honor. His 
views were large, and he was possessed of a 
thoroughly comprehensive mind. Late in 
the summer of 1863 he came to me one day, 
and said that he had been asked to accept 
the Republican nomination for Congress from 
the Ashtabula District, and asked my advice 
as to whether he ought to accept it, and 
whether he could do so honorably. I re- 
plied that I not only thought he could accept 
it with honor, but that I deemed it his duty 
to do so. The war is not yet over, I said, 
nor will it be for some time to come. There 
will be many questions arising in Congress 
which require not only statesmanlike treat- 
ment, but the advice of men having an ac- 
quaintance with military affairs will be need- 
ed ; and for that afid several other reasons 
that I named, he would, I believed, do equal- 
ly as good service to his country in Congress 
as in the field. It was, too, a great honor to 
him to be nominated by the Ashtabula Dis- 
trict, which had been represented in the 
House by one man for a quarter of a century 
(Joshua R. Giddings) ; they were thoroughly 
acquainted with him, and he was in accord 
with their sentiments in politics. Before 
the interview closed I said to him : ^ Garfield, 
I want to give you some advice. When you 
go to Congress, be careful what you say. 
Don^t talk too much ; but when you do talk, 
speak to the point. Be true to yourself, and 
you will make your mark before the country.* 



A few years ago I met him in Washington, 
and said to him : ^ Well, Garfield, yon have 
got along pretty well following my adyioe.* " 
Recurring to the nomination. General Ro- 
secrans said : '* I consider Garfield head and 
shoulders above any of the men named be- 
fore the Convention, and far superior to anj 
of the political managers upon the floor. 
He is a man with broad views, has always 
been a consistent Republican, and baa a dear 
record. I can not believe that James A. 
Garfield was ever guilty of a dishonest act. 
As the campaign progresses, it will be foond, 
if it is not now acknowledged, that Garfield 
is a hard man to beat." 



V. 

NATIONAL REPUBLICAN LEAGUE. 

The National Republican Leagae has 
issued the following circular to ** indepen- 
dent voters " : 

PmLAJOELPHiA, June £6th. — ^The issues of 
the Presidential canvass are now fally de- 
fined, and every voter can determine for 
himself the line of action which the highest 
interests of the country require. In the 
judgment of the National Republican Leagne, 
there should be no hesitation. 

The Democracy, with strange inconsist- 
ency, have adopted the expedient of nomi- 
nating a man whose only training has been 
that of the army, and whose reputation, 
solely military, is the precise measore of his 
unfitness for the highest civil position in the 
^t of the people. 

On the other hand, the friends of good 
government have every reason to be satisfied 
with the nomination of General Garfield, 
and with the manner in which it was se- 
cured. Their determination to support him 
ought to be intensified by the idtemative 
presented. Simple acquiescence in the Chi- 
cago ticket, however, is not enough. In the 
coming canvass there is no place for the 
lukewarmers or indifferents. The zealous 
and united efforts of all who look with re- 
pugnance on Democratic methods and mea- 
sures will be requisite to preserve the country 
from the worst of all evils. 

The solid South requires the aid of but 
two Northern States to give the Democracj 
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a majority in the Electoral College; and 
there are many devices throogh which the 
miited action of both Honses of Congress 
maj set aside the yerdiot of the people, if 
that verdict is not rendered so emphatically 
as to preclude all recourse to chicane. 

The attempted capture of Maine shows 
that the I>emocratio party is prepared to use 
any means that may enable it to gain pos- 
seanon of the Executiye Department, with 
its limitless opportunities of expenditure and 
patronage. 

We may reasonably anticipate events 
whieh will strain our institutions to the ut- 
most, and lead to dangers which no lover of 
his country can contemplate without the 
gravest alarm. To avert these dangers it is 
not enough that our candidate shall be fairly 
and honestly elected ; his minority must be 
such that on no pretext can it be set aside. 
For this every vote is needed, and every 
voter should use his influence to arouse his 
friends to the necessity of vigorous and 
united action. If with such a candidate as 
General Garfield, nominated under the most 
favorable auspices, we shall fail, we may 
well fear for the result of any effort in the 
fatore to prevent the decadence of our pub- 
lic life. 

It is, moreover, of high importance that 
a Republican Executive should be supported 
by a Republican House of Representatives, 
in order to uphold financial honesty and in- 
dustrial prosperity ; and with proper effort 
a working migority in Congress may be easi- 
ly regained. The power which makes and 
omnakes parties and regulates our national 
^6&ej lies in the hands of that compara- 
tively small numbers of voters who cast their 
ballots on either side, or who abstain from 
voting^ as their sense of duty dictates. To 
this oonscienoe vote we confidently appeal, 
believing that every patriotic motive re- 
quires that it should earnestly and zealously 
rapport the Republican Electoral Ticket 

By order of the Executive Committee. 
Wm. Rotoh Wisteb, Chairman, 

Hampton L. Cabson, Secretary, 



■♦— 
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VI. 

"THE NATION." 

Extracts from an article in No. 781 : 

Usually " the dark horse '' is a gentleman 
about whom the public has everything to 
learn. In fact, to make a horse " dark,^^ it 
may be said to be necessary that he should 
not have been prominent in public affairs, 
and that the revelation of his greatness and 
of his claims to public confidence should have 
to be made by the campaign biographer and 
the party newspapers during the canvass. 
General Garfield is, however, one of the best- 
known men in public life, and is known in 
an excellent way. We have several times of 
late spoken in these columns of the growing 
tendency of politicians to neglect real politics 
— that is, the business of the country — for the 
work of electioneering and management, and 
of the growing disposition on the part of the 
public to let politicians of this class take 
possession of the Government and use it in 
their own game for their own hands. The 
Independent opposition to the nomination 
of Grant and Blaine and to the dictation of 
the Bosses was really in large part a protest 
against this tendency, and an attempt once 
more to force politicians to occupy them- 
selves with politics, and earn their honors by 
their attention to public affairs. General 
Garfield^s political career has, however, been 
as far as possible removed from that of the 
ordinary manager and machinist. His life 
in Congress has really been that of a states- 
man of the earlier constructive type. We 
do not profess to know what it is in his re- 
lations with his district which has enabled 
him to give so much of his time to the proper 
business of a legislator without endangering 
his political prospects, but we do know that 
he is most honorably associated with every 
question of importance which has come up 
in Congress during the past twelve years. 
Everybody who has given even slight at- 
tention to politics knows what his opinions 
are on nearly every matter by which the 
public mind has been much stirred since 
1868, and we can recall no such matter on 
which his opinions were not sound, or, if 
not sound according to our way of thinking, 
were not defended so as to show that they 
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had been carefully and intelligently formed. 
On the onrrency question he has never fof 
one moment gone astray, and never for one 
moment concealed his view of the highest 
expediency. He never gave any counte- 
nance, as nearly every prominent Repnblicau 
politician did, to the plan of paying the 
bonds in paper. He opposed the Silver Bill 
almost alone among the Republicans, in the 
teeth of the craze which was sweeping over 
the whole West, especially his own State, on 
this subject. He was one of the earliest and 
most strenuous advocates of civil-service re- 
form, even in the sense in which the Inde- 
pendent Republicans have of late been 
preaching it. His position toward the 
South since the war, which for a time caused 
him to be frowned on by the clique who 
were trying to build up their personal for- 
tunes by fanning the flames of civil strife, as 
a heretic and blasphemer, has placed him on 
this subject almost alone among Republican 
politicians in the serene air of the highest 
statesmanship. 

. . . General Grarfield has done better 
than commit Burke to memory : he has ap- 
propriated his spirit and ideas, and Las had 
the courage to produce them at a time when 
some of the leading men of his party were 
energetically illustrating Burke's maxim that 
" a great empire and little minds go ill to- 
gether." When that great scandal of free 
government — the doctrine that the President 
withdrew the troops from the South mero 
motu, as the Czar might reduce the garrison 
of Warsaw, and that Southerners ought 
therefore to have voted the Republican ticket 
out of "gratitude" — was being spread 
abroad by both press and politicians. General 
Garfield was bold enough to say that the 
true JustificaUon of the President's course 
was that he had done what it was his con- 
stitutional duty to do. In saying this he 
did more than defend Mr. Hayes: he re- 
minded his own party that this is a Govern- 
ment of law, and that there is under it no 
place for gratitude to an executive officer ex- 
cept in the case of a pardoned criminal. In 
fact, the steady constitutionality and ration- 
ality, if we may use the expression, of 
General Garfield's course in Oongress during 
times when most of his fellow Republicans 
lost their heads have been very remarkable, 



and show that he is not only a man of cour- 
age, but that he does not, in the strife and 
turmoil of what is called practical politics, 
lose his hold on the great truth that this Na- 
tion, in spite of its enormous natural advan- 
tages, must live, as every other human society 
has Hved, by remembering, comparing, and 
foreseeing. 



VII. 

JUDGE J. S. BLACK'S TWO LETTERS. 

Philaoblphxa, February 15, 1878. 

My Deab Sib : From the beginning of 
the investigation concerning Mr. Ames's use 
of the Credit Mobilier, I believed that Gen- 
eral Garfield was free from all guilty con- 
nection with that business. This opinion 
was founded not merely on my confidence 
in his integrity, but on some special knowl- 
edge of his case. I may have told jon all 
about it in conversation, but I desire now to 
repeat it by way of reminder. 

I assert unhesitatingly that, whatever 
General Garfield may have done or forborne 
to do, he acted in profound ignorance of the 
nature and character of the thing which Mr. 
Ames was proposing to sell. He had not 
the slightest suspicion that he was to be 
taken into a ring organized for the purpose 
of defrauding the public ; nor did he know 
that the stock was in any manner connected 
with anything which came, or could come, 
within the legislative jurisdiction of Oon- 
gress. The case against him lacks the MMn- 
ter which alone constitutes guilt. 

In the winter of 1869-'70 I told G^eral 
Garfield of the fact that his name was on 
Ames's list; that Ames charged him with 
being one of his distributees ; explained to 
him the character, origin, and objects of the 
Credit Mobilier ; pointed out the connection 
it had with Oongressional legislation, and 
showed him how impossible it was for a 
member of Oongress to hold stock in it with- 
out bringing his private interests in conflict 
with his public duty. That all this was to 
him a perfectly new revelation I am as sore 
as 1 can be of such a fact, or of any fact 
which is capable of being proved only by 
moral circumstances. He told me then the 
whole story of Train's ofifer to him and 
Ames's subsequent solicitation, and his own 
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action in the premises, much €u h^tUtails it 
to the Committee, I do not undertake to re- 
prodnoe the conversation, bnt the effect of it 
all was to oonyince me thoroughly that when 
he listened to Ames he was perfectly oncon- 
scions of anything evil. I watched care- 
fully every word that fell from him on this 
point, and did not regard his narrative of 
the transaction in other respects with much 
interest, because in my view everything else 
was insignificant. I did not care whether 
he had made a bargain technically binding 
or not; his integrity depended upon the 
question whether he acted with his eyes 
open. If he had known the true character 
of the proposition made to him, he would 
not have endured it, much less embraced it. 
Now, couple this with Mr. Ameses admis- 
sion that he gave no explanation whatever 
of the matter to General Garfield ; then re- 
flect that not a particle of proof exists to 
show that he learned anything about it pre- 
vious to his conversation with me; and I 
think you will say that it is altogether un- 
just to put him on the list of those who 
knowingly and willfully joined the firaudu- 
lent association in question. 

J. S. Black. 

Hon. J. 6. Bladix, Speaker qfffie Houte qf RepreeeniO' 
Mvee, 

Hovn. Co aeuBU ' iA L, Pasu, June 28, 1880. 

To ihe BiUor of the Philadelphia Times. 

Mt Dkab Sib : I have regularly received 
the '* Times" since I have been on this side, 
and through it I have learned all I know 
about the situation at home. I am informed 
fully concerning the nomination at Chicago, 
and did not need much information about 
the character and history of the candidate 
there set up, my personal acquaintance with 
him being tolerably /uU and intimate. 

Tour express determination to see that 
General Garfield shall be defended against 
all niyust aspersions upon his personal char- 
acter, is equally pleasant reading to me, for 
I hone been his denoted friend for many years, 
and I am resolved that I never will believe 
that he does not deserve the affection Iha/te 
bestowed upon him. If he would carry the 
principles which regulate his private life into 
his public conduct, he would make the best 
Chi^ Magistrate we have ever had, Bnt he 
will act for the interests of his party, as he 



has acted all his lifetime^ and that will re- 
quire him to take the advice which Stevens 
gave to Montpelius in the buckshot war. I 
do not know any really good man who has 
done and assisted in doing so many bad 
things in politics as General Ghurfield. . . . 
I am very truly yours, 

J. S. Black 



vin. 



COLONEL BONN PIATT. 

CoLQNEL DoNN PiATT, cdltor of "The 
Capitol " (Washington), has often attacked 
General Garfield with great vehemence. 
Nevertheless, in his issue of June 20th he 
bore this testimony : 

Garfield's friends should study his record 
and understand his case before rushing to 
his support. In their ignorance they are 
doing him more barm than good. 

He is assailed in two cases-— one the 
Credit Mobilier, and the other the De Gol- 
yer patent. 

Both can be stated briefly and clearly, 
and the facts clear Garfield of any wrong. 

Here is the Credit Mobilier : Oakes Ames 
had seized on and held a large amount of 
stock that Harry McComb claimed and sued 
for. Ames's little game was this : If the suit 
went against him, he intended to account for 
the stock, as lobby agent, in a distribution of 
it "where it would do the most good." If 
he won, he intended to hold the stock as his 
own. He prepared for this by going just 
far enough with members of Congress to 
lay a foundation for his daim, but not far 
enough to enable the members to force him 
to give them the stock should he win against 
McComb. 

Thus, when Garfield borrowed three 
hundred dollars to pay his house-rent, Ames 
entered the amount in his little book as so 
much stock, that was well worth half a mil- 
lion at the time. When the explosion oc- 
curred Ames swore that the money was not 
a loan, but cash paid for stock never deliv- 
ered, the dividends on which would have 
made Garfield comfortable; not a cent of 
which did he receive, nor had it ever been 
intimated to him that he had a right to it. 

It was Ames's oath against Garfield's, 
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with all the circnmstances in Garfield^s fa- 
vor, with the more significant one, that 
while Garfield's character was nnimpeach- 
ahle, Ames was a confessed hriber of Con- 
gressmen, and aboat as corrupt an old 
man as the Lord permitted to camber the 
earth. To take the oath of saoh a man 
against the word of an honest man is simply 
monstrous, and only shows to what extent 
partisan zeal can carry a people. 

In the De Golyer case Garfield was paid 
a retainer of five thousand dollars — not to 
infiuence his vote as a Congressman, or his 
power as Chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations, for all the appropriations 
had passed before he was paid. The object 
of the influence was in Chicago. 

The De Golyer company of the last- 
named place had employed one Chittenden 
to secure contracts with the Territorial Gov- 
ernment. In making up his bill, Chittenden 
claimed of the company for important ser- 
vices greatly exaggerated, and among those, 
securing the influence of Garfield. This was 
done really through Dick Parsons, who was 
one of the attorneys for the company, and 
promised Garfield one half of his fee if he 
(Garfield) would take charge of the case dur- 
ing his (ParsoDs^s) absence, Parsons being 
called home by the sickness of his family. 
Dick did not say what his fee was, and long 
after the whole affair was settled Dick paid 
over the five thousand. 

Considering the rate of charges indulged 
in by eminent lawyers, there is nothing in 
the amount to excite surprise or suspicion. 

Had Garfield been animated in either 
case by corrupt motives, the world would 
never have heard of either case ; and instead 
of being a man in moderate circumstances, 
Garfield has held positions where, as we 
have said, he could have winked himselt 
into mUlions, as others have done who walk 
among men without the shadow of a taint 
upon their names. 



HON. WM. SPRINGER. 

Remabks of Hon. Wm. Springer, Demo- 
cratic CoDgressman, at Sullivan, Ind., July 
4, 1880 : 

My friends, the Republican party has 



nominate for its candidate for President 
James A. Garfield of Ohio, a man who has 
long been in public service, long been the 
leader of his party, and who stands to-day 
the mightiest warrior of them all, the great- 
est Republican member of the Lower Hoose 
of Congress. I know James A. Garfield by 
being with him in the Lower House of Con- 
gress for years, and I know there is no Re- 
publican in that party abler than he. I see 
that tlie newspapers are making charges 
against his character, but, my friends, I can 
not say they are in any wise true. I have 
not read the reply by the Republican press 
to these charges ; if they are true, I do not 
know it. 

I must say to you, my friends, that I bad 
hoped the good old Democratic party would 
select a civilian for its standard-bearer in 
this campaign, as I think it would have been 
more preferable to me than to have a man 
who is solely a military man. 

The President of the United States should 
be a man who knows all about civil affairs; 
who knows the regulations of the various 
departments ; the management of the Judici- 
ary, Legislative, and Executive Departments; 
the Department of State, which deals wHh 
foreign countries; the Treasury Department 
with the millions of treasure; with civil ser- 
vice ; and with the great, rapidly growing 
commerce of our land, thereby bringing the 
greatest happiness to our people. I there- 
fore thought the best interests of our people 
demanded a man experienced in civil affairs, 
and when our convention at Cincinnati nom- 
inated a purely military man, I must confess 
to you, my Mends, I thought it would have 
been better to have nominated a man with 
some civil experience. 



HON. R. MILTON SPEER. 

Hon. R. Mn.TON Spbbb, Democratic mem- 
ber of the Forty-third Congress from Penn- 
sylvania, and recent Chairman of the Demo- 
cratic State Committee, on his return from 
Cincinnati, addressed a Democratic ratifica- 
tion meeting at Pittsburgh, in the course of 
which he remarked : 

This is my first pubHc utterance since 
the Chicago nomination^ and I desire to saj 
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right here that I served four years in Con- 
greas with General Garfield. I know him 
well, and I honor him for his honesty, his 
integrity, his ability, his breadth of knowl- 
edge, and his upright character. Bat he 
represents the party of sectionalism, while 
General Hancock represents a united North 
and South. 



zi. 

HON. HENRY B. PAYNE. 

Hon. Hxnbt B. Patnb, a prominent can- 
didate for the Presidential nomination at 
Cincinnati, in a recently published interview, 
jnst after the Ohicago Convention, spoke as 
lioUows: 

Ton know General Garfield well enough, 
then, to be convinced one way or the other 
in regard to his personal probity ? 

It ifln*t likely (said Mr. Payne, slowly and 
gravely) that I would continue to respect 
and admit to my intercourse any man whom 
I believed guilty of deliberate dishonor. No, 
I have never examined the specific charges 
*igaSnBt Garfield, nor acquainted myself with 
kit defense against them. From my knowl- 
edge of his character, however, I should be 
decidedly inclined to believe that he was de- 
ceived rather than guilty — ^that his ignorance 
of biusness afifkirs and methods was to blame 
for any error. Nothing in his outward life 
denotes that he has profited by corruption. 
He lives economically ; the present improve- 



ments on his house at Mentor — which may 
cost some three thousand dollars— involve 
the most considerable expenditures his neigh- 
bors are aware of. No, no. With General 
Garfield^s political creed I am utterly at va- 
riance; but this does not counsel me to an 
unconsidered assault upon that candidate's 
private honor. — New York World, 



xn. 

HON. A. G. THURMAN AND THE 
"NEW YORK WORLD." 

Hon. A. G. Thtjrman, long leader of the 
Ohio Democracy, in the autumn of 1878 
bore this testimony : 

Oakes Ames swears that Garfield got ten 
shares, and Garfield swears that he did not 
do anything of the kind. There was a good 
deal of talk, but no proof against him ; and 
I am compelled to say that Garfield gets out 
better than any one else, and, on the whole, 
there was not sufficient evidence to fasten 
corruption at his door. 

Thurman's opinion appeared in the " New 
York World" of October 10, 1878. 

That Democratic journal added its own 
opinion as follows : 

After considering all the testimony, on 
the whole, we concur in this view of Mr. 
Garfield's connection with the Credit Mo- 
bilier. 



PART V. 



THE RELIGIOUS PRESS. 



It is peculiarly gratifyiDg to note the 
strong hold that General Garfield has taken 
of the religious mind of the country. That 
he has taken snoh hold appears plainly in 
the religious press. Some of the voices are 
found below. 



I. 

OhruHan Standard ( Cineinnati^ Ohio), June 
12th and 19th, 

We are glad to say, however, that there 
are men who rise above this turmoil, and 
stand in calm poise and grandeur far above 
such methods and such men ; and it is with 
the utmost pleasure that we recognize among 
them, preeminent, J. A. Garfield, to whom 
it was committed to name to the Convention 
one of the principal candidates. His speech 
will stand as a model, apart by itself, as the 
one gem of the occasion. It is no wonder 
that among the spectators there was de- 
veloped a strong sentiment that he himself 
was the man for the hour. At every crisis 
in the Convention his voice is heard, for 
principle, for sobriety, for prudence and 
honor. We regret that we have not the 
space to reproduce his speech here, but we 
shall probably give it hereafter. We think 
it will commend itself to the good sense and 
patriotism of men of all parties. And if ever 
he is named for a great office, we can not ask 
more than that it shall be as fitly done. 



On account, we presume, of our known 
long acquaintance with the candidate of the 
Republican party for the Presidency, and 
the personal friendship existing between us, 
we are already besieged with questions 



touching every rumor put in circulation by 
his political opponents to his injury. Ours 
is not a political paper, and we have nothing 
to say in these columns touching, the party 
issues between Republicans and Democrata. 
But as touching the character of James A. 
Garfield as an honest man, a Christian gen- 
tleman, an upright, loyal, and foithfiil citi- 
zen, and a statesman of great ability, of high 
integrity, and of pure morals, we are free to 
say, as the result of a long and intimate per- 
sonal acquaintance, that we have in him^ 
and have always had, unbounded confidence 
— a confidence that has never trembled for a 
moment. In a letter received from Bro. 
F. D. Power, for many years our preacher 
in Washington, and who has occasion to 
know him well, he says of General Gkirfield, 
^'He is a good, pure man, and we love him.'^ 
Let this suffice. We hope the Democrats 
will give us a candidate equally able and 
worthy, and that the campaign will be con- 
ducted with reference to principles rather 
than persons, and be free from personal 
warfare. 



n. 

The American Christian JReview (Cincin- 
natiy Ohio), June 92d, 

General James A. Garfield, recently 
nominated by the Chicago Republican Con- 
vention for the Presidency of the United 
States, is a member of the Church of Christ, 
and has been for about thirty years. He 
will soon be fifty years of age. We are 
glad to record the fact that, besides being a 
statesman of acknowledged ability, his pri- 



THE RELIGIOUS PRESS. 



165 



Tate life has been pure, and that his Chris- 
tian character is withoat a stain. If the 
Democratic party shall nominate a man for 
the same exalted position bearing as clean 
a record in morals and sobriety as that of 
Garfield, the nation may well have canse to 
r^oice. We have known Bro. Garfield per- 
sonally for twenty-five years, and during all 
that time have known him as an humble 
Christian, unpretentious in his profession, 
magnanimous and liberal-hearted, honest, 
faithful, and philanthropic, with a head and 
heart ready to serve in the humblest cause 
of humanity. The last time we were in 
Washington city we found him teaching a 
BiUe-dBsa in the Sunday-school of a very 
obaenre church. He is one of the biggest- 
hearted Christian men we ever met. We 
hare spoken these few words in praise of 
Bro. Garfield as a Christian citizen, and not 
as a politidan, because we think our breth- 
ren at large feel pleased that so distinguished 
in honor has been conferred on one of our 
brethren. It does not belong to the charac- 
ter of the *' Review ^ to speak of his poli- 
tics or of his politioil creed. That informa- 
tion must be found in political organs. 



in. 
Ths Ckriitian Union (New Tori), June 16th. 

The nomination of General Garfield was 
made by the men who did not attend the 
Convention which apparently nominated 
him. He was nominated by the people, not 
by the politicians. His nomination is a new 
attestation of the political value of moral 
qualities. The Republican party has passed 
by the eminent soldier, the eminent financier, 
and the eminent party politician, to take up 
a man who is chiefiy eminent for the Chris- 
tian purity and integrity of his life and 
character. They are without reproach and 
above suspicion, though, of course, not above 
slander ; for the rooming after the nomina- 
tion the opposition began its campaign of 
ealomny. If Moses were nominated for the 
Plreddency, there are papers which would 
bring np the charge that he murdered an 
Egyptian, and ran off with the Egyptian 
women's jewelry. 

What enthusiasm the nomination will 



arouse remains to be seen, but it will at 
least excite no opposition within the Re- 
publican party, and will give measurable 
satisfaction to all its sections. The believers 
in a continuous tenure of office will see in 
General Garfield a representative of their 
cure for the strife of factions. For General 
Garfield not only comes from a district which 
believes in third and fourth terms, but his 
eminence in American politics is due to that 
fact The Western Reserve has, in a period 
of half a century, been represented by but 
four men ; General Garfield has been their 
representative for a period of eighteen years 
— ^from 1862 to the present time. For the 
last two sessions of the Hpuse of Repre- 
sentatives he has been the leader of the Re- 
publican party in the House. To call such 
a man a '*dark horse" is absurd. The 
leader of the House is the natural leader of 
his party when it comes into power, and in 
England is almost always made Prime Min- 
ister as a matter of course. 

The advocates of Civil Service Reform 
must be hard to suit if they are not pleased 
with the nomination of a man who has never 
sought an office. When first elected to the 
House of Representatives he was with the 
troops in the field, and did not know that a 
nomination was contemplated until he was 
informed that it was given. When, last fall, 
his name was before the Ohio Legislature as 
a candidate for the United States Senate, in 
competition with several men of no little 
eminence in national politics, his friends 
were urgent that he should go to Columbus 
and take rooms there, to be near the Legis- 
lature at the critical moment. He refused ; 
he never had sought an office, and would not 
begin then ; remained at his farm ; and won 
more votes by his wise independence than he 
could have won by wire-pulling, for he was 
elected without opposition within his party. 
At the Convention which has just nominated 
him, he steadfastiy declined to be a candidate, 
and was finally declared the choice of the 
Convention against his protests, and because 
of his genuine and hearty devotion to the 
interests of his party and the promotion of 
its principles. At the same time he is a 
practical politician; he does not belong to 
the " scratchers " ; he has always acted with 
his party ; he has always been simply a Re- 
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publican — not an ^* Independent Repub- 
lioan," nor a "Young Repablioan," nor a 
"Stalwart Republican/' nor a "Bloody 
Shirt Republican." He possesses tbe politi- 
cal purity and integrity which President 
Hayes possesses, and a skill in managing men 
which President Hayes lacks. Both qualities 
were strikingly manifested in the Conven- 
tion which he did so much to harmonize 
and which finally nominated him. 

The believers in paper money, if there 
are any such left in the Republican party, 
are the only ones likely to be dissatisfied. 
General Garfield has been always and con- 
sistently a hard-money man. In the time 
when Ohio was most doubtful on this point, 
he never wavered. His record in this respect 
is like that of President Hayes. 

General Garfield is an earnest Christian 
man; a member of the Disciples, or Camp- 
bellites, a denomination very numerous in 
the West and Southwest ; has never been 
ashamed of his faith; has often preached, 
though he has never been professionally a 
preacher; and has always carried his re- 
ligious principles into his political life. He 
has the respect of those who most widely 
differ from him in political views ; and the 
spontaneous meeting held in the House of 
Representatives by its members, to send him 
their congratulations on his nomination, was 
equally creditable to him and to the moral 
sense of tbe House. 

The nomination of such a man is a re- 
buke to the croakers, and a testimony to the 
political power of moral sentiment in the 
American commanity. For twenty years 
the dominant political party has taken up 
and presented for the suffrages of the Amer- 
ican people men whose first element of 
strength lay in their acknowledged moral 
worth. Abraham Lincoln, U. S. Grant, 
Rutherford B. Hayes, and James A. Garfield, 
whatever may be thought of their political 
principles and their political abilities, repre- 
sent the highest moral elements and convic- 
tions of the community as applied to pablic 
questions. In character they compare favor- 
ably with the foremost statesmen of foreign 
countries, and with the foremost statesmen 
of our own earlier national life. 



IV. 

The Ifethoditt {Neu> Tori), June 19ih. 

The nomination of General Garfield by 
the Republicans suggests many useful reflec- 
tions. It is, of course, a satisfaction to all 
Republicans that they can unit« next No- 
vember ; and our present impression is that 
the union will embrace all or nearly all tbe 
Independent or Liberal Republicans. We 
shall probably take no part in the discos- 
sions ; and we make haste to say that efforts 
to prove General Garfield a corrupt man 
can not, in our judgment, sacceed. Perhi^ 
the excellent use of certain stories about him 
^which we do not believe— may be to ex- 
clude mud-throwing from the canvass. If 
the Democrats make a good nomination, as 
good a one as this in personal character, 
both sides may perceive the foUy of laying 
stress upon doubtful circumstances in lives 
characterized by uprightness and fidelity to 
public duty. 

One of the best uses of this nomination 
may be to call out a strong Democratic nom- 
ination. It would certainly be vastly nsefhl 
to have candidates on both sides whose pu- 
rity and probity were not questioned. We 
should like to feel that, whatever politieal 
dangers might arise from the election of 
either, the White House would continue to 
shelter a model Christian home, and that 
the American people had with substantial 
unity, by the choice of their candidates, ap- 
proved decency and honor in public life. 

It is a great lesson, a mighty encour- 
agement, that, once more, a poor boy ap- 
proaches the highest office in the land ; that 
one half of our people have selected for the 
chief place a man whose success is the fruit 
of his own character and deeds. We would 
not disfranchise the sons of the wealthy, 
nor dbparage those who have inherited hon- 
ored names, but it is nevertheless a glory of 
our country that it has Lincolns and Gar- 
fields ; and the poor do well to r^oice in the 
success of the rail-splitters and canal-boys. 

We hope that the majority of our read- 
ers agree with us that it is better not to 
have raised the third-term issue, better not 
to have selected any candidate for whom the 
primary and secondary conventions had beea 
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organized, and in some cases excessively 
managed ; better that Presidential lightning 
shoald strike a man who had not been 
worked for and organized for. This result 
18 calcolated to weaken the confidence and 
palsj the energy of the too active ^* political 
worker,'* whose power many of ns have 
come to dread. We admit the necessity of 
organization : what we deprecate is organi- 
zation for personal ends. When the great 
parties sbonld pass into the hands of the 
managers, the power of the people would be 
greatly decreased, if not hopelessly lost. 

'We are not disposed to lament that this 
nomination renders it probable that the 
White House will cease to be a Methodist 
home. It has been ours for twelve years, 
and even the largest denomination ought 
dieerfolly to take turns in this relation to 
the country. We have hope that a Chris- 
tian family will inhabit the Presidential 
Manaion after next March ; and we shcild be 
imreasonable if we felt grieved that the suc- 
cessor of Presidents Grant and Hayes is 
likely, in any case, to belong to another 
communion. General Garfield may not be 
elected, though the chances seem to be in 
his &vor ; but we do not expect the Demo- 
crats to nominate a Methodist ; and the Meth- 
odiats of both parties — and in the whole 
Union we are about equally divided between 
' the parties — will zealously support good can- 
didates without regard to their church affili- 
ations. We do not believe that a hundred 
Methodist votes could be changed by this 
question ; and we take great satisfaction in 
the fact that, as a denomination, we can 
make this boast We wish it could be said 
of every denomination of Christians in the 
land. In taking a candidate from one of 
the small denominations, the Republican 
party asserts its belief that a truly catholic 
spirit pervades its ranks, and pays the high- 
est compliment to the great religious bodies 
from whom it has not taken its candidates. 



V. 



The EtangelUt {New TorJc), June 17th. 

The great Convention at Chicago, to 
which the politicians have been looking for- 
ward with much eagerness for months past. 



has come and gone, leaving many surprises 
behind it. Like some preceding Conven- 
tions, it has confounded the calculations of 
the wisest political seers, who have found 
all their prophecies falsified, their sagacity 
proved to be folly, and their towering am- 
bitions brought to naught. In some respects 
the result has been not unlike that in the 
same city twenty years ago, when the nom- 
ination of Mr. Seward was defeated, and 
Abraham Lincoln for the first time appeared 
as a striking figure in American politics. 
Now, as then, the aspiring hopes of those 
who stood foremost — and, as they thought, 
almost alone— in the race are disappointed; 
and in place of the expectant " heirs to the 
succession,*' one comes to the front who, 
like Lincoln, is a stalwart " son of the for- 
est," whom the leaders had left quite out of 
their calculations. 

Of course the eyes of the country are at 
once turned upon the new candidate, and a 
million voices ask: Who and what is he? 
In this case it can not be pretended that he 
is ^^ a dark horse," in the sense that he was 
before quite unknown. On the contrary, 
few of our public men have been more 
prominently before the country from the 
time that he entered the army at the be- 
ginning of the war, through his military ca- 
reer, and his long service in Congress, till 
the hour of his nomination at Chicago. For 
seventeen years he has been, a member of 
the House of Representatives, ui a position 
where a man very soon finds his level ; where 
the strong naturally come to the front, 
while the weak as naturally fall to the rear. 
Such a position is one to expose a man's 
weakness and incapacity, if it does not show 
his ability and his character. What record 
he has made for himself in this position is a 
part of the history of the country. 

But we do not propose to speak of Gen- 
eral Garfield as the public know him, but as 
we know him, giving our own personal im- 
pressions for what they are worth. While 
" The Evangelist " takes no part in political 
contests, yet it is not indifferent to the char- 
acter of our public men, and feels it to be a 
duty to contribute, as far as possible, to the 
information of its readers in regard to those 
for whom their votes are asked. With Gen- 
eral Garfield we have had a personal ac- 
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qaalntanoe for many years. He is a gradu- 
ate of our alma mater, and we have met 
him at commencements, as well as in Wash- 
ington. Not long ago he told ns, very 
simply and modestly, the story of his early 
life, of his struggles to get an education; 
how, after studying in Ohio, he decided to 
come to an Eastern college, and wrote to 
seyeral presidents to ask for information; 
and how the kind letter he received from 
Dr. Hopkins decided him to go to Williams 
Oollege. It was a happy choice. Entering 
the junior dass, he was there hut two years, 
but during that time he had the invaluable 
instruction of that eminent teacher; and 
probably there is no man living for whom 
he feels more sincere veneration — a feeling 
of mingled respect and affection — than his 
old teacher, so honored and beloved. Presi- 
dent Mark Hopkins. 

In college he was one of the foremost. 
We have seen it stated in some paper that 
the richer students looked down upon him 
because of his poverty. But this we must be- 
lieve to be a pure invention. At any rate, if 
a few smiled at the rough figure and coarse 
garments of the uncouth Westerner, he soon 
inspired a different feeling. There is no 
purer democracy in the world than in an 
American college — no place where young 
men who are ^^ stuck up," as the phrase is, 
elated by their wealth or social position, are 
sooner *^ taken down." Money counts for 
little when brought in comparison, or in 
contrast, with personal qualities. The 
things which college students respect most 
are muscle and brains, physical strength 
and intellectual capacity. Garfield had 
both. He could hold his own anywhere — 
on the ball-ground, or in a rough-and-tum- 
ble, as well as in the class-room. If any- 
body affected to ^Mook down" upon him, 
the supercilious youth would soon be taught 
to " look up " from his own position lying 
fiat on his back. But he commanded re- 
spect not only by his strength and courage, 
but by his standing in his class. He was a 
good scholar, and especially a good debater ; 
and when to these qualities it is added that 
he was also a devout Christian, it may well 
be supposed that his personal influence was 
excellent. The deference which college 
boys feel for physical prowess gives to 



those who possess this only an evil ascen- 
dancy. There is no more dangerous man in 
such an institution than a great, hulking 
fellow, who, with his strength of limb, is 
vulgar and profane— a coarse, swearing, 
swaggering bully. Such a man sometimes 
demoralizes a whole college. But when one 
comes among young men, a giant in strength, 
yet pure in heart and clean of tongue, his 
physical qualities give a prodigious momen- 
tum to his religious influence. 

Graduating in 1856, the young student 
returned to Ohio to engage in teaching, and 
occasionally in preaehingj for the family be- 
longed to the sect of Disciples, or Gamp- 
bellites, which requires no ordination, and 
no course of theological study; and as he 
had special "gifts" for speaking in public, 
he " exercised his gifts " in the gatherings d 
his brethren. It was at this time that he 
married a lady who, though extremely mod- 
est and retiring, is well known to be highly 
educated, and full of the best womanly 
sense as well as womanly feeling. She has 
had a great influence over his subsequent ca- 
reer ; and it is to the honor of the man that 
he ascribes much of his success to his wife. 
From these peaceful domestic scenes and 
this quiet life, he was called by the break- 
ing out of the war. The moment the coun- 
try was in danger, and had need of her sons, 
he entered the field, and rose to distinction* 
To this portion of his career we have no 
need to refer, as the chroniclers will recount 
it in the fullest details. We shall never for- 
get an evening which he spent with us at Wil- 
lard^s in Washington, at the close of the war, 
when he gave us a long and intensely inter- 
esting account of the battle of Ohicka- 
mauga, in which he had taken part. The 
description was so minute and so vivid, that 
it has remained in our memory, leaving an 
impression more distinct than we have of 
any other battle of the war. He was the 
Chief of Staff of General Rosecrans, and 
when the army was defeated, and retiring 
in hot haste from the field, he heard the 
sound of cannon in the distance, which told 
him that General Thomas, who commanded 
the left, was still fighting to save the for- 
tunes of the day ; and, turning his horse, h< 
rode straight to that part of the field, think- 
ing perhaps, like Napoleon at Marengo, thai 
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'* though one battle was lost, there was 
time to gain another/' and remained with 
that great commander till his stabbom re- 
astance saved the army. 

Since the war General Garfield's place 
hss been in Oongress, where he has been 
seen and known of all who have visited 
Washington. There he has gradually risen 
to the position of the leader of his party in 
the House of Representatives, not by pushing 
or ambition, but by the natural ascendancy 
accorded to superior ability. No man could 
command such a position, and hold it, with- 
out talents of a high order, the possession of 
which is now conceded to him by all — not on- 
ly those of his own, but of the opposite party. 

But no degree of success has ever changed 
the man. He has always been the same — 
nmple in character and modest in manner, 
though with the consciousness of strength 
which comes with long experience of his 
power, yet with an utter absence of arro- 
gance and pretension. He is preeminently 
t man of the people. Born in a very humble 
home, among the poor, all his sympathies 
tre with them. He has no more pride than 
Uncoln had. Indeed, there are many points 
of resemblance in the characters, as well as 
in the careers, of the two men. 

And now, if we were to sum up in one 
word the impression which he makes upon 
us, it would be that of his thorough manli- 
neat. He is every inch a man. There is 
something manly in his very physique. Tall 
in person, broad-chested and strong-limbed, 
he has the figure of an athlete. His head is 



large, and the expression of his face one 
of mingled intelligence and kindliness. He 
has an open countenance— one in which 
we can detect no lines of craft and cunning, 
but which shows a frank and open nature, 
that scorns guile and trickery and deceit 
If there be anything in physiognomy — if we 
can read the mind in the face— we should 
say. This is a true, brave, honest man, who 
would serve his country in any station, legis- 
lative or executive, with the same manly 
courage which he showed in the field. 

But there is more in his countenance even 
than intelligence and simplicity of character. 
There is another thing which goes with true 
manliness — great sweetness and gentleness, 
something which shows under a frame of 
iron a hearty which we^do i^t always find 
united with sterner qualities. It is a fisuse, in 
short, which indicates one who is brave as a 
lion and gentle as a woman. Such is the 
hero of the hour. We repeat, he is " every 
inch a man " — ^big-brained, big-breasted, and 
big-hearted — ^a man to love as a companion, 
and to follow as a leader. 

Such is he who, in the full vigor of his 
manhood — ^he is not yet fifty — is nominated 
for President of the United States. Should 
he be elected to that office, we are sure that 
he would carry into his new position the 
same qualities which he has shown hitherto, 
and that as the head of the Government he 
would pursue the same str^htforward 
course, and maintain the manly simplicity 
and mtegrity of the early days of the Re- 
public 



PART VI. 



CHARGES AGAINST GENERAL GARFIELD 
STATED AND EXAMINED. 



To ^AME^A. Gabthld. 

Thou, who didMt ride on Chiokamauga'B day 
All solitary down the fieiy line, 
And saw the ranks of battle rusty shine, 
Where grand old Thomas held them fix)m dismay, 
Kegret not now, while meaner pageants play 
Their brief campaigns against the best of men ! 
For those spent balls of scandal pass their way. 
And thou shalt see the victory again. 
Modest and fiuthful, though Uiese broken lines 
Of party reel, and thine own honor bleeds. 
That mole is blind which Garfield undermines, 
That dart falls short which hired malice speeds. 
That man will stay whose place the State assigns, 
And whose high mind a mighty people needs. 

G, A, Townaend, 

Thbee differeDt charges affecting the in- 
tegrity and honor of General Garfield are 
made by personal enemies and the baser sort 
of political opponents, viz., Credit Mobilier, 
Increase of Salaries, and the De Golyer 
Pavement. It is proposed to inquire con- 
cerning the merits of these matters. 



I. 

THE CREDIT MOBILIER COMPANY. 

Tms charge originated in 1872-78, and, 
had it never been made, it is safe to say 
that little, if anything, would have been 
heard of the others. Although at one time 
drawing a considerable share of public at- 
tention, it had nearly passed out of the pub- 
lic mind. In the first place, men who care- 
fully looked into the matter saw that Gen- 
eral Garfield was in no way compromised ; 
in the second place, another and larger class 



of men dismissed the charge on aoooont of 
the great and growing confidence in the 
man ; and, in the third place, most others 
dropped it because it no longer produced an 
appreciable effect. But, naturally, the Chi- 
cago nomination has once more brought 
Credit Mobilier forward, so that it seems 
necessary to give here a full history of the 
matter. I shall begin my exposition at the 
very beginning. 

Three Acts of Congress created the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company, and endowed it 
with its franchises and responsibilities, vix^ 
the Acts of July 1, 1862, July 2, 1864, and 
July 8, 1866. These Acts need not be ana^ 
lyzed one by one ; sufiSce it to say that, col- 
lectively, they clothed the Company with 
power to build a railroad and telegraph from 
Omaha, Nebraska, to the western boundary 
of Nevada Territory, said railroad to form 
a part of the line connecting the Missouri 
and Sacramento Rivers. To enable the Com- 
pany to execute this purpose, Congress gave 
it a magnificent endowment : 1. A strip of 
land, tour hundred feet wide, through the 
public domain ; 2. The right of eminent do- 
main to appropriate private lands for depots, 
etc., where necessary ; 8. The free gift of 
about twelve million acres of United States 
lands; 4. A loan of United States bonds 
to the amount of $27,218,000, payable in 
thirty years, with interest at six per cent, 
per annum. The statute of 1862 made this 
bond-loan a first mortgage upon all the 
Company ^s property ; but the statute of 1864 
accepted a second mortgage in lien of the 
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first Under tbes« statntes the road was 
bnilt Let the reader note oareMlj the 
dates 1663, 18S4, and 1866. Beridea, it 
ehoald b« said that the lait Act simply fixed 
the eastern termioDB at Omaha, the original 
charter having left that point praotioally 
DBdetennined. The prorisions ot law, by 
which the rights of the Oovemment were to 
be aecnred, need not be stated further than 
to qaote this paragraph from the report of 
the Wilaon Investigating Oommittee, made 
to tbe House of Representatives in 18T3 : 

The United States waa not a mere creditor, 
kuung a aum of moae; upon mortgage. The ' 
raiboad eorporatloD waa not a mere contractor, 
bound to furnish a ipedfied structure and nothing 
more. The law created a body politic and cor^ ' 
porate, bound, as a tnistee, so to manage this 
great public franohias and endowment that not j 
S0I7 ttie secoritj for the great debt due the Cnil- ! 
•d StatM should DOt be impaired, but so that I 
them should be ample reaoorces to perform ita 1 
great pobUc dudas in time ot commerdal disas- 
ter and In time of war. (Page S.) 

Norember 1, 183S, the State of Penn- 
sylraoia ohartered the Penneylvania Fisca] 
Agenoy, aatborizmg it to bay and sell seon- 
lities, and to loan money to railroads and 
other improvement companies. Uarch 3, 
1804, T. 0. Dnrant, Vioe-Preaident of the 
Union Paoifia Company, bought this Agency 
for the pnrpose of making it a constraction 
company to bnild the Un^on Pacific Hailroad. 
The 26tii of the same month, its name was 
ohanged by law to the " Credit Mobilier of 
America." Originally, the capital stock 
waa $2,600,000; but in 1867 it was in- 
oreased to (8,TCO,000. This corporation 
waa perfectly le^timate ; Dnrant had a per- 
fect right to buy it and to use it for building 
the road; and the road had a perfect right 
to contract with it. At tbe name time, it is 
clear tltat the Fiscal Agency was bought for 
an improper purpose, as the following his- 
tory will show. 

If the Credit Uobilier Company were to 
b« nsftd 'for constructing tbe road, the natu- 
ral and straightforward way of proceeding 
would have been for the railroad company 
to contract with the Credit Mobilier direct 
Bnt there were certain reasons why this 
rimplo and easily understood way of pro- 



ceeding would not answer. The following 
was therefore done ; 

The 16th of August, 1867, Cakes Ames, 
a member of Cougreas from Masaaohusetta, 
made a contract with the Union Facifio 
Company, whereby be waa to bnild six hun- 
dred and sixty-seven miles of road at a 
scale of prices that arooonted in the aggre- 
gate to $17,625,000. Soon after he trans- 
ferred this great contract to other bands; 
not, however, to the hands of the Credit 
Mobilier as such, bnt to the bands of seven 
men, who were called Trustees. They were 
to hold the contract in trnst for such atoclc- 
boiders of the Credit Mobilier Company aa 
should give to the seven irrevocable prox- 
ies to vote all Union Pacific Railroad stock 
that they uiigbt at any time hold. Octo- 
ber 15, 1867, a triple contract was exe- 
cuted between Amea, the seven tmstoea, 
and tbe Credit Mobilier Company. Amea 
made over the contract The Tmsteea re- 
ceived the contract, were to execute it, and 
were to hold tbe profits, if any, in tmat for 
those Credit Mobilier atockholders who are 
described above. The Credit Mobilier Com- 
pany, as such, waa to advance money with 
which to begin tbe work, and waa to receive 
on Bocb advances, in interest and commis- 
sion, nine and a half percent.; said nine and 
a half per cent to be diatribnted as divi- 
dends, of course, to the stockholders of the 
corporation. All this was agreed to in Octo- 
ber, 18S7, in consequence of-a perfect under- 
standing existing at the time the Ames con- 
tract waa made. What is more, the seven 
Trast«es were principal stockholders, and 
most of them directors, both of tbe Railroad 
and tbe Credit Mobilier Companies. As di- 
rectors of the railroad they could not con- 
tract with themselves as directors of tbe 
Mobilier, as trustees, or in any other capaci- 
ty, to bnild tbe road ; and this is wby tbe 
contract was made with Ames, who waa not 
a director in either corporatdori. The mat- 
ter then stood thus : 

The seven made the contract with Ames ; 
the aame seven as trustees received the as- 
signment of tbe contract from Ames; and as 
atockhclders of tbe Credit Mobilier Com- 
pany they were to receive, in company with 
such of their fellow stockholders in the 
! Mobilier as should be admitted to the ring. 
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the profits of the contract. Farther, they nevertheless bajr sach stock innocentlj, or 

agreed to admit to this division of the innocently negotiate for it; for the ring were 

profits only those Mobilier stockholders very carefol to conceal from the public all 

who should deliver to the even irrevocable their inside transactions. As any one can 

proxies to vote the stock of the Union Pa- see, the triple contract could not bear the 

dfic road held by them. This would con- light of day. We move on now to 1872. 

tinue to the Trustees, what they now had, In the Presidential campaign of that year, 

unlimited control of the Union Pacific road, it was asserted in the newspi^ra that a. 

The object ot the seven was twofold : first, number of Representatives and Senators had 

to secure themselves against personal re- bought Credit Mobilier stock of Ames. It 

sponsibility ; and, second to get the profits was said that evidence of this fact had been 

likely to accrue. Nor did the seven propose elicited in a suit pending at Philadelphia be- 

** to let into '' the ring more of the Mobilier tween H. S. McOomb and Oakes Ames. 

stock than was necessary to accomplish their The testimony got into the newspapers only 

purpose. The fewer the shares among which in fragments ; and the public knowledge of 

the Ames profits were divided, the larger the transactions of the Union Padfio Gom- 

the svga that would fall to each share. A pany and the Credit Mobilier Company was 

bm|Ml 0t Silt will be thicker piled on a so meager that nobody could form an intelli- 

wiit hif »tabto thali spread over the fioor. gent opinion in the premises. But one thing 

AccordSni^y, from this time on there were the public understood perfectly — the charge 

two kinds of Credit Mobilier stock, that of bribery was made against these g^tle- 

which to(M, and that which was not^ in the men. This charge most or all of them hast- 

railroad ring. The first could well be worth ened to deny. In the list of those alleged 

six hundred or eight hundred per cent., while to have been corrupted by Ames appeared 

the other was only worth par. These are the name of James A. Garfield. Returning 

the objectionable features of this series of to Washington the 18th or 14th of Septem- 

transactions : 1. These railroad slockhold- her, 1872, from Montana, General Garfield 

ers and directors were virtually contracting saw the charge in the newspapers. He im- 

with themselves ; 2. The price that they mediately authorized the publication of the 

agreed to pay themselves was exorbitant, following statement, which appeared in the 

The fraud was threefold: 1. Upon certain Cincinnati " Gazette " a day or two later: 

stockholders of the Credit Mobilier Com- ^ ,,,«,,,, . .,, 

ft TT *i TT • x>«^!«^ i>«:i-^«-i General Garfield, who has just arrived here 

pany: 2. Upon the Union Pacific Railroad . ., tj. .v xj t-^.t.*^ 

* ' « TT ^i- i-i ^jf^t. from the Indian country, has to^lay had the nitt 

property: 8. Upon the Government of the ^ •*. * • -#*i u ^ x.- 

TT . J o mi.. XL V . . opportunity of Bcemg the charges connecting his 

United States.. This was the begmnmg. name with recciTmg shares of the Credit MoWUer 

Things went on swimmingly for a time. The from Oakes Ames. He authorized the statement 

road was built, and millions of profits were ^1^,5^^ he never subscribed for a single share of the 

divided according to the agreement. But by stock, and that he never receive or saw a shaie 

and by fierce quarrels broke out among the of it. When the company was first formed 

members of the ring, and one of the quarrels George Francis Train, then active in it, came to 

brought all the foregoing history, and much Washington and exhibited a list of subscribers^ 

more, to the surface. It is clear that, after of leading capitalists and some members of Con- 

October 16, 1867, the date of the triple con- gress— to the stock of the company. The sub- 

tract, no member of Congress who fully un- scription was described as a popular one of one 

derstood the matter could buy Credit Mo- thousand doUars each. Trahi urged General Gar- 

bilier stock of Mr. Ames or his accomplices ^eld to subscribe on two occasions, and each time 

without becoming a party to tliis threefold tedecUned. Subsequently, he was again informed 

fraud ; nor could he understandingly negoti- *^** *^« ^^"^ ^" "«^^y completed bnt that a 

ate for such stock without dishonor. For chance r^ed for Wm to subscn^^ 

A. xi. x A. * 1. Ai. -u. 1- agam declined ; and to this day he has not sub- 
any man after that time to bny the stock ^,. ,. ., i_*^i wj 
, ^ ,. , 1, , , ■• , - scnbed for or received any share of stock or bond 
understandingly would be bad enough ; for & i> ^u 

member of Congress it would be utterly in- 
excusable. But a member of Congress might Here matters rested until the opening of 
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the ensoing session of Oongress. The first 
day of the session the members of the House 
against whom the charge had been made de- 
manded a committee of investigatioD. The 
House at once adopted the following pream- 
ble and resolations : 

Whereaty Aceusationa have been made in the 
poblic press, founded on alleged letters of Oakes 
Ames, a representative from Massachusetts, and 
upon the alleged affidavits of Heniy S. Mc€k)mb, 
a citizen of Wilmington, in the State of Delaware, 
to the effect that members of this House were 
bribed by Oakes Ames to perform certain legis- 
latiye acts for the benefit of the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company, by presents of stock in the 
Credit Mobilier of America, or by presents of a 
valuable character derived therefrom ; therefore, 

Betohedf That a special committee of five 
members be appointed by the Speaker pro tempore^ 
whose duty it shall be to investigate whether any 
member of this House was bribed by Oakes Ames, 
or any other person or corporation, in any matter 
tonddng his legislative duty. 

JUsoUfed^ further, That the committee have 
the right to employ a stenographer, and that they 
be empowered to send for persons and papers. 

And the Speaker pro tem.^ Mr. Cox, ap- 
pointed Messrs. Poland of Vermont, Banks 
of Maasachnsetts, McOrary of Iowa, Niblack 
of Indiana, and Merrick of Maryland, said 
committee. December 22, 1872, the inqniry 
began. Febraary 18th following, Judge 
Poland, the Chairman, made the report to 
the House. The Committee reported that 
there had been transactions concerning stock 
between Oakes Ames and several members 
of the House, one of whom was Mr. Garfield. 
They aet down the findings in each case 
nnder the member^s name, and then went on 
to exonerate them one and all of bribery or 
cormption. On this point they speak expli- 
dtlj in these passages : 

In his negotiations with these members of 
Congress, Mr. Ames made no suggestion that he 
desired to secure their favorable influence in Con- 
greas in favor of the Railroad Company, and whcu- 
ererthe question was raised as to whether the 
ownerahip of this stock would in any way inter- 
fere with or embarrass them in their action as 
members of Congress, he assured them that it 
would not. 

The Committee, therefore, do not find as to 
the members ol the present House above named. 



that they were aware of the object of Mr. Ames, 
or that they had any other purpose in taking this 
stock than to make a profitable investment . . . 
The Committee have not been able to find 
that any of these members of Congress have been 
affected in their official action in consequence of 
their interest in Credit Mobilier stock. ("Poland 
Report," p. viii.) 



No exoneration of the original charge 
conld be more emphatic than this. It in* 
eluded Mr. Garfield as well as the other mem- 
bers of the Honse said to be implicated. Let 
this point be distinctly noticed: Mr. Gar- 
field was fully exonerated of having known 
what Ames's intentions were ; of having had 
any other purpose in buying the stock than 
to make a good investment ; of having been 
infiuenoed as a legislator thereby; or of hav- 
ing " supposed he was guilty of any impro- 
priety, or even indelicacy, in becoming a 
purchaser of the stock." As to Ames, the 
Committee found that "he sold to several 
members of Congress stock of the Credit 
Mobilier Company at par, when it was worth 
double that amount or more, with the pur- 
pose and intent thereby to influence their 
votes and decisions upon matters to come 
before Congress." They then recommended 
his being expelled from the Houbc. But the 
Committee distinctly held that the others 
were not sharers of Ames's guilt, because 
they were ignorant of his purposes, did not 
know the value of the stock, and bought 
it as an ordinary investment. As to the na- 
ture of the transaction between Ames and 
Garfield, the Committee found that : 

He agreed with Mr. Ames to take ten shares 
of Credit Mobilier stock, but did not pay for the 
same. Mr. Ames received the eighty per cent, divi- 
dend in bonds and sold them for ninetj-seven per 
cent., and also received the sixty per cent cash 
dividend, which together paid the price of the stock 
and interest, and left a balance of three hundred 
and twenty-nine dollars. This sum was paid over 
to Mr. Garfield by a check on the Scrgeant-at-Arms, 
and Mr. Garfield then understood this sum was the 
balance of dividends after paying for the stock. 
Mr. Ames received all the subsequent dividends, 
and the Committee do not find that, since the pay- 
ment of the three hundred and twenty-nine dol- 
lars, there has been any communication between 
Mr. Ames and Mr. Garfield on the subject until 
this investigation began. (Page vii.) 
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This is the finding of the Committee, pro- 
fessedly hased on the testimony before them. 
As a finding it is worth no more than the 
testimony on which it rests. Much of that 
testimony was not printed when the report 
was submitted to the Honse, but it has now 
been seven years before the public, and the 
public can judge of it as well as the Commit- 
tee. It is proposed here to analyze it, but 
first to offer some general remarks. (By the 
way, the " Poland Report " was never adopt- 
ed by the House of Representatives.) 

1. What is called the public mind of the 
United States was in a peculiar state in the 
winter of 1872-'78. Party feeling ran high. 
The Republican party, then twelve years in 
the possession of the Government, over- 
whelming in strength, contained many ele- 
ments of contention and bitterness within 
itself. Then that was the period of "In- 
dependent" journalism. Newspaper criti- 
cisms of public measures and private charac- 
ter were especially slashing and trenchant 
The amazing developments that were made 
concerning the building of the Union Pacific 
Railroad seemed to point to a corruption 
that had not been dreamt of, and they scan- 
dalized the nation. Men feared that these 
developments were but harbingers of others 
to come. In fact, public opinion was disor- 
ganized ; the bottom fell out of the public 
mind. The wildest rumors produced the 
deepest impression. The truth is, the pub- 
lic was in no condition to make up its mind 
calmly upon the results of any public inves- 
tigation, even if said investigation had been 
properly conducted, as this one, it must be 
said, was not. The investigation had not 
proceeded far until the doors of the Commit- 
tee room were thrown open ; and in poured 
a multitude of excited spectators and news- 
paper men, the most of whom were more 
intent upon spreading sensational reports 
than doing justice. The Committee them- 
selves were affected by the prevailing infiu- 
ences. The inquiry was in no sense judi- 
cial. 

2. As respects our inquiry, the report 
contains the testimony of but two men, 
Ames and Garfield. In many points they 
agree, in some they disagree. But it should 
be remembered that Ames was the principal 
agent in bringing about the triple contract 



of October, 1867. He had been the prime 
mover in making the arrangement whereby 
the Union Pacific Railroad was defrauded, 
Credit Mobilier stockholders wronged, and 
the Government lien on the Union Pacific 
Railroad greatly reduced in value. Be- 
sides, he had tried to infiuence the ofBcial 
action of Representatives and Senators by 
selling to some, and offering to sell to others, 
stock for one half its value. In his own 
words, he had put it " where it would do 
most good." What is more, his right to the 
very stock that he said he had sold was 
questioned. Ames said that he had sold the 
stock to the persons named. McComb said 
it properly belonged to him, and broogfat 
a suit to recover it. But Durant told an- 
other story, saying that this stock properly 
belonged neither to Ames nor McComb, but 
to the Company itself; and he said on the 
stand that he iiad a summons for Ames in 
his pocket, and should serve it when he 
caught Ames in New York. These points 
are dear : At the time of the investigation 
Ames had the stock in his possession; he 
said it properly belonged to Garfield and 
the others ; he was defending a suit against 
McComb to retain it ; and by his own testi- 
mony he had himself received the mi^or part 
of the dividends on it. Such is the record 
of Ames in Union Pacific Railroad mat- 
ters. So far as this is a confiict of testimony 
(not speaking of the conflicts in Ames's own 
testimony), it is between Ames and Garfield ; 
the latter a man of singular probity np to this 
transaction, who had all his life inspired all 
fair men with an unreserved conviction of 
his sincerity and truth, and who «noe has 
continued to make the same impression. 
Every one must see that Ames went into 
the investigation hampered and embarrassed 
by his own transactions ; that, in a sense, he 
was in a false position ; while Garfield went 
into it wholly uncompromised. true, it 
will be said he was compromised by his 
own guilt in the transaction, if guilty ; but 
that is the very fact in controversy, and 
can not be brought forward to impeach him 
in the beginning. To do that would be pro- 
ceeding in a circle ; it would be ruling out a 
man^s testimony before it was given by 
assuming that it was false. Once more: 
Ames's testimony, as we ^all soon see, was 
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nngnUrljr confased, wavering, and conflict- 
ing; while Garfield^s was atraightforward, 
frank, and consistent It is onfortonate 
that those who believe Mr. Ghirfield bonght 
this stock, or affect to believe it, do not rest 
their belief npon the testimony as now before 
the world, bnt npon the impressions made 
ia the excited winter of 1872-^78. Nor must 
it be forgotten that Ames's testimony was 
then given ont in driblets through a period 
of several weeks. By the time a second 
batch Appeared the pnblio had forgotten 
what the terms of the first batch were. In 
fact, the public never saw the testimony in a 
body, and never had an opportunity to com- 
pare Ames's different stories. It was indeed 
published in the '* Poland Report," and the 
material portions of it in Garfield's pam- 
phlet; but not one man in a thousand ever 
•aw either of these documents. If men could 
be freed from their old impressions, and 
be bronght to examine the testimony afresh, 
there woold be no difScnlty — ^if there be any 
—save in the cases of those who wish to 
make difficulty. If a jury of Englishmen or 
Germans who never had heard of the case 
eonld have all the testimony spread before 
them, if they could be made to know what 
Ames tmw and Garfield u, thoy could not 
fail to find with Garfield when he and Ames 
are in conflict, just as the great majority of 
fair-minded Americans have done. 

We shall now hear what Mr. Ames said, 
and afterward what Mr. Garfield. All the 
qootations are from the ** Poland Report." 
December 17, 1872, Ames testified concern- 
ing his alleged dealings with members of 
Congress. In his direct testimony he said 
eoQoeming Garfield : 

I a g r eed to get ten shares of stock for him, 
and hold it until he could pay for it. He never 
pay f6r it or receive it. (Page 21.) 



This is his cross-examination in full (p. 
28): 

Q. In reference to Mr. Garfield you say that 
yon agreed to get ten shares for him, and to hold 
them till he could pay for them, and that he 
never did pay for them nor receive them ? A, 
YeSySir. 

Q, He never paid any money on that stock 
nor received any money from it ? A, Not on ac- 
eoont of it. 

Q, He received no dividends ? A, No, sir; I 

12 



think not. He says he did not. My own recol- 
lection is not very clear. 

Q, So that, as you understand, Mr. Garfield 
never parted with any money, nor received any 
money, on that transaction ? A. No, sir. He had 
some money from me once, some three or four 
hundred dollars, and called it a loan. He says 
that that is all he ever received from me, and 
that he considered it a loan. Ue never took his 
stock, and never paid for it 

Q. Did you understand it so ? A. Yes ; I am 
willing to so understand it. I do not recollect 
paying him any dividend, and have forgotten that 
I paid him any money. (Page 28.) 

The next day he testified that : 

Messrs. Eelley and Garfield never paid for 
their stodi and never received their dividends. 
(Page 40.) 

Nothing further appears until January 
22, 1873, when Ames testified as follows: 

Q, In regard to Mr. Garfield, state to the Com- 
mittee the details of the transactions between you 
and him in reference to Credit Mobiller stock. A, 
I got for Mr. Garfield ten shares of the Credit 
Mobilier stock, for which he paid par and interest. 

Q, When did you agree with bim for that ? A, 
That agreement was in December, 1867, or Janu- 
ary, 1868 ; about that time ; about the time I had 
these conversations with all of them ; it was all 
about the same time. 

Q. State what grew out of it? Q. Mr. Gar- 
field did not pay me any money. I sold the bonds 
belonging to his $1,000 of stock at 97, making 
$776. In June I received a dividend in cash on his 
stock of $600, which left a balance due him of $829, 
which I paid him. This is all the transaction be- 
tween us. I did not deliver him any stock before 
or since. That is the only transaction, and the 
only thing. (Page 295.) 

Being asked how the $829 was paid, 
Ames said : 

Paid in money, I believe. 

These further questions and answers 
should also be inserted : 

Q, Did you make a statement of this to Mr. 
Garfield f A. I presume so ; I think I did with 
all of tbem ; that is my impression. 

Q. When you paid him this $329, did you un- 
derstand it was the balance of his dividend, after 
paying for his stock. A. I supposed so ; I do 
not know what else ho could suppose. 

Q, You did not deliver the certificate of stock 
to him ? A. No, sir ; he said nothing about that. 
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Q. Why did he not receiTe his certificate? 
^. I do not know. 

Q, Do you remember any conversation be- 
tween you and him in the adjustment of these ac- 
counts ? A, I do not. (Pp. 295, 296). 

At the same sitting of the Committee, on 
farther cross-examination by Mr. Merrick : 

Q. There were dividends of Union Pacific Rail- 
road stock on these ten shares ? A. Yes, sir. 

Q, Did General Garfield ever receive these ? 
A, No, sir ; never has received but $329. 

Q. And that he has received as his own 
money f A. 1 suppose so ; it did not belong to 
me. I should not have given it to him if it had 
not belonged to him. 

Q, Tou did not understand it to belong to 
you as a loan ; you never called for it, and have 
never received it back ? A. No, sir. 

Q. Has there been any conversation between 
you and him in reference to the Pacific stock he 
was entitled to ? A. No, sir. 

Q, Has he ever called for it ? A, No, sir. 

Q, Have you ever offered it to him? ./I. No, sir. 

Q, Has there been any conversation in rela- 
tion to it ? A. No, sir. 

Q. Has there ever been anything said between 
you and him about rescinding the purchase of the 
ten shares of Credit Mobilier stock ? Has there 
anything been said to you about its being thrown 
up, or abandoned, or surrendered ? A, No, sir ; 
not until recently. 

Q. How recently ? A, Since this matter came 

Q, Since this investigation conmienced ? A, 
Yes, sir. 

Q, Did you consider at the commencement of 
this investigation that you held these other divi- 
dends, which you say you did not pay to him, in 
his behalf ? Did you regard yourself as custo- 
dian of these dividends for him? A, Yes, sir; he 
paid for his stock, and is entitled to his dividends. 

Q, Will the dividends come to him at any 
time on his demand ? A, Yes, sir ; as soon as 
this suit is settled [McComb v$, Ames]. 

Q. You say that $829 was paid to him ; how 
was it paid? A. I presume by a check on 
the Sergeant-at-Arms. I find there are some 
checks filed without any initials or letters indi- 
cating whom they were for. (Pp. 296, 297.) 

Ames produced at this sitting what pur- 
ported to be an original memorandnm of his 
account with Garfield (p. 297), but January 
29th he produced another and very different 
one (p. 459). Under date of January 29th the 
following qaestions and answers appear: 



Q, Here is another check of the SergeanHit* 
Arms, of the same date, June 22, 1868: **Pay 
0. A., or bearer, $829, and charge to my accoimt 
Oakes Ames.** That seems to have been pud by 
somebody and taken up by the Seigeant-at-Anns. 
These initials are your own ? A, Yes, dr. 

Q. Do you know who had the benefit of that 
check ? A, I can not tell you. 

Q. Do you think you received the money on 
it yourself? A, I have no idea. I may have 
drawn the money and handed it to another person. 
It was paid on that transaction. It may have 
been paid to Mr. Garfield. There were several 
sums of that amount 

Q, Have you any memory in reference to tiiis 
check ? A, No, sir ; I have no memory as to 
that particular check. I found these checks in 
the package which the Sergeant-at-Arma gave me, 
and I find them on the Sergeant-at-Arms' books. 

• ••••• 

Q, In regard to Mr. Garfield, do yon know 
whether you gave him a dieck or paid him the 
money f A. I think I .did not pay him the 
money. He got it from the Sergeant-atAims 
upon a check. 

• ••••• 

Q. You think the check on which jou wrote 
nothing to jndicate the payee must have been for 

Mr. Garfield ? A, Yes, sir ; that is my Judgment 

. • . • • • 

Q, And in relation to Mr. Garfield ? ^. The 
same in relation to him if it is not borrowed 
mouey. I consider that I sold him the stock, and 

that he holds it 

• • • • • • 

Q. What the Committee want to learn is, 
whether, in conversations with any of these gen- 
tlemen, they have stated or admitted the matter 
to be different from what they have testified to 
before the Committee ? A, I hardly know how 
to answer that question. 

Q. Take any one that occurs to you; Mr. 
Merrick suggests Mr. Garfield ? A. Mr. Garfield 
has been to see me about the matter, and we have 
talked it over. A part of the time he Chinks it 
was a loan ; sometimes he thinks he has repaid 
me ; and then again he is in doubt about it. 

Q. You may state whether, in converaatioa 
with you, Mr. Garfield claims, as he claimed be- 
fore us, that the only transaction between you 
was borrowing $800 ? A, No, sir ; he did not 
claim that with me. 

Q. State how he does clidm it with yon ; what 
was said ? State all that occurred in conversation 
between you. A, I can not remember half of it 
I have had two or three interviews with Mr. Gar* 
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JkkL He wants to pat it on the basis of a loan« 
He states that when he came back from Europe, 
being in want of funds, he called on me to loan 
him a sum of money. He thought he had repaid 
it. I do not know ; I can not remember. (Pj>. 
853-868.) 

Under date of Febniarj 6th appears the 

following: 

Q. Mr. Garfield has told us how he understood 
it What the Committee desire to know of you 
is your understanding of the matter. A, I sup- 
posed it was like all the rest ; but when Mr. Gar- 
field says he mistook it for a loan, that he always 
understood it to be a loan, that I did not make 
any explanation to him, and did not make any 
statement to him, I may be mistaken. I am a 
man of few words, and I may not hare made my- 
sdf understood to him. (Page 461.) 

And under the same date appears the 
following: 

Q, In testifying in Mr. Garfield's case, you 
say you may liave drawn the money on the check 
•and paid him ; is not that answer equally appli- 
cable to the case of Mr. Colfax? A, No, sir. 

Q, Why not? A. I put Mr. Colfax's initials 
in the diecic, while I put no initials in Mr. Gar- 
field's check, and I may hare drawn the money 
myself. 

Q. Do yon say that if you put any initials 
before the words ^ or l>earer " into a check, that 
is eridence that you gave him the check, and 
thai he draw the money on it ? ^. I am satisfied 
that I gave him the check any way, because it be- 
longed to liim. 

Q. Did not Mr. Garfield's check belong to 
him? A. Mr. Garfield had not paid for his 
■todL He was entitled to $329 balance ; but 
Mr. Colfax had pud for his stock, and I had no 
business with his $1,200. 

The reader is now in position to form 
hiB own judgment of Mr. Ames's testimony. 
Teatimonj more confused, wavering, and 
oonflieting it would be hard to find. It will 
be well to call attention to some of the 
points of oonfliotion : 



fIBSr OATH. 

Q, In reference to 
Mr. Garfield, you say 
that he never paid any 
money on that stock, 
nor reoeived any money 
from it? A. Not on 
aooomt of it. 

Q, He receired no 
dividends? ^. No, sir; 



SXOOND OATH. 

Q, In regard to Mr. 
Garfield, state the de- 
tails of the transactions 
between you and him ? 
^. I got for Mr. Gar- 
field ten shares of the 
Credit Mobilier, for 
which he paid par and 
interest 



I think not I do not Q. The $829 which 
recollect paying him you pidd him was the 
any dividends. surplus of earnings on 

the stock ? A. Yes, sir. 
Q, When you paid 
him this $829, did you 
understand it was the 
balance of his dividend ? 
A, I supposed BO. 



MOMET. 

Q. How was that 
paid ? A, Paid in mon- 
ey, I believe. 

AlCXS^O. 

Q. Did you consider 
at the beginning of this 
investigation that you 
held these other divi- 
dends, which you say 
you did not pay him, in 
his behalf ? Did you 
regard yourself as cus- 
todian of these divi- 
dends for him ? A. Tes, 
sir; he paid for his 
stock and \b entitled to 
his dividends. 



CHECK. 

Q, Tou say that $829 
was paid. How was it 
paid? A. I presume 
by check. 

AMES eon. 

Q, Has there ever 
been any conversation 
between you and him 
in reference to the Pa- 
cific stock he was en- 
titled to? X No, sir. 

Q. Have you ever of- 
fered it to him ? A, No, 
sir. 

Q, Has there ever 
been any conversation 
in relation to it? A. 
No, sir. 

Q. Tou did not deliv- 
er the certificate of stock 
to him ? A, No, sir. 
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Ames asserted that the accouDt in the 
right-hand column was made up from that 
in the left-hand colomn, but it will be seen 
that the item of three hundred and twenty- 
nine dollars cash in the latter— the very ele- 
ment in dispute — does not appear in the 
former table at all. 

It is not necessary to follow Ames fur- 
ther, only it will be well to give his own 
testimony concerning his memory, and the 
documentary materials upon which he pro- 
fessed to rely : 

Q. Tou had an envelope the other day, in 
which you stated Mr. Allison returned his stock, 
and the post-mark on which shows it was mailed 
in Dubuque, in March ; the year was not given. 
A, No sir. 

Q, Tou were in error, then, in your first state- 
ment, in saying that he returned his stock last 
fall? A Tes, sir, according to the post-mark. A$ 
I told you^ lean not remember dates. It may have 
been three years ago^ and still I might have ihmght 
it teas laxtfaU, 

Q, This statement of Mr. 6arfield*s account in 
the memorandum-book is not crossed off, which 
indicates, does it, that the matter has never been 
settled or adjusted ? A, No, sir ; it never has. 

Q, Can you state whether you have any other 
entry in relation to Mr. Garfield ? A, No, sir. 

Q, Is your habit, as a matter of business, in 
conducting various transactions with different 
persons, to do it without taking any memo- 
randum ? A, This was my habit Until within 
a year or two I have had no bookkeeper, and I 
used to keep all my own matters in my own way, 
and very carelessly, I admit. 

Q. What was the character of the book in 
whidi the memoranda were kept ? A, It was in 
a small pocket memorandum, and some of ii on 
slips of paper, 

Q. Was this entry upon this page of these 
▼arious names intended to show the amoimt you 
were to pay, or that you had piud ; was that made 
at this date ? ^. I do not know ; it was made 
about that time. I would not have written it on 
Sunday, it is not very likely. It was made on a 
blank page. It is simply a list of names. 

Q, Were these names put down after you had 
made the payments or before, do you think ? A. 
Before^ I think, 

Q, Tou think you made this list before the 
parties referred to had actually received their 
checks or received the money? A. Tea, sir; 
that was to show whom I had to pay^ and who 
were entitled to receive the sixty per cent, divi- 



dend. It shows whom I had to pay here ia 
Washington. 

0. It says « paid " ? A. Tea, sir ; wcU, I did 
pay it 

Q. What I want to know is whether the list 
was made out before or after payment? A. 
About the same time, I suppose ; probably before. 

The following from the "Poland Re- 
port " is General Garfield's aoconnt of his 
relations to Credit Mobilier (pp. 1528-181) : 

WASHtiroTON, D. 0., January li, ISTS. 

J. A. Garfield, a member of the United States 
House of Representatives from the State of Ohk>, 
having been duly sworn, made the following state* 
ment: 

The first I ever heard of the Credit Mobilier 
was some time in 1866 or 1867 — lean not ^ the 
date— when George Francis Train called on me 
and said he was organiadng a company to be known 
as the Credit Mobilier of America, to be fonaed 
on the model of the Credit Mobilier of France; 
that the object of the company was to puicbaae 
land and build houses along the line of the Pa- 
cific Railroad at points where dtiea and Tillages 
were likely to spring up ; that he bad no doubt 
that money thus invested would doable or treble 
itself each year ; that subscriptions were limited 
to one thousand dollars each, and he wished me 
to subscribe. He showed me a long list of sub- 
scribers, among them Mr. Oakea Ames, to whom 
he referred me for further information ocnoem- 
ing the enterprise. I answered that I had not the 
money to spare, and if I had I would not sub- 
scribe without knowing more about the proposed 
organization. Mr. Train left me, saying he would 
hold a pUce open for me, and hoped I would yet 
conclude to subscribe. The same day I asked Mr. 
Ames what he thought of the enterprise. He ex- 
pressed the opinion that the investment would be 
safe and profitable. 

I heard nothing further on the subject for a 
year or more, and it was almost forgotten, wluai 
some time, I should say during the long session 
of 1868, Mr. Ames spoke of it again ; said the 
company had organized, was doing well, and he 
thought would soon pay large dividends. He said 
that some of the stock had been left or was to be 
left in his hands to sell, and I could take the 
amount which Mr. Train had offered me by pay- 
ing the one thousand dollars and the aocraed in- 
terest He said if I was not able to pay for it 
then he would hold it for me till I could pay, or 
until some of the dividends were payable. I toM 
him I would consider the matter, but would not 
agree to take any stock until I knew, from an ex- 
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requeit myself. I think I h>d ubcd <me or two 
pertooB before bin for the loan. 

Q. HsTB jou any knowledge in referenoe to 
any dealinga of Ur. Amea frith id; geatlemen in 
Congresa in reference to ttia atock of the Credit 
UobiUecf A. No, air; t h«?e not I bad no 
knowledge that Hr. Amea had erer talked with 
u);bod]' but mjaelf. It wu a labject I gare but 
little attention to; In fact, many of the details 
bad almoBt paaaed out of my mind until they were 
called up in the t«l« campugn. 

By Mr. Black: 

Q. Did yon aay yon refuaed to take the atock 
aimpl; because there was a lawiuit about itf A. 
No ; not exactly that ; I do not remember any 
other reason which I gare to Ur. Amea than that 
I did not wish to take slock in anything that would 
inTolve controversy. I think I gaTe him no other 
reason than that. 

Q. When you ascertained tb« relation that 
tbts company had <rith the Union Pacific Railroad 
Company, and whence its profits were to lie de- 
riTed, would yon have considered that a suffldent 
reason for declining it irreapective of other con- 
siderationi I A. It would bare been as the caaa 
was afterward stated. 

Q. At the time yoa talked with Ur. Ames, be- 
fore you rejected the proposition, you did not 
know whence the profits of the company were to 
l>e derived t A. 1 did not. I do not know that 
Hr. Amea withheld, intentionally, from me any 
information. I had derived my origbial knowl- 
edge of the organization of the company fnnn 
Hr. Train. He made qoile an elaborate state- 
ment of its purpoaea, and I proceeded in subae- 
qaent conversations upon the supposition that the 
orgsnizatioD was unchanged. I ought to say for 
myself, as well as for Hr. Ames, that be never 
s^d any word to me that Indicated the least da- 
■Ire to influence my le^lative action in any way. 
If he had any such purpose, he certainly never 
said anything to me which would indicate it. 

Q. Yon know now, and have known for a long 
time, that H r. Ames wu deeply interested in ttie 
ii^idation on thl) mibject F A. I suppoaed that 
he was lai|:ely Interaated in the Dnlon PadBo 
Railroad. I have heard various statementa to 
that effect I can not say I had any eadi istor- 
mation of my own knowledge. 

Q. Ton mean that he did not electioneer with 
yoQorsolidtyouTvoter .^. Certainly not. N<me 
of tlie oonversaUons I ever bad with him bad any 
leferenoe to such legislation. 

By Mr. Merrick: 

Q. Have you an; knowledge of any other mtm- 



of the diarter and the conditions of 
tlie sabacriptlon, the extant to which I should be- 
cone pecoaiarily liable. Be said he was not sure, 
biM Ibon^ a slodlioldGr would be liable only 
for the pat vahw of bis stock ; that be had not 
the stock sod papers with him, hot would have 
than after a whUe. 

From the case as presented, I should probably 
have uken the slock if I had been satisfied in 
regard to the extant of pecuniary UaUlity. llius 
Ik matter rested for some time, I think until the 
following year. During the interval I understood 
that than were dividends due amotmdng to near- 
ly tht(« timea tlie par value of tbe stock. But 
in tbe mean time I had heard that the company 
waa involved in some controversy with the Fadflc 
BaHroad, and that Hr. Ames's right to sell the 
•toA waa denied. When I next saw Ur. Amea I 
(old him I had ooncinded not to take tbe stock. 

and I bad no further knowledge of the company's 
operatitais until the subject began to be discussed 
b the newspapers last falL 

Nothing waa ever said to me by Hr. Train or 
Hr. Anes to indicate or imply that the Credit 
KobQIer was or could be in any way connected 
with tbe legislation of Congress for the Padfic 
p»llfn«j< or for any other purpose. Ur. Amea 
■ever gave, nor oSered to give me any stock or 
otlier valuable thing as a gi{L I once asked and 
obt^ned from bim, and afterward repud to him, 
a loan of three hundred dotlara ; that amount is 
the eoly valnable thing I ever reodved from or 



I iKtver owned, recdved, or agreed to receive 
any stock of tiie Credit UotHlier or of the Union 
Padflo Ballnad, nor any dividends or proflta aris- 
ing from either of them. 

Bf tbe duinaan : 

Q. Had this loan you speak of any connection 
in any way with your conversation in regard to 
tbe Credit Hotnlier stockf A. No connection In 
any way except In r^ard to the time of paynent 
Hr. Anes stated to me that if Icondoded to sub. 
scribe for the Credit Uobilier stock, I could allow 
the loan to remain nntil the payment on that was 
adjusted. I never regarded ltaacoimect«dinany 
otliar way with the stock enterprise. 

Q. Doyonrenember the time of that transac- 
tion t .il. I do not remember it precisely. I 
■bonid think it was in the session of 1868. I had 
been to Europe the fall before and waa in debt, 
and boTTowed several sums of money at different 
times and from different persons. This loan from 
Hr. Amea was not at his instance. I made the 
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ber of Congress being concerned in the Credit called again if anything was needed from me in 

Mobilier stock ? A, No, sir ; I have not. reference to these discrepandee. I was not re- 

Q, Or any stock in the Union Pacific Bail- called ; and when the Committee sabmitted their 

road f A. I have not. I can say to the Com- report to the House, a considerable portion of the 

mittee that I never saw, I believe, in my life a testimony relating to me had not been printed, 
certificate of stock of the Union Pacific Bailroad In the discussion which followed here, I was 

Company, and I never saw any certificate of stock prepared to submit some additional facts and 

of the Credit Mobilier until Mr. Brooks exhibited considerations, in case my own conduct eame up 

one, a few days ago, in the House of Represcnta- for consideration in the House ; but the whcrfe 

tives. subject was concluded without any direct refer- 

Q. Were any dividends ever tendered to you ence to myself, and since then the whole Ume of 

on the stock of the Credit Mobilier upon the the House has been occupied with the public busi- 

iupposition that you were to be a subscriber ? ness. I now desire to make a single remailc on 

A. No, sir. this subject in the hearing of the House. Though 

Q, This loan ^f $300 you have repaid, if I the Coomuttee acqidtted me of all charges of oor- 

understood you correctly ? A. Tes, sir. ruption in action or intent, yet there is in the 

report a summing up of the facts fai relatioii to 

By Mr. McCrary : ^^^ ^y^l^ I respectf uUy protest is not warranted 

Q, Tou never examined the charter of the by the testunony. I say this with the utmost re- 
Credit Mobilier to see what were its objects ? A. speot for the Committee, and withoat inteufing 
No, sir ; I never saw it any reflection upon them. 

Q, If I understood you, you did not Imow I can not now enter upon the disemsioti ; but 

that the Credit Mobilier had any connection with I propose, before long, to make a statement to 

the Union Pacific Railroad Company ? ^. I un- the public, setting forth more fully the grooids 

derstood, from the statement of Mr. Train, that of my dissent from the summing up to wfaidi I 

its objects were connected with the lands of the have referred. I mil only say now that the tes- 

Union Pacific Bailroad Company, and the devel- timony which I gave before the Committee is a 

opment and settlements along that road; but statement of the facts in the case as I have un- 

that it had any relation to the Union Pacific Rail- derstood them from the beginning. More than 

road, other than that, I did not know. I think I three years ago, on at least two occasions, I 

did hear also that the company was investing stated the case to two personal Mends substan- 

Bome of its earnings in the bonds of the road. tially as I stated it before the Comndttee, and I 

Q, He stated it was for the purpose of pur- here add that nothing in my conduct or oonversa- 

chasing land and building houses ? A. That was tion has at any time been in conflict with my 

the statement of Mr. Train. I think he said in testimony. For the present I desire only to place 

that connection that he had already been doing on record this declaration and notice, 
something of that kind at Omaha, or was going 
to do it. He fulfilled this promise in his *' Review 

Q. You did not know that the object was to of the Transactions of the Credit Molnlier 

build the Union Pacific Railroad ? A, No, sir ; Company," a pamphlet of twenty-eight pages, 

I did not issned from Washington in 1878. Many 



Mr. Garfield was never called before the 
Committee bat once. At the time that the 



thousand copies of this document were cir- 
culated. All fair-minded men who have 
read it admit that it is a complete defense 
investigation was going on he was oanr- ^ particular. No man has eyer re- 

ing the annnal appropnations through the y^ ^ .^ j^ ^j^ ..^^^^^ „ ^^ ^^^ 
House, and could give it no great attention. ^^^ ^^^ .^ ^^^ testunony thns : 

The last day of the session he said : 

I rise to a personal explanation. During the This is the case as I understand H, and as I 

late investigation by the Committee of which the have always understood it. In reviewing it, after 

gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Poland] was the all that has been said and written during the 

chairman, I pursued what seemed to be the plain past winter, there are no substantial chaoges 

path of duty to keep silence except when I was which I could now make, except to render a few 

called upon to testify before the Committee, points more definite. Few men can be certain 

When testimony was given which appeared to be that they give with absolute correctness the de- 

in oonfiict with mine, I waited, expecting to be tails of conversations and transactions after a 
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kpM of fiye years. Subject to this limitation, I 
bave no doubt of the accuracj of mj remembranoe 
oonoemixig this transaction. 

From this testimony it will be seen that when 
Mr. Ames oifered to sell me the stock in 1867- 
'68, my only knowledge of the character and 
objects of the Credit Mobilier Company was ob- 
tahied from Mr. Train, at least as early as the 
winter of 1866-'67, long before the company had 
become a party to the construction contract. It 
kaa been said that I am mistaken in thinking it 
was the Credit Mobilier that Mr. Train offered 
me in 1866-'67. I think I am not. Mr. Du. 
rant^ in explaining his connection with the Credit 
Mobilier Company, says (pp. 169, 170): 

** I sent* Mr. Train to Philadelphia. We wanted 
it (the Credit Mobilier) for a stock operation, 
but we oould not agree what was to be done with 
it. Mr. Train proposed to go on an expanded 
scale, but I abandoned it. I think Mr. Train got 
some subscriptions; what they were I do not 
know." 

It has been iaid that it is absurd to suppose 
that intelligent men, familiar with public affairs, 
did not understand all about the relations of the 
Credit Mobilier Company to the Pacific Railroad 
Company. It is a suflScient answer to say that, 
until the present winter, few men, either in or out 
of Congress, erer understood it ; and it was for the 
interest of those in the management of that ar- 
raagement to prevent these facts from being 
known. Tliis will appear from the testimony of 
Hob. J. F. Wilson, who purchased ten shares of 
the stock in 1868. In the spring of 1869 he was 
called upon professionally to give an opinion as 
to the right of holders of Pacific Railroad stock 
to TOte their own shares, notwithstanding the 
proxy they had given to the seven trustees. To 
enable him to understand the case a copy of the 
triple contract was placed in his hands. He says 
(p. 218) : 

^ Down to the time these papers were placed 
in my hands I knew almost nothing of the organi- 
sation and details of the Credit Mobilier, or the 
▼aloe of its stock, but then saw that there was 
abundant ground for future trouble and litigation, 
and, as one of the results, sold out my interest." 

And again (p. 216): 

" Q. Do you or did you know, at the time you 
had this negotiation with Mr. Ames, the value of 
the Credit Mobilier stock ? ^. I did not I wish 
to state here in regard to that, that it was a very 
diflBcolt thing to ascertain what was the value of 
the stock. Those who, as I say in my statement, 
possessed the secrets of the Credit Mobilier kept 
them to themselves, and I never was able to get 



any definite information as to what the value of 
the stock was." 

When, in the winter of 1867-68, Mr. Ames 
pipposed to sell me some of the stock, I regarded 
it as a mere repetition of the offer made by Mr. 
Train more than a year before. The company 
was the same, and the amoimt offered me was 
the same. Mr. Ames knew it had formerly been 
offered me, for I had then asked him his opinion 
of such an investment; and having understood 
the objects of the company, as stated by Mr. 
Train, I did not inquire further on that point. 

There could not be the slighest impropriety 
in taking the stock, had the objects of the com* 
pany been such as Mr. Train represented them to 
me. The only question upon which I then hesi- 
tated was that of the personal pecuniary liabil- 
ity attaching to a subscription ; and, to settle that 
question, I asked to see the charter, and the con- 
ditions on which the stock were based. I have 
no doubt Mr. Ames expected I would subscribe. 
But more than a year passed without further dis- 
cussion of the subject The papers were not 
brought, and the purchase was never made. 

In the winter of 1869-70 I received the first 
intimation I ever had of the real nature of the 
connection between the Credit Mobilier Company 
and the Pacific Railroad Company, in a private 
conversation with the Ilon. J. S. Black of Penn- 
sylvania, finding in the course of that conver- 
sation that he was familiar with the history of 
the enterprise, I told him all I knew about the 
matter, and informed him of the offer that had 
been made me. He expressed the opinion that 
the managers of the Credit Mobilier were attempt- 
ing to defraud the Pacific Railroad Company, and 
informed me that Mr. Ames was pretending to 
have sold stock to members of Congress, for the 
purpose of influencing their action in any legis- 
lation that might arise on the subject. 

Though I had neither done nor said anything 
which placed me under any obligation to take 
the stock, I at once informed Mr. Ames that if 
he was still holding the offer open to me he need 
do so no longer, for I would not take the stock. 
This I did immediately after the conversation 
with Judge Black, which, according to his own 
recollection, as well as mine, was early in the 
winter of 186»-'70. 

One circumstance has given rise to a painful 
conflict of testimony between Mr. Ames and my- 
self. I refer to the loan of three hundred dol- 
lars. Among the various criticisms that have 
been made on this subject, it is said to be a sus- 
picious circumstance that I should have bor- 
rowed so small a sum of money from Mr. Ames 
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about this time. As stated in my testimony, I 
had just returned from Europe only a few days 
before the session began, and the expenses of 
the trip had brought me short of fimds. I might 
have alluded in the same connection to the fact 
that before going abroad I had obtained money 
from a banker in New York, turning over to 
him advanced drafts for several months of my 
Congressional sahiry when it should be due. 
And needing a small sum early in the session, 
for current expenses, I asked it of Mr. Ames, 
for the reason that he had volunteered to put me 
in the way of making what he thyught would be 
a profitable investment. He gave me the money, 
asking for no receipt, but saying at the time that 
if I concluded to take the stock, ho would settle 
both matters together. I am not able to fix the 
exact date of the loan, but it was probably in 
January, 1868. 

This history is straightforward and con- 
sistent from first to last. What is more, it is 
supported by other testimony. Here it should 
be said, there is much valuable evidence now 
before the public that never came before the 
Poland Oommittee. Dr. J. P. Bobison, a 
well-known citizen and business man of 
Cleveland, is an intimate friend of General 
Garfield^s, and has been a confidential ad- 
viser of the General on business matters 
for more than twenty years. The follow- 
ing letter speaks for itself: 

CiJCVKLAin>, Ohio, May 1, 1878. 

D&iB General: I send you the facts con- 
cerning a conversation which I had with you (I 
think in the spring of 1868) when I was stop- 
ping in Washington for some days, as your guest, 
during the trial of the impeachment of President 
Johnson. While there, you told me that Mr. 
Ames had offered you a chance to invest a small 
amount in a company that was to operate in 
lands and buildings along the Pacific Railroad, 
which he (Ames) said would be a good thing. 
Ton €uked me what I thoughi about it at a busi- 
nu8 proposUum ; that you had wA determined what 
you would do about it ; and suggested to me to talk 
with Ames, and form my own judgment, and if I 
thought well enough of it to advance the money 
and buy the stock on joint account with you, and 
let you pay me interest on the one half, I could 
do so. But I did not think well of the proposi- 
tion as a business enterprise, and ^d not talk 
with Ames on the subject 

After this talk, having at first told you I would 
give the subject thought, and perhaps talk with 



Ames, I told you one evening that I did not think 
well of the proposition, and had not spoken to 
Ames on the subject 

Yours truly, 

J. P. ROBISON. 
Hon. J. A. Qaxwold, 

The author may with propriety introduce 
the following letter of his own : 

HnAM, Ohio, February 1% 1878. 

Deab Sib: It may be relevant to the qnet- 
tion at issue between youself and Mr. Oakes Ames, 
in the Credit Mobilier investigation, for me to 
state that three or four years ago, in a private 
conversation, you made a statement to me involv- 
ing the substance of your testimony before the 
Poland Committee, as published in the newspa- 
pers. The material points of your statement were 
these: 

That you had been spoken to by George Fhm- 
cis Train, who offered you some shares of the 
Credit Mobilier stock ; that you told him that you 
had no money to invest in stocks; that sabse- 
quently you had a conversation in relation to the 
matter with Mr. Ames ; that Ames offered to 
cany the stock for you until you could pay for it, 
if you cared to bujr it ; and that you had told 
him in that case perhapt you would take i^ but 
would not agree to do eo until you had inquired 
more fully into the matter. Such an arrangement 
as this was made, Ames agreeing to carry the 
stock until you could decide. In this way the 
matter stood, as I understood it, at the time of 
our conversation. My underetanding woe duUmet 
that you had not accepted Mr. Amet's proporiOon^ 
but that the shares were still held at your op- 
tion. 

You stated, further, that the company was to 
operate in real property along the line of the Paci- 
fic road. Perhaps I should add that this conTeiia- 
tion, which I have always remembered very dis- 
tinctly, took place here in Hiram. I have ra> 
membered the conversation the more dlstinetlj 
from the circumstances that gave rise to It 
Havmg been intimately acquainted with you for 
twelve or fifteen years, and having had a cooidd- 
erable knowledge of your pecuniary affaln^ I 
asked you how you were getting on, and especial- 
ly whether you were managing to reduce your 
debts. In reply you gave me a detailed stale* 
ment of your affairs, and concluded by sayii^ 
you had had some stock offered you whldi, If 
you bought it, would probably make yon 
money. You then proceeded to state the 
I have stated it above. 

I can not fiix the time of this convanatSoii 
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than to Bay it was certainly three, 
ir years ago. 
^Vcry truly yours, 

B. A. HiNSDALK, 

'•idcnt of Hiram College. 
A'ashington, D. C. 



'^ ' .In 1872 no man had pene- 

S deeply into the Credit Mohilier 

jas than the Hon. J. S. Black. Ue 
\ .cOomh^s connsci, and drew the bill in 

Atj with which tho proceedings against 
Ames began. He investigated the subject 
u a lawjer, and not as a politican. Judge 
Black^s great ability and learning, as well as 
his sterling moral character, are household 
words; and it is well known that he is a 
life-long Democrat, strongly and even bitter- 
ly opposed to the party with which Greneral 
6ar6eld has always acted. Judge Black^s 
letters touching this subject have been given 
on a preceding page, and need not be here 
repeated. 

And finally comes Judge Poland himself, 
aaibor of the Report, with the following let- 
ter sent to the Vermont Republican State 
Oonyention : 

Bt. JoHMtBcriT, YsBMOiiT, Jutu 2t, 18S0. 

lb Am Prtddent of the Convention, 

Sib : I was chosen a delegate to the Conven- 
tioii by the Republicans of this town, and hoped 
to be able to attend, but the unexpected pro- 
longrtinn of the court in this county prevents. 
I greatly regret my inability to be present I am 
not at all anxious to participate in tho selection 
of a State ticket. The Republicans of Vermont 
can always be safely trusted to nominate good 
men. I only desire to have an opportunity to 
express to the Convention and to Republicans 
everywhere my entire approval of the nomina- 
tions made at Chicago. Probably no man in 
Tennont knows General Garfield more intimately 
than mysell He was in Congress during the 
whole of my ten years* service, and for eight 
years we stood together in the House, and ever 
on terms of friendship and intimacy. Of his 
eminent ability, power in debate, and untiring 
devotion to the public service, I need not speak. 
His long service and leading position in Congress 
have made him known to all the people of the 
ooontiy who take any interest in public affairs. 
But onr political opponents affect to question his 
personal integrity and purity of character, and to 
base their accusations upon the evidence taken 



before, and report of, a committee of Congress, of 
which I was chairman, known as the Credit Mo- 
hilier Committee. Now I desire to say to the 
Convention, and to all who may feel any interest 
in my opinion of General Garfield, that nothing 
which appeared before that Committee, or which 
appears in their report, or any other matter or 
thing which ever came to my knowledge in re- 
gard to him, ever led me to doubt his personal 
integrity. I believe him to be a thoroughly up- 
right and honest man, and one who would be so 
under all circumstances and against any tempta- 
tion. The use that is being made of my name, 
and of the report of tho Committee which was 
drawn by me, in my opinion makes it proper for 
me to express my personal judgment as to the 
character of tho man. I ask you to do me the 
favor to communicate this note to the Convention. 

Luke P. Polamd. 

Judge McCrary, one of tho members of 
the Poland Committee, bears this testimony : 

Ebokui; Iowa, jMly 17, 1880. 
To the non. Cbarlks Bearoslt, Washinffton^ D. C. 

Mt Deab Sir : Upon my return from St. Paul 
I find your favor of the 16th ult. awaiting me. 
In reply to your inquiry I say, without qualifica- 
tion, that I regard General Garfield as a man of 
thorough integrity. I served with him in Con- 
gress eight years, and came to know him very in- 
timately. My confidence in his purity of char- 
acter was strengthened by acquaintance and by 
familiarity with his daily life. In the Credit 
Mohilier investigation there appeared a conflict 
of testimony between General Garfield and Cakes 
Ames as to the character of their transactions, 
but the Committee were unanimously of the 
opinion that even upon Ames's own statement 
General Garfield had done no wrong, and Demo- 
crats and Republicans united in so reporting. 

The paragraph in the report which seems to 
decide the disputed question of fact in favor of 
Ames was based upon entries in his memorandum 
book which were ofTcrcd to corroborate his recol- 
lection. It was at mo9t no more than the com- 
mon case of difference in recollection between 
parties to a past transaction. Such conflicts are 
of daily occurrence in our courts, and are decided, 
as they must be, one way or the other without 
any reflection upon the veracity of the witness 
whose recollection is not sustained. With re- 
spect, however, to this transaction, I must say 
that subsequent developments and further con- 
sideration of the matter long ago led me to the 
conclusion that the memorandum of Mr. Ames 
was very unreliable ; and I have for years felt 
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aasnred of the correctness of C^eral Gftrfield*B 
recollection of the facts in dispute. 
Veiy sincerely yours, 

Gkoroi W. HcCrabt. 

Hon. G. F. Hoar has thus spoken on the 
same subject: 

I was one of the committee who inyestigated 
the Credit Mobilier, and wrote the greater part of 
the report of the committee known as the Wilson 
Committee. There was nothing in the transac- 
-tion which in the least gave me reason to distrust 
General Garfield's absolute integrit]^ I express- 
ed my opinion of the absolute honor and integrity 
of General Garfield in this matter years ago. No 
man, Democrat or Bepublican, who ever served 
with Garfield does, I think, doubt that he is ab- 
solutely incorruptible. He has been for years on 
the Committees of Appropriation, and Ways and 
Means, controlling the expenditure of millions 
upon millions, and policies that make and un- 
make great business interests. 

So mach for the confirmatory evidence 
of witnesses. Bnt it must be pointed ont 
that General Garfield's account of the mat- 
ter harmonizes perfectly with his financial 
status in the period 1868-73. 

The theory that Garfield bought the stock 
involves these points : that he bought it in 
the winter of 1868-'69; that it was worth 
at the time twice its face, and twice the price 
paid ; that it soon rose in value to several 
times the par of the stock; and that any 
time from 1869 to 1878 Garfield was entitled 
to receive several thousand dollars on ac- 
count of it. In those years General Garfield 
was living in Hiram, in a small house not 
worth more than two thousand dollars. His 
family was large and his family expenses 
increasing, but his style of living was plain 
and simple, presenting no contrast to that 
of bis neighbors, lie never kept a carriage 
nor even one horse, and rode to and from 
the railroad (four miles distant) in the back, 
or walked, as the case might be. What is 
more, bis public duties made it necessary 
that he should live in Washington half of 
the year. Tired of renting houses, early in 
1869 he determined to build a house in the 
Capital. Accordingly he built the home 
that he now owns, northeast comer of Thir- 
teenth and I streets. He put into this prop- 
erty such moneys as he had saved from his 
income ; and for the rest bought the lot and 



built the house with funds borrowed from 
an old armj friend, Major D. G. Swaim. 
Finished, the house was covered hj mort- 
gages for many thousand dollars, that have 
been fully paid oflT only within a year. But 
all the time that he was building the boose, 
borrowing money and paying interest — at the 
very time that all his confidential friends 
knew that his income was quite inadequate 
to his and his family's reasonable wants — 
some thousands of dollars that belonged to 
him were in Ames's hands, awaiting his call I 
" Credat JudaeuM Appella / " In view of these 
premises alone, to say nothing about the tes- 
timony of witnesses, no conclusions could be 
sounder than those reached bj ** The Nation " 
(numbers 782 and 783) : 

We are satisfied that Mr. Ameses admitted fail- 
ure during all that period of four years, either to 
attempt to deliver the stock, or to pay any subse- 
quent dividends on it, and Mr. Garfield's admitted 
failure to ask for either stock or dividends, though 
confessedly in great need of money, give Mr. Gar- 
field's version of the transaction the strongest 
kind of corroboration ; and, taken in conneclioa 
with what is known of his life and character, 
would be sufficient, if he were not a Preridential 
candidate, to clear him in the eyes of all reasonable 
men of every imputation arising out of it. . . . 

We are therefore driven to the conclusion, 
either that Garfield did not understand that he 
owned the stock and was entitled to the dividends, 
or that he is so peculiarly constituted that be, 
being a poor man, preferred borrowing money to 
using his own funds. 

That Mr. Garfield would submit to be 
bribed, or that he would submit to negotiate 
upon such a subject ; that when innocently 
drawn into a questionable transaction he 
would deny it or prevaricate about it ; that 
he would perjure himself for three hundred 
and twenty-nine dollars, or any other sum, 
are propositions that no man who knows 
him will consider for a moment. No better 
leave-taking of this subject can be had than 
his own summing up in the **Heview^ of 
1878: 

To sum it up in a word: Out of an unimpor- 
tant business transaction, the loan of a trifling 
sum of money as a matter of personal accommo- 
dation, and out of an offer never accepted, has 
arisen this enormous fabric of accusation and sus- 
picion. 
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If there be a citizen of the United Statee who 
is wining to beliere that, for three hundred and 
twenty-nine dollars, I have bartered away my 
good name, and to falsehood hare added perjury, 
these pages are not addressed to him. If there 
be one who thinks that any part of my public life 
has been ganged on so low a level as these charges 
would place it, I do not address him. I address 
those who are willing to believe that it is possible 
for a man to serre the public without personal 
lUshonor. I have endeayored in this review to 
point out the means by which the managers of a 
corporation, wearing the garb of honorable indus- 
try, have robbed and defrauded a great national 
enterprise, and attempted, by cunning and decep- 
tion, for selfish ends, to enlist in its interests 
those who would have been the first to crush the 
att e m p t had their objects been known. 

If any of the scheming corporations or cor- 
rupt rings that have done so much to disgrace 
the oooatry by their attempts to control its l^;i8- 
laliMi, have ever found in me a conscious sup- 
porter or ally in any dishonorable scheme, they 
are at full liberty to disclose it In the discus- 
sion of the many g^ve and difficult questions of 
poblie policy which have occupied the thoughts 
of the nation during the past twelve years, I have 
borne some part ; and I confidently appeal to the 
public records for a vindication of my conduct. 



II. 
THE SO-OALLED "SALARY GRAB." 

Trsbs was a time when General Garfield 
was more criticised on aoconnt of his relation 
to fhe increase of salaries in the spring of 
1878 than on account of either Credit Mo- 
bilier or De Golyer. He was freely denonnced 
in certain quarters as a "robber" and a 
«« thief!" AU of this violent talk subsided 
long ago ; the increase of salaries has nearly 
passed out of the public mind ; but as this 
old charge is oceainonally renovated, it will 
be well to give a Buooinct history of the 
matter here. 

Early in the session of 18'r2-'78 a bill 
was introduoed into the House of Represeu- 
tathres proposing to increase the salaries of 
oertain oflloers, and, among others, the sala- 
ries of members of Congress. This bill was 
eonsidered from time to time, Mr. Garfield 
alwqr* opposing it Toward the close of 
the session, however, by a vote of eighty-one 



to sizty-rix in the Committee of the Whole 
on division, and by a vote of one hundred to 
ninety-seven on the calling of the yeas and 
nays in the House, the measure was attached 
to the Legifllatiye Appropriation Bill as an 
amendment. This bill fills twenty -seven 
pages of the national statute-book ; the of- 
fensive clause enacting increased pay to Con- 
gressmen is contained in a few lines. The 
effect of the amendment, as made in the 
House, was to make a Congressman's salary 
six thousand tve hundred dollars instead 
of five thousand. It was also retroactive, 
reaching back to the beginning of that Con- 
gress. The Legislative Appropriation Bill, 
upon which the so-called " grab " had been 
forced, has been thus analyzed by its author, 
Mr. Garfield: 

I had special charge of the Legislative Appro- 
priation Bill, upon the preparation of which my 
Committee had spent nearly two weeks of labor 
before the meeting of Congress. It was the 
most important of the twelve annual bills. Its 
provisions reached every part of the machinery 
of the Government in all the States and Territo- 
ries of the Union. The amount appropriated by 
it was one seventh of the total annual expendi- 
tures of the Government, exclusive of the interest 
on the public debt. It contained all the appro- 
priations required by law for the Legislative De- 
partments of the Government; for the public 
printing and binding; for the President and the 
officers and employes at the Executive Mansion ; 
for the seven Executive Departments at Wash- 
ington, and all their bureaus and subdivisions ; 
for the sub-treasuries and public depositaries in 
fourteen cities of the Union ; for all the officers 
and agents employed in the assessment and col- 
lection of the internal revenue ; for the govern- 
ments of the nine Territories and of the District 
of Columbia; for the mints and the assay offices; 
for the land offices and the surveys of public 
lands; and for all the courts, judges, district 
attorneys, and marshals of the United States. 
Besides this, during its progress through the two 
Houses, many provisions had been added to the 
bill which were considered of vital importance to 
the public interests. A section had been added 
in the Senate to force the Pacific Railroad Com- 
panies to pay the arrears of interest on the bonds 
loaned to them by the United States, and to com- 
mence refunding the principal. 

An investigating committee of the House had 
unearthed enormous frauds committed by and 
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agiunst these companies, and, as the resalt of two 
months* labor, had framed a bill of seTeral sec- 
tions to provide for bringing suits in the courts 
to recover the vast sums of which the road and 
Goyemment had been plundered, and to prevent 
further spoliation. That bill had also been made 
a part of the Appropriation Bill. 

While the bill was first passing through the 
House, repeated e£Forts were made to increase the 
salaries of different officers of the Gk>vemment ; 
in every instance I resisted these efforts, and but 
little increase was made until forty-eight hours 
before the Congress expired, when the House 
loaded upon this bill an amendment increasing 
the salaries of the President, Vice-President, 
Judges of the Supreme Court, and members of 
Congress, including those of the Fortj-seoond 
CongresA 

From the House, the bill, as amended, 
went to the Senate. When the Senate was 
through with it, there were sixty-three points 
of difference between the two Houses. The 
Senate favored the increase of salaries by 
migorities even more decided than those of 
the House. Moreover, while the House was 
content with six thousand five hundred dol- 
lars without mileage, the Senate was in 
favor of seven thousand five hundred dol- 
lars with mileage. As is usual in such 
cases, the bill, with its various amend- 
ments, was referred to a Conference Com- 
mittee. As Mr. Garfield himsef said at a 
later day, the battle against the salary clause 
was fought and lost before the Appropria- 
tion Bill went to the Conference Commit- 
tee. The Speaker of the House and the 
President of the Senate both recognized 
the fact in appointing their respective Com- 
mittees of Conference. Messrs. Morrill, Car- 
penter, and Bayard, Senators, were all in favor 
of the increase ; were Messrs. Butler and 
Randall, of the House Committee. Mr. Gar- 
field stood alone in the Committee in oppo- 
sition. He opposed the measure in Com- 
mittee, as he had done in the House, but 
was overborne five to one. By that migor- 
itj the Congressional salary was fixed at 
seven thousand five hundred dollars per 
year. However, in deference to him, the 
Committee agreed to the following : " Pro- 
vided^ That in settling the pay and allow- 
ances of members of the Forty-second Con- 
gress, all mileage shall be deducted, and no 



allowances shall be made for expenses of 
travel." 

The eflfect of this provision was to save 
to the Treasury about four hundred thon- 
sand dollars. In its present shape, as an 
amendment to this great appropriation bill, 
the question was a very different one from 
what it had been when the salary mea- 
sure stood by itself on its own merits. It 
was clear that it must now stand or fall 
with the bill itself. Without reference to 
his own action, it would be reported back 
favorably to the two Houses. The question 
was, ** Shall I, Mr. Garfield, acquiesce with 
the minorities of the two Houses, or shall I 
continue my opposition ? " Plainly, the ma- 
jorities were such that he could defeat the 
measure, if at all, only by a factious opposi- 
tion that would defeat the bill itself. Only 
a day or two of the session remained ; three 
of the great appropriation bills were yet to 
be disposed of; and the defeat of the Leg^ 
lative Bill would involve an extra session of 
Congress. The Government could not be 
carried on beyond the dose of the fiscal year 
unless, in some shape, this bill should pass. 
After carefully considering all the facts^ he 
concluded that it was his duty to concur 
with his fellow committeemen, to sign the 
report, and to carry it to the House of Rep- 
resentatives. If he did this, as Chairman of 
the Committee on Appropriations, he would 
retain control of the bill; if not, it would 
fall into the hands of Mr. Butler or Mr. Ran- 
dall, neither of whom belonged to the Ap- 
propriations Committee, or had had any con- 
siderable share in perfecting the bilL In 
presenting the Conference Report to the 
House he said : ** I was opposed to the in- 
crease in conference, as I have been opposed 
to it in the discussion and in my votes here ; 
but my associate conferees were in favor of 
the Senate amendment, and I was compeUed 
to choose between signing the report and 
running the risk of bringing on an extra 
session of Congress. I have signed the re- 
port, and I present it as it is, and ask the 
House to act on it in accordance with their 
best judgment Of course, his final vote 
was in accordance with his decision in the 
Committee; he could not consistently dgn 
the report, and then vote against the thing 
reported. 
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General Garfield's action on the salary 
qnestion subjected Mm to mnch criticism in 
his own district September 19, 1874, he 
discnssed the sabject, in a speech delivered 
at Warren, in a manner so tborongh, so 
temperate, and so honest, that it will be 
well to reproduce the material parts of his 
dlsonasion here : 

Now, fellow citizens, I presume jou will agree 
that you can wrong eTon the devil himself, and 
that it is not ri^t or manlj to lie even about 
Satan. I take it for granted that we are far 
enougfa past the passion of that period to talk 
plamlj and oooUj about the increase of salaries. 

Now, in the first place, I say to-night what I 
hare said all through this tempest, that for a 
Congress to increase its own pay and make it re- 
troaotiye is not theft, is not robbery, and you do 
injustice to the truth when you call it so. There 
is ground enough in which to denounce it without 
Btruning the truth. Now, if Congress can not 
fix its own salary, who can ? The Constitution 
of your country says in unmistakable words, that 
"Senators and Representatiyes shall receive a 
compensation to be ascertained by law and paid 
out of the National Treasury." Nobody makes 
the law but Congress. It was a very delicate 
business in the beginning for our fathers to make 
a law paying themselves money. They under- 
stood it so, and when they sent the Constitution 
out to the several States, the question was raised 
whether it would not be better to put a curb upon 
Congress in reference to their own pay, and from 
jeveral of the States suggestions were sent in. 
When the First Congress met, James Madison 
offered seventeen amendments to the Constitution, 
and finally Congress voted to send twelve of the 
proposed amendments to the country. One of 
them was tlus : " No law varying the compensa- 
tion of the Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress shall take effect until an election has inter- 
vened.'* In other words, the First Congress 
proposed that an amendment should be made to 
the new ConsUtution that no Congress could raise 
its own pay and make it retroactive. That was 
sent to the States for their ratification. The 
States adopted ten of those amendments. Two 
they rejected, and this was one of the two. They 
said it should not be in the Constitution. The 
reason given for its rejection by one of the wisest 
men of that time was this. He said: **If we 
adopt it, this may happen : one party will go into 
power in a new Congress, but, just before the 
old Congress expires, the defeated party may pass 
a law reducing the pay of Congress to ten cents 



a day. It will never do thus to put one Congress 
into the power* of another ; it would be an engine 
of wrong and injustice." For this reason our 
fathers refused to put into the Constitution a 
clause that would prevent back pay. Now, it 
will not do to say that a provision that has been 
deliberately rejected from the Constitution is vir- 
tually there, and it will not do to say that it is 
just to call it theft and robbery for a Congress to 
do what it has plainly the constitutional right to 
do. I use the word rigM in its legal sense. 
Now, take another step. I hold in my hand here 
a record of all the changes of pay that have been 
made since this Grovemment was founded, and in 
every ca s e I am not arguing now that it is right 
at all, I am only giving you a history of it-^n 
every single instance when Congress has raised 
its pay, it has raised it to take elf ect from the first 
day of the session of Congress. Six times Con- 
gress has increased its own pay, and every time it 
made the pay retroactive. I say agun I am not 
arguing that this was right and proper. I am 
only arguing that it was lawful and constitutional 
to do it. In 1866 the pay was raised, and was 
made retroactive for a year and four months, and 
the member of Congress from this district threw 
the casting vote that made it a law. That act 
raised the pay by a larger per cent than the act 
of last Congress. Joshua R. Giddings was the 
one hundredth man that voted ay; ninety-nine 
voted no. Joshua R. Giddings^s vote the other 
way would have turned the score against it. That 
vote gave back pay for a year and four months. 
That vote gave Congress nine months* back pay 
for a time when members would not have been 
entitled to anything whatever, because under the 
old law they were paid only during the session. 
What did this district do? Did it call him a 
thief and a robber ? A few weeks after that vote 
this district elected him to Congress for the tenth 
time. Have the ethics of the world changed since 
1866 f Would I be a thief and a robber in 1878 
if I had done what my predecessor did in 1866 ? 
In 1866 the pay was raised. That time it was 
put in an appropriation bill, a very important 
appropriation bill — a bill giving boimtles to sol- 
diers. It passed through the Senate, and came to 
the House. There was a disagreement about it. 
Senator Sherman, of Ohio, had charge of the bill 
in the Senate, and voted against the increase of 
pay every time it came up on its own merits. 
But he was outvoted. Finally, it went to a com- 
mittee of conference. The conference report be- 
tween the two Houses was made in favor of the 
bill. Mr. Sherman brought in the report, saying 
when he brought it in that he had been opposed 
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to the increase of pay, but the Senate had oTer- 
roled him. He voted for the Conference Report, 
voted for the final passage of the bill. That bill 
gave back pay for a year and five months. Was 
John Sherman denounced as a thief and robber 
for that ? Was Benjamin F. Wade called a thief 
and a robber? 

At that time I was not chainnan of the Com- 
mittee, and had no other responsibility than that 
of an indiyidual Representative. I voted against 
the increase of salary then at all stages. I 
voted against the Conference Report, but it pass- 
ed through the House on a final vote by just one 
majority. I do not remember that anybody 
ever praised me particularly for voting against 
that report, and I never heard anybody bhune 
John Sherman for voting for it 

Now, in 1878 the conditions were exactly the 
reverse. I was chairman of the Committee that 
had charge of the great Appropriation BilL There 
was put upon that bill against my earnest pro- 
test a proposition to increase salaries. I take 
it there is no one here who will deny that I 
worked as earnestly as I could to prevent the 
putting of that increase upon the bilL I did 
not work against it because it was a theft or a 
robbery to put it on there ; I worked against it 
because I thought it was indecent, unbecoming, 
and in the highest degree unwise and injudi- 
cious to increase the salaries at that time : first, 
because they had been increased in 1866, and, in 
proportion to other salaries. Congressmen were 
paid enough — paid more in proportion than 
most other officials were paid ; second, the gloiy 
of the Congress had been that it was bringing 
down the expenditures of the Government from 
the highest level of war to the lowest level of 
peace ; and if we raised our own salary, unless 
the raise had been made before, it would be the 
keynote on which the whole tune of extravagance 
would be sung. I believed, too, that it would 
seriously injure the Republican party, and on 
that score I thought we ought to resist it I 
did all in my power to prevent that provision 
being added to the bill. I voted against it dgh- 
teen times. I spoke against it But by a very 
large vote in the House, and a still larger vote 
in the Senate, the salary clause was put upon the 
bill. I was captain of the ship, and this objec- 
tionable freight had been put upon my deck. I 
had tried to keep it off. What should I do? 
Bum the ship ? Snk her ? Or, having washed 
my hands of the responsibility for that part of 
her cargo I had tried to keep off, navigate her 
into port, and let those who had put this freight 
on be responsible for it ? Using the figure, that 



was the course I thought it my duty to adopt 
Mow, on that matter I might have made an 
error of judgment. I believed then and now 
that if it had been in my power to kill this bill, 
and had thus brought on an extra session — I be- 
lieve to-day, I say, had I been able to do that, I 
should have been the worst-blamed man In the 
United States. Why ? During the long months 
of the extra session which would have folloiwed, 
with the evils which the country would have felt, 
and by having its business disturbed by Coo* 
gross and the uncertainties of the result, yoa 
would have said : ** All this has come about be- 
cause we did not have a man at the head of the 
Committee on Appropriations with nerve enoo^ 
and force enough to carry his bill through by 
the end of the session. The next time we have 
a Congress we had better see if we can not get a 
man who will get his bills through." Suppose 
I had answered: ** There was that salary in- 
crease." *'That won*t da You bad diown 
your hand on the salary question ; yon had pro- 
tested against it ; and you had done your duty.** 
Then they would have said there were six or 
seven sections in the bill empowering the Uidted 
States to bring the raikoads before the oonrts 
and make them account for their extravagance. 
They would have said : '* We have lost all that 
by the loss of this bilL" And I would have been 
charged with acting in the interest of railroad 
corporations, and fighting to kill the bill for that 
reason. But be that as it may, feUow dtixens, 
I considered the two alternatives as wdl as I 
could. I believed it would rouse a storm of in- 
dignation and ill-feeling throughout the oountiy 
if that increase of salary passed. I believed it 
would result in greater evils if the whole failed, 
and an extra session came on. For a little while 
I was tempted to do what would rather be pleas- 
ing than what would be best in the long ran. 
I believe that it required more courage to vote 
as I voted than it would to have voted the other 
way ; but I resolved to do what seemed to me 
ri^t in the case, let the consequences be what 
they would. I may have made a mistake in 
judgment ; I blame no one for thinking so ; but 
I did what I thought was the least bad of two 
courses. My subsequent conduct waa oonaiitent 
with my action on the bilL 

I did not myself parade the fact, but more than 
a year ago the New York ** World" published a 
list stating, in chronological order, the Senators 
and Representatives who covered their back pay 
into the Treasury. My name was first on the 
list 

I appeal to the sense of justice of this people 
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idiether they wUl tolerate this sort of political 
wazfare. It has been proTed again and again 
that I nerer drew back pay, ncTor saw a dollar 
of it, and took no action in reference to it except 
to sign an order on the Sergeant-at-Arms to corer 
it into the general Treasury, and this was done 
before the GonTention at Warren. I say more: 
Some of tliese men who hare been so long pub- 
lishing me haTC known these facts for many 
months. During the stormy times of the salaiy 
excitement a dtizen of this county wrote a letter 
to a prominent official in the Treasury of the 
United States, wanting to know whether Mr. Gar- 
field drew his pay or not, and receired a Tery full 
and eireomstantial reply, stating the facts. That 
letter is in this town, I suppose, to-day, but those 
who hare had possession of it hsTe been careful 
nerer to show it. I hare a copy of it here, and if 
these men continue lying I will print it one of these 
days. [Ories of **■ Let us have that letter read 
now, General Garfield."] I will not give the 
name of the party — ^the name I have not — to 
iriiom it is addressed. 

[The audience here absolutely insisted on hay- 
ing the letter read, some demanding the name, and 
all positiTely refusing to allow the speaker to 
proceed without reading the letter, in justice to 
himself and for the information of the audience.] 

"Tbiasitbt DiPAimifT, WASHnroToir. ( 

Jun« 9,1878. f 

** Dkar Sir : Your letter, written early in May, 
was forwarded to me at Toungstown, where it 
coold not be answered for want of accurate data. 
When about to return to Washington, I searched 
for that letter, but could not find it. My recol- 
lection of its contents is, that you inquired as 
to the repayment into the Treasury by General 
Garfidd of the additional compensation due him, 
as a member of the Forty-second Congress, under 
the provisions of the General Appropriation Act 
ef Vardi 8, 1878. 

^'The additional compensation due General 
Garfield was drawn by Mr. Ordway, Sergeant-at- 
Anns of the House of RepresentatlTes, and by 
him paid into the Treasury as a miscellaneous 
lerenue receipt. The money was drawn by Mr. 
Ordway on the order of General Garfield. The 
praetioe of the Sergeant-at-Arms is to take re- 
ceipts from members in blank, in anticipation of 
the dates at which they are to become due, and 
to pay their checks on him by drawing the money 
from the Treasury on those receipts. In this 
way he is in a measure the banker of the mem- 
bers. General Garfield had signed such receipts 
month after month at the beginning of the 
monthy one of which was filled up by Mr. Ord- 



way and presented to the Treasury. At that 
time I belicTe General Garfield was out of the 
dty, but I happened to know that as soon as 
the 22d day of March this written order was 
delivered to Mr. Ordway — ^if he had not drawn 
any money from the Treasury on his account, 
to dose the account without drawing it; and 
if he had drawn it, to return it. Mr. Ordway 
then informed him that it was necessary for him 
to sign a special order on the Treasurer if he 
wished it drawn out and coTered in ; otherwise 
Mr. Garfield could draw it any time within two 
yean; whereupon Mr. Garfield drew an order for 
$4,648, payable to the order of Mr. Ordway, to 
be by him coTered into the Treasury. This was 
presented to the Treasurer, and the money turned 
over from the appropriation account to the gen- 
eral account, so that no portion of it erer left the 
Treasury at alL It was simply a transfer from 
the appropriation account to the general funds of 
the Treasury. Very respectfully, 

**RoBiBT N. Tatudl" 

It should be added to this statement, that 
immediately after the adjournment of Oon- 
gress Mr. Garfield went to Cleveland to try 
a case in the United States District Court, 
in which he had been employed as counsel 
some time before. On his return to Wash- 
ington, he drew an order covering the monej 
due him under the law into the Treasury. 
What b more, he was one of the first of all 
the members of Congress to do so. Besides, 
when the proposition to repeal the salary 
clause was before Congress at the next ses- 
sion, he gave it his earnest support. In his 
speech in reply to Hon. A. H. Stephens, he 
touched one phase of the question thus : 

One of the brightest and greatest of men I 
know in this nation, a man who, perhaps, has 
done as much for its intellectual life as any other, 
told me not many months ago that he had made 
it the rule of his life to abandon any intellectual 
purauit the moment it became oommerdally val- 
uable ; that others would utilize what he had dis- 
covered; that his field of work was above the 
line of commercial values, and when he brought 
down the great truths of science from the upper 
heights to the level of commerdal values, a thou- 
sand hands would be ready to take them, and 
make them valuable in the markets of the world. 

[A voice — ^Who was he ?] 

Mr. Garfield — It was Agassiz. He entered 
upon his great career, not for the salary it gave 
him, for that was meager compared with the pay 
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of those in the lower walks of life ; but be fol- 
lowed the promptings of bis great nature, and 
worked for the love of truth and the instruction 
of mankind. Something of this spirit has per- 
vaded the lives of the great men who did so much 
to build up and maintain our republican institu- 
tions. And this spirit is, in m j judgment, higher 
and worthier than that which the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Stephens] has described. To come 
immediately to the question before us, I join in 
no criminations against those who used their 
right to vote and act differently from myself on 
this subject. But when the public says to me, and 
to those associated with me, that we have, under 
constitutional law, given ourselves more pay than 
that public is willing to grant us, it would be 
indelicate and indecent in us on such a question 
to resist that public opinion. 

The following letter explains itself: 

TBBABmtT DBPABTaaUTT. WABHUrOTOK, ) 

Omox OP THK ScoRETABT, Jun€ £2, 18d0. 1 
H. DusiT, Esq^ EatA Dib Moines^ lovoa. 

Sib: In reply to your letter of the 17th inst., 
asking to be informed on what date the Hon. 
James A. Garfield paid into the Treasury his back 
pay, and how the Treasury books show this trans- 
action, I have to inform you it appear sfrom the 
records of this office that the sum of $4,648 was 
deposited to the credit of the Treasurer of the 
United States, in the name of James A. Garfield, 
on account of ** retroactive increase of salary,'* on 
the 22d day of April, 1873 ; and that this amount 
was covered into the Treasury by miscellaneous 
covering warrant No. 704, second quarter, 1873, 
and can not be withdrawn except by act of Ck)n- 

gress. 

Very respectfully, 

J. E. Upton, Assistant Secretary. 



in. 
DE GOLYER. 

The following article from " The Nation " 
(No. 783) is 80 thorough and impartial in its 
treatment of this subject, that I can not do 
better than to give it entire. This journal, 
it should be remarked, is so perpendicular 
in its independence as sometimes to lean 
backward. That "The Nation" criticises 
General Garfield on the score of propriety 
gives its judgment additional force on the 
main point : 

The accusation regarding the De (rolyer con- 
tract against General Garfield is made in various 



ways. It includes the charge that, when Chair- 
man of the Conmiittee on Appropriations of the 
House, and knowing that appropriations for eucli 
improvements as this De Golyer contract covered 
would be pressed upon the Committee, he accepted 
a fee of five thousand dollars, ostensibly for legal 
services for the purpose of procuring the contract 
from the Board of Public Works, but really for 
his influence as Chairman of the Committee ; that 
he thus made himself the advocate of a contract 
which was bad in itself, and thus also took a bribe 
to affect his action in his Committee in &vor of 
this and like contracts ; or, if it was not on his 
part the taking of a bribe, that he most have 
known that the motive with which the money was 
paid him was to secure his influence as sndi diair- 
man in favor of the appropriations to pay for 
this and like contracts. Such is the substance of 
this accusation in its various forms and phases. 

In order that the public may properly judge 
of it, it is necessary to know the following facts, 
which can easily be verified by reference to the 
public laws, the records of the District of Ccdum- 
bia, and the testimony that has been taken by 
two investigating committees of Congress. 

February 21, 1871, Congress passed an act 
creating a government for the District of Colum- 
bia, just such a government in general as is or^ 
ganized in the territories by Congressional action. 
This act provided for a Governor, in whom was 
vested ** executive power and authority "; a Le- 
gislative Assembly, in which was vested " legisla- 
tive power and authority"; a Board of Publie 
Works, to which was given control of the sireets, 
avenues, and sewers, and all other works that the 
Legislative Assembly might intrust to it. It also 
provided that the Board of Public Works should 
have ** no power to make contracts to bind said 
District to the payment of any sums of money 
except in pursuance of appropriations made by 
law, and not until such appropriations shall have 
been made." This has reference wholly to ap- 
propriations made by the Legislative Assembly. 
The government having been thus created, and 
with this restriction on the Board of Public Works, 
on the 20th day of June, 1871, the Board sobmat- 
ted to the Legislative Assembly a plan for the 
improvement of the cities of Washington and 
Georgetown, and the roads outside these cities, 
embracing nearly all the streets and avennes and 
roads, and in the submission of this plan estimated 
the entire cost to be $4,868,598, recommended 
the adoption of this plan, and submitted to the 
Legislative Assembly a bill to provide "the 
necessary means for the execution of the woik.^ 

On the 10th day of July, 1871, the Legislative 
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Anembly paased thla act, appropriating |4,000,- 
000 to do the work referred to in the pUin, or, to 
QM the language of the act, ** to be used and 
expended, ... as fully as maj be practica- 
ble and consistent with the public interest, in 
oonfonnity with the plan of improTement sub- 
mitted to the said Legislature by the Board of 
Public Works of said District in its communica- 
tiofi bearing date June 20, 1871 " ; and in order to 
proeare the money thus appropriated, it was pro- 
Tided In this act that bonds of the District to the 
amount of $4,000,000 should be issued, and also 
prorided for levying a tax on the property in the 
District to pay the interest on these bonds, and to 
profide for the gradual reduction of the prindpaL 
It was farther provided that the Board should 
'^ in no case enter into a contract for any work or 
improvement the cost of which shall exceed the 
amount estimated therefor in its aforesaid plan, 
leas twenty per cent, of said estimates.*' May 8, 
1872, Congress approved the act of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly above alluded to, and in connection 
with it enacted that the debt of the District, in- 
duding the debts of the late corporations of 
Washington and Georgetown, ** shall at no time 
exceed the sum of $10,000,000, unless an increase 
over the sidd amount shall have been previously 
authorind by Act of Congress." At the time the 
new government came into existence the debt of 
the District, including the corporations of Wash- 
ington and Georgetown, was in the aggregate $5,- 
520,626.02, so that the $4,000,000 loon brought 
the amount of indebtedness up to within $479,- 
878.98 of the limit that was fixed by the Act of 
Congress above alluded to. 

From the foregoing the following facts will be 
observed: 

let. That Congress had turned over the con- 
trol of the streets, avenues, and roads to the gov- 
ernment of the District of Colimibia. 

2d. That that government adopted a plan of 
improvements. 

8d. That that government provided the money 
wich which to pay for those improvements. 

4th. That the Board of Public Works was 
prohibited by Congress from making contracts 
before appropriations were made, and prohibited 
from contracting in excess of appropriations. 

6th. That the Legislative Assembly restricted 
the Board in making contracts to 80 per cent, of 
the $4,000,000 loan. 

6th. That Congress had fixed a limit to the 
entire indebtedness, which limit the $4,000,000 
afanoet reached. 

7th. That the money to pay for this work was 
not to come through appropriations by Congress, 

13 



but was to be derived by taxation of the property 
in the District imposed by the Legislative Assem- 
bly. 

In September, 1871, the Board of Public 
Works, instead of adopting the policy of letting 
contracts to do the contemplated work to the low- 
est bidder, fixed a scale of prices that would be 
paid for various kinds of work, that is to say : a 
specific price for grading per cubic yard, a speci- 
fic price per square yard for concrete pavement, 
for wood pavement, for stone pavement, and so 
on; so that when they determined to lay a partic- 
ular kind of pavement on a certain street or av- 
enue, whether of wood, stone, or concrete, the 
price was already fixed, and the open question 
was which kind of wood or stone or concrete 
should be laid ; and hence there was a struggle 
before the Board by the owners of the various 
patents for pavements to have their respective 
patents adopted for use, and this brought in ques- 
tion the merits of the respective patents. It made 
no diflPerenoe whatever as to the cost, whether one 
patent was used or another of the class of wooden 
or concrete pavements ; the price was precisely 
the same. 

De Golyer and McClellan had a patented 
wooden pavement. Others had patents for wooden 
pavements, and between these there were con- 
tests as to merit. There was also the question 
of merit as between wooden and concrete pave- 
ments. De Golyer and McClellan employed Mr. 
Parsons as their attorney to procure the adoption 
of their pavement, by showing to the Board its 
superiority over others. This was the ordy ques- 
tion to be considered — ^the question of price hav- 
ing been settled months before, by the adoption 
of a schedule of prices. The hearing before the 
Board as to the merits of these various patents 
was about to be had, and Mr. Parsons was called 
away from Washington. He asked General Gar- 
field to take his place as attorney to argue the 
merits of the De Golyer patent. As above shown, 
there was nothing else to argue. General Garfield 
appears never to have seen De Golyer or McClel- 
lan or anybody else in relation to this employment, 
excepting Mr. Parsons, and at the latter^s solicita- 
tion he examined the various patents and made 
his presentation of the case to the Board, was 
paid a fee for it, and there his relations to the 
subject entirely ended. He had nothing whatever 
to do with making or shaping the contract under 
which the ^vement was laid. Now, the money 
having already been provided to pay for all the 
improvements that the Board was authorized to 
make, it seems impossible that it could have been 
contemplated by General Garfield or any one else 
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that appropriations would be asked from Con- 
gress with which to paj for anj portion of them. 

In order to make good the accusation against 
General Garfield the following must be assumed : 
1. That the Board contemplated at that early 
period of its career yiolating the law prohibiting 
the making of contracts in excess of and prior to 
appropriations. 2. That it then contemplated 
Tiolating the law restricting it to eighty per cent 
of the four million dollars loan. 8. That it then 
contemplated the violation of the law limiting the 
indebtedness of the District to ten millions of 
dollars. 4. That General Garfield had knowl- 
edge that the Board so contemplated. 

In the absence of these assumptions the case 
is in brief this : The money had, long before Gen- 
eral Garfield's employment, been provided by the 
District government to pay for the improvements ; 
the prices to be paid had been established ; no 
appropriation by Congress could have been in 
contemplation ; the question, and the only ques- 
tion, was whether this or that kind of pavement 
sliould be used, and General Garfield as an at- 
torney argued in favor of the De Golycr patent. 

The impression has entered the public mind 
that the De Golyer patent is worthless, but this is 
wholly erroneous. No one familiar with the sub- 
ject has questioned that it was at least as good as 
any other process of laying wooden pavements, 
and no question of that kind has ever been made 
before the Committee or elsewhere. The impres- 
sion, too, possibly prevails that there was some- 
thing fraudulent in the contract as to prices, etc. 
But this is wholly without foundation. The Board 
having adopted a schedule of prices long before, 
when the decision was made to lay this pavement 
to any extent, it was at the price already fixed. If 
any other pavement of wood had been adopted in 
preference to this, the price would have been the 
same ; so that the use of this pavement involved 
no more expenditure than if any other had been 
adopted. 

It may be asked. Why, then, all the criticism 
that has appeared in regard to this De Golyer and 
McCIellan contract ? The answer is this : It is 
maintained by those who were assailing the Board 
of Public Works that the prices paid for work 
were unreasonable and excessive, and to show this 
the proof was presented to the Committee that, 
for a quantity of work which would amount to 
about seven hundred thousand dollars, the parties 
were willing to pay and agreed to pay nincty-sev- 
en thousand dollars in commissions and attorneys* 
fees ; consequently, it was argued, the Board in 
fixing the schedule of prices had fixed them too 
high, and thereby had violated their duty. But 



these prices would have been paid if any other 
wooden pavement had been used, and were paid 
to every other contractor where wooden pavement 
was used ; and every other contract for wooden 
pavement was and is amenable to preeiselj the 
same criticism. The De Golyer contract is no 
more fraudulent than every other that was made 
to lay wooden pavements. To establish the same 
fact — ^viz., that the Board bad fixed its sohedule 
ot prices too high, and thereby had unneoeaBaiily 
burdened the taxpayers — proof was adduced that 
it was quite common to let a contract to lay a 
pavement, and the contractor would at once sub- 
let at a rate twenty-five cents less per square yard, 
giving a profit or bonus of twenty-five cents per 
square yard for doing nothing. The De Golyer 
and McCIellan contract differed in no respect from 
all others, and it only became oonspicuona be- 
cause it showed the amount that the Board was 
paying by its schedule of prices in exoeet cf what 
should have been paid. 

The sum and substance of the whole matter, 
as regards General Garfield, then, is, that at the 
request of a friend of his, the attomej for the 
De Golyer and McCIellan Paving Company, be ex- 
amined the evidence in favor of some forty 



of pavement, prepared the required brief, whioh 
was intended for the Board of PuUio Woiks, 
made known to Mr. Shepherd, then PresidflBt of 
the Board, his favorable opinions, and expressed 
the hope that he would give these Westerm men 
a chance. No prioe was agreed upon for the 
service, but Mr. Parsons paid him five thoiwaiid 
dollars, saying that he had received a large fee 
and would share it with hun. The disprcqwrtion 
of the fee to the work performed, may be attrib- 
uted to the large interests involved and to the 
friendly intervention of Mr. Parsons. But the 
case, nevertheless, exemplifies one of the gross 
abuses prevalent in public life which the friends 
of good government can have no difficulty in con- 
demning. We refer to the practice of seeking 
and giving weight to the opinions of public men 
on subjects of which they know no more than 
any one else, and in legal cases paying fees in 
proportion to their influence. We should hare 
liked it much better if General Garfi^ had told 
his friend that there were scores of people much 
better qualified to form a reliable opinion of pave- 
ments ; that his official position would give a l^ic- 
titious importance to his opinion which he did not 
wish it to have ; and that the services of the best 
experts should be sought for rather than his own. 
We do not think, therefore, that the motives of 
Mr. Parsons and his clients in employing Mr. Gar- 
field are above suspicion. It is not improbable 
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that tfaey sought hi so doing something more than 
Us serrioes as oomisel, but we can discover no 
trace of anything worse on his part than indis- 
cretion. With this we thinlc he may be fairlj 
diarged, and although the character of the Board 
of Public Worics was not as well known then as 
it was afterward, there must haye been enough 
known about it to suggest to a prudent public 
man the impropriety of taking a hand in influ- 
encing it in any matter, and espedaily in a mat- 
ter in which he had no claim to be considered an 
expert General Garfield has been sererely as- 
BaUed, too, because he made no formal argument 
before the Board as a whole, and the inference has 
been drawn from this that he knew he did not 
render full service for his fee. But an oral argu- 
ment would hardly have added anything to the 
Talne of his brief ; and having made the brief, we 
think he was fully justified by forensic custom in 
Alnlrlfig that he had done enough. Let us say 
finally that in judging him on the charge of indis- 
cretion, it is not fair to judge his conduct in 1871 
with the light of 1880. There is not one of us 
whose views about discretion touching the rela- 
tions between politics and money have not been 
greatiy darified by the events of the past nine 
jeara. 

It ahonld be added to tbia exposition of 
the sabject, that District-of-Oolumbia affairs 
were several times overhauled byinvestigat- 
ing oommittees. One of these committees 
had for its chairman Hon. A. O. Thorman, 
Bemooratio Senator firom Ohio. No one 
of these oommittees ever fbnnd anything 
against James A. Garfield. Hon. J. M. Wil- 
son of Indiana, long a member of the House 
of Representatives, himself a member of a 
District Investigatmg Oommittee, as long 



ago as 1874 bore the following testimony to 
General Garfield*s entire freedom from cen- 
snre in the premises : 

CoifirxRSvnxs, Iin>^ AtiffuH 1, 1874. 
7%e Han, George W, 8ude, 

Dkar Snt: To the request for information 
as to whether or not the action of General Gkur- 
field, in connection with the affairs of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, was the subject of condem- 
nation by the Committee that recently had 
those aitairs under consideration, I answer that it 
was not ; nor was there, in my opinion, any evi- 
dence tiiat would have warranted any unfavor- 
able criticism upon his conduct. The facts dis- 
closed by the evidence, so far as he is concerned, 
are briefly these: The Board of Public Worlu 
was considering the question as to the kind of 
pavements that should be laid. There was a con- 
test as to the respective merits of various wooden 
pavements. Mr. Parsons represented, as attor- 
ney, the De Golyer and McClellan patent, and, 
being called away from Washington about the 
time the hearing was to be had before the Board 
of Public Works on this subject, procured Gen- 
eral Garfield to appear before the Board in his 
stead and argue the merits of this patent This 
he did, and this was the whole of his connection 
in the matter. It was not a question as to the 
kind of contract that should be made, but as to 
whether this particular kind of pavement should 
be laid. The criticism of the Committee was not 
upon the pavement in favor of which General 
Garfield argued, but was upon the contract made 
with reference to it ; and there was no evidence 
which would warrant the conclusion that he had 
anything to do with the latter. 

Very respectfully, etc, 

J. M. Wilson. 
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REPUBUCAN, PHILADELPHIA, JUNE, 1866. 

This GonTention of Delegates, assembled in 
pursuance of a call addressed to the people of 
the United States, without regard to past political 
differences or diyisions, who are opposed to the 
repeal of the Missouri Compromise, to the policy 
of the present Administration, to the extension of 
slaTery into free territory, in fayor of admitting 
Kansas as a free State, of restoring the action of 
the Federal GoTemment to the principles of 
Washington and Jefferson, and who purpose to 
unite in presenting candidates for the offices of 
President and Vice-President, do resol?e as fol- 
lows: 

1. That the maintenance of the principles 
promulgated in the Declaration of Independence 
and embodied in the Federal Constitution is es- 
sential to the pres^nration of our republican in- 
stitutions, and that the Federal Constitution, the 
rights of the States, and the union of the States, 
shall be preserved; that, with our republican 
fathers, we hold it to be a self-evident truth that 
all men are endowed with the inalienable rights 
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and 
that the primary object and ulterior design of our 
Federal Government were to secure these rights 
to all persons within its exclusive jurisdiction; 
that, as our republican fathers, when they had 
abolished slavery in all our national territory, or- 
dained that no person should be deprived of life, 
liberty, or property without due process of law, 
it becomes our duty to maintain this provision of 
the Constitution against all attempts to violate 
it for the purpose of establishing slavery in the 
United States by positive legislation prohibiting 
its existence or extension therein ; that we deny 
the authority of Congress, of a Territorial Legis- 



lature, of any individual or association of individ- 
uals, to give l^al existence to slavery in any Ter- 
ritory of the United States while the present Con- 
stitution shall be maintuned. 

2. That the Constitution confers upon Con- 
gress sovereign power over the Territories of the 
United States for their government, and that in 
the exercise of this power it is both the right and 
the duty of Congress to prohibit in the Territories 
those twin relics of barbarism, polygamy and 
slavery. 

8. That, while the Constitution of the United 
States was ordained and established by the people 
" in order to form a more perfect union, establish 
justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for 
the common defense, promote the general welfare, 
and secure the blessings of liberty,'* and contains 
ample provisions for the protection of the life, 
liberty, and property of every citizen, the dearest 
constitutional rights of the people of Kansas 
have been fraudulently and violently taken from 
them; their territory has been invaded by an 
armed force ; spurious and pretended le^slative, 
judicial, and executive officers have been set over 
them, by whose usurped authority, sustained by 
the military power of the Government, tyrannical 
and unconstitutional laws have been enacted and 
enforced; the right of the people to keep and 
bear arms has been infringed ; test-oaths of an 
extraordinary and entangling nature have been 
imposed as a condition of exercising the right of 
suffrage and holding office ; the right of an ac- 
cused person to a speedy and public trial by an 
impartial jury has been denied ; the right of the 
people to be secure in their persons, houses, pa- 
pers, and effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, has been violated ; they have been 
deprived of life, liberty, and property without due 
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process of law ; that the freedom of speech and 
of the press has been abridged; the right to 
choose their representatlTcs has been made of no 
effect ; murders, robberies, and arsons have been 
instigated and encouraged, and the offenders hare 
been allowed to go unpunished; that all those 
things hsTC been done with the knowledge, sanc- 
tion, and procurement of the present Administra- 
tion, and that for this high crime against the 
Constitution, the Union, and humanity, we arraign 
the Administration, the President, his advisers, 
a^nts, supporters, apologists, and accessories 
either htfwt or afitr the fact, before tho country 
and before the world ; and that it is our fixed 
purpose to bring the actual perpetrators of these - 
atrocious outrages and their accomplices to a sure 
and condign pumshment hereafter. 

4. That Kansas should be immediately ad- 
mitted as a State of the Union, with her present 
free Constitution, as at once the most effectual 
way of securing to her citizens the enjoyment of 
the rights and privileges to which they are enti- 
tled, and of ending the civil strife now raging in 
her territory. 

6. That the highwayman's pica that " might 
makes right," embodied in the Ostend Circular, 
was in every respect unworthy of American di- 
plomacy, and would bring shame and dishonor 
upon any Government or people that gave it 
their sanction. 

6. That a railroad to the Pacific Ocean by the 
most central and practicable route is imperative- 
ly demanded by the interests of the whole coun- 
try, and that the Federal Government ought to 
render immediate and efficient aid in its con- 
Btmction; and, as an auxiliary thereto, to the 
immediate construction of an emigrant route on 
the line of the railroad. 

7. That ^propriations by Congress for the 
improvement of rivers and harbors of a national 
character, required for the accommodation and 
security of our existing commerce, arc authorized 
by the Constitution and justified by the obliga- 
tion of Gk>vemment to protect the lives and 
property of its citizens. 

8. That we invite the affiliation and codpera- 
Uon of freemen of all parties, however differing 
from us in other respects, in support of the prin- 
ciples herein declared; and, believing that the 
spirit of our institutions, as well as the Consti- 
tution of our country, guarantees liberty of con- 
science and equality of rights among citizens, we 
oppose all legislation impairing their security. 



DEMOCRATIC, CINCINNATI, JUNE, 1856. 

The platform reiterates in detail the resolu- 
tions adopted in 1862, down to and indnding the 
eighth resolution, and adds the following: 

And whereas, sinoe the foregoing declaration 
was uniformly adopted by our predecessors in 
national conventions, an adverse political and reli- 
gious test has been secretly organized by a party 
claiming to be exclusively American, it is proper 
that the American Democracy should clearly de- 
fine its relation thereto, and declare its determined 
opposition to all secret political societies, by what- 
ever name they may be called. 

Jiesolved, That the foundation of this Union 
of States having been laid in, and its prosperity, 
expansion, and preeminent example in free gov- 
emment built upon, entire freedom in matters of 
religious concernment, and no respect of person 
in regard to rank or place of birth, no party can 
justly be deemed national, constitutional, or in 
accordance with American principles, which bases 
its exclusive organization upon religious opinions 
and accidental birthplace. And hence a politi- 
cal crusade in the nineteenth century, and in the 
United States of America, against Catholic and 
foreign-bom, is neither justified by the past his- 
tory or the future prospects of the country, nor 
in unison with the spirit of toleration and en- 
larged freedom which peculiarly distinguishes the 
American system of popular government. 

And that wo may more distinctly meet the 
issue on which a sectional party, subsisting ex- 
clusively on slavery agitation, now relies to test 
the fidelity of the people. North and South, to 
the Constitution and the Union : 

1. Resolvedy That claiming fellowship with, 
and desiring the cooperation of, all who regard 
the preservation of the Union under the Consti- 
tution as the paramount issue, and repudiating 
all sectional parties and platforms concerning do- 
mestic slavery, which seek to embroil the States 
and incite to treason and armed resistance to 
law in the Territories, and whose avowed pur- 
pose, if consummated, must end in civil war and 
disunion, the American Democracy recognize and 
adopt the principles contained in the organic laws 
establishing the Territories of Kansas and Ne- 
braska, as embodying the only sound and safe 
solution of the ** slavery question," upon which 
the great national idea of the people of this whole 
country can repose in its determined conservatism 
of the Union — ^non-imterfirehce bt Cokoiuess 

WrrH SLAVERY IN StATE A3fD TkBRITOBT, OB IN 

THE District of Columbia. 

2. That this was the basis of the compromises 
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of 1850, eonfirmed by both the Democratic and 
Whig parties in national conTentions, ratified bj 
the people in the election of 1862, and rightly 
applied to the organization of Territories in 1864. 

8. That by the uniform application of this 
democratio prindple to the organization of Ter- 
ritories, and to the admission of new States, with 
or without domestic slaTcry, as they may elect, 
the equal rights of all the States will be pre- 
senred intact, the original compacts of the Con- 
stitution maintained inriolate, and the perpetuity 
and expansion of this Union insured to its ut- 
most capadty of embracing, in peace and har- 
mony, every future American State that may be 
constituted or annexed with a republican form 
of government. 

Resolved^ That wo recognize the right of the 
people of all the Territories, including Kansas 
and Nebraska, acting through the legally and 
fairly expressed will of a majority of actual resi- 
dents, and whenever the number of their inhabit- 
ants justifies it, to form a constitution, with or 
without domestic slavery, and be admitted into 
the Union upon terms of perfect equality with 
the other States. 

Resolved^ finally^ That in view of the con- 
dition of popular institutions in the Old World 
(and the dangerous tendencies of sectional agi- 
tation, combined with the attempt to enforce 
civil and religious disabilities against the rights 
of acquiring and enjoying ciUzenship in our own 
land), a high and sacred duty is devolved ^ith 
increased responsibility upon the Democratic 
party of this country, as the party of the Union, 
to uphold and maintain the rights of every State, 
and thereby the Union of the States ; and to sus- 
tain and advance among us constitutional liberty, 
by continuing to resist all monopolies and exclu- 
sive legislation for the benefit of the few at the 
expense of the many, and by a vigilant and con- 
stant adherence to those principles and compro- 
ndses of the Constitution, which are broad enough 
and strong enough to embrace and uphold the 
Union as it was, the Union as it is, and the 
Union as it shall be, in the foil expansion of the 
energies and capadty of this great and progres- 
sive people. 

1. JUsolved, That there are questions con- 
nected with the foreign policy of this country, 
which are inferior to no domestic question what- 
ever. The time has come for the people of the 
United States to declare themselves in favor of 
free seas and progressive free trade throughout 
the world, by solemn manifestations, to place 
their moral influence at the side of thdr success- 
ful example. 



2. Resolved^ That our geographical and polit- 
ical position with reference to the other States of 
this conthient, no less than the interest of our 
eommerce and the development of our growing 
power, requires that we should h<^d as sacred the 
prindples involved in the Monroe doctrine ; their 
bearing and import admit of no miseonstmction ; 
they should be applied with unbending rigidity. 

8. Beaolved^ That the great highwaj which 
nature, as well as the assent of the States most 
immediately interested in its maintenance, has 
marked out for a free communication between 
the Atlantic and the Pacific oceans, constitutes 
one of the most important adiievements realized 
by the spirit of modem times and the micon- 
querable energy of our people. That result 
should be secured by a timely and eifident ex- 
ertion of the control which we have the right to 
claim over it, and no power on earth should be 
suffered to impede or clog its progress by any 
interference with the relations it may suit our 
policy to establish between our Government and 
the governments of the States within whose do- 
minions it lies. We can, under no drcumstances, 
surrender our preponderance in the adjustment 
of all questions arising out of it. 

4. Hesolvedf That, in view of so commanding 
an interest, the people of the United States can 
not but sympathize with the efforts whidi are 
being made by the people of Central America to 
regenerate that portion of the continent whidi 
covers the passage across the interoceaoio isth- 
mus. 

6. Resolved^ That the Democratic party will 
expect of the next administration that every 
proper effort be made to insure our ascembmey 
in the Gulf of Mexico, and to midntain a perma- 
nent protection to the great outlets through which 
are emptied into its waters the products raised 
out of the soil and the commodities created by 
the industry of the people of our Western val- 
leys and of the Union at large. 

Resolved, That the Democratic party recog- 
nizes the great importance, in a political and 
commerdal point of view, of a safe and speedy 
communication through our own territory between 
the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of the Union, and 
that it is the duty of the Federal Government to 
exercise all its constitutional power to the attain- 
ment of that object, thereby binding the Union 
of these States in indissoluble bonds, and open- 
ing to the rich commerce of Asia an overland 
transit from the Padfic to the Mississippi River, 
and the great lakes of the North. 
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RBPUBUCAN, CfflCAGO, MAY, 1860. 

JUiohfd, That we, the delegated representa- 
tiTes of the Republican electors of the United 
States, in CooTention assembled, in discharge of 
the dntj we owe to our oonstitnents and our 
country, unite in the following declarations : 

1. That the history of the nation, during the 
last four years, has fully established the propri- 
ety and necessity of the organization and per- 
petoation of the Republican party, and that the 
causes which called it into existence are perma- 
nent in their nature, and now, more than ever 
before, demand its peaceful and constitutional 
triumph. 

2. That the maintenance of the principles 
promulgated in the Declaration of Independence 
and embodied in the Federal Constitution, ** That 
an men are created equal ; that they arc endowed 
by their Creator with certain inalienable rights ; 
that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness ; that to secure these rights govern- 
ments are instituted among men, deriving their 
}ust powers from the consent of the governed," 
is essential to the preservation of our republican 
institutions; and that the Federal Constitution, 
the rights of the States, and the Union of the 
States, must and shall be preserved. 

8. That to the Union of the States this nation 
owes its unprecedented increase in population, its 
surprising development of material resources, its 
rapid augmentation of wealth, its happiness at 
home, and its honor abroad ; and we hold in ab- 
horrence all schemes for disunion, come from 
whatever source they may ; and we congratulate 
the oountiy that no Republican member of Con- 
gress has uttered or countenanced the threats of 
disunion so often made by Democratic members, 
witiiout rebuke and with applause from their 
political associates; and we denounce those 
threats of disunion, in case of a popular over- 
throw of their ascendancy, as denying the vital 
principles of a free government, and as an avowal 
of contemplated treason, which it is the impera- 
tive duty of an indignant people sternly to rebuke 
and for ever silence. 

4. That the maintenance inviolate of the 
rights of the States, and especially the right of 
eadi State to order and control its own domestic 
institutions according to its own judgment exclu- 
sively, is essential to that balance of power on 
which the perfection and endurance of our polit- 
ical fabric depends ; and we denounce the law- 
less invasion by armed force of the soil of any 
State or Territory, no matter under what pretext, 
as among the gravest of crimes. 



6. That the present Democratic Administra- 
tion has far exceeded our worst apprehensions, 
in its measureless subserviency to the exactions 
of a sectional mtercst, as especially evinced in its 
desperate exertions to force the infamous Le- 
compton Constitution upon the protesting people 
of Kansas ; in construing the personal relation 
between master and servant to involve an unqual- 
ified property in persons; in its attempted en- 
forcement everywhere, on land and sea, through 
the intervention of Congress and of the Federal 
courts, of the extreme pretensions of a purely 
local interest ; and in its general and unvarying 
abuse of the power intrusted to it by a confiding 
people. 

6. That the people justly view with alarm the 
reckless extravagance which pervades every de- 
partment of the Federal Government ; that a re- 
turn to rigid economy and accountability is indis- 
pensable to arrest the systematic plunder of the 
public treasury by favored partisans, while the 
lucent startiing developments of frauds and cor- 
ruptions at the Federal metropolis show that an 
entire change of administration is imperatively 
demanded. 

7. That the new dogma, that the Constitution, 
of its own force, carries slavery into any or all 
of the Territories of the United States, is a dan- 
gerous political heresy, at variance with the ex- 
plicit provisions of that instrument Itself, with 
contemporaneous exposition, and with legislative 
and judicial precedent; is revolutionary in its 
tendency, and subversive of the peace and bar- 
mony of the country. 

8. That the normal condition of all the terri- 
tory of the United States is that of freedom; 
that as our republican fathers, when they had 
abolished slavery in all our national temtory, 
ordained that ** no person should be deprived of 
life, liberty, or property without due process of 
law," it becomes our duty, by legislation, when- 
ever such legislation is necessary, to maintain 
this provision of the Constitution against all at- 
tempts to violate it; and we deny the authority 
of Congress, of a territorial legislature, or of 
any individuals, to give legal existence to slavery 
hi any Territory of the United States. 

9. That we brand the recent reopening of 
the African slave-trade, under the cover of our 
national flag, aided by perversions of judicial 
power, as a crime against himianity and a burn- 
ing shame to our coimtry and age; and we call 
upon Congress to take prompt and efficient mea- 
sures for the total and final suppression of that 
execrable traffic 

10. That in the recent vetoes, bv their Fede- 
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nd goremore, of the acts of the legialatures of 
Kansas and Nebraska, prohibiting slavery in 
those Territories, we find a practical illustration 
of the boasted Democratic principle of non-in- 
tervention and popular sovereignty, embodied in 
the Kansas-Nebraska Bill, and a demonstration 
of the deception and fraud involved therein. 

11. That Kansas should of right be immedi- 
ately admitted as a State under the Constitution 
recently formed and adopted by her people and 
accepted by the House of Representatives. 

12. That, while providing revenue for the 
support of the General Government by duties 
upon imports, soimd policy requires such an ad- 
justment of these imposts as to encourage the 
development of the industrial interests of the 
whole country ; and we commend that policy of 
national exchanges which secures to the working- 
men liberal wages, to agriculture remunerative 
prices, to mechanics and manufacturers an ade- 
quate reward for their skill, labor, and enterprise, 
and to the nation commercial prosperity and in- 
dependence. 

18. That we protest against any sale or al- 
ienation to others of the public lands held by 
actual settlers, and against any view of the free 
homestead policy which regards the settlers as 
paupers or suppliants for public bounty ; and we 
demand the passage by Congress of the complete 
and satisfactory homestead measure which has 
already passed the House. 

14. That the Republican party is opposed to 
any change in our naturalization laws, or any 
State legislation, by which the rights of citizen- 
ship hitherto accorded to immigrants from for- 
eign lands shall be abridged or impaired ; and in 
favor of giving a full and efficient protection to 
the rights of all classes of citizens, whether na- 
tive or naturalized, both at home and abroad. 

16 That appropriations by Congress for river 
and harbor improvements of a national charac- 
ter, required for the accommodation and security 
of an existing commerce, are authorized by the 
Constitution and justified by the obligation of 
Government to protect the lives and property of 
its citizens. 

16. That a railroad to the Pacific Ocean is 
imperatively demanded by the interests of the 
whole country; that the Federal Government 
ought to render immediate and efficient aid in 
its construction ; and that, as preliminary there- 
to, a daily overland mail should be promptly 
established. 

17. Finally, having thus set forth our distinc- 
tive principles and views, we invite the codpera- 
tion of all citizens, however differing on other 



questions, who substantially agree with ns in 
their affirmance and support. 



DEMOCRATIC (DOUGLAS) PLATFORM, 

CHARLESTON AND B AJ.TIMORB, 

JUNE, 1860. 

1. Resolved, That we, the Democracy of the 
Union, in convention assembled, hereby declare 
our affirmance of the resolutions imanimoosly 
adopted and declared as a platform of princ^let 
by the Democratic Convention in Cincinnati^ in 
the year 1866, believing that Democratic princi- 
ples arc unchangeable in their nature, when ap- 
plied to the same subject-matters; and we 
recommend, as the only further resolutions, the 
following : 

2. Resolved, That it is the duty of the United 
States to afford ample and complete protection 
to all its citizens, whether at home or abroad, 
and whether native or foreign. 

8. Resolved, That one of the neoessitiefl of 
the age, in a military, commercial, and postal 
point of view, is speedy communication between 
the Atlantic and Pacific States; and the Demo- 
cratic party pledge such constitutional Govern- 
ment aid as will insure the construction of a 
railroad to the Pacific coast at the earliest prac- 
ticable period. 

4. Resolved, That the Democratic party are in 
favor of the acquisition of the Island of Gaba, 
on such terms as shall be honorable to ourselves 
and just to Spain. 

6. Resolved, That the enactments of State 
legislatures to defeat the faithful execution of 
the Furtive Slave law are hostile in character, 
subversive of the Constitution, and revolutionary 
in their effect 

6. Resolved, That it is in accordance with the 
true interpretation of the Cincinnati platform 
that, during the existence of the Territorial gov- 
emments, the measure of restriction, whatever 
it may be, imposed by the Federal ConstitntioQ 
on the power of the Territorial Legislature over 
the subject of the domestic relations, as the same 
has been, or shall hereafter be, finally determined 
by the Supreme Court of the United States, 
should be respected by all good citizens, and en- 
forced with promptness and fidelity by evexy 
branch of the General Government 
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DEMOCRATIC (BRECKINRIDGB) PLAT- 
FORM, ADOPTED AT CHARLESTON AND 
BALTIMORE, JUNE, 1860. 

Jie9oivedy That the platfonn adopted by the 
Democratic l>arty at Cincinnati be affirmed, with 
the following explanatory resolations : 

1. That the government of a Territory organ- 
ized by an act of Congress is provisional and tem- 
porary, and during its existence all citizens of 
the United States have an equal right to settle 
with their property in the Territory, without their 
ri^ts, either of person or property, being de- 
stroyed or impaired by Congressional or Territorial 
legislation. 

2. That it is the duty of the Federal Govern- 
ment, in all its departments, to protect, when 
necessary, the rights of persons and property in 
the Territories, and wherever else its constitution- 
al authority extends. 

8. That when the settlers in a Territory, hav- 
ing an adequate population, form a State con- 
stitntion, the right of sovereignty commences, 
and, being consummated by admission into the 
Union, they stand on an equal footing with the 
people of other States ; and the State thus organ- 
ized ought to be admitted into the Federal Union, 
whether its constitution prohibits or recognizes 
the institution of slavery. 

4. That the Democratic party are in favor of 
the acquisition of the Island of Cuba, on such 
terms as shall be honorable to ourselves and just 
to Spain, at the earliest practicable moment 

6. That the enactments of State legislatures 
to defeat the faithful execution of the Fugitive 
Slave law are hostile in character, subversive of 
the Constitution, and revolutionary in their effect 

6. That the Democracy of the United States 
recognize it as the imperative duty of this Govern- 
ment to protect the naturalized citizen in all his 
rights, whether at home or in foreign lands, to 
the same extent as its native-bom citizens. 

Whereas, one of the greatest necessities of the 
age, in a polidcal, commercial, postal, and mili- 
tary point of view, is a speedy communication 
between the Padfic and Atlantic coasts; there- 
fore, be it 

JUmdvedf That the National Democratic party 
do hereby pledge themselves to use every 
means in their power to secure the passage of 
some bill, to the extent of the constitutional au- 
thority of Congress, for the construction of a 
Pacific Railroad from the Mississippi River to the 
Padfic Ocean, at the earliest practicable moment 



REPUBLICAN, AT BALTIMORE, JUNE, 1864. 

JUsolvedy That it is the highest duty of every 
American citizen to maintain against all their 
enemies the integrity of the Union and the par- 
amount authority of the Constitution and laws of 
the United States ; and that, laying aside all dif- 
ferences of political opinion, we pledge ourselves 
as Union men, animated by a common sentiment, 
and aiming at a common object, to do everytliing 
in our power to aid the Government in quelling 
by force of arms the rebellion now raging against 
its authority, and in bringing to the punishment 
due to their crimes the rebels and traitors arrayed 
against it. 

2. That we approve the determination of the 
Government of the United States not to compro- 
mise with rebels, or to offer them any terms of 
peace, except such as may be based upon an un- 
conditional surrender of their hostility and a re- 
turn to their just allegiance to the Constitution 
and laws of the United States ; and that we call 
upon the Crovemment to maintain this position 
and to prosecute the war with the utmost pos- 
sible vigor to the complete suppression of the 
rebellion, in full reliance upon the self-sacrificing 
patriotism, the heroic valor, and the undying 
devotion of the American people to the country 
and its free institutions. 

8. That as slavery was the cause, and now 
constitutes the strength, of this rebellion, and as 
it must be always and everywhere hostile to the 
principles of republican government, justice and 
the national safety demand its utter and com- 
plete extirpation from the soil of the republic ; 
and that while we uphold and maintain the acts 
and proclamations by which the Government, in 
its own defense, has aimed a death-blow at this 
gigantic evil, we are in favor, furthermore, of 
such an amendment to the Constitution, to be 
made by the people in conformity with its pro- 
visions, as shall terminate and for ever prohibit 
the existence of slavery within the limits of the 
jurisdiction of the United States. 

4. That the thanks of the American people 
are due to the soldiers and sailors of the army 
and navy, who have periled their lives in de- 
fense of their country and in vindication of the 
honor of its flag ; that the nation owes to them 
some permanent recognition of their patriotism 
and their valor, and ample and permanent pro- 
vision for those of their survivors who have re- 
ceived disabling and honorable wounds in the 
service of the country ; and that the memories of 
those who have fallen in its defense shall be held 
in grateful and everlasting remembrance. 
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6. That we approve and appland the practical 
wisdom, the unselfish patriotism, and the un- 
swerving fidelity to the Gonstitntion and the prin- 
ciples of American liberty with which Abraham 
Lincoln has discharged, under drcumstanoes of 
unparalleled difficulty, the great duties and re- 
sponsibilities of the Presidential office ; that we 
approve and endorse, as demanded by the cmer- 
gency and essential to the preservation of the 
nation, and as within the provbions of the Con- 
stitotion, the measures and acts which he has 
adopted to defend the nation against its open 
and secret foes ; that wc approve especially the 
Proclamation of Emancipation and the employ- 
ment as Union soldiers of men heretofore held 
in slavery; and that wo have full confidence in 
his determination to carry these and all other 
constitutional measures essential to the salvation 
of the country into full and complete effect. 

6. That we deem it essential to the general 
welfare that harmony should prevail in the na- 
tional councils, and wc regard as worthy of pub- 
lic confidence and official trust those only who 
cordially endorse the principles proolaimed in 
these resolutions, and which should characterize 
the administration of the Government. 

I, That the Government owes to all men em- 
plo3red in its armies, without regard to distinction 
of color, the full protection of the laws of war ; 
and that any violation of these laws, or of the 
usages of civilized nations in time of war, by the 
rebels now in arms, should be made the subject 
of prompt and full redress. 

8. That foreign immigration, which in the 
past has added so much to the wealth, development 
of resources, and increase of power of the nation — 
the asylum of the oppressed of all nations — should 
be fostered and encouraged by a liberal and just 
policy. 

9. That we are in favor of the speedy con- 
struction of the railroad to the Pacific coast. 

10. That the national faith, pledged for the 
redemption of the public debt, must be kept in- 
violate, and that for this purpose we recommend 
economy and rigid responsibility in the public 
expenditures, and a vigorous and just system of 
taxation ; and that it is the duty of every loyal 
State to sustain the credit and promote the use 
of the national currency. 

II. That we approve the position taken by 
the Government that the people of the United 
States can never regard with indifference the 
attempt of any European power to overthrow 
by force, or to supplant by faud, the institutions 
of any republican government on the western 
continent; tad that they will view with extreme 



jealousy, as menacing to the peace and inde- 
pendence of their own country, the efforts of any 
such power to obtain new footholds for monar* 
chical governments, sustained by foreign military 
force, in near proximity to the United States. 



PEMOCRATIC, CHICAGO, 18M. 

Resolved, That in the future, as in the past, 
we will adhere, with unswerving fidelity, to the 
Union under the Constitution as the only solid 
foundation of our strength, security, and hap- 
piness as a people, and as a framework of gov- 
ernment equally conducive to the welfare and 
prosperity of all the States, both Northern and 
Southern. 

Rewhed, That this Convention doea explicitly 
declare as the sense of the American people, that 
after four years of failure to restore the Union 
by the experiment of war, during whidi, under 
the pretense of a military necessity or war- 
power higher than the Constitution, the Consti- 
tution itself has been disregarded in every {Mtrt, 
and public liberty and private right alike trod- 
den down, and the material prosperity of tlie 
country essentially impaired, justice, bnmaiiity, 
liberty, and the public welfare demand that im- 
mediate efforts be made for a cessation of hos- 
tilities, with a view to an ultimate convention 
of the States, or other peaceable means, to the 
end that, at the earliest practicable moment, 
peace may be restored on the basis of the Fede- 
ral Union of the States. 

Retolved^ That the direct interference of tiie 
military authorities of the United States in the 
recent elections held in Kentucky, Maiyland, 
Missouri, and Delaware was a shameful violation 
of the Constitution; and a repetition of audi 
acts in the approaching election will be held 
revolutionary, and resisted with all the 
and power imder our control. 

Resolved, That the aim and object of the Dem- 
ocratic party is to preserve the Federal Union 
and the rights of the States unimpaired, and they 
hereby declare that they consider that the ad- 
ministrative usurpation of extraordinaij and 
dangerous powers not granted by the Oonstito- 
tion — the subversion of the civil by militaiy 
law in States not in insurrection ; the arbitraiy 
military arrest, imprisonment, trial, and aentenoe 
of American citizens in States where civil law 
exists in full force ; the suppression of freed o m 
of speech and of the press; the denial of the 
right of asylum; the open and avowed disre- 
gard of State rights; the employment of on- 
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usual test-oaths ; end the interf erenoe with and 
denial of the right of the people to bear anns fai 
their defense — are calculated to prerent a restora- 
tion of the Union and the perpetuation of a Got- 
emmeiit deriTing its just powers fhxn the con- 
sent d the goyemed. 

Bmohtdf That the shameful disregard of the 
Adndnistnttion to its datj in respect to our 
fdlow cittKns who now are and long have been 
prisoners of war in a suifering condition de- 
serves the sererest reprobation on the score 
alike of public policy and common humanity. 

Btteltoed, That the sympathy of the Democratic 
party is heartily and earnestly extended to the 
soldiers of our army and sailors of our nayy, who 
are and have been in the field and on the sea 
mider the flag of our country ; and, in the erent 
of Its attaining power, they will receive all the 
care, protection, and regard that the brave sol- 
ders and sailors of the republic so nobly earned. 



BEPUBLICAN, CHICAGO, 1868. 

The National Republican party of the United 
States, assembled in National Convention, in the 
city of Chicago, on the 2l8t day of Hay, 1868, 
make the following declaration of principles : 

1. We congratulate the country on the assured 
snecess of the reconstruction policy of Congress, 
as evinced by the adoption, hi the majority of 
the States lately in rebellion, of constitutions 
seenring equal eiTil and political rights to all ; 
and it is the duty of the Government to sustain 
those faistitutions, and to prevent the people of 
sudi States fh>m being remitted to a state of 
anareiiy. 

2. The guarantee by Congress of equal suffrage 
to all loyal men at the South was demanded by 
every consideration of public safety, of grati- 
tude, and of justice, and must be maintained; 
ivhile the question of suffrage in all the loyal 
States properly belongs to the people of those 
Stales. 

8. We denounce all fbrms of repudiation as a 
national crime ; and the national honor requires 
the payment of the public indebtedness in the 
ut t c mi o st good faith to all creditors at home and 
abroad, not only according to the letter, but the 
(Q>iiit, of the laws under which it was contracted. 

4. It is due to the labor of the nation that 
taxation should be equalised, and reduced as 
rapidly as the national f dth will permit. 

5. The national debt, contracted as it has 
been for the preservation of the Union for all 
time to come, should be extended over a fair 



period for redemption ; and it is the duty of 
Congress to reduce the rate of interest thereon, 
whenever it can be honestly done. 

6. That the best policy to diminish our burden 
of debt is to so improve our credit that capital- 
ists will seek to loan us money at lower rates of 
Interest than we now pay, and must continue to 
pay so long as repudiation, partial or total, open 
or covert, is threatened or suspected. 

7. The Government of the United States should 
be administered with the strictest economy ; and 
the corruptions which have been so shamefully 
nursed and fostered by Andrew Johnson call 
loudly for radical reform. 

8. We profoundly deplore the untimely and 
tragic death of Abraham Lincoln, and regret the 
accession to the Presidency of Andrew Johnson, 
who has acted treacherously to the people who 
elected him and the cause he was pledged to 
support; who has usurped high legislative and 
judicial functions; who has refused to execute 
the laws ; who has used his high office to induce 
other officers to ignore and violate the laws; 
who has employed his executive powers to ren- 
der insecure the property, the peace, liberty, and 
life of the citizen; who has abused the pardon- 
ing power; who has denounced the National 
Legislature as unconstitutional ; who has persis- 
tently and corruptly resisted, by every means in 
his power, every proper attempt at the recon- 
struction of the States lately in rebellion; who 
has perverted the public patronage into an engine 
of wholesale corruption ; and who has been justly 
impeached for high crimes and misdemeanors, 
and properly pronounced guilty thereof by the 
vote of thirty-five Senators. 

9. The doctrine of Great Britain and other 
European powers, that because a man is once a 
subject he is always so, must be resisted at every 
hazard by the United States as a relic of feudal 
times, not authorized by the laws of nations, and 
at war with our national honor and independence. 
Naturalized citizens are entitled to protection in 
all their rights of citizenship, as though they were 
native-bom ; and no citizen of the United States, 
native or naturalized, must be liable to arrest and 
imprisonment by any foreign power for acts done 
or words spoken in this country ; and, if so ar- 
rested and imprisoned, it is the duty of the Gov- 
ernment to interfere in his behalf. 

10. Of all who were faithful in the trials of 
the late war, there were none entitled to more es- 
pecial honor than the brave soldiers and seamen 
who endured the . hardships of campaign and 
cruise, and imperiled their lives in the service of 
the country ; the bounties and pensions provided 
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by the laws for these braye defenders of the na- 
tion are obligations neyer to be f oi^gotten ; the 
widows and orphans of the gallant dead are the 
wards of the people — a sacred legacy bequeathed 
to the nation*s protecting care. 

11. Foreign immigration, which in the past has 
added so much to the wealth, derelopment of 
the resources, and increase of power of this repub- 
lic, the asylum of the oppressed of all nations, 
should be fostered and encouraged by a liberal 
and just policy. 

12. This Conyention declares itself in sym- 
pathy with all oppressed people struggling for 
their rights. 

13. That we highly commend the spirit of 
magnanimity and forbearance with which men 
who haye seryed in the rebellion, but who now 
frankly and honestly cooperate with us in restor- 
ing the peace of the country and reconstructing 
the Southern State goyemments upon the basis 
of impartial justice and equal rights, are reoeiyed 
back into the conmiunion of the loyal people ; and 
we fayor the remoyal of the disqualifications and 
restrictions imposed upon the late rebels in the 
same measure as the spirit of disloyalty will die 
out, and as may be consistent with the safety of 
the loyal people. 

14. That we recognize the great principles laid 
down in the immortal Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, as the true foundation of democratic goy- 
emment ; and we hail with gladness eyery effort 
toward making these principles a Hying reality on 
eyeiy inch of American soil. 



DEMOCRATIC, NEW YORK, 1868. 

The Democratic party, in National Conyention 
assembled, reposing its trust In the intelligence, 
patriotism, and discriminating justice of the peo- 
ple, standing upon the Constitution as the foun- 
dation and limitation of the powers of the Goy- 
emment, and the guarantee of the liberties of 
the citizen, and recognizing the questions of 
slayery and secession as haying been settled, for 
all time to come, by the war or the yoluntaiy 
action of the Southern States in constitutional 
conyentions assembled, and neyer to be renewed 
or reagitated, do, with the return of peace, de- 
mand: 

First. Immediate restoration of all the States 
to their rights in the Union under the Constitu- 
tion, and of ciyil goyemment to the American 
people. 

Second. Amnesty for all past political of- 
fenses, and the regulation of the electiye fran- 
chise in the States by their citizens. 



ITiird. Payment of the public debt of the 
United States as rapidly as practicable; aU 
moneys drawn from the people by taxation, ex- 
cept so mudi as is requisite for the neoessltica 
of the Goyemment, economically administered, 
being honestly applied to such payment; and, 
where the obligations of the Goyemment do not 
expressly state upon iheir face, or the law mider 
which they were issued does not provide that 
they shall be paid in coin, they ought, in ri^ 
and in justice, to be paid in the lawful mon^ of 
the United SUtes. 

Fourth, Equal taxation of eyery spedes of 
property according to its real yalue, indoding 
Goyemment bonds and other public secaritiet. 

JF\fth, One currency for the Goyemment sod 
the people, the laborer and the officeholder, the 
pensioner and the soldier, the producer and the 
bondholder. 

Sixth. Economy in the administration of the 
Goyemment; the reduction of the standing amy 
and nayy; the abolition of the Freedman's Bu- 
reau, and all political instrumentalities designed 
to secure negro supremacy; simplification of the 
system, and discontinuance of inquisitorial modes 
of assessing and collecting internal reremie, so 
that the burden of taxation may be equalized 
and lessened ; the credit of the Goyemment and 
the currency made good; the repeal of all enact- 
ments for enrolling the State militia into national 
forces in time of peace; und a tariff for leyenne 
upon foreign imports, and such equal taxatkm 
under the internal reyenue laws as wHl afford 
incidental protection to domestic manufactures, 
and as will, without impairing the rerenue^ im- 
pose the least burden upon and beat promote 
and encourage the great industrial interests of 
the country. 

Seventh. Reform of abuses in the administra- 
tion, the expulsion of corrupt men from office^ 
the abrogation of useless offices, the restoration 
of rightful authority to, and the independenoe <4 
the executiye and judidal departments of the 
Goyemment, the subordination of the mUitaiy 
to the dyil power, to the end that the nsorpatloiis 
of Congress and the despotism of the sword may 
cease. 

Eighth. Equal rights and protection for natu- 
ralized and natiye-bom dtizens at home and 
abroad, the assertion of American nationaBty 
which shall command the respect of foreign 
powers, and furnish an example and eDOonnge- 
ment to people struggling for national intq^rity, 
constitutional liberty, and individual rights^ and 
the maintenance of the rights of natnraliied dti- 
zens against the absolute doctrine of immntaUe 
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alkgiance, and the claims of foreign powers to 
paaiah them for alleged crime oommitted beyond 
tiieir jnriBdiction. 

In demanding these measures and reforms, we 
arr^lgii the Radical party for its disregard of 
right, and the unparalleled oppression and tyran- 
ny wUdi hare marked its career. 

After the most solemn and unanimous pledge 
of both Houses of Congress to prosecuto the war 
esdualTely for the maintenance of the Gorem- 
ment and the preserration of the Union under 
the Constitution, it has repeatedly violated that 
ai08t sacred pledge under which alone was rallied 
tiiat noble yolunteer army which carried our flag 
to victory. Instead of restoring the Union, it 
has, so far as in its power, dissolved it, and sub- 
jected ten States, in time of profound peace, to 
nulitaiy despotism and negro supremacy. It has 
nullified there the right of trial by jury; it has 
abolished the habetu corpus^ that most sacred writ 
of liberty; it has overthrown the freedom of 
speech and the press ; it has substituted arbitra- 
ry sdzures and arrests and military trials and 
secret star-chamber inquisitions for the constitu- 
tional tribunals; it has disregarded in time of 
peace the right of the people to be free from 
searches and seizures; it has entered the post 
and telegraph offices, and even the private rooms 
of individuals, and seized their private papers 
and letters without any specific charge or notice 
of affidavit, as required by the organic law; it 
has converted the American Capitol into a Bas- 
tile ; it has established a system of spies and offi- 
dal espionage to which no constitutional mon- 
archy of Europe would now dare to resort ; it has 
abolished the right of appeal on important con- 
stitutional questions to the supreme judicial tri- 
bunal, and threatens to curtail or destroy its 
original jurisdiction, which is irrevocably vested 
by the Constitution, while the learned Chief Jus- 
tice has been subjected to the most atrodous cal- 
mmifew, merely because he would not prostitute 
his hig^ office to the support of the false and 
partisan charges preferred against the President. 
Its corruption and extravagance have exceeded 
anything known in history, and, by its frauds 
and monopolies, it has nearly doubled the burden 
of the debt created by the war. It has stripped 
the President of his constitutional power of ap- 
pointment, even of his own Cabinet. Under its 
repeated assaults, the piUars of the GovcmmeDt 
are rocking on their base ; and should it succeed 
fai November next and inaugurate its President, 
we will meet as a subjected and conquered peo- 
ple, andd the ruins of liberty and the scattered 
fragments of the Constitution. 



And we do declare and resolve that ever since 
the people of the United States threw oft all 
subjection to the British Crown, the privilege 
and trust of suffrage have belonged to the several 
States, and have been granted, regulated, and 
controlled exclusively by the political power of 
eadi State respectively, and that any attempt by 
Congress, on any pretext whatever, to deprive 
any State of this right, or interfere with its exer- 
cise, is a flagrant usurpation of power which can 
find no warrant In the Constitution, and, if sanc- 
tioned by the people, will subvert our form of 
government, and can only end in a single central- 
ized and consolidated government, in which the 
separate existence of the States will be entirely 
absorbed, and an unqualified despotism be es- 
tablished in place of a Federal union of co-equal 
States. 

And that we regard the reconstruction acta 
(so called) of Congress, as such, as usurpations 
and unconstitutional, revolutionary, and void. 
That our soldiers and sulors, who carried the 
flag of our country to victory against a most gal- 
lant and determined foe, must ever be gratefully 
remembered, and all the guarantees given in their 
favor must be faithfully carried into execution. 

That the public lands should be distributed as 
widely as possible among the people, and should 
be disposed of either under the preemption of 
homestead lands or sold in reasonable quantities, 
and to none but actual occupante, at the mini- 
mum price established by the Government. 
When granta of the public lands may be allowed, 
necessary for the encouragement of important 
public improvements, the proceeds of the sale of 
such lands, and not the lands themselves, should 
be so applied. 

That the President of the United States, An- 
drew Johnson, in exercising the power of his 
high office in resisting the aggressions of Con- 
gress upon the constitutional rights of the States 
and the people, is entitled to the gratitude of the 
whole American people, and in behalf of the 
Democratic party we tender him our thanks for 
his patriotic efforto in that regard. 

Upon this platform the Democratic party ap- 
peal to every patriot, including all the conserva- 
tive elementa and all who desire to support the 
Constitution and restore the Union, forgetting all 
past differences of opinion, to unite with us in 
the present great struggle for the liberties of the 
people ; and that to all such, to whatever party 
they may have heretofore belonged, we extend 
the right hand of feUowship, and hail all such 
co5perating with us as friends and brethren. 

Jtesohedy That this Convention sympathizes 
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cordially with the workingmen of the United 
States in their efforts to protect the rights and 
interests of the laboring classes of the country. 

JUaolvedy That the thanks of the Convention 
are tendered to Chief Justice Salmon P. Chase, 
for the justice, dignity, and impartiality with 
which he presided- over the court of impeachment 
on the trial of President Andrew Johnson. 



REPUBLICAN, PHILADELPHIA, 1872. 

The Republican party of the United States, 
assembled in National Convention in the dty of 
Philadelphia, on the 6th and 6th days of June, 
1872, again declares its faith, appeals to its his- 
tory, and announces its position upon the ques- 
tions before the coimtry. 

First, During eleven years of supremacy it has 
accepted with grand courage the solenm duties 
of the time. It suppressed a gigantic rebellion, 
emancipated four millions of slaves, decreed the 
equal citizenship of all, and established universal 
suffrage. EjLhibiting unparalleled magnanimity, it 
criminally punished no man for political offenses, 
and warmly welcomed all who proved their ley- 
alty by obeying the laws and dealing justly with 
their neighbors. It has steadily decreased, with 
a firm hand, the resultant disorders of a great 
war, and initiated a wise policy toward the In* 
dians. The Pacific Railroad and similar vast en- 
terprises have been generously uded and success- 
fully conducted ; the public lands freely given to 
actual settlers; immigration protected and en- 
couraged, and a full acknowledgment of the nat- 
uralized citizens' rights secured from European 
powers. A uniform national currency has been 
provided; repudiation frowned down; the nation- 
al credit sustained under most extraordinary bur- 
dens, and new bonds negotiated at lower rates ; 
the revenues have been carefully collected and 
honestly applied. Despite the annual large re- 
ductions of rates of taxation, the public debt has 
been reduced during General Grant's Presidency 
at the rate of 1100,000,000 a year. A great finan- 
dal crisis has been avoided, and peace and plenty 
prevail throughout the land. Menacing foreign 
difficulties have been peacefully and honorably 
oompromised, and the honor and the power of the 
nation kept in high respect throughout the world. 
This glorious record of the past is the party's best 
pledge for the future. We believe the people will 
not intrust the Government to any party or com- 
bination of men composed chiefly of those who 
have resisted every step of this beneficial progress. 

Secmid, Complete liberty and exact equality 



in the enjoyment of all dvil, political, and public 
rights should be established, and effectually main- 
tained throughout the Union, by efficient and ap- 
propriate State and Federal legislation. Ndther 
the law nor its administration should admit of 
any discrimination in respect of dtizens by reason 
of race, creed, color, or previous condition of ser- 
vitude. 

TMpcL The recent amendments to the Nation- 
al Constitution should be cordially sustained be- 
cause they are right, not merely tolerated because 
they are law, and should be carried out according 
to their spirit by appropriate legislation, the en- 
forcement of whidi can be safely trasted only to 
the party that secured those amendmoits. 

Fowih, The National Government should sedL 
to maintain an honorable peace with all niti<mi, 
protecting its dtizens everywhere, and sympa- 
thizing with all peoples who strive for greater 
liberty. 

MJ^ Any system of the dvil service under 
which the subordinate podtions of the Govern- 
ment are conddered rewards for mere party seal 
is fatally demoralizing; and we, therefore, favor 
a reform of the system by laws which shall abol- 
ish die evils of patronage, and make honeety, 
effidency, and fidelity the essential qualifications 
for public podtion, without practically creating a 
life-tenure of office. 

Sixth, We are opposed to further grants of 
the public lands to corporations and monopolies, 
and demand that the national domain be set 
apart for free homes for the people. 

Setfenih, The annual revenues, after pacing 
the current debts, should furnish a moderate bal- 
ance for the reduction of the prindpel, and the 
revenue, exc^t so mudi as may be derived fircm 
a tax on tobacco and liquors, be raised by dnties 
upon importations, the duties of which Bho(ald.be 
so adjusted as to aid in securing remoneralive 
wages to labor, and promote tlie industries, 
growth, and proq>erity of tiie wliole oonntiy. 

Eighih, We hold in undying honor the sol- 
diers and sailors whose valor saved the Unioii ; 
their pendens are a sacred debt of tlie nslioD, 
and the widows and orphans of those who died 
for their country are entitied to the care of a 
generous and grateful people. We favor anch 
additional legislation as wUl extend the bounty 
of the Government to all our soldiers and aailois 
who were honorably discharged, and who In the 
line of doty became disabled, without regard to 
the length of service or the cause of sudi dis- 
diarge. 

Mnth, The doctrine of Great Britain and 
other European powers concerning all^giaace— 
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"Oafle a mil^jeot always a subject*^ — ^having at 
I«rt| through the efforts of the Repablican party, 



abandoned, and the American idea of the 
individaal's right to transfier his ailegianoe having 
beea aocepted by Bnropean nations, it is the duty 
of our GoTemment to guard with jealous care the 
fights of adopted citizens against the assun^>tion 
of VBanthorized claims by their former govern- 
ment ; and we nrge the continual and careful en- 
eonmgement and protection of voluntary immi- 



Tmih. The franking privilege ought to be 
aboBifaed, and the way prepared for a speedy re- 
dnotloa in the rate of postage. 

JSlofenth, Among the questions which press 
for attention is that which concoms the relations 
of oapital and labor, and the Republican party 
reoogniae the doty of so shaping legislation as to 
iooare foU protection and the amplest field for 
eapital, and for labor, the creator of capital, the 
largest opportonities and a just share of the mu- 
tnal profits of these two great servants of dvili- 



2M/U. We hold that Congress and the Pres- 
idenft have only fulfilled an imperative duty in 
their measnres for the suppression of violent and 
treasonable organizations in certain lately rebel- 
Ikras regions, and for the protection of the ballot- 
box, and therefore they are entitled to the thanks 
of the nation. 

7%brteeiiik, We denounce repudiation of the 
pabllo debt in any form or disguise as a national 
erimsL We witness with pride the reduction of 
tiie principal of the debt and of the rates of in- 
terest npon the balance, and confidently expect 
that our excellent national currency will be per- 
fected by a speedy resumption of specie pay- 



Jbw r lw iri A. The Republican party is mindful 
of Its obligations to the loyal women of America, 
for their noble devotion to the cause of freedom. 
Their admission to wider fields of usefulness is 
r e ce ived with satisfaction, and the honest de- 
■umdS iji any class of citizens for additional 
rights shoald be treated with respectful oonsidera- 
tkm. 

FiJUmlh, We heartily approve the action of 
CoDgrees in extendhig amnesty to those lately in 
rebellion, and rejoice in the growth of peace and 
fraternal feeling throughout the land. 

Sketsmlh, The Republican party propose to 
respeet the rights reserved by the people to them- 
selves as carefully as the powers delegated by 
them to the State and to the Federal Government. 
It disapproves of the resort to unconstitutional 
laws for the purpose of removing evils by inter- 



ference with rights not surrendered by the people 
to either the State or National Government. 

Seventeenth It is the duty of the General Gov- 
ernment to adopt such measures as will tend to 
encourage American commerce and shipbuilding. 

JSiffhteenth. We believe that the modest pa- 
triotism, the earnest purpose, the sound judg- 
ment, the practical wisdom, the incorruptible in- 
tegrity, and the illustrious services of Ulysses S. 
Grant have commended him to the heart of the 
American people ; and with him at our head we 
start to-day upon a new march to victory. 



UBERAL-REFUBLIOAN AND DEMOCRATIC 
PLATFORM, 1872. 

[Adopted by the Liberal-Republican Convention 
at Cincinnati in June, and by the Democratic 
National Convention at Baltimore in July.] 

J^rst. We recognize the equality of all men 
before the law, and hold that it is the duty of 
Govenmient in its dealings with the people to 
mete out equal and exact justice to all, of what- 
ever nativity, race, color, or persuasion, religious 
or politicaL 

Second, We pledge ourselves to maintain the 
union of these States, emancipation, and enfran- 
chisement, and to oppose any reopening of the 
questions settled by the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, 
and Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution. 

Third. We demand the immediate and abso- 
lute removal of all disabilities imposed on ac- 
count of the rebellion, which was finally subdued 
seven years ago, believing that universal anmosty 
will result in complete pacification in all sections 
of the country. 

■ 

Fourth, Local self-government, with impartial 
suffrage, will guard the rights of all citizens more 
securely than any centralized power. The public 
welfare requires the supremacy of the dvil over 
the military authority, and freedom of persons 
under the protection of habeat corpus, Wc de- 
mand for the individual the largest liberty con- 
sistent with public order ; for the State, self-gov- 
ernment; and for the nation, a return to the 
methods of peace and the constituUonal limita- 
tions of power. 

J^fth, The civil service of the Crovemment 
has become a mere instrument of partisan tyran- 
ny and personal ambition, and an object of selfish 
greed. It is a scandal and reproach upon free 
institutions, and breeds a demoralization danger- 
ous to the perpetuity of republican government. 
We, therefore, regard such thorough reforms of 
the dvil service as one of the most pressing ne- 
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cessities of the hour ; that honesty, capacity, and 
fidelity constitute the only valid claim to public 
employment ; that the offices of the Goyemment 
cease to be a matter of arbitrary f ayoritism and 
patronage ; that the public station become again 
the post of honor. To this end it is imperatiyely 
required that no President shall be a candidate 
for reelection. 

Sixth. We demand a system of Federal taxa- 
tion which shall not unnecessarily interfere with 
the industry of the people, and which shall proyide 
the means necessary to pay the expenses of the 
Government economically administered, the pen- 
sions, the interest on the public debt, and a mod- 
erate reduction annually of the principal thereof; 
and, recognizing that there are in our midst honest 
but irreconcilable differences of opinion with re- 
gard to the respective systems of Protection and 
Free Trade, we remit the discussion of the sub- 
ject to the people in their Congress districts, and 
to the decision of the Congress thereon, wholly 
free of Executive interference or dictation. 

Seventh, The public credit must be sacredly 
maintained, and we denounce repudiation in every 
form and guise. 

Eighth, A speedy return to specie payment is 
demanded alike by the highest considerations of 
commercial morality and honest government. 

Ninth, We remember with gratitude the he- 
roism and sacrifices of the soldiers and sailors 
of the republic, and no act of ours shall ever 
detract from their justly earned fame for the full 
reward of their patriotism. 

TerUh, We are opposed to all further grants 
of lands to railroads or other corporations. The 
public domain should be held sacred to actual 
settlers. 

Eleventh, We hold that it is the duty of the 
Ck>vemmcnt, in its intercourse with foreign na- 
tions, to cultivate the friendship of peace, by 
treating with all on fair and equal terms, regard- 
ing it alike dishonorable either to demand what 
is not right, or to submit to what is wrong. 

TSoetfth. For the promotion and success of 
these vital principles, and the support of the 
candidates nominated by this Convention, we in- 
vite and cordially welcome the cooperation of all 
patriotic citizens, without regard to previous af- 
filiations. 



REPUBLICAN, CINCINNATI, 1876. 

When, in the economy of Providence, this land 
was to be purged of human slavery, and when 
the strength of government of the people by the 
people and for the people was to be demon- 



strated, the Republican party came into pom. 
Its deeds have passed into history, and we look \ 
back to them with pride. Incited by their bm» 
ones to high aims for the good of our ooimtiyiBi 
mankind, and looking to the future with ti]ifalt«» 
ing courage, hope, and purpose, we, the npr^ 
sentatives of the party in National Oonvittoi 
assembled, make the following deeliretfaa «f 
principles : 

1. The United States of America is a Nitki^ 
not a league. By the combined workings of As 
National and State Governments, under their ie> 
spective constitutions, the rights of every Mm/l 
are secured at home and abroad, and the oa» 
mon welfare promoted. 

2. The Republican party has preserved theM 
Governments to the hundredth anniversaiy of 
the Nation's birth, and they are now embodi- 
ments of the great truths spoken at its cradls— 
'* that all men are created equal ; that tbey are 
endowed by their Creator with certidn inalieB- 
able rights, among which are life, liberty, sad 
the pursuit of happiness ; that for the attainmffit 
of these ends governments have been instituted 
among men, deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed.** Until these tmths are 
cheerfully obeyed, or, if need be, vigorously en- 
forced, the work of the Republican par^ is qb- 
finished. 

8. The permanent pacification of the Sontbeni 
section of the Union, and the complete protectioB 
of all its dtizens in the free enjojrment of alltbeir 
rights, is a duty to which the Republican party 
stands sacredly pledged. The power to provide 
for the enforcement of the prindples embodied 
in the recent constitutional amendments is vested 
by those amendments in the Congress of the 
United States ; and we declare it to be the sdkna 
obligation of the legislative and executive de- 
partments of the Government to put into imme- 
diate and vigorous exercise all thdr oonstftii- 
tional powers for removing any just causes of dis- 
content on the part of any class, and for securiitg 
to eveiy American dtizen complete liber^ and 
exact equality in the exerdse of all civil, politics], 
and public rights. To this end we imperativety 
demand a Congress and a Chief Executive wlioee 
courage and fidelity to these duties shall not fal- 
ter until these results are placed beyond dispute 
or recall. 

4. In the first act of Congress dgned by Pre^- 
dent Grant, the National Government asamiied 
to remove any doubts of its purpose to ^scihaige 
all just obligations to the public creditors, and 
** solemnly pledged its faith to make provision al 
the earliest practicable period for the redemptkn 
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of tha Halted States notes in ooin.** Commercial 
pnMpenkj, public morals, and national credit de- 
UMUBd th^ this promise be fulfilled by a oontinn- 
one and steady progress te specie payment 

5. Under the Constitution, the I^resident and 
beads of departments are to make nominations 
for oflLoe ; the Senate is to advise and consent to 
appointments, and the House of RepresentatiTes 
is to accuse and prosecute faithless officers. The 
best interest of the public service denutnds that 
these distinctions be respected ; that Senators and 
Representatives who may be judges and accusers 
sbonld not dictate appointmenta to office. The 
invariable rule in appointments should have ref- 
erence to the honesty, fidelity, and capacity of the 
i^pointees, giving to the party in power those 
pkoea where harmony and vigor of administra- 
tion require its policy to be represented, but per- 
mitting all others to be filled by persons selected 
with sole reference to the efficiency of the public 
service, and the right of all citizens to share in 
the honor of rendering faithful service to the 
oountiy. 

6. We rejoice in the quickened conscience of 
the people concerning political affairs, and will 
hold all public officers to a rigid responsibility, 
and engage that the prosecution and punishment 
of all who betray offidal trusta shall be swift, 
tboroni^ and unsparing. 

7. The public school system of the several 
States is the bulwark of the American republic, 
and with a view to its security and permanence 
we recommend an amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States forbidding the application 
of any public funds or property for the benefit 
of any schools or institutions under sectarian 
control. 

8. The revenue necessary for current expen- 
ditures and the obligations of the public debt 
must be largely derived from duties upon im- 
portations, which, so far as possible, should be 
adjusted to promote the interesta of American 
labor and advance the prosperity of the whole 
ooontry. 

9. We reaffirm our opposition to further granta 
of the public lands to corporations and monopo- 
lies, and demand that the national domain be 
devoted to free homes for the people. 

10. It is the imperative duty of the Govern- 
ment so to modify existing treaties with Euro- 
pean govemmenta, that the same protection shall 
be afforded to the adopted American dtizen that 
is ^ven to the native-bom ; and that all neces- 
sary laws should be passed to proteet emigranta 
in the absence of power in the States for that 
purpose. 

U 



11. It is the immediate duty of Congress to 
fully investigate the effect of the immigration 
and importation of Mongolians upon the moral 
and material interesta of the country. 

12. The Republican party recognizes with ap- 
proval the substantial advances recently made 
toward the establishment of equal righta for 
women by the many important amendmenta ef- 
fected by Republican Legislatures in the laws 
which concern the personal and property rela- 
tions of wives, mothers, and widows, and by the 
appointment and election of women to the super- 
intendence of education, charities, and other pub- 
lic trusta. The honest demands of this class of 
citizens for additional rights, privileges, and im- 
munities should be treated with respectful con- 
sideration. 

13. The Constitution confers upon Congress 
sovereign power over the Territories of the United 
States for their government, and in the exercise 
of this power it is the right and duty of Congress 
to prohibit and extirpate in the Territories that 
relic of barbarism — ^polygamy ; and we demand 
such legislation as shall secure this end, and the 
supremacy of American institutions in all the 
Territories. 

14. The pledges which the Nation has given 
to her soldiers and sailors must be fulfilled, and 
a grateful people will always hold those who im- 
periled their lives for the coimtry*s preservation 
in the kindest remembrance. 

16. We sincerely deprecate all sectional feel- 
ing and tendencies. We therefore note with 
deep solicitude that the Democratic party counte,. 
as ita chief hope of success, upon the electoral 
vote of a united South, secured through the ef-^ 
forta of those who were recently arrayed against 
the Kation ; and we invoke the earnest attention 
of the country to the grave truth that a success 
thus achieved would reopen sectional strife and 
imperil national honor and human righta. 

16. We charge the Democratic party with be- 
ing the same in character and spirit as when it 
sympathized with treason ; with making ita oon- 
trol of the House of Representatives the triumph 
and oppoiimyty of tiie Nation's recent foes ; with 
reasserting and applauding in the National Capi- 
tol the sentimenta of unrepentant rebellion ; with 
sending Union soldiers to the rear, and promot- 
ing Confederate soldiers to the front ; with delib- 
erately proposing to repudiate the plighted faith 
of the Government; with being equally false and 
imbecile upon the overshadowing financial ques- 
tions ; with thwarting the ends of justice by Ita 
partisan mismanagement and obstruction of in- 
vestigatSons ; with proving itself, through the 
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period of its ascendancy in the lower Houae of 
Congress, utterly incompetent to administer the 
Government; and we warn the country against 
trusting a party thus alike unworthy, recreant, 
and incapable. 

17. The National Administration merits com- 
mendation for its honorable work in the manage- 
ment of domestic and foreign affairs, and Presi- 
dent Grant deserves the continued hearty gratitude 
of the American people for his patriotism and his 
eminent services, in war and in peace. 



DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM, ST. LOUIS, 1876. 

We, the delegates of the Democratic party of 
the United States, in National Convention as- 
sembled, do hereby declare the administration of 
the Federal Government to be in urgent need of> 
immediate reform; do hereby enjoin upon the 
nominees of this Convention, and of the Demo- 
cratic party in each State, a zealous effort and 
cooperation to this end ; and do hereby appeal 
to our fellow citizens of every former political 
connection to undertake with us this first and 
most pressing patriotic duty. 

For the Democracy of the whole country, we 
do here reaf&rm our faith in the permanence of 
the Federal Union, our devotion to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, with its amendments 
universally accepted as a final settlement of the 
controversies that engendered civil war, and do 
here record our steadfast confidence in the per- 
petuity of republican self-government. 

In absolute acquiescence in the will of the 
majority — ^the vital principle of republics ; in the 
supremacy of the civil over the military author- 
ity ; in the total separation of Church and State 
for the sake alike of civil and religious freedom ; 
in the equality of all citizens before just laws of 
their own enactment ; in the liberty of individual 
conduct, unvezed by sumptuary laws; in the 
faithful education of the rising generation, that 
they may preserve, enjoy, and transmit these 
best conditions of human happiness and hope, 
we behold the noblest products of a hundred 
years of changeful history ; but while upholding 
the bond of our Union and great charter of these 
our rights, it behooves a free people to practice 
also that eternal vigilance which is the price of 
liberty. 

Reform is necessary to rebuild and establish in 
the hearts of the whole people the Union, eleven 
years ago happily rescued from the danger of a 
■eces^on of States ; but now to be saved firom a 
corrupt centralism, which, after inflicting upon 
ten States the rapacity of carpet-bag tyrannies, 



has hon^eombed the offices of the Fedenl Gov* 
emment itself with incapacity, waste, and firand, 
Infected States and municipalities with tiie cm* 
tagion of misrule, and locked fast the prosperity 
of an industrious people in the paralysis of ** hard 
times.*' 

Reform is necessary to establish a aoimd euw 
renoy, restore the public credit, and maintain tbe 
national honor. 

We denounce the failure, for all these eleven 
years of peace, to make good the promise of the 
legal-tender notes, whi6h are a changing staai> 
ard of value in the hands.of the people, and the 
non-payment of which is a disregard of tiie 
plighted faith of the nation. 

We denounce the improvidence wfai<^ in 
eleven years of peace, has taken from tiie people 
in Federal taxes thirteen times the whole amovnt 
of the legal-tender notes, and squandoed four 
times their sum in useless expense, withoot accu- 
mulating any reserve for their redemption. 

We denounce the financial imbecility and im- 
morality of that party, which, during eleven years 
of peace, has made no advance toward reemnp- 
tion, no preparation for resumption, but instesd 
has obstructed resumption by wasting oar re- 
sources and exhausting all our surplus inoone, 
and, while annually professing to intend a speedy 
return to specie payments, has annually enacted 
fresh hindrances thereto. As sudi a hindrtnoft 
we denounce the resumption clause of the act d 
1875, and we here demand its repeal. 

We demand a judidous system of prepara 
tion by public economies, by official retreodt- 
ments, and by wise finance, which shall enable 
the nation soon to assure the whole world of its 
perfect ability and its perfect readiness to meet 
any of its promises at the call of the creditor en- 
tided to payment. 

We believe such a system, well devised, and, 
above all, intrusted to competent hands for exe- 
cution, creating at no time an artificial actrcky 
of currency, and at no time alanning the public 
mind into a withdrawal of that vaster madiinery 
of credit by which ninety-five per cent, of all 
business transactions are performed— a system 
open, public, and inspiring general confidence- 
would from the day of its adoption bring heal- 
ing on its wings to all our harassed industries, 
set in motion the wheels of commerce, manu- 
factures, and the mechanic arts, restore employ- 
ment to labor, and renew in all Its natural 
sources the prosperity of the people. 

Reform is necessary in the sum and mode of 
Federal taxation, to the end that capital may be 
set free from distrust, and labor lightly btadened. 
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We denoonoe the present tarUf, leried upon 
nearly 4,000 articles, as a masterpiece of injus- 
tice, inequality, and false pretense. It yields a 
dwindling, not a yearly rising reyenue. It has 
impoverished many industries to subsidize a few. 
It prohibits imports that might purchase the 
products of American labor. It has degraded 
American commerce from the first to an inferior 
rank on the high seas. It has cut down the 
sales of American manufactures at home and 
abroad, and depleted the returns of American 
agriculture — an industry followed by half our 
people. It costs the people five times more than 
it produces to the Treasury, obstructs the pro- 
cesses of production, and wastes the fruits of 
labor. It promotes fraud, fosters smuggling, en- 
ridies dishonest officials, and bankrupts honest 
merdianta. We demand that all Custom-House 
taxation shall be only for revenue. 

Reform is necessary in the scale of public^ ex- 
penses — ^Federal, State, and municipal Our Fed- 
eral taxation has swollen from sixty millions, 
gold, in 1860, to four hundred and fifty millions, 
currency, in IB70 ; our aggregate taxation from 
one hundred and fifty-four millions, gold, in 1860, 
to seren hundred add thirty millions, currency, in 
1870 ; or, in one decade, from less than five dol- 
lars per head to more than eighteen dollars per 
head. Since the peace, the people have paid to 
their tax-gatherers more than thrice the sum of 
the national debt, and more than twice that sum 
for the Federal G^Temment aione. We demand 
a rigorous frugality in every department and 
from every officer of the Government. 

Reform is necessary .to put a stop to the prof- 
ligate waste of public lands, and their diversion 
from actual settlers by the party in power, which 
has squandered 200,000,000 of acres upon rail- 
roads alone, and out of more than thrice that 
aggregate has disposed of less than a sixth di- 
rectly to tillers of the soiL 

Reform is necessary to correct the omissions 
of a Republican Congress, and the errors of our 
treaties and our diplomacy, which have stripped 
our fellow citizens of foreign birth and kindred 
race, recrossing the Atlantic, of the shield of 
American citizenship, and have exposed our 
brethren of the Pacific coast to the incursions 
of a race not sprung from the same great parent 
stock, and in fact now by law denied citizenship 
through naturalization, as being neither accus- 
tomed to the traditions of a progressive civiliza- 
tion nor exercised in liberty under equal laws. 
We denounce the policy which thus discards the 
liberty-loving German and tolerates a revival of 
the coolie trade in Mongolian women imported 



for immoral purposes, and Mongolian men held 
ta perform servile labor contracts, and demand 
such modification of the treaty with the Chinese 
Empire, or such legislation within constitutional 
limitations, as shall prevent further importation 
or immigration of the Mongolian race. 

Reform is n ecessary, and can never be effect- 
ed but by making it the controlling issue of the 
elections, and lifting it above the two false issues 
with which the office-holding class and the party 
in power seek to smother it : 

1. The false issue with which they would en- 
kindle sectarian strife in respect to the public 
schools, of whidi the establishment and support 
belong exclusively to the several States, and which 
the Democratic party has cherished from their 
foundation, and is resolved to maintain without 

.prejudice or preferences for any dass, sect, or 
creed, and without largesses from the treasoxy to 
any. 

2. The false issue by which they seek to light 
anew the dying embers of sectional hate between 
kindred peoples once estranged, but now reunited 
in one indivisible republic and a common destiny. 

Reform is necessary in the dvil service. Ex- 
perience proves that effident, economical oonduct 
of the governmental business is not possible if 
its dvil service be subject to change at every elec- 
tion, be a prize fought for at the ballot-box, be a 
brief reward of party zeal, instead of posts of 
honor assigned for proved competency, and held 
for fidelity in the public employ ; that the dis- 
pensing of patronage should neither be a tax 
upon the time of all our public men, nor the in- 
strument of their ambition. Here, again, prom- 
ises, falsified in the performance, attest that the 
party in power can work out no practical or salu- 
tary reform. 

Reform is necessaiy even more in the higher 
grades of the public service. President, Vice- 
President, Judges, Senators, Representatives, 
Cabinet officers, these and all others in authority 
are the people*s servants. Thdr offices are not a 
private perquisite ; they are a public trust 

When the annals of this republic show the 
disgrace and censure of a Vice-President ; a late 
Speaker of the House of Representatives market- 
ing his rulings as a presiding officer ; three Sena- 
tors profiting secretly by their votes as law-mak- 
ers ; five chairmen of the leading committees of 
the late House of Representatives exposed in job- 
bery; a late Secretary of the Treasury fordng 
balances in the public accounts ; a late Attorney- 
General misappropriating public funds ; a Secre- 
tary of the Navy enriched or enriching friends by 
percentages levied off the profits of contractors 
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wHh hia department ; an ambassador to England 
oeneored in a diabonorable speculation ; the Presi- 
dent's prirate secretarj barelj escaping conviction 
upon trial for guilty oompUdtj in f rands upon the 
rerenue ; a Seeretarf of War impeached for high 
crimes and misdemeanors — ^the demonstration is 
complete that the first step in reform most be the 
people's choice of honest men from another partj, 
lest the disease of one political organization in- 
fect the body politic, and lest )!) j making no change 
of men or parties we get no change of measures 
and no real reform. 

All these abuses, wrongs, and crimes, the pro- 
duet of sixteen years' ascendancy of the Republi- 
can party, create a necessity for reform confessed 
by Republicans themsdres; but their reformers 
are Toted down in conrentions and displaced from 
the Cabinet The party's mass of honest Totera 
is powerless to resist the eighty thousand office- 
holders, its leaders and guides. 

Reform can only be had by a peaceful ciyic 
rerolution. We demand a change of system, a 
change of administration, a change of parties, 
that we may hare a change of measures and of 
men. 

Retolved^ That this Conrention, representing 
the Democratic party of the United States, do 
cordially endorse the action of the present House 
of Representatiyes in reducing and curtaiUng the 
expenses of the Federal Goyemment, in cutting 
down salaries, extraragant appropriations, and in 
abolishing useless oflBces and places not required 
by the public necessities ; and we shall trust to the 
firmness of the Democratic members of the House 
that no committee of conference and no misinter- 
pretation of the rules will be allowed to defeat 
these wholesome measures of economy demanded 
by the country. 

Rstohtd^ That the soldiers and sailors of the 
republic, and the widows and orphans of those 
who haTe fallen in battle, haye a just cltdm upon 
the care, protection, and gratitude of their fellow 
citizens. 



REPUBUCAN, CHICAGO, 1880. 

The Republican party, in National Conyention 
assembled, at the end of twenty years since the 
Federal Goyemment was first committed to its 
diaige, submits to the people of the United States 
this brief report of its administration. 

It suppressed a rebellion which had armed 
nearly a million of men to subyert the national 
authority. It reconstructed the Union of the 
States, with freedom instead of slayery as its cor- 
ner-stone. It transformed four miUion human 



beings from the likeness of things to the rask 
of dtizens. It relieyed Congress firomtiieiaf^ 
mous work of hunting fogitiye slayaa, and dn ig ii 
it to see that slayery does not exist Ubasidsed 
the yahie of our paper currency from tbirtj^eig^ 
per cent to the par of gold. It has restored vpoi 
a solid basis payment in coin for all the nstloMl 
obligations, and has giyen us a conency ahsohitdf 
good and equal in eyery part of our extended 
country. It has lifted the credit of the Natioa 
from the point where six per cent bonds sold id 
eighty-six to that where four per cent bonds an 
eagerly sought at a premium. 

Under its administration railways have is> 
creased from 81,000 mfles, in 1880, to mero thsa 
82,000 miles, in 1879. Our foreign trade has i» 
creased from 1700,000,000 to $1,600,000,000 ii 
the same time, and our exports, which were $20^ 
000,000 less than our imports in I860, were $26V 
000,000 more than our imports in 1879. 

Without resorting to loans, it has, sinee the 
war closed, defrayed the ordinary expenses of 
Goyemment, besides the accruing interest on tbe 
public debt, and has annually dbbuised more thsa 
$80,000,000 for soldiers' pensions. It has psU 
$888,000,000 of the public debt, and by refnii£qg 
the balance at lower rates has reduced the an- 
nual interest charge from neady $161,000,000 Is 
less than $89,000,000. All the industries of tiie 
country haye reyiycd ; labor is in demand ; wtgei 
haye increased, and throughout the entire oovntiy 
there is eyidence of a coming prosperity greater 
than we haye eyer enjoyed. 

Upon this record the Republican party asb 
for the continued confidence and sup por t of the 
people, and this Conyention submits for thdr ap- 
proyal the following statement of the prindples 
and purposes whidi will continue to guide and in- 
spire its efforts : 

I. We affirm that the work of the last twenty- 
one years has been sudi as to commend itself to 
the f ayor of the Nation, and that the fruits of 
the costly yictorics which we haye adiieyed 
through immense difficulties should be prescned; 
that the peace regained shcnld be cherished ; that 
the disseyered Union, now happOy restored, should 
be perpetuated ; and that the liberties secured to 
this generation should be transndtted undimis* 
ished to future generations ; that the order estab- 
lished and the credit acquired should nerer be im- 
paired ; that the pensions promised should be ex* 
tinguished by the full payment of eyery dollar 
thereof ; that the reyiying industries should be fur- 
ther promoted, and that the conuneroe alreadj so 
great should be steadily enoouraged. 

n. The ConsUtuUoa of the United Sutas is s 
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law, and not a mere contract Out of 
onfedermtad States it made a florereign nation. 
Some powers are denied to the NaUon, while oth- 
«• are denied to the States ; but the boundary 
between the powers delegated and those reserved 
Is to be determined by the National, and not by 
the State, tribunals. 

lU. The work of popular education is one 
left to the oare of the sereral States, but it is the 
*dn^ of the National GoTemment to aid that 
work to the extent of its constitutional power. 
The intelligenoe of the Nation is but the aggre- 
gate of the intelligence in the sereral States, and 
the destiny of the Nation must not be guided by 
the genius of any one State, but by the aYcrage 
genius of alL 

IV. The Ckmstitntion wisely forbids Congress 
to make any law respecting an establishment of 
religion, but it is idle to hope that the Nation 
ctn be protected against the influence of sectari- 
anism while each State is exposed to its domina- 
tion. We, therefore, recommend that the Con- 
stitution be so amended as to lay the same pro- 
hibition npoQ the Legislature of each State, and 
to forbid the appropriation of public funds to 
the support of sectarian schools. 

Y. We affirm the belief, avowed in 1876, that 
tiie duties levied for the purpose of revenue 
should so discriminate as to favor American 
labor ; that no further grant of the public do- 
main duMild be made to any railway or other cor- 
poration; that slavery having perished in the 
States, its twin barbarity, polygamy, must die in 
the Territories; that everywhere the protection 
accorded to dtizens of American birth must be 
secured to dtixens by American adoption; and 
that we esteem It the duty of Congress to develop 
and improve our watercourses and harbors, but 
insist that furUier subsidies to private persons or 
corporations must cease. That the obligations of 
the Bepublic to the men who preserved its integ- 
rity in the hour of battle are undiminished by 
the lapse of the fifteen years since their final vic- 
tory. To do them perpetual honor is, and shall 
for ever be, the grateful privilege and sacred duty 
of the American people. 

VL Since the authority to regulate immigra- 
tion and intercourse between the United States 
and foreign nations rests with Congress, or with 
the United States and its treaty-making power, 
the Republican party, regarding the unrestricted 
inmiigration of the Chinese as an evil of great 
magnitude, invokes the exercise of those powers 
to restrain and limit that immigration by the en- 
actment of such just, humxme, and reasonable 
providons as will produce that result. 



Vll. That the purity and patriotism which 
characterized the earlier career of Rutherford B. 
Hayes, in peace and war, and which guided the 
thoughts of our immediate predecessors to him 
for a Presidential candidate, have continued to 
inspire him in his career as Chief Executive, and 
that history will accord to his admimstration the 
honors which are due to an effident, just, and 
courteous discharge of the public business, and 
will b(mor his interpositions between the people 
and proposed partisan laws. 

Yin. We charge upon the Democratic party 
the habitual sacrifice of patriotism and justice to 
a supreme and insatiable lust of office and pat- 
ronage ; that to obtain possession of the National 
and State Governments, and the control of place 
and position, they have obstructed all efforts to 
promote the purity and to conserve the freedom 
of suffrage, and have devised fraudulent certifi- 
cations and returns ; have labored to unseat law. 
fully elected members of Congress, to secure at 
all hazards the vote of a majority of the States in 
the House of Representatives ; have endeavored 
to occupy, by force and fraud, the places of trust 
given to others by the people of Maine, and res- 
cued by the courageous action of Maine*s pa- 
triotic sons ; have, by methods vidous in prind- 
ple and tyrannical in practice, attadied partisan 
legislation to appropriation bUls, upon whose 
passage the very movement of the Government 
depends ; have crushed the rights of individuals ; 
have advocated the prindples and sought the fa- 
vor of rebellion against the Nation, and have en- 
deavored to obliterate the sacred memories of 
the war, and to overcome its inestimably valua- 
ble results of nationality, personal freedom, and 
individual equality. 

The Republican party, adhering to the prind- 
ples affirmed by its last National Convention, of 
respect for the constitutional rules governing ap- 
pointment to office, adopts the dedaratioo of 
President Hayes, that the reform in the dvil ser- 
vice shall be thorou^, radical, and complete* To 
that end it demands the cooperation of tiie Leg- 
islative with the Executive Departments of the 
Government, and that Congress shall so legislate 
that fitness, ascertained by proper practical tests, 
shall admit to the public service ; that the tenure 
of administrative offices (except those through 
whidi the distinctive policy of the party in power 
shall be carried out), shall be made permanent 
during good behavior, and that the power of re- 
moval for cause, with due responsibility for the 
good conduct of subordinates, shall accompany 
the power of appointment 

The equal, steady, and complete enforcement 
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of laws, and the protection of all oar dtiaens in 
the enjoyment of all priTileges and immunities 
guaranteed by the Constitution, are the first du- 
ties of the Nation. The dangers of a solid South 
can only be arerted by a f dthful performance of 
every promise which the Nation has made to the 
citizen. The execution of the laws and the pun- 
ishment of all those who Tlolate them are the 
only safe methods by which an enduring peaoe 
can be secured, and genuine prosperity estab- 
lished throughout the South. Whaterer prom- 
ises the Nation makes the Nation must perform, 
and the Nation can not with safety relegate this 
duty to the States. The solid South must be 
divided by the peaceful agencies of the ballot, 
and all opinions must there find free expression, 
and to this end the honest voter must be protect- 
ed against terrorism, violence, or fraud. And we 
affirm it to be the duty and the purpose of the 
Republican party to use every legitimate means 
to restore all the States of this Union to the most 
perfect harmony that may be practicable; and 
we submit it to the practical, sensible people 
of the United States to say whether it would not 
be dangerous to the dearest interest of our coun- 
try at this time to surrender the administration 
of the National Government to the party which 
seeks to overthrow the existing policy, under 
which we are so prosperous, and thus bring dis- 
trust and confusion where there are now order, 
confidence, and hope. 



DEMOCRATIO PLATFORM, CINCIN- 
NATI, 1880. 

The Democrats of the Umted States in Con- 
vention assembled declare 

JPlrtL We pledge ourselves anew to the oon- 
stitutional doctrines and traditions of the Demo- 
cratic party, as illustrated by the teachings and 
example of a long line of Democratic statesmen 
and patriots and embodied in the platform of the 
last National Convention. 

Second, Opposition to centralization and to 
that dangerous spirit of encroachment which 
tends to consolidate in one and thus to create, 
whatever the form of government, a real despot- 
ism; no sumptuary laws; separation of Church 
and State for the good of eadi ; common schools 
fostered and protected. 

nird. Home rule, honest money, the strict 
maintenance of the public faith, consisting of 
gold and rilver and^wper convertible into coin on 



demand, the strict maintenance of the public futh, 
State and National, and a tariff lor refeoM 
only. 

Fourth. The subordination of the mfiituy to 
the dvil power, and a genuine and thoroii|^ in- 
form of the dvil service. 

Fi/ih. The right to a free ballot is a xijfrt 
preservative of all right, and must and shall be 
maintained in every part of the United States. 

Sixth. The existing administration istheie- 
sult of conspiracy only, and its claim of ri|^t to 
surround the ballot-box with troops and deputy 
marshals to intimidate and obstruct the electon, 
and the unprecedented use of the veto to "*•*"*•'«* 
its corrupt and despotic power, insults the peopk 
and imperils their institutions. 

Seventh. We execrate the course of this ad- 
ministration in making places in the dvil serrioe 
a reward for political crime, and demand a ie> 
form by statute, which shall make it for ever un- 
possible for a defeated candidate to bribe hii 
way to the seat of a usurper by billeting villains 
upon the people. 

JEighth, The great fraud of 1876-^*77, by 
which, upon a false count of the electoral votes 
of two States, the candidate defeated at the polls 
was dedared to be President, and, for the first 
time in the American history, the will of the peo- 
ple was set aside under a threat of military vKk 
lence, strudc a deadly blow at our system ni re- 
presentative government. The Democratic party, 
to preserve the country from the homMrs at a 
dvil war, submitted for the time in the firm and 
patriotic belief that the people would punish this 
crime in 1880. This duty precedes and dwaifi 
every other. It imposes a more sacred duty npoA 
the people of the Union than erer addrooscd the 
oonsdences of a nation of f reonen. 

mnih. The resolution of & J. Tilden not 
again to be a candidate for the exalted place to 
which he was dected by a majority of bis comtry- 
men, and from which he was exduded faj the 
leaders of the Republican party, is reodved by 
the Democrats of the United States with deqp 
sensibility ; and they dedare their oonfldenoe In 
his wisdom, patriotism, and integrity ""•**^Vip 
by the assaults of the common enemy, and liwy 
assure him that he is followed Into the retlmaent 
he has diosen for himsdf by the sympathy and 
respect of his fellow dtiaens, who regard him as 
one who, by elevating the standard of the ]raUic 
morality, and adorning and purifying the public 
service, merits the lasting gratitude of bis country 
and his party. 

Free ships and a living dianoe for American 
ships upon ^e seas ; on the land, no diaerimina- 
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tioii in f aTor of transportatioii lines, oorporations, 
or monopoliet. 

TenA, Amendment of the Burlingame treatj. 
Kb more Chinese emigration, exoept for travel, 
education, and foreign oommeroe, and therein 
carefnUj guarded. 

£le9enih» Public monej and public credit for 
paUie purposes solely, and public lands for ac- 
tual settlers. 

7\Mlflh, The Democratic partj is the friend 
of labor and the laboring man, and pledges itself 



'to protect him alike against the oonnorants and 
commune. 

Thirteenth, We congratulate the country upon 
the honesty and thrift of a Democratic Congress, 
whidi has reduced the public expenditure t^O,- 
000,000 a year; upon the continuation of pros- 
perity at home, and the national honor abroad ; 
and, aboTC all, upon the promise of such a 
change in the administration of the GoTemment 
as to insure us a genuine and lasting reform in 
erery department of the public service. 



n. 



COMMENTARY ON DEMOCRATIC PLATFORMS BY "THE 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE." 



Thx Democratic party has been taking lessons 
of the Republican party for twenty-five years. 
Each Buooessive Democratic platform in that 
period marks the adoption of some Republican 
principle, and the abandonment of some former 
Democratic doctrine. The Democracy has shown 
neither a just conception of what a principle is, 
nor a firm adherence to any consistent policy, 
right or wrong. It has affirmed and denied, 
adopted and rejected, all the political heresies 
of the time. It has combated, denounced, and 
finally agreed to and applauded every one of the 
great refonns wroaght out by the Republican 
party. On questions of currency, taxation, and 
the public lands, as well as on the numerous issues 
of the war, reconstruction, and the payment of the 
public debt, it has occupied a variety of irrecon- 
cilable propositions pro and con. It has traveled 
completely around the circle of political apostasy. 
It has originated no new policy of the slightest 
Tahie, and suggested none, but has been a con- 
stant drag and obstruction to the beneficent 
measures introduced by its opponents. It has 
trimmed its sails to catch every gust of popular 
passion or prejudice, while It has sought neither to 
guide nor to correct public opinion. It has never 
ascertained the will of the people until that will 
was ready to find some new mode of expression. 
Hence the Democracy has been continually behind 
the times. With the exception that it sticks to 
** State Sovereignty,'* it has been, in fact, an un- 
principled camp-follower of the Republican party, 
snatching up eagerly the cast-off garments of the 



great army, and skulking in the rear to avoid 
hardship and danger. 

In all this period the Democracy has been 
actuated by no high motives. It has been either 
wholly selfish, as when it espoused the cause of 
the slaveholder in 1856, or distinctly treasonable, 
as when it pronounced the war "a failure'* in 
1864, or blindly revengeful, as when it favored 
the payment of the bonds in irredeemable scrip 
in 1868. The one controlling idea, which has 
dominated it unwaveringly for a quarter of a oen^ 
tury, has been to get into office. All else that 
has been called Democracy has changed ; but this 
idea has never changed. An examination of the 
official utterances of the party, made by National 
Conventions from 1866 to 1880, will justify the 
estimate of the character, aims, and acts of the 
Democracy which has been here given. 

1866. — ^The Democratic Convention at C^dn- 
nati, June 2, declared against internal improve- 
ments by the Government ; resolved that Congress 
had no power to interfere witii slavery in the 
States; approved the Fugitive Slave Law; adopt- 
ed the principles of the Kansas-Nebraska bill — 
that is, the non-interference of the General Gov- 
ernment with slavery in the Territories or the 
District of Columbia ; recogniud the right of new 
Statu to reguiaU their domett inetitutiontvithcr 
without tiaveryy <u they pleased ; upheld the prin- 
ciples of the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions 
of 1798 and 1*790 (supposed to be a justification 
of the right of secession). 

I860. — Botii the Douglas and BredEhiridge 
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Conyentions readopted the Democratic pro^la- 
Teiy platform of 1866. 

1864. — ^The Democradc Conyention at Chi- 
cago, August 29, 1864, adopted the following : 

** Ruolved^ That this ConTention does explicitly 
declare, as the sense of the American people, 
that, after fowr yean of faUure to restore the 
Union by the experiment of toor, during which, 
under the pretense of a military necessity or a 
war power higher than the Constitution, the Con- 
stitution itself has been disregarded in every part, 
and public liberty and private right alike trodden 
down, and the material prosperity of the country 
essentially impaired, justice, humanity, and the 
public welfare demand that immediaie efforts be 
made for a eenation of hottilitie»y 

1868. — The Democratic Convention at New 
York, July 4, 1868, in which Wmfield Scott Han- 
cock received 144^ votes, demanded the immedi- 
ate restoration of all the rebel States to their 
'* righte *' in the Union ; amnesty for all past po- 
litical offenses ; taxation of Government bonds ; 
incidental protection to domestic manufactures; 
and adopted the following : 

**Fayment of the public debt of the United 
States as rapidly as practicable, and, when the 
obligations of the Government do not expressly 
state upon their faoe, or the law under which 
they were issued does not provide that they shall 
be paid in coin, they ought^ in right and justice, to 
be paid in the lawful money of the United States *' 
[meaning irredeemable notes]. 

Against Negro Suffrage.—*' And we do declare 
and resolve that, ever since the people of the 
United States threw off all subjection to the 
British crown, the privilege and trust of suffrage 
have belonged to the several Stales ; and that any 
attempt by Congress, on any pretext whatever, 
to deprive any State of this right, or interfere 
with its exercise, is a flagrant usurpation of 
power, which can find no warrant in the ConsU- 
tution, and, if sanctioned by the people, will sub- 
vert our form of government, and can only end 
in a single centralized and consolidated Govern- 
ment, in which the separate existence of the 
States will be entirely absorbed, and an unquali- 
fied despotism be established in place of a Fed- 
eral Union of coequal States. And that we re- 
gard the Reconstruction Acts (so called) of Con- 
gress as usurpations, and ufieoiuftte^toiuii^ rewAu- 
tionary^ and void^ 

1872. — ^The National Democratic Convention 
at Baltimore, 3uly, 1872, completely stultified 
the record of the party four years previously, as 
embodied in the above retolutions, by adopting 
iha following: 



** We hold that it is the duty of Govennaent, in 
its dealings with the people, to mete out equal 
and exact JusUce to all, of whatever nativity, 
race, color, or persuasion, religious or polidcaL 

"We pledge ourselves to maintain the Union 
of these States, and to oppose any reopening of 
the questions settled by the Thirteenth, Four- 
teenth, and Fifteenth Amendments [wliieh the 
Convention of 1868 pronounced ** unconatitatSoii- 
al, revolutionary, and void *']. 

**The public credit must be sacredly main- 
tained, and we denounce repudiation in every form 
and guise. [In 1868 the party demanded the pay- 
ment of the bonds in greenbacks.] Recognizing 
that there are in our midst honest but irrecon- 
cilable differences of opinion with regard to the 
respective systems of protection and free trade, 
we remit the discussion of the subject to the psopls 
in their Congressional distrietSy and to the deci- 
sion of the Congress thereon, whdly free of Bx- 
ecntive interference or dictation.*' 

In 1866, 1860, and 1864 the party clamored 
for ** free ships and free trade *' ; in 1868 for in- 
cidental protection ; and now for the dedaton of 
the question by Congressional districts. 

The platform of 1868 allowed that donatjons 
of public lands might be deemed neeesaary for 
**the encouragement of important public im- 
provements." The platform of 1872 opposed the 
granting of lands for any improvements what- 
ever. 

1876.— The Democratic Conventi<Hi * at St 
Louis, June 28, 1876, denounced the financial 
imbecility of the Republican party for "**y»[*g no 
progress toward resumption, and '* denounced the 
resumption clause of the act of 1876 as a hin- 
drance to resumption.*' Beyond " denouncing " 
the acts of the Republican party, it set forth no 
affirmative principles of its own, having leanied 
wisdom by experience. 

1880. — ^The late Convention at (Sncfamati 
" pledged itself anew ** to the doctrines and tza^ 
ditioQS of the party (including, it is presomed, 
the payment of the bonds In greenbacka, the 
opposition to negro suffrage, and the dedaraticn 
that the war was a failure) ; demanded honest 
money (but did not pronounce the Reaomptlen 
act a "hindrance to resumption"); execrated 
the ** fraud of 1876-*77 " (but did not deny the 
equal and free participaUon of the Democratic 
House in the Electoral Commission) ; demanded a 
free ballot (but did not ask the enforcement of 
the Fifteenth Amendment in the South) ; favored 
a tariff for revenue (and explained not why a 
Pennsylvania Protectionist sat in the Chair i^nd 
made up the Committees of a DemooratieHeaae); 
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deoiarad ** unshaken eonfidence in Samuel J. Til- 
doi'^-— and refosed to nominate him. 

Epitomizing the action of the Demooratic party 
imoe 1856 on the great public qiiestions of the 
day, it appears : 

1. The Tariif.— That the party, shice 1856, has 
farored absolute free trade, a rerenue tariff, **in- 
eSdeotai protection,'* and the remission of the ques- 
tion to the Congressional districts; and, at the 
present moment, has named as its candidate for 
the Presidenoy a Pennsylyanla Protectionist 

t. The Currency. — ^In 1868 the party favored 
the payment of the bonds in greenbacks, and in 
1876 it denounced the Resumption Act as ** a hin- 
drance to resumption," but now favors '* honest 
money." 

8. Reconstruction.— The constitutional amend- 
ments were declared ** revolutionary and void " 
in 1868; their rigid enforcement demanded in 
1872 ; accepted in form in 1876 ; and broken in 
letter and spirit by the Southern D^nocrats from 
the day they were adopted till now. 

4. The war was pronounced a failure in 1864 ; 



its results partially agreed to in 1868; and the 
soldiers and sailors have been thanked in every 
Democratic platform since. 

5. The Democratic party has wholly abandoned 
the ante-war theory of the party in regard to pub- 
lic improvements, and has adopted the Republican 
theory ; the Southern States lately in rebellion be- 
ing now the most clamorous for appropriations 
from the public treasury. 

6. The Democratic party now eomes before the 
country without a single affirmative principle, ex- 
cept such as it has stolen from the Republican 
party, and the one original issue of State suprem- 
acy in national elections, which is a lingering relic 
of the exploded doctrine of State Rights. 

7. With emancipation and negro suffrage dis- 
appeared the one cohesive principle of the original 
Democracy, that is, slavery. Since that time it has 
shifted its ground in every campaign, and resem* 
bles the old party whose name it bears only in its 
total lack of all principle, its hostility to thd idea 
of Federal unity and supremacy, and its greedi- 
ness for the spoils of office. 
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GOVSBNOS^B IflLAKD, NCW YOBX ClTT, ) 

July M, 1880. r 

GiNTLncxN : I have the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of June 18, 1880, ap- 
prising me formally of my nomination to the 
office of President of the United States by the 
National Democratic Convention, lately assembled 
in Cincinnati. I accept the nomination with 
grateful appreciation of the confidence reposed 
in me. 

The principles enumerated by the Convention 
are those 1 have cherished in the past, and shall 
endeavor to maintain in the future. The Thir- 
teenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States, embodying 
the results of the war for the Union, are invio- 
lable. If called to the Presidency, I should deem 
it my duty to resist with all of my power any at- 
tempt to impair or evade the full force and effect 
of the Constitution, which, in every article, sec- 
tion, and amendment, is the supreme law of the 
land. The Constitution forms the basis of the 
Government of the United States. The powers 
granted by it to the legislative, executive, and 



judidal departments, define and limit the author- 
ity of the General Government ; powers not dele- 
gated to the United States by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited by it to the States, belong to the 
States respectively, or to the people. The Gener- 
al and State governments, each acting in its own 
sphere, without trenching upon the lawful juris- 
diction of the other, constitute the Union. This 
Union, comprismg a General Government with 
general powers, and Stete governments with State 
powers for purposes local to the States, is a polity, 
the foundations of which were laid in the pro- 
foundest wisdom. 

This is the Union our fathers made, and which 
has been so respected abroad and so beneficent 
at home. Tried by blood and fire, it stands to- 
day a model form of free popular government ; 
a political system which, rightly administered, 
has been, and will continue to be, the adndration 
of the world. May we not say nearly in the 
words of Washington : The unity of government, 
which constitutes us one people, is justly dear to 
us ; it is the main pillar in the edifice of our real 
independence, the support of our peace, safety. 
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and protperity, and of that libertj we so hifjbHj 
priie, and intend at erery hazard to preaerre. 

But no f Ofm of gorenunenti howerer car^ 
follj dcfiaedy no prindpleay howerer aoondf will 
protect the r^ta of the people onleM administra- 
tion b faithful and efficient. It is a Tital principle 
In our system, that neither fraud nor force must 
be allowed to sabTert the rights of the people. 
When frand, violence, or incompetence controls, 
the nobles^ coostitations and wisest laws are nse- 
kss. The bayonet is not a fit instrument for coU 
leeting the votes of freemen. It is only by a full 
TOte, free ballot, and fair count that the people 
can rale In fact, as required by the theory of our 
fgotresnaneaL Take this foundation away, and the 
whole s t ruc tur e falls. 

Publie oflBoe is a trust, hot a bounty bestowed 
upon the holder; no incompetent or dishonest 
persons should ever be intrusted with it, or if 
appointed, they should be promptly ejected. 

The basis of a substantial, practical dvil ser- 
Tioe reform must first be established by the peo- 
ple in filling the elective offices ; if they fix a high 
Btandard of qualification for office, and sternly 
reject the corrapt and incompetent, the result 
will be dedsive in goveming the action of the 
serrants whom they trust with appointing power. 

The War for the Union was successfully 
closed more than fifteen years ago. All classes 
of our people must share alike in the blessings of 
the Union, and are equally concerned in its per- 
petuity, and in the proper administration of pub- 
lic affairs. We are in a state of profound peace. 
Henceforth let it be our purpose to cultivate sen- 
timents of friendship and not of animosity among 
our f eUow citizens. 



Our material interests, varied and progresshe, 
AmmmnA OQT oQostant and United efforts. A sedn- 
loQS and acnq[iii]oas care of the publie credit, to- 
gether widi a wise and eooooniioal maaagement of 
our governmental expenditures, should be main- 
tained in order that labor may be lightly bur- 
dened, and that all persons may be protected in 
their rights to the fruits of their ;own industry. 
The time has come to enjoy the substantial bene- 
fits of reconciliation. As one people we have 
common interests. Let us encourage the har- 
mony and generous rivalry among our own indus- 
tries whidi win revive our languishing merdumt 
iT>^H»^t extend our commerce with foreign na- 
tions, assist our merdiants, manufacturers, .and 
producers to develop our vast natural resources, 
and increase the prosperity and happiness of our 
people. 

If elected, I shall, with the Divme favor, la- 
bor with what ability I possess to disdiarge my 
duties with fidelity, according to my convictions, 
and shall take care to protect and defend the 
Union, and to see that the laws are fdthfully and 
equally executed in all parts of the country alike. 
I will assume the responsibiUty, fully sensible of 
the fact that to administer rightly the functions 
of government is to discharge the most sacred 
duty that can devolve upon an American dti- 



I am, very respectfully, yours, 

WnmxLD S. Havoool 



7b As Bern, Jomi W. Bnrmoic, Prmid^niqfUs 
MfiMoiS Hu Hen. JowK P. Stocktov, Chtiirman^ < 
cfhen ^ £U Cbmmities ^ the JfaUcmal JhmoeraHe 
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D. ippleton & Go.'s New Pnications. 



The Brain as an Organ of Mind. 

By H. Chabltov BAsriAir, Profetsor of Anatomy and Clinical Medicine in ITniTer- 
sity College, Lq^don ; author of ** Paralyiis iiom Brain Disease.*' With nomerbua 
ninstratioDs. One toL, 12mo, 708 pagesL Cloth. Price, $2.60. 

** The ftalleft identifle exposition yet pnhUshed of the Tiews held on the snltfeet of psyAoloRy 
by the adrsDced pbyiiologicsl school. It teems with new and saggestire Ideas ; and, though the 
sathor displays thionghont his costomaiy boldness of speeolatlon, he does not allow himself to be 
carried away so fireely as of old by his own ezabersnt wealth of * scientific imsglnatlon.* ^-^Lon' 
don Athmavm, 

SECOND VOLUME OF 

Cooley's Cyclopaedia of Practical Receipts. 

« Cooley's Cyclopssdla of PraeUcal Receipts and Collateral Information in the Arts, 
Manufactures, Professions, and Trades, eta, etc. Sixth edition, revised and partly 
rewritten by Professor Richard Y. Tubov. Volume two, completing the work, 
now ready. 8to, 1,796 pages (complete). Price, t4.S0 per Yolume. 

A History of Philosophy in Epitome. 

By Albkbt Sohwiolxb. Translated from the first edition of the original German 
by Julius H. Seelye. Revised from the nhith German edition, containing Impor- 
tant Additions and Modifications, with an Appendix, continuing the Iffistory in its 
more Prominent Lines of Development since the Time of H^gel, by Benjamin T. 
Smith. 12mo, 469 pages. Cloth. Price, $2.00. 



A Short Life of Gladstone. 

By C. H. JoKis, autiior of *< A Short life of Charles Dickens,** '* Ifacaulay,'* etc 
** New Handy-Yolume Series.** Paper, 85 cento ; cloth, 60 cento. 

Livy. 

By the Rey. W. W. Cafw, M. A, Fifth Tolume fai "CuLflBiOALWBiriBS.'* 16mo, 
flexible. Price, 60 cents. Prerionsly published in the series: ** Milton," "^Eu- 
ripides,** *• Sophocles,** *< VergiL** Unifonn style. 60 cento each. 

Education : Intellectuali Morali and Physical. 

By HiRBZRT Spikcbu a new cheap edition of Herbert Spencer*8 famous Easaya 
on Education. One yoL, 12mo, p^>er corer. Price, 60 cents. 
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Appletons' Summer Book. 



A Uniqiie YolaiBe for the TraTclcr hj Bail or fitwmboit, or tiio Coantrj 80- 
joonier at the Scaiide, in Iht Mo— taini, or w hcio w ci he may be. ConlaiBi Storiaa 
and Skrtchea nitable for the Seaeon, and a Great Hmnber of Axtidci on S umDw i 




a kfc* aaovfli of ^cty 

Ikeaa an alao aitidea om *Oar 
,*^O.aBvnoe;^Aboat V1flUBc*l7BanMtFhfflipa; 'ATripvpthe 
HadMHi,*bya H. Jones; •YacatiOB la Colotado,*by W. H. Bldefiv: ^flOoMr Tlctma.' I7 O. 
Bw BvBoe; aad o€h6r papen bj Q t otf g t Ooopcr, BnMstlbtKemll, B. B»Bowlrar, K^gcst BoMaaoa, 
C. K. Gniddodc, aikl olhera ; and poeaM I7 & a fltadnn, Gcoise Ufar MoaiiEoaMqr. aikl A B. 
StraeC The book la eopioaaJly aad tOminiij Iflastzated, and the whole protea a capital eoUae- 
tUm Qi Ugfat aad pleaaiag aaiaiemeal ibr aa idle afteeBoon.*'— iteitoi gawff 1. 

Sopeihlj ilfaiatrated, with an eiqnitite Jktiffk € ^g^» f ed on Sled for the Corer. Laige 
8to. Price, 50 eeota. 



Scientiflc Biffiards. 

Gannei's Firactiee Shots, with Hints to Amateoit. 106 Diagfams in Golort. B7 
Amn GiigTO. Obkng limo. Price, fSJMX 



Health. 



B J W. H. Coirau^ Pkofcflsor of Hygiene and Pobfie Health at Untrenttj GoU 
l^ge, London. 12mo. Goth. Price, $1.26. 

**Tbe flnt aeren chaptera are deroted to a d aa ulptlon of the bamaa body and an eaplaaattna 
of the olBeea of Its Tarioos atemben, the anthor beUeriac that it is abtolotelj easential to know 
aomethfng of the oiganlntlon wiftidi la to be kept healthj. The remaining hapten treat npon 
air, lightlsg and wanning, TentHatioo, fbod and drink, water, climate, hoosea, diseases, etc It 
Is a tboroogh work i^on an Important subject, pr^aied bjj a frenpstent hand, and 
fhl rsading.**— BoeftM JOnHttg Trmsaipt. 



French Men or Letters. 

Personal and Anecdotical Sketches of Yicron Hugo; Alrxd di Mcbbr; Tni- 
(vhiliGautisr; HmuMuBOia; SAi>n-Bii7Ts; GfausD ni Nbtal ; AtwrAwiw 
Dumas, waa; tanLM Auaixa; Ootati FkiraLLir; Yiotoriih Sauou; Alpbossi 
Davpr; and fenu Zola. Bj Maubici Mauris. AppletonsP '*Kew Handj-Yol- 
nme Series." Paper, 86 cents ; doth, 60 cents. 

"* A notable addition is made to Appletana' admirable * New HaBdy-VohoBe Serlea,* in * Ftench 
Men of Letters,' by XaarlceMaarla. It is a dellgfatfU book, contafaiing a dooen skelcbea of the 
grsat men wbose names are known to an tbe world, but wheae peraohalities, ft»r the ouMt part, 
the world only gnesses at Tbe little 1>ook really Is cbarmlag: as good reading asa good novel, 
and abore eren the best of novels in that Ita eharacters are reaL**— J^UfadfllpMa TIoms. 



D. APPLBTOir * OO.'S KCIT PDBLICA.TIOira^0ta<lmMi<.) 



Memories of my Exile. 



B J Loins Kosmrni. TVuislated from the original Hongarian by Fnnros Jaubi. 
One ToL, crown Sra Cloth. Price, $2.00. 

This important work rvsUtM to the period when the Italian Kinndom wae being ettabllihed, 
and givea the Secret Tieatiee and detalli of the nnderatanding between England, the Bmperor 
Napoleon, md Count Oanmr. 

" These * Memoriei * disclose a carioos episode in the Inner Hib of Bnglish domestie politica.**— 
Tha Nation, 



The Story of an Honest Man. 

A NOVEL. By Bdmoid About. One toL, 8to. Paper. Price, 60 cents. 

*' The story has the charm of a simplicity nnmatched except in * The Vicar of Wakefield.* Its 
personages are men and women whom, the reader fisels. It is good to know. . . . We wish that we 
might write a word here which would persuade all readers to read M. About*s work. It is worthier 
of attention than most books art, and it will repay attontkm tu more liberally than most books 
dor>iVh0 TorkE9tiUtigJ\)iL 



The Historical Poetry of the Ancient Hebrews. 

Translated and critically examined by Miohaxl Hiilpbin. Vol. II. Crown 8to. 
Cloth. Price, $2.00. 

** The notion has somehow got abroad that the identlflc study of the Bible is inconsistent 
with the most tender reverence for its contents, or with their persistent fucination. But the 
rererence of Mr. Hcilprln for the subject-matter of his criticism could hardly be surpassed; and, 
that it has not lost its power to interest and charm, his book itself is ample eridence, which will 
be reinforced by the experleooe of every inteDtgent reader of its too brief contents.**— 27U NaiUm, 
July M, 18791 



A Thousand Flashes of French Wit, Wisdom, and 
Wickedness. 

Collected and translated by J. in FnroD. One toL, 18mo. Cloth. Price, $1.00. 

This work consteta of a oollectioa of wise and brilliant sayingi from French writers, 
making a rich and piquant book of fresh quotations. 

" The hook Is a charming one to take up for an idle moment during the warm weather, and is 
just the thing to read on theliotel plana to amized company of ladiee and gentlemen. Some of its 
saTings about the first mentioned would no doubt oocaeion liTely discussion, but that is Just what 
is needed to dispel the often wellnlgh intolerable languorof a summer aftemoon.**».B^«<i0fi Cfowitr, 
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The Watering-PIaces and Mineral Springs of 
Gennany, Austria, and Switzeriand. 



WIdi Kolct on CfiBHUie Bcmts mad 
and Snd Batha, Whej and Gc^ie OntB, 
SufWABP OcmAB, M. D. WIdi Xqia and 
Priee, $LM. 



Pent, Mnd, 

etc A PofNdar M cdwal Gnide. By 

IDnttintioML One tqL, IImi. Qolb. 
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The Life of His Royal Highness the Prince 
Consort. 



ByarTiDOBQnMABnx. Kfthand 

Priee,$s.oa Yoin I, n, m, and rr, at 



OneTol^lSBa Clock. 
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The Life and Writings or Henry Thomas Buckle. 

By Alvud HKnT HcTB. ISaa Cfelh. Priee,|SLOa 



> To an adidm of BnAls Xi: Hatb 
'otaBBca, wbOo to fbooe wbo bato 
or l^tbe wmSmt trcalBcni be bi 
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The Fundamental Concepts 



OF MODKRH PHIL060PHIG THOITGHT. CRITIGALLT AKD HISIORI. 
CALLT OONSIDERKD. By Bcnm Bucov, Ph. D^ PkufijMnr in Jena. Wi& 
anlntxodnetionbyNbiABPoBii^PkeoidenftofTaleColleee. One toL, ISmo^ 804 
pagei. doth. Priee,$1.75. 
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The Crayfish. 



An Introduction to the Stady of Zoology. B j Professor T. H. Huxlit, F. B. S. 
With 82 lUastntioni. Fonidng Yolome 28 of ** The Inteniational SeienUfio Se- 
ries.*' 12ino. Cloth. Price, 11.76. 

Tbe object of ProfesBor Huzley** new book is to afford an opportunity to itadents to com- 
mence the Btndy ofsoOlogy by means of a careftil yerlflcatlon of nearly all that is known concem- 
ing a single animal, the common crayflsh. The book is termed an " Introduction to ZoOlogy.** 
** For wboeTer will follow its pages, crayflsh in laand, and wlQ try to Terify for himself the state- 
ments whicb it contains, will And himself brought Omc to teoe with aU the great soOlogical ques- 
tions which excite so lively an interest at the present day.* 
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Strange Stories. 

By Ebodllnn-Chaxbian. " New Handy-Yoluroe Series.*' Paper, 80 cents. 

A collection of weird stories, embodying remarkable psychologies! experiences, of a character 
to recall the stories of Edgar A. Foe. 

Dr. HeidenhofTs Process. 

A STOBT. By Edward Bellaict. ** New Handy-Volume Series." Price, 25 cts. 

** *Dr. HeldeoholTB Process * must be cited as among the most remaikable of our recent short 
romances.*^— iVins York TImti. 

Two Russian Idyls. 

** New Handy-Yolume Series." Pi^r, 80 oents. 

The two stories, in one Tolume, ** Msreella ** and ** Bsflra,** are fresh and charming prodnctioDS, 
glTing some very agreeable pictures of Russian Ufb, and delightflil portraits of chsracter. 



Little Comedies. 

By JvLi AV Sturois, author of ** John-a-Dreams," ** An Accomplished Gentleman," 
etc. " New Handy-Volume Series." Paper, 80 cents. 



41 I 



They are light, sparkling, piquant, and amusing. They hit off. In the course of conTersstlons 
carried on between men and women of the world, social foiblee with a wit remarkable for its 
keenness. ... On a hot snmmer*s day they would make peculiarly delicious reading— not too 
exhilarating, but softly, pleasantly flowing along.**— XoncCon Standard, 



For sale by sU booksellers; or sny work sent by mall, post-paid, on receipt of price. 

D. APPLETON A CO., Publishers, 

1, 8, & 5 BovD SxBiR, Nxw Tors. 
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